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PEEFACE.
TnE following pages of this History have been mainly compiled from

Journals kept by the writer, during the service of the regiment. It was

hid good fortune to be with his regiment in all its campaigns, marches,

sea voyages, skirmishes and battles, save the siege of Port Hudson, and

the u-a day's voyage to Sabine Pass. During this time he was charged

with the painful duty of conveying to their final resting place, the re-

main* of the lamented Colonel Smith.

He hag endeavored, faithfully, to portray the scenes through which

tht» regiment passed ; to follow it step by step through its marches

voyages, campaigns, sieges and battles ; and to give as true a picture

ol '.:* fortunes, its services and its conduct, as possible.

Whenever official documents could tell the story, he has given them
the

i
ref.-rence, rather than his own opinion. This is particularly true

regarding the " Biographical Sketches." He has labored to givo each

clScer a merited place in this gallery ; to praise or censure none; and
sueh official documents, complimentary to their services, as have been

furnUhed him, he has cheerfully inserted.

To his faithful friend and comrade, Captain James F. Fitts, he is in

cebted for the chapters on Port Hudson and Sabine Pass—as well as for

kU opinions regarding the general style of the work.

ELa a'.*) fceia under obligations to Messrs. Kingsley, Hubbard and Prin

<iV. f-T their kindness in reviewing the manuscript, and for such sug

gestl >n», e* their experience has given them.
To lh« editors of the Chenango Telegraph, Chenango Union, andChe-

car_'o Chronieh . he \rould return his thanks for their kindupss in giv.

lag him access to their riles ; and to these papers he desires to credit the

accounts of the reception of the regiment on its return to Norwich.





H PREFACE.

To the officers generally, he feels indebted for their promptness in,

furnishing him with the data from which their personal histories hare-

been written ; and particularly to those who have furnished their por-

traits for tl.e work.

The records of the casualties in the several battles are taken from the

official reports, as sent to headquarters ; and the register of the regi-

ment from the official copies of the Muster-Out Rolls.

He now presents this History to the public—asking an indulgence

for whatever defects it may contain ; he will be amply rewarded if

it serves to perpetuate the names and deeds of those brave men who
periled their lives and fortunes for the honor of their country and their

flag.

Norwich, N. Y., December, 18G5.

E. P. P:

i
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DEDICATION.

To the Memory of those Officers and Slen of the One Hundred and

Fourteenth Regiment New York Volunteers, who perished in bat-

tle or by disease, while in the faithful dischargre of their duties,

tLim Volume is respectfully inscribed by
THE AUTHOR.

S
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The One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment New York
State Volunteers, was organized under the call of the Presi-

dent of the United States in July, 1862—and was originally

intended to represent the Twenty-Third Senatorial District,

comprising the counties of Chenango, Cortland and Madison.

A Citizens' Regimental Committee was appointed by His

Excellency Governor Morgan, to consider the best method

for recruiting a regiment in these three counties, and to recom-

mend a commanding officer.

It consisted o£tlie following named gentlemen—and met at
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the Eagle Hotel, in Norwich, on the 16th day of July, 1862 . .

Chenango County—Henry ATClark, Bainbridge ; B. Gage

Berry, Harvey Hubbard, Philander B. Prindle, Norwich

;

Henry R. Mygatt, Oxford ; Levi Harris, South New Berlin;

William D. Purple, Frederick Juliand, Greene.

Cortland County—Henry S. Randall, Horatio Ballard,

R. Holland Duell, Cortland Village.

Madison County—Benjamin F. Bruce, Lenox ; Zadoc T.

Bentley, William F. Bonney, Morrisville ; John J. Foote, J.

Hunt Smith, Hamilton.

The Committee organized by the appointment of Hon.

Henry A. Clark, of Chenango, Chairman, and J. Hunt Smith,

of Madison, Secretary.

On motion of Mr. Randall, it was resolved that the num-

ber of the Committee be increased by additional names, so as

to make fifteen in each county in the District. Messrs. Isaac

S. Sherwood, of Oxford; James M. Phillips, of Coventry;

Elias Livermore, ofGerman ; John Clark, of Guilford ; Charles

T. Ackley, ofMcDonough ; Henry N. Champlin, of Pitcher;

T. H. Matteson, of Sherburne, were added to the Committee

from Chenango.

After due deliberation, it was unanimously agreed that the

Colonelcy of the new regiment should be tendered to Hon.

Benjamin F. Bruce, of Lenox, Madison County, a man of

ardent patriotism, sound judgment, and unbending integrity.

General Bruce, on receiving notice of his appointment, tele-

graphed the committee, thankiug its members for the honor

bestowed on him, but declining the position on account of

physical disability. He did not, however, abate his interest

in the cause, and at numerous meetings, held for the purpose

of raising volunteers, be eloquently urged the necessity of
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springing to arms, to save our country, which at that moment.

aee,raed upon the verge of ruin.

At a subsequent session of the committee, the telegram of

"General Bruce was considered, and the discussion of the

appointment, resumed. The names of General T. F. Petrie,

of Peterboro, commanding a brigade of Xew York State Mi-

litia; and Hon. Elisha B. Smith, of Norwich, were presented

a* candidates for the position ; and at the close of a late even-

ing session, July 16th, it was announced that the last named
gentleman was elected, by the unanimous vote^of the com-

mittee, as the Colonel of the proposed organization.

Mr. Smith, upon being notified of his selection,- appeared

Wfur* the committee, and in returning suitable acknowledge-

&*«til lor the distinction, pledged his best efforts to execute

thoroughly and to the best of his ability, the high and
rt-*rw»n-ib!e trust confided to him.

Dr. Purple, from the Apportionment Committee, reported

lh<» number of men to be raised in the District one thou-

sand and ten, and that the quota of the several counties

was as follows : Chenango, three hundred seventy-four ; 3Iad-

Uon, three hundred and ninety-six ; Cortland, two hundred
and forty.

An executive committee was appointed, consisting of

-Messrs Philander B. Prindle, Walter M. Conkey, and B. Gage
Berry, who^e duty it was, to act in the place of the general

committee, having the general oversight of the regiment and
»'* organization.

Colonel Smith entered on his duties with a zeal natural

Jo the man, and immediately set about constructing the frame
work of hi* regiment.

Authorization papers were issued by the Governor, on his





4 HISTOET OF THE 1 14TH REGIMENT. [ 1 862-

recommendation, and recruiting began in earnest. The first

enlistment is recorded July 22d ; the last, August 30th, 1862.

Only those who witnessed the alacrity with which the pat-

riots of Chenango and Madison rushed forward under the

folds of the flag they loved, can form an adequate idea of the

enthusiasm which pervaded the whole community, during the

few weeks in which the One Hundred and Fourteenth was in

process of organization. Public meetings were held ; halls,

churches, school houses were nightly crammed with old and

young, and the hearts of the people were fully aroused to the

work. A nucleus was formed here, another there, combinations-

were effected and companies fully organized—and with such

rapidity did recruiting proceed, that Chenango and Madison

soon filled the quota of the District—ten company organiza-

tions having been completed—seven being from the former,.

and three from the latter county.

The class of men enrolled at this time was different from

that previously sent into the field, or from that sent since.

'At this time, the dark cloud of war hung heavily over our

land, and our best men—men of families, who had heretofore

believed it impossible to leave their homes, their occupations,.

and those bound to them by the nearest and dearest ties, saw

that a crisis was approaching, and that effective blows must

be struck at once, if at all.

Actuated by such motives, the strong men—representing-

the capital and labor of both counties—came forward, and

offered their services in this hour of general despondency.

Their object was not one of adventure—such as called many

of our first volunteers to the field ; nor fear of conscription,.

nor pecuniary inducements which undoubtedly influenced

many who have since recruited our ranks ; but a great major-
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ity of the men in this regiment, entered the service from con-

victions of right.

Norwich, in the County of Chenango, was selected as the

place of rendezvous, and there the several companies^ as they

respectively reached the mustering standard, repaired.

This village, situated far away from the scream of the loco-

motive, or the rattle of the car, at once assumed a martial

air, and the roll of the drum, the bustle of camp, or the

Iramp of citizen soldiery, seemed alike to startle and amuse

rt* quiet inhabitants, the great mass of whom never before

not since, saw fifty regular soldiers parade in uniform.

Two companies were recruited in Norwich, namely, B
8*1 C—the farmer under Captain Jacob S. Bockee ; the latter-

W Captain Piatt Titus, aided by their Lieutenants, to whom
authority had been given.

On the 6th day of August, the first company, from Oxford,

At the maximum strength, under command of Captain Oscar

H. Curtis, was accepted at the general rendezvous, with

marked enthusiasm and applause. The second and third com-
panies, spoken of as recruited in Norwich, soon after reported

to the commandant as of the required strength.

Captain Henry B. Morse, ot Eaton, Madison County, pre-

sented a company of one hundred and thirty men—a portion

of whom, under command of Lieutenant Robert P. York, were

transferred to Company H.

Captain Curtis' company, being the first mustered, was
assigned the right of the regimental line, and lettered A;
Captain Boetee's company (B), was assigned the left, and
Company C, the center and the colors.

Following in quick succession was Company E, from Greener

Captain Ransom Maedonald; F, from Sherburne, Captain;
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-Charles Colwell; G, from Hamilton, Captain Charles E. Tuck-

er; H, from Bainhridge, Captain Dyer D. Bullock; I, from

-Otselic, Captain J. Floyd Thompson; K, from Cazenovia,

-CaptaiiWSeneca Lake.

With a single exception, the companies were of the maxi-

mum strength allowed by General Order, No. 15, War De-

partment, series of 18G1 ; but although early in August, Col-

onel Smith telegraphed the fact to the authorities at Albany,

no mustering officer was sent to fully complete its organiza-

tion and muster the regiment into the United States Service,

untilSeptember 3d, 1862.

The transportation of the several companies from their

towns to Norwich, was inmost cases the voluntary offering of

the people; farmers often, taking their teams from the hay

field, and filling their wagons with enthusiastic volunteers,

would drive to Norwich, and in this way nearly one thousand

men were collected at the rendezvous.

The ten companies were now located at Norwich. The

-contract for supplying them with rations, was bid in by Mr.

Newman (rates. With John I\ Smith, who was his partner

and assistant, he erected a large wooden building on the

encampment ground, on Rexford street, and generally known
.as the J. R. Wheeler lot. The accommodations were such

that about one-half of the regiment could be seated at a

time, and the tables were supplied with an abundance of

wholesome food; but, coming from all the comforts of home,

many of the men were dissatisfied, as they were unaccustomed

to tin plates and pewtermugs as table furniture; but how often

afterwards during the fatigues of a campaign, and the scarcity

of even areduced army ration, would those men have hailed

the chance of paying roundly fur such a meal as, in the early
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day* of their soldiering, they would have pushed aside as unfit

to he eaten.

About one-half the required number of common, or A
tents were supplied, and the balance of the regiment was

quartered in a building on Mitchell street, known as the Milner

>t<>?v House ; in which, with the accommodations of our hotels,

a:s«l those private residences which were opened to the men,

they were very comfortably quartered.

Upon the recommendation of Colonel Smith, Samuel R. Per

L*c, a well known -citizen of Norwich, extensively engaged

m llu* forwarding business, which he cheerfully resigned, was
< ?r.mi**joned Adjutant, and likewise assigned the duties of

MMcri&g Oflieer and Acting Quartermaster. He at once
e s-+\i\ iht* arduous labor of organizing the regiment. None,

**lm have not learned by hard experience, the many perplex-

hiv* of combining companies; of assigning positions; of

raa*u*rijig, inspecting and supervising the making up of a reg-

ivnt of over one thousand men, can adequately judge of the
s -. i^mtude of the work; but Adjutant Per Lee's general
I :-ine*s qualifications fitted him for the place, and the pro-

gress of events developed his accuracy in the several depart-

?.• nt- under his charge. All of this work was done under
Ue direction of Colonel Smith, as commanding officer—but
In could hardly have selected another man who would, in these

- wral complicated departments, have discharged the duties
w

i correctly; and as a mark of high appreciation, Adjutant
Per Lee was, at the request of the officers of the line, recom-
lumvIchJ us

t un<j thereupon was commissioned, Lieutenant-
ColoueL

1 lie medical inspection was conducted by Dr. Levi P. Wag-
»r» of Oxford, a physician of ability, who passed a rigid but
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satisfactory examination before the Board at Albany, and

who was appointed Surgeon, and assigned to this regiment.

Dr. "Wagner gave the examination of the men, his personal

attention, and no man was accepted, whose physical condition

would not stand the test of the doctor's severe scrutiny ; and

the general sanitary condition, and the unusually small num-

ber of men afterwards discharged for disability, show how
much is due to this officer for his thorough attention to his

duties at the outset.

And it is greatly to be deplored, that in the latter days of

recruiting, Examining Surgeons have so little regarded this

point, and sent to encumber the army, anything which pre-

sented itself for a thousand dollars, or to fill a quota, care-

less of physical condition, age or infirmity, and not infre-

quently sending to regiments, in the same squads, fathers and

sons; the one, broken down with age—the other, unfit to

bear the hardships which test the iron constitutions of the

strongest men. For examples of the evils attendant on this

negligent course, let the record of the recruits of this regi-

ment attest.

Of the original members of this regiment, the records of the

Adjutant's office show a smaller percentage of men incapaci-

tated by reason of latent diseases brought out by the fatigues

attendant on soldier life, than almost any other regiment in

the sen-ice ; and the number of men discharged during the

first six month's or year's service on account of such diseases,

was so small as to cause remark by the Medical

Director of the Department of the Gulf; while, on the other

hand, the estimate would not be too large, to say that one-

third of all the recruits which were afterwards forwarded to

the regiment, were discharged from hospitals in less than one
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year from the time they were taken up on the Muster Rolls.

During the latter part of August, Colonel Shephard, Act-

ing Assistant Inspector General, inspected the regiment on its

ferrule ground, after which he complimented Colonel Smith,

©n having a body of men, as fine looking, both for size and

cleanliness, as any he had seen.

On the 27th day of August, Colonel George Bliss, Paymas-

ter General of the State, paid the men the Governors Bounty

of fifty dollars each. Colonel Bliss was an admirable officer,

j rompt, decisive and courteous.

The last of the- month, the United States and County Boun-

ties wt-fi' paid, with one month's advance pay.

The United .States Allotment Commissioners were present,

%rA their report of the amount of monies allotted by the sol-

&&rs i* very flattering. It is as follows:

• Omjjsauy A, allotted by ninety-four men, _ §1,022.

Company B, allotted by ninety-seven men,.. 945.

Company C, allotted by ninety-five men, 917.

Company D, allotted by eighty-eight men.... SGo.

iVsfpany E, allotted by eighty-seven men, 954.'

Company F, allotted by eighty men. 7S0.

Company G, allotted by seventy-six men, 718.

Company H, allotted by by eighty-four men, 859.

Company I, allotted by eighty-nine men, 890.

Company K, allotted by ninety- six men, 9S1.

Nearly every man who signed at all, allotted at least ten

dollars, some twelve; and when asked to whom the order

should be payable, it was pleasant to hear the frequent re-

ftponse, "my wife."

The regiment was now full; the additional Field and Staff

n.crs were appointed; the [company organizations were
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complete, and all that remained to be done, was the muster

into the service of the United States.

On the 2d day of September, Captain David Ireland,

Mustering Officer, arrived in Norwich, and on the day follow-

ing, the regiment was marched to the public square, formed

in column by companies, and there formally mustered into

service. At that muster, not less than one thousand men
were present; at its muster out,.Tune 8th, 1865, fourhundred and

sixty two names appear on the rolls, as its aggregate strength

present and absent. Let the campaigns from Bisland to Cedar

Creek stand accountable for the discrepancy.

The Sabbath previous to the departure for the seat of war,

the regiment entire, accepted an invitation from Rev. Mr.

Benedict, Pastor of the Norwich Baptist Church, and was

present at the morning services. The body of the house was

'"filled with the soldiers, not less than nine hundred being

present.

Mr. Benedict, with his characteristic eloquence, spoke of

the relations of the soldier to his country in her hour of-peril;

portrayed the temptations which would beset his pathway at

every step; urged the necessity of a determined resistance
;

counselled obedience and faithfulness in the discharge of the

duties devolving on- him. The sermon was deeply impressive,

and was listened to attentively.

Shortly before the regiment left Norwich, some very inter-

esting ceremonies took place, showing the interest manifested

by the friends of our cause.

One was the presentation of a horse and equipments to

Colonel Smith. The presentation took place in front of the

Court House, in the presence of tin.' regiment and a vast con-

course of people. The gift to Colonel Smith, was from his
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friends in the County, who had long known him as a kind"

man and a good citizen. They were now bestowing on hint

the trappings of war, and entrusting to his charge their sons

and brothers, and the hearts of all, unbiassed by political or-

religious differences, were beating in unison with his own;

all thinking of the one great object to be accomplished—the

salvation of our country.

The speech on the part of the people was made by Isaac

8. Newton, Esq., Colonel Smith responding in person.

Lieutenant-Colonel Per Lee, was, at the same time, presen-

ted with a beautiful sword, sash, belt and horse equipments,,

which he accepted with the promise that they should be used

only with honor; his townsmen know how well he has

kept his pledge. The presentation speech was made by

Rev. William Searle, of Norwich.

The ladies of Otselie, presented the company of Captain-

J. Floyd Thompson, with an elegant silk flag. Speeches were

made by lion. David B. Parce, and Judge Prindle.

Captain Morse's company from Eaton, was likewise the

recipient of a stand of colors, which was borne by the regi-

ment in all its engagements, until the close of the Red River

campaign, when nothing but the bare flag-staff remained.

Presentations by companies to the officers of the line, were
common, and numerous swords, sashes and belts changed
hands with "neat and appropriate speeches."

Tin- officers of the organization, as completed on the 3d oi"

September, wore as follows, viz :

Field and Staff—Colonel, Elisha B. Smith, Norwich;
Lieutenant-Colonel, Samuel R. Per Lee, Norwich; Major,
ttrnry B. Muisr. Eaton; Surgeon. Levi P. Wagner, Oxford;
rim Assistant Surgeon, Henry C. Beardsley, Hamilton; Sec-
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ond Assistant Surgeon, Harris II. Beccher, Norwich ; Adju-

tant, James F. Fitts,Lewiston, Niagara County; Quartermas-

ter, J. Floyd Thompson, Otselic ; Chaplain, Henry Callahan
?

Oxford

Company Officers—Company A—Captain, Oscar H. Cur-

tis; First Lieutenant, Samuel S. Stafford; Second Lieutenant,

James E. Gilbert.

Company B—Captain, Jacob S. Bockee; First Lieutenant,

Lauren M. Nichols ; Second Lieutenant, Edwin O. Gibson.

Company C—Captain, Piatt Titus; First Lieutenant, Shu-

bael A. Brooks; Second Lieutenant, "William H. Longwell.

Company D—Captain, "Willie M. Bexford; First Lieu-

tenant, James E. Wedge; Second Lieutenant, Smith Case.

Company E—Captain, Ransom Macdonald; First Lieuten

ant, Nicholas A. Dederer ; Second Lieutenant, George G.

Donnelley.

Company F—Captain, Charles Colwell; First Lieutenant,

Adrian Foote; Second Lieutenant, John F. Buell.

Company G—Captain, Charles E. Tucjker; First Lieuten-

ant, Charles "W. Underbill ; Second Lieutenant, Homer TV.

Searle.

Company II—Captain, Dyer D. Bullock; First Lieutenant,

Robert P. York; Second Lieutenant, Edwin M. Osborne.

Company I—Captain, Hiram S. Wheeler; First Lieutenant,

^Nelson TV. Schermerhorn; Second Lieutenant, Elias P. Pellet.

Company T£—Captain, Seneca Lake ; First Lieutenant,

Daniel C. Knowlton ; Second Lieutenant, Erastus L. Car-

penter.

Non-Commissioxed Staff—Sergeant Major, Elijah St John

;

Quartermaster Sergeant, Augustus P. Clark; Commissary
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Sergeant, George E. Ilawley ; Hospital Steward, Ebenezer

MeClmtoek.

Dwight Parce, of Norwich, was appointed Sutler.

Colonel Smith telegraphed repeatedly to Albany, announc-

ing that his "regiment was ready to move. On the evening

of S pteinbcr 5th, orders were received to move on the day

following.

< hi >aturday evening, September 6th, the line was formed

on the parade ground, and the regiment marched by the flank,

through the streets of Norwich, to the canal, on South Main

Str*Hrt, and embarked on boats tor Binghamton.

Tlu* *ni-vt* were t hrongod with anxious people, who lingered

:-.-'<', i turvwcll to friends, who were quitting the peaceful

*v^caUoii$ of home, and embarking in perilous and hitherto

feisksiown scenes.

How titruugely the appearance of that noble body of men,

*> a then was, contracts with what it was two years later.

\ \n :j. une thousand strong, its line of march had more showy
*:,;...;i'-unee than our war-worn brigades of thirty months' ser-

• :<; then, these men were citizens, newly dressed in the

paraphernalia of war; with awkwardly fitting uniforms and
unsteady step ; unsoldterly and uncouth in every motion; but

in two years, a little band, at least less than half its former

ttrength; men, who in the very front of hard fought tields,

have Warned what hardships are; what dangers thieken at

every dawn; what toil, and care, and fatigue, follow at every

*vp. whether under Summers heat or Winter's cold, alike

ln*y mu-tou; from severe and constant contact, they have
k irmd the lesson of stern and patient soldiering.

leu canal boats were in waiting, and a company placed on
t.vch. Slowly they moved oiV, many of the people following

B





14 HISTORY OF TttE 114TH REGIMENT. [1862.

along the bank, seemingly unwilling to give up their friends

and relatives. There were many sad hearts in Norwich, and

in Chenango and Madison counties, that night. There were

many brave men, too, who that evening, as they slowly sailed

away, looked back on the green hills of Chenango for the last

time, and who now sleep in honored graves from the Shenan-

doah to the Red, from, the Potomac to the Mississippi Rivers.

Nothing extraordinary occurred during this canal voyage,

save the-*chastisement of a man in Greene, who shouted for

Jeff. Davis. A few enthusiastic members of one of the com-

panies, in the politest manner possible, treated the offender

to several plunge baths in the canal, whereupon he was allowed

to retire, on promise of better conduct in the future.

Arriving at Binghamton, the regiment was received by the

One Hundred and Thirty-Seventh New York Volunteers.

Its welcome and pleasant tarry is briefly described in the

Binghamton Daily Republican^ of the 9th of September as

follows:

"Colonel E. I». Smith's regiment arrived at this place, on

Sunday evening last, in canal boats from Norwich, the sol-

diers remaining on the boats. On Monday morning, by invi-

tation of Colonel Ireland, of the One Hundred and Thirtv-

Seventh, they marched over to the barracks for breakfast.

After breakfast they marched back to the depot, where thev

deposited, in the cars awaiting them, their knapsacks, &c.,

and awaited the arrival of Colonel Ireland's regiment, which

escorted them to the front of the Court House, where an

address of welcome was delivered by Hon. Daniel S. Dickin-

son, which was responded to by Colonel Smith. The speech

and response, were eloquent and patriotic. Mr. Dickinson

welcomed his old lVien<ls from his native County of Chenango,
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in the name of all classes, in the name ot patriotism and of

their country, and expressed his belief and hope, that a good

account would be heard from the regiment.

44 Colonel Smith in his remarks, alluded handsomely to Col-

onel Ireland, and expressed a hope that the regiments would

be brigaded together,-and that Broome and Chenango would

*taud shoulder to shoulder in the defence of their country's

Jhig.

* ; Colonel Smith is a fine looking officer, and has a clear, ring-

ing voice of command. We expect to hear a good account

of him.
41 Clark, the war vocalist, favored the vast crowd with the

* Sword of Bunker Hill,' and the 'Death of Warren.'
u Three cheers were given for Mr. Dickinson, Colonel Smith,

Colonel Ireland, Clark, and the boys generally. The sight

-of two regiments in uniform, and the large concourse of our

citizens, ladies and gentlemen, in carriages and on foot, pre-

sented a military pageant never before witnessed in Bing-

h.untou. '

"The regiment got off about ten o'clock, in good order, and
m ample cars, amid the shouts and cheers of the people.

Both regiments presented a tine appearance, and the whole
affair was creditable to them and to our people."

The regiment reached Elmira, during the afternoon, and
twanged cars in a heavy rain storm. From thence to Balti-

more, not] ling of interest occurred.

Arriving at Baltimore, on the evening of the 10th, the reg-

iment remained at the depot during the night, and Colonel
Smith reported to Major-General Wool, commanding, for

©filers.

1 here had long been an acquaintance between the Colonel
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and the General, and it was but natnral that the latter should

desire to retain so large and fine a regiment under his com-

mand. His desire was granted by the War Department, ancl

the regiment was ordered into camp near Druid Plill Park, at

a place known as "Camp Belger," which was vacated for-

that purpose by the Thirty-Eighth Massachusetts Volunteers-

This camp was named in honor of Colonel James Belger.

then Quartermaster in the United States Ann y, but since dis-

missed the service by General Order, Xo. 383, War Depart-

ment, series of 1863.

Camp Belger had been fitted up in magnificent style, by
the Thirty-Seventh Regiment New York State Militia, which

occupied me ground during a three months' service, and was

the most delightful location which can be imagined for the

lodgment of troops. Camp life here, seemed like an excur-

sion at home, or a pic nic on a grand scale.

The camp was well wooded and watered ; recrularlv laid

out in company streets, with broad avenues, and located at

the terminus of the City Bail Road; the soil was hard and

well adapted for drills and parades. Tt was in a Xorth West-
erly direction from the city, about two arid one-half miles

distant, and owned by Judge Bond, of the Criminal Court of

Baltimore, a man of sterling Union principles, who, in the

early days of thy rebellion, suffered almost martyrdom for

adhering to the cause of his country.

The Judge, wl^ose beautiful residence was contiguous to-

the camp, (and from which floated an American Fla<r, even

through the mob rule of the city), used frequentlv to visit

the regiment, and speak words of cheer to all, which were-

indeed refreshing to hear, after the name which the "Monu-
mental City" had gained by the memorable assault on the 15th
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of April 1861. At that time, with a Baltimorean, we were

accustomed to associate the most magnified ideas of a seces-

sionist and a rebel. At the bounteous table of Judge Bond,

many of the officers of the regiment were welcomed, and his

doors were ever opened to the sick and suffering. He assured

us that our ideas regarding public sentiment in the city were

erroneous, and that Baltimore had many men as loyal as him-

self, who, from personal reasons were less free in their exhib-

itions of ardor in the cause of the union; and gradually our

excited feelings were toned down to a healthier state, and, as

we became more the soldier, we became less the alarmist.

On the 10th of September, arms were issued to the men.

They were of the most approved pattern of the Springfield

Rifled Musket, each weighing about twelve pounds; calibre

-577, and carrying an elongated ball, one ounce in weight.

These pieces were graduated for one thousand yards, but were

effective about two-thirds that distance only. These muskets

were undoubtedly the most serviceable in use. They had

many advantages over the Enfield; and while for certain kinds

of special service, Spencer's Repeating Rifle was preferable, yet

there is no arm so effective for the use of Infantry, as the

Springfield. The Government price for these arms and

accoutrements, if carelessly lost or destroyed, is about twenty-

seven dollars.

The men having been armed, began to have the appearance

of soldiers. Drills in the manual, facings and marching were

at once commenced—and both officers and men seemed to

enter into the exercises with a commendable zeal.

At the evening parade of September 12th, the following

General Order, was issued, announcing Camp regulations:
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Headquarters 114th Reo't New York Volunteers' }
Camp Belger, Baltimore, Md., Sept. 12, 1865. f

General Order, No. 1.

Until further orders, the following regulations will be strictly observed

in this Camp, viz :

Reveille, 5:30 A.M.
Police call, * .6:00 "

Peas on Trencher, 6:30

Surgeon's Call, _ 7:30 "

Guard Mounting J ..8:30

Company Drill, 9:30 to 11:00 '«

Roast Beef, 12:00 M.

Company Drill, 1:30 to 3,00 P. M.

Camp Inspection, _. 4:40 "

Retreat, 6:00 "

Tattoo, 9:00 "

Taps 9:30 "

The several company commanders will be held to a rigid accountability

for the thorough policing of quarters, and a prompt observance of the-

above. By Order,

COLONEL SMITH.
James F. Fitts, Adjutant.

Such was our daily routine of lite while we remained at

Camp Belter.

The Officer of the Day and Surgeon wore charged witF*

daily inspections of the camp, and the kitchens. The latter

were constructed inthebest possible manner,nicely covered and

furnished with stoves of a sufficient size to permit cooking-

for companies of one hundred men each. The streets and

avenues wen? thoroughly swept each morning, and the general

appearance of the ('amp was excellent.

The regiment was brigaded with tie 4 Thirty-Eigtn Massa-

chusetts, ami One Hundred and Sixteenth, and One Hundred.

and Twenty Eighth New York Volunteers, under command
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of Brigadier-General Emory, who reported directly to Major-

General Wool, commanding the Ninth Army Corps, and

District of Baltimore. General Emory subsequently com-

manded a Division; and later, a Corps ; of him more will

be said as we reach the history of the campaigns of the

Department of the Gulf.

Among the associations there, which will he remembered

with pleasure, is the "Officers' Mess.'* Never since has there

been a " Mess " accommodating all. This was under charge of *

our Sutler, Mr. Dwight II. Farce, assisted by Mr. Weils II.

Ufiord, as caterer. A large building was erected at the end

of the camp, in the grove, of sufficient size to accommodate

alb A set of rules was adopted, requiring the senior officer

present to occupy the chair at the head of the table ; a call

to order; grace to be said by the Chaplain, and forbidding

members from leaving the table without permission from the

presiding officer. Conversations of a pleasing nature were

freely indulged in; wit and humor prevailed; but all discus-

sions, tending to excite or irritate, were forbidden, if indeed,

they were ever desired. About thirty officers of the regiment

wore members of the "-Mess," which was well conducted,

until the breaking up of camp.

While lying at Camp Belger, the battle of Antietam

was fought. It is not, even to this day. generally known

among the officers and men of the regiment, that the One

Hundred and Fourteenth was tinder orders to join our army

at that place; but these were countermanded. Had we at

th t< t!:'v> bi'on seat under them, we should probably have

been permanently assigned t<> the Army of the Potomac;

and, undoubtedly, the whole future course of our history

changed, and while we should have had nolighting more severe,
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we should have missed the vast experience of sea voyages and

campaigns in the extreme South, as well as the luxuries in

which that garden of America abounds.

On the 24th of September Colonel Smith received orders

for the detail of a detachment for guard at the General

Hospitals, and in complying with this order, details were

made from the several companies. Company I was afterwards

sent to Camden Street Hospital, but was subsequently relieved

by Company D, in order that all the advantages of drill

might not be given to one portion of the regiment. Com-

panies C, E, and K, were later assigned to duty at the several

Hospitals and Depots of the city, where they^remained until

orders were received for the regiment to be in readiness to

move. These companies discharged their duties in a very

soldier-like and highly satisfactory manner.

A detatcliment of fifty men of Company II, under command
of Lieutenant Ilobert P. Voile, was ordered toMarlborough, for

the purpose of enforcing the Draft which had been threatened

with resistance by the people and the press of that rebellious

vicinity. About the 1st of October, Lieutenant York left

camp with his men, and proceeded to Kladensburg by rail,

and from thence marched about eighteen miles to the place

of their destination.

The duty was that of Provost guard, and although the

people threatened much, no collision took place between

them and the soldiers. Lieutenant York having been taken

ill, was relieved by Captain Bullock, of the same company.
The principal official acts of Captain Bullock were the arrest

of one Captain Walter Buouy, a rebel oilicer, who was to be

one of the party in obstrucun'_r the draft, whom he conveyed

to the old Capitol Prison, and the suppression of a malignant
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rebel sheet at Marflborough. As our preparations for a

movement hegan, Captain Bullock and his detachment were

relieved, andjoined the regiment just in time to embark on

the transports
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That portion of the regiment not detached in the city,

remained at Camp Belger, drilling several hours each day,

during the month of October.

On the evening parade of November 2d, a Special Order

was read, dated Headquarters of the Brigade, and of which

the following is an extract

:

I. The following Regiments having been designated, will hold them-

selves in readiness to march at a moment's notice, on distant Fervice :

110th N". Y. V., Col. D. C. Littlejohn ; 114th N. Y. V., Col. E. B. Smith ;

116th N. Y. V., Col. E. P. Charm ; 108th N. Y. V., Col. D. S. Cowles
;

38th Mass. Vols., Col. S. fcagwtham.

II. The commanders of Regiments will see that the arms and equip-

ments of each man are complete, and that he has in his knapsack one

pair of shoes, and a complete change of under clothing, i. e., shirts,

stockings, and drawers.

We remember how welcome was this intelligence to the

entire command. Now. for active service—for practical

campaigning, thought every man.

And "distant service." Did it mean Charleston, Mobile,

or Texas ? All were points of interest, and towards which,

it was believe*}, great expeditions were ^fitting. How many
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were the surmises—how many times each day were company

officers besieged with questions, " When and where are we
going?" And how little did they know. Was it pride

trium] thing over Yankee curiosity and inquisitiveness which

prevented the officers even, from making these inquiries of

their superiors ? We all wanted to know, but who should

be the victim to ask, and be met with the just rebuke, "Your

orders are to be ready—obey them."

All were impatient. Delays, especially to beginners, are

tedious. "Shall we never get started?" "What are we
waiting for?" "Do you think we shall go to-morrow—this

week—next ?" were questions which might have been heard

many times each day. An extra allowance of clothing was

drawn, and each received a pair of shoes, which were strapped

to the knapsacks. A general uneasiness pervaded the

regiment.

On the morning of November 5th, the camp was all agog.

.

Glorious news ! Orders had really been received to strike

tents, and embark on Ocean steamers.

Quickly, and with shouts of merriment, the tents were

stripped down, and Companies A, B, and C, marched aboard

the splendid United States Steam Transport, Arago. Com-

panies D, F, and G, on the day following, embarked on the

monster Atlantic, and later, the remaining companies E, II,

I and K, were ordered aboard the propeller Thames.

Captain Curtis was the senior officer in charge of the

detachment which took passage on the Arago; the officer

however, in charge of the vessel, was Colonel D. S, Cowles,

of the One Hundred and Twenty-Eighth Regiment New
York Volunteers, which was also on this ship. Over thirteen

hundred troops were on the steamer, and they were even less
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crowded than those on smaller vessels, carrying not to exceed

five companies.

It is "believed that Colonel Cowles showed equal favor to

the three companies of the One Hundred and Fourteenth,

that he did his own regiment. He was a man of pleasing

manners, affable and kind. He was killed at Port Hudson

on the 27th of May, at the battle of Plain Store, while in

the faithful discharge of his duty, at the head of his command.

Major Morse reported, with the detachment on the Atlantic,

-to Colonel Edwin P. Chapin, of the One Hundred and Six-

teenth New York, who was the senior officer on board. Aside

irom these troops, four companies of a Massachusetts Regi-

-nient were ordered aboard the Atlantic, which made an

aggregate of about seventeen hundred men.OCT C?

Colonel Chapin, like Colonel Cowles, met his death at Port

Hudson, and later, our own beloved Colonel; thus the

three Colonels of the New York troops so intimately associ-

ated together, were all destined to fall before that rebel

stronghold. After the death of Colonel Chapin, a Brigadier

-General's commission was issued and forwarded to his father

at Buffalo, as a mark of appreciation of his good qualities as

i
an officer.

The companies on the Atlantic and Arago, were fortunate

in having passage in first class steamers. The ships are well

-known to the world as a portion of the famous " Collins

Line," which formerly plied between New York and the

ports of England. r-s

Not so, those aboard the Thames. She was an insignifi-

cant propeller, very narrow, ill-proportioned and frail. Up
to the time when our government needed and pressed every

available transport into its service, this vessel was a fourth
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class merchantman. She had none of the conveniences which,

are so indispensibly necessary to a transport bearing levies of"

troops. Every portion of the ship was crowded. The
* galleys were insufficient, even for the ship's crew, and we

were obliged to place the requisite supply of water in casks

lashed to the railing ; a dangerous experiment, as it afterwards

proved. We were also obliged to take a quantity of coal and*

commissary stores on the deck, an encumbrance which nearly

proved our ruin.

But the orders were that four companies must go on the

Thames. It availeth little to go back of General Orders,

especially for convenience, and rarely for safety.

The craft—which hardly merited the name of ship—was

then fitted up as $est it could be. Bunks were constructed

in the hold, and a cooking galley erected on the deck, of

sufficient capacity to accommodate two companies at once
;

then, by commencing at four o'clock in the morning, and work-

ing until ten in the evening, a sufficient quantity of rations

could be cooked for "all hands." This nia;ht work in the

galleys, was strictly forbidden by Army Regulations, but

with the limited conveniences of the transport, it could not

be avoided.

Colonel Smith made his headquarters on the Thames, and

was aecompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel Per Lee, Surgeon

Wagner, and Adjutant Fitts, of his Staff.

The three transports above mentioned, started for Fortress

Monroe on the morning of the 6th, but all run aground on

the bar in Baltimore harbor, and were more or less delayed.

On the 7th, the Thames was towed off by a tugr and the

neeond day following, the Arago was relieved from her

position, and steamed down the Bay, to Fortress Monroe.
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The Atlantic, being of greater draught, was detained on the

bar for several days, but finally joined us.

Tne fleet assembled during the month of November, and

anchored in Hampton Roads.

To one unpraetieed in such scenes, it was magnificent.

From the Fortress to Newport News, were stretched side

wheel steamers of the largest class, with propellers, monitors,

and shipping of all kin<\s.

The scenery around was calculated to awaken feelings of

wonder. On the one side was Fortress Monroe, a gigantic

piece of masonry, with its cast-mates protruding pieces of the

best artillery hi the world; its parapets thickly studded with

heavy ordnance, which could sweep "the country for miles

around; its miniature Navy Yard of ammunition; the Rip

Raps, rising like one mighty rock on the other; Cranny

Island and SewalPs Point in the distance, famous at the

commencement oi the war; and the sunken .wrecks of the

ill-fated Congress and Cumberland^ all combined to awaken

a deep, thrilling emotion in the hearts of untraveled soldiers.

The detachment of troops on the Thames was more fortu-

nate h\ one respeet, than those on either of the other larger

steamers. The draught of the Thames being less than they,

she could steam up to the landing and disembark her troops,

while the larger vessels were obliged to send the men ashore

on tugs and ferry boats, which would occasionally be sent

alongside. The men on the Thames had the advantage of

going ashore each day fo£ exercise and drill, while the others

were at the caprice of dilatory Quartermasters, who were

often negligent in sending the necessary light draught boats

for transportation. To this cause, it is believed the better

health oi the troops on the smaller transports is due.
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The Atlantic and Arago were kept constantly at anchor at

Fortress Monroe, white the Thames made frequent trips to

Newport News and Norfolk.

To those who were interested in the collection of relics,

ample opportunities were afforded.

At Newport Xews the wrecks of the Congress and Cum-

berland were daily visited, by anxious relic hunters, and

pieces of the wood work, bits of rope, or fragments of sails,

were borne away as trophies : while a few were even fortunate

enough to obtain shreds of the flag that was being whipped

to pieces from the mast head of the Cumberland, and which

defiantly fluttered in the breeze, long after the rebel monster

had completed its work of destruction.

Hampton was likewise a place of resort. This was a small

village, the seat of Elizabeth County, Virginia, situated on

the left, bank of the James River, about two miles from its

entrance into the Chesapeake Bay. The part of the estuary

of the river, between this town and Norfolk is called Hamp-
ton Roads. Hampton is a very old town, and possesses much

historic interest. Its present importance is derived principally

from its proximity to Fortress Monroe, which is about two

and one-half miles distant. Hampton has suffered materially

during the war, as it was one of the theatres of the com-

mencement of our troubles, and was entirely destroyed by

fire, by order of the rebel General Magruder, in 1861.

The old church and church yard are, perhaps, the objects

of must interest ; the walls of the former were remaining,

and the latter bearing unmistakable marks of neglect, rapine

and war.

The church yard is said to be the oldest in America, and

its antique appearance would certainly tend to corroborate
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this statement. Many of the tombs have crumbled to decay,

and fragments of monuments and stones are strewn around.

On a broken slab of the finest Italian marble, is found the

following inscription, which may serve to show how far back,

in the history of this country, the record goes :

"der this Stone lyea the Body of Cap. W
ills<on who departed thi9 life the 19 D
ecember in the year 1701 being the 12

Memory of the ItiFt if» Blessed : ProT. 10 : 7

nory be recorded and held in Everlasti

remembrance."

The stone was badly broken, and this was all the inscrip-

tion which could be obtained. Another piece of this stone

shows that "Capt. Willson" was one hundred and twenty-

eight years of age when he died, which would make his birth

in the year 1573.

Sunday, the 30th, the companies on the Thames marched

to Hampton, where services were held by the Chaplain in the

ruins of this old church. It was built in the form of a cross,

and is said to have been the first church erected in the

United States.

We visited Xorfolk, where the companies went ashore for

drill. Here we first practiced battalion movements, under

the direction of the Adjutant, and one day for varietv's sake,

inarched to Fort Xorfolk, which was then used as a prison

for such prisoners of state as had given offence to the govern-

ment, ami aid to the enemy in the vicinity of that city.

At Newport News we disembarked and prepared to go

into camp, repairing and completing the deserted barracks,

which had, the winter previous, been occupied bv the Seven-

teenth New York Volunteers, but contrary orders were

received, and we again went on ship board.
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Thus, during the entire month of November we were kept

on crowded transports, a portion of the time on short rations,

with limited facilities for washing, so necessary to the sanitary

condition of the command.

Early in December appearances betokened a movement,

and we were all heartily glad, for there is nothing so unpleas-

ant and discouraging for troops, as to be kept imprisoned on

foul transports, with accommodations as limited as they must

of necessity be when so large a force is moved.

The fleet consisted of the following named steamers, a part

of which were side-wheeled ; the remainder propellers :

Baltic, (flag ship and Headquarters of Brigadier-General

Emory) Atlantic, Arago, Ericsson, Thames, United States,

Key West, Curlew, Tliorn, City of Bath, George's Creek, &.

B. Spaulding, Matanzas and Pocaliontas.

It was understood that the expedition was to be under the

command of Major-General Xathaniel P. Banks, who, it

was reported, had already sailed for the place of our

destination.





CHAPTER ni.

'*'"No\v would I give a thousand furlongs of «ea for an acre of barren ground. The
wills of heaven be done! but I would fain die a dry death."

—

Shakspeare.

SEA VOYAGE.

'BXO.TSQ, ORDERS—t~NDER WAT—RAIN—HEAVY WEATHER—THE STORM INCREASES—

CAPB HATTEEA3—A GALE—DIS A BLED—9IOXALOF DISTRESS—THE ERICSSON' ASSISTS

THE THAMES—A COLLISION—A "ftORBESPOSCDBNT'S DESCRIPTION OF THE ST^RM—

ITS GRANDEUR—THE SHIP IN PERIL—CULLLDING AGAIN—SEA SICKNESS—AS3ISTANCB

BY MEMBERS OF THE REGIMENT—ARRIVAL AT PORT ROTAL.

Ox the morning of December 3d, the drum was beaten, and

the following dispatch read to the troops:

" Commanding officers of transports will see that no officer or man is

permitted to go on shore, as the departure of the fleet ia honrlj

expected."

This intelligence was warmly received, and on the day

following, the signal code and sealed orders were sent to

Colonel Smith, with these Instructions :

" When the Baltic signals, put to sea and follow her; open sealed

orders onlv in case of separation or disaster.

Never was a ship so intently gazed at as the Haltic, and

every nutter of her ting was tortured into a "signal."

At ten in the morning the- long expected signal was given

and we moved down the Hay, but on aecotmt of some delay

were obliged t<> haul up until evening.

At eight o'clock, however, the Baltic signalled us again,

and we put to sea.

Early on Friday morning a drizzling rain set in, and a

fresh breeze sprung up. The wind increased as we approached

•Hatteras, and gave every evidence of a rough passage around
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the Cape. The feelings of all aboard were those of mingled

pleasure and fear. It was desirable to witness a storm at

*ea—but the dreaded consequences which might follow,

seemed to overbalance this desire, but it soon became evident

that willing or unwilling, we should have the opportunity of

seeing; the miiiffliii<j of the elements.

The description of the storm, as given by a correspondent

writing from the Thames, may serve to give some idea of its

magnitude and grandeur.

" On Board Steam Transport Thames,
\

Port Royal, S. C, Dec. 9th, 1802. )

"" Friday morning at the beating of the reveille, it "was raining, with

* smart breeze, which increased in freshness, by ten o'clock. It still

continued to increase as we approached Hatteras, and by the time wa
were off the Cape, it was a perfect gale.

" We stood before the storm until four in the evening, when we
became disabled by the breaking of the rock shaft of our engine, and

were fearing all the horrors of going adrift in the terrible storm.

" We hoisted the signal of distress, the " Union down," by inverting

the American flag at our mr.st head, and at this moment a heavy fog

settled around us, and we were feaiful that our signal would not be

*een.

" The fog rising before dark, however, the Ericsson, which was ahead

of us, saw our condition and hove down to our assistance.

" The sea was very foul. The Erica^on came alongside to get our

hawser, to take us in tow, but unfortunately she came too near, and the

rolliug of the two ships brought us together, smashing one of her life

boats to atoms, and breaking our -panker boom, which, falling, struck

down Captain Arey, of the Thames,.severely injuring his leg. He was
ferried below, where he yet remains, unable to move from his bed.

" The moment of the striking of the two ships was one of dreadful

anxiety, not only to us, but to those on the Ericsson. We were all

Jarful that she would crush us, and the variation of a second in the
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roll of the sea., would have broken the stern of our ship, and sent us to-

the bottom.

" Our escape seemed almost miraculous, and we were all glad when

our hawser was securely on her deck, and we saw her putting her

wheels in motion. She towed ns on, the wind blowing a perfect hurri-

cane. The night was very light, with flying clouds—but the gale was

terrible. I remained on deck all night to witness the grandeur of the

scene.

" As far as the «ye could reach, one mass of water rolling and surging

on, was all that could be seen. Each moment, this mountain of water

came on. gathering might and power with every motion, then break-

ing, its foam-cap'd surges would madly retreat, throwing the spray high

into tiie air ; and, again gathering up its broken billows, to meet again-

the same fate. Oh, it was a terribly grand spectacle. The lightning

played along over this boiling whirlpool of waters, and the phospho-

rescent light looked like diamonds glittering in the moonlight.

"The vessel rolled and tumbled about so that we were obliged tcv

cling to the rigging to keep from going overboard.

"The companies' cooking galley fell, scattering the deck with its;

fragments, but fortunately, injuring no one.

"By twelve o'clock, midnight, the condition of the ship was such

that it became a matter of necessity to stave her water casks, throw

overboard quantities of our rations, beef, pork, beans, coffee, molasses,.

&c., as well as some clothing, and all our deck coal.

" This lightened her somewhat, but still she danced madly about.

Standing amidships, it was a terrific sight to see h«r bow rise with the

waves, and then sink down to kiss the whirling waters beneath.

" Thus things continued until long after light, when the wind abated

somewhat from its fury, but the tea still rolled high. It was feared in

the midst of the gale, that our hawser would part, and had it done so^

we must have gone adrift, at the mercy of the waves.

" At three o'clock, the afternoon of Saturday, the wind had in a srreat

measure ceased, but the swell was still heavy. The hawser, which was
not well guarded on the Ericsson, chafed off. Again she run alongside-,

for our line, and again the dread scene oi the day before was enacted.

We struck her again, staving another small boat, scattering the frag-





1862.] COLIDING AGAIN. 33

ments on our deck, and demolishing the forward rail of our ship. Oh,

hovr vividly the scene stands out on my mind. All who witnessed it»

were confident it must end in oui destruction, and every eye was intently

rivited on these black monsters which seemed eager to grapple in the

giant struggle. It was a moment of awful anxiety. But not a man
cried out in terror, not a cheek paled, nor a lip quivered ; but each gazed

in silence, breathlessly awaiting the result. At the moment we struck

,

the waves parted and we separated. This was our salvation—as we

nearly caught our anchor in her wheelhouse, which, holding us together,

both ships must have unavoidably been crushed.

" She got our hawser and we put on. The wind gradually subsided,

and as we got out of the Gulf Stream the waters became more calm.

Sunday was a fair day, and at evening we were running in comparatively

smooth waters.

" It was indeed a luxury to be once more quiet after being thumped

about, against boxes and barrels, or tossed about by the raging billows

/or a day or two.

" Most of the officers and men had to " settle with Neptune," as the

sailors call it, and the few who were not sick—and your correspondent

is happy to be classed with this latter number—alternately pitied,

aided and laughed at the sufferers.

" We arrived at Port Royal at sunset on Monday, and will probably

remain here for repairs, or until we can get another ship.

" The rest of the fleet, as far as we know, went safely on ; the Thorn,

however, being of less tonnage than the Thames, was at last sight,

rolling and wallowing badly—but she is probably safe with the rest

'»»' th« expedition."

Not only was the Thames an unscaworthy vessel, but a

greater portion of her officers and crew were landsmen.

Captain Arey, a perfect gentleman and kind man, was only

accustomed to vessels which were in the coast and harbor

service, and /tad never before been out of sly Jit of land.

Mr. Henry Toby, Mate, was an old sailor of forty years
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experience—but at this time he was ill, and could give only

partial directions.

The crew was composed of the ordinary class which might

be picked up on any city dock, and with one or two excep-

tions were more frightened than any of those aboard, who

had never before seen a larger sheet of water than a mill-

pond.

One of them annoyed Mr. Toby exceedingly with his

foolish questions. Approaching him at the height of the gale,,

he timidly asked :
" Mr. Toby, what do you think ?" " I think

it blows like the devil," growled the old seaman. With this

state of things, the consequences might have been much more

serious, had tl]ere not been two " old salts " among the troops.

Duncan MeKeller and Jack Chidester, at the critical stage of

affairs offered their services to the Mate, who afterwards

complimented them by saying that they were worth to him

on that night, more than all the ship's crew together.

By the direction of the commanding officer their labors

were recorded by the Officer of the day, in his report, as

follows

:

" Honorable mention is made of Duncan MeKeller and Jack Chidester,.

Company E, 114th Regiment New York Volunteers, for their gallant

services during the late storm—and particularly for the aid rendered in

their endeavors to prevent the chafing off of the hawser."

Our arrival in the beautiful harbor of Port Royal, glad-

dened every heart, and now we obtained our first night's rest

since the storm began.
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• CHAPTER IV.

" The sails were filled, and fair the light winds blew."—Byron.

RE-EMBARKAllOX.

BOARD OF SURVEY ON THE THAMES—THE BARQUE VOLTIGEUR—TRANSFER OP THE

CARGO, &C,—SEA VOYAGE—JOU^RNALINGS—CROSSING BAHAMA BANKS—"'HOLE

IX THE WALL "—THE ALABAMA—OUT AT SEA—FOUR HUNDRED MILES FROM THJJ

COAST—CHRISTMAS—ARRIVAL AT SHIP ISLAND—BURIAL AT SEA—SOUTH WEST

PASS—CLOSE OF THE YEAR—EPITOME.

On the morning of the 9th, Colonel Smith went ashore and

reported to General Brannan, commanding the Post at Hilton.

Head.

General Brannan immediately ordered a Board of Survey

on the condition of the Thames^ and directed the proper

witnesses to appear, among whom was Capt. Lober, of the

Ericsson.

A careful investigation was made, and all the testimony

drawn out regarding the structure of the Thames.

The report of the Board is shown by the following-

extract :

" That her stanchions, knoes and braces are entirely too weak and

inadequate for the purpose of a sea going transport ve-sel, and that her

**>ams are exposed and open, and freely admit water, and that her plank-

ings and timbers generally, are of such light proportions as to render

her altogether unseaworthy."

Captain Lober also stated, that twice during the night of

the 5th, he ordered the hawser to be cut, thinking that the

Thames was swamped, :;s bhe entirely disappeared from his>
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Approving this report, General Brannan ordered the United

States Barque Ybltigeur,—the only vessel at hand—to pre-

pare to transport the troops to their place of destination.

The bunks were therefore changed from the Thames, and

the cargo and baggage likewise transferred.

The accommodations on the VoUigem\ although limited,

were much better than those of the Thames.

Large fatigue parties under charge of an officer were daily

' kept at work, and the remainder of the troops sent on shore

tor exercise and drill.

The climate was delightful, much like our Northern weather

in June. The opportunities for sea-bathing and washing

were ample—thus ridding ourselves of the ship's vermin.

The change was highly appreciated. A detachment of the

Seventy-Sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers was on duty here, and

treated the officers and men of the One Hundred and Four-

teenth with marked courtesy.

On the evening of the 1 tit i i of December, the entire cargo

had been shifted from the propeller to the barque, and the

troops changed quarters. It was understood that we were to

sail on the morrow, .and yet to all, save Colonel Smith, and

possibly the Lieutenant-Colonel, our destination was un-

known.

The voyage across the Bahama Banks and through the

Gulf, can perhaps, be as briefly detailed by extracts from the

Joitrhal of the writer.

"December 17,— At seven this morning we, were taken in

tow by the Boston, and in about two hours we parted the

hawser and put on sail.
r

l 'he wind was favorable, and we

pushed along at the rate of eight knots an hour. The weather

is clear, cool and healthv.
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MDecember 13.—The breeze of yesterday raised to a smart

blow, and the sea ran quite high. Most of the officers and

men are again sea sick. Crossed the Gulf Stream.

"December 19.—The weather is fine, with the exception of

occasional squalls. We are making extraordinarily good time,

Lut as we are approaching the " Hole in the Wall," we took

in sail, in order that we might not make it until daylight.

Evening cloudy, with rain.

"December 20.—Latitude, 26°—Longitude, 77°. The ob-

servation at 12 meridian, showed that we had run too far to

the South and East, and that we were near the Eleuthura

Islands. Changed our course, and run north-west, towards

the Island of Abaeo. At eight in the evening her lighthouse

was visible from the mast-head, and' later from the deck.

This light is on the south-east point of Abaco, -and was erected

by the English cr vernment in 1830. It being very dark,

and fearing the keys, the ship was laid up for the night.

About nine o'clock ship's lights were seen off our port, which

the Captain pronounced to be from a large steamer. She

seemed to be bearing down towards us, and it was soon a

matter of speculation whether it might not be the pirate

Alabama, which was supposed to be cruising in these waters.

The question was naturally asked :

t; Why should a steamer be

traversing the waters of the Bahama Banks ?" This is a track

seldom or never followed by any vessels having steam power.

Quite a sensation was created. Finally, however, she disap-

peared from our sight. We subsequently learned by the

papers, that at this date the Alabama committed some depre-

dations on our shipping at this point, ami there is little doubt

but the lights seen were from this pirate, which has so

'argely preyed on our commerce.
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"December 21.—Latitude 27°—Longitude 78°. At day-

light the Island of Abaco was visible fiom the deck, and

with a glass Ave could discern "buildings at the left of the

light-house. Captain Blye says they have been- erected since

he was on the island some years ago. Abaco is a long,

crooked island—the largest of the Bahama group—near the

Florida coast. It is about eighty miles long. The inhabi-

tants occupy themselves in ship building in a small way,

turtling and wrecking. The sailor's landmark, the "Hole

in the Wall," is a perforation in the rock on the south-east

end of the island, large enough to admit the passage of small

boats. In crossing the Banks we shall frequently, be obliged

to run in two and one-half fathoms of water. As our vessel

draws two fathoms we shall have but little to spare. Had
divine services on the deck to-day. Being fearful of the

keys, dropped anchor at nine and one-half o'clock, P. M.

"^December 22.—Weighed anchor at daylight, and were

- again on our course. The waters on the Bahama Banks

present almost a white appearance, being very shallow,

with a bed of white clay. Bun oil" soundings at live P. 31.,

having made a track of about seventy miles across the Banks.

Now running S. W. by W. By computation, found that our

farthest point from the <-»>:i<t of the United States was on

the 10th, being a distance of four hundred and seventy-four

miles. It is very much doubted whether, during the- whole

transporting of troops in this war, any body of men have

been further from the coast.

"December 23.—The captain of the Ybltigeur is an old

sailor of fifty years' experience, and is exceedingly annoyed

by questions which are often asked him by our officers.

While putting his patent log oiT the ship to-day, one of them

]
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said to him :
•" Captain, what do you call that ?" Looking

keenly at him he replied, " The devil, Sir. I don't call it.

When I want it, I go and get it ?" Very warm. Running

about eight knots an hour. At one P. M, the mountains of

Cuba were visible, and later the coast. The highest moun-

tain is about thirty miles inland. It is called the Pan of

Matanzas. The land looks high and rolling. Run S. W. by

W., till four P. M., then changed to W. Later, hauled up

to N. W. by W., and in the evening to X. W. by X. The

compass is eagerly watched,* and many are the speculations

as to our destination. Came near running down a brig,

which carlessly passed under our bow.

"December 24.—Our reckoning showed our latitude 24° 76',

and longitude 83° 15', a distance of four hundred and ten

miles south-east of Ship Island. From our present course of

steering, there can be but little doubt that this is to be

our place of destination. The weather is uncomfortably

warm. The men pass their time in singing, joking, reading

and playing at cards.

"December 25.—Christmas. The men are all talking of

home and Christinas dinners. We are now in the Gulf of

Mexico. Latitude 20° 40'—Longitude 86° 42'.

• "December 26.—Weather wavra. Running five knots per

hour, and in a north-westerly direction. At twelve M., were

one hundred and thirty miles from Ship Island. Spoke the

ship 7\ J. Southard, loaded with commissary stores, and

bound for Ship Island.

"December 27.—Little wind. Run Slowly- Saw land off
'

our starboard. Probably the Chandaliers. Much cooler.

"December 28.—Arrived at Ship Island at ten A. M. An:

officer came on board with orders for u^ to join the other
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troops at New Orleans. Kept on our course, but later, being

becalmed we were like " a painted ship, upon a painted

ocean." In the evening a slight breeze sprung up, and we

made about two knots, against the Gulf current.*

December 29.—Light headwinds. Been "tacking," and

made but little headway. Feel the monotony of a calm. A
private of Company II, named Thomas Dolan, died last night,

and was buried at midnight. He was sewed up in his blanket

Epitome of dates and events of the tailing of the steamer Thames, from Baltimore,

to Port Royal, and of the United States Barque Vpltigeur from Port Royal to Ship

Island. Rearing Companies E, II. I and K, 114th Regiment New York Volunteer*,

Colonel Eliaha B. Smith, Commanding.

Embarked on Thame* from Baltimore, Md., Wednesday, Nov. 5, 5 % P. M.

Left Baltimore for Fortress Monroe, Saturday, Nov. 8, 10 A. II.

, Arrived at Fortress Monroe, Sunday, Nov. 9, 4 k *

Put up at Newport News Tuesday, Nov. 11, 4 P. M.

Be-erabarked, and put back to Fortress Monroe, Friday, Nov. 21, S A.M.

Steamed down to Norfolk, Sunday, Nov. 23, 5 P.M.

Returned to Fortress Monroe Friday, Nov. 23. 7 A. M.

Left Fortress Monroe on an unknown expedition and

passed Cape Heury, Thursday, Dec. 4, 10 A.M.

Encountered a severe storm off Il.itteras, and became

disabled by the breaking of oar engine, taken in

tow by the Ericeton, at great peril, Friday, Dec. 5.

Re-embarked in U. S. Barque VuUi^tur,..'. Tuesday, Dec. 16, 6 P. M.

Sailed from Port Royal, S. E., Wednesday, Dec. IT, 7 A.M.
Run across the Gulf Stream and to S. E., Wednesday, Dec. 17.

Continued to run thus till Friday, Dec. 19, 2 P. M.

Run too fur to the S. E., in eight of the Eleuthura

Islands, and put back to N. W. Lit. 26deg., Lon.

77deg., Saturday, Dec. 20.

Saw Abaco light, Lat. 2S deg., Lon. 77 deg. 15 min.,

course S. W Saturday, Dec. 20,8 P. M.
Saw Abaco Island, S. W. W., Sunday, Dec. 21,6. A. M.

Crossed the Bahama Banks, S. W., Lat. 25 deg. Lon. 7S deg Monday Dec. 23.

Runaloc£ the Islaud of Cuba, W., Tuesday, Dec. 2-3.

Parsed Tortn^as, N. W. # W Tuesday, Dec. 23, 11 P. M.
Run in Gulf of Mexico, N. W., until Sunday, Dec, 2Sth, 10 A<M», when we arrived

st Ship Island, Mississippi.
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and a piece of sail, and at precisely eight bells, the escort,

with muffled drum, marched along the deck and arranged

themselves in the proper manner. The body was borne

'mid-ships—where services were held by the Chaplain—the

Regimental Choir singing. At the conclusion, the signal

was given, and the body was launched into the calm, blue

sea, to await the last trump. Three volleys were fired over

the soldier's watery grave. The ceremony was sad and im-

pressive, and will long be remembered.

"December 30.—The day has been squally. We got no

§un at noon, and consequently no latitude. Made little,

progress in the forenoon, but later a breeze sprung up, and

we moved about five knots. "We are making for the South-

West Pass. The night was rough, and the ship rolled heavily.

"December 31. At S A. M., the water became muddy from

the force of the river. At 10 A. M., a pilot boat came along-

side, but as no steamer came to take us in tow, we anchored

at 11 A. M., outside the bar. Thus closes the year of 1S62*





CHAPTER V.

"• We now embark into the future,

On which this question chiefly hinges.—Byron.

ON DUTY.

'TAKEN IN TOW—COMPANIES A, B AND C DETAINED AT QUARANTINE—BEAUTY OP THB

SCEKERY—SPRING IN MID-WINTER— ARRIVAL AT NEW ORLEANS—CARROLLTON—THB
OLTIGEUR—VOYAGES OP THE ATLANTIC AND ARAGO—SHIP ISLAND—NEW ORLEANS,

OFTELOUSAS AND GREAT WESTERN RAILROAD—MODE OP LIVING—CORPS D'aFRIQUS

—HOW THE NEGRO SOLDIERS BEHAVE—DESTRUCTION OF THB GUN BOAT COTTON

—

DEATH OP LIEUTENANT BUCHANAN.

"January 1, 1863.—Still at anchor off South-West Pass.

ISTo steamer came to take us up the river. Very monotonous.

• "January 2.—At 7 o'clock tins morning a tug took us in

.tow, together with the ships Southard, Harriet and schooner

Henry Travers. The hitter was from Cuba, laden with

natives and fruits. Passed Forts Jackson and St. Phillip in

the afternoon. At dark we arrived at Quarantine, and were

inspected by the Medical Officer. The Travel's was detained.

Here we found Companies A, B and C, which, with the

One Hundred and Twenty-Eighth Regiment, of the virago,

were kept in quarantine, as many cases of measles prevailed,

-and possibly a few cases of ship fever. Captain Curtis, and

Lieutenants Gibson and Gilbert came on board. They

brought an abundance of fresh oranges, which for sweetness,

I have never seen excelled. All arc very anxious to get out

of this place, and the men on shore besought Colonel Smith

-to use his etforts to get them released from their "prison."
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Cheer after cheer from the ship and shore went up as we
continued on our way.

"January 3.—Still moving slowly up the river. It is im-

possible, adequately to describe the beauty of the scenery

during our passage up this crooked stream. Leaving Fortress

Monroe in December, bleak and barren ; and having for two
months been imprisoned on ship-board, with few accommoda-

tions—and encountering a most severe sxale—the menial

shores of Louisiana seemed almost like a new world—

a

paradise. On either side of the river we saw orange groves,

their dark leaves glittering like gems in the sunlight, and

laden with an abundance of the choicest fruit. It was like

the sudden bursting of Spring in Mid-Winter. And when

the spires of Xew Orleans appeared, it seemed almost like

enchantment, and the glad shouts of the men showed how

they welcomed the appearance of civilization. At Xew
Orleans we received orders to proceed to the town of Carroll-

ton, and join the other troops. Arrived at Carrollton at

evening, and found Major Morse and Quartermaster Thomp-

son awaiting us. They report Companies D, F and G, here

in good health and spirits.

"January 4.—Went on shore this morning and went into

camp. Transferred all our property, and bid adieu,, to the

Voltigmr. The Captain and all hands have seemed to

interest themselves in making the troops comfortable. The

Voltigeitr was built in 1859, at Kenebunk, Maine, and was

called the Jacob Merrill. She is one hundred and twenty

feet long, twenty-six feet wide, and sixteen feet between

decks. She lias been owned by the government since 1861,

and was at the battle of Hoanoake, in the Burnside expedi-

tion. Her present otlicers are, Captain, William Blye; First
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Mate, George A. Blye ; Second Mate, Frank M. I. Peterson.

Our trip from Port Royal to Carrollton was made in seventeen

days. Our new camp is designated as Camp Mansfield

Carrollton is a thriving post-village, of the parish of Jefferson,

on the left bank of the Mississippi, seven miles above New
Orleans, with which it is connected by railroad. It is a neat

little town and we are very pleasantly encamped."

The voyages of the Arago and the Atlantic were without

incident worthy of record—both being staunch, first class

steamers, out-riding the storm which had so fearfully derang-

ed the smaller vessels of the fleet.

The former was detained at Quarantine by the prevalence

of measles, where the troops disembarked ; the latter on the

13th of December dropped anchor at Ship Island, and on

the loth, the detachment of the One Hundred and Fourteenth

went on shore and encamped. This island, or rather sand

bar, stretches along the gulf coast of Mississippi, and has

been the rendezvous of naval expeditions destined for

extreme Southern ports.

On the 25th the three companies of the One Hundred and

Fourteenth sailed from Ship Island, on the propeller Poca-

hontas, and after a rollicking voyage of thirty-six hours,

arrived and went into camp at Carrollton. There they

awaited the arrival of the detachment on the Thames.

Our stay at Carrollton was destined to be brief. On the

evening of the. 7th, Colonel Smith received orders to deploy

his seven available companies, as guard along the New
Orleans, Opelousas and Great Western Railroad.

This road is completed from New Orleans to Brashear City;

graded from Brashear Citv to Opelousas: surveved from

Opelousas to Alexandria, and chartered from thence to
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Shreveport. It also has a proposed branch to. some Texan

town on the IIio Grande, whereby direct communication is to

be formed with the Gulf ports.

It was an immense undertaking, and but for the breaking

out of the war, would have been in successful operation

to its projected extremity. The main road was to extend

five hundred miles through the wealthiest portion of the

State of Louisiana, and its branch to form a line of commu-

nication long needed with the Texan sea-board.

From New Orleans to Brashear City is a distance of eighty

miles. Brashear was the extreme outpost of our lines, and

consisted of a score of houses situated on Berwick Bay,

which is nothing more than a swell in the Atchafaiaya River.

It is about fifty miles from the Bay of the same name.

This little place had considerable, importance previous to

the war, and here, for shipment, came nearly all the crops ot

sugar aud cotton from that tract known as the Teche

country.

Alter the occupancy of Upper and Western Louisiana by

the Federal forces, this became the base of all our military

operations; it was extensively fortified with earthworks, and a

number of gun boats were kept constantly in the Bay.

Pursuant to his orders, Colonel Smith embarked his com-

mand on the river steamboat Sattie Robinson, for Algiers,

whence the companies took the train for their several

stations.

Company F, was left at Jefferson; Company K, at St-

Charles; Company E, at Boutte; Company H, at Bayou de9

Allemanu's ; Company I, at Raceland ; Company D, at La
Fourche ; and Company G, at Tigerville.

D
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Colonel Smith made his Headquarters at La Fourche,

situated on the Bayou of the same name.

This Bayou is an outlet of the Mississippi, commencing at

Donaldsonville, on the right bank. It flows south-easterly

through the parish of La Fourche Interior, entering the

Gulf of Mexico after a course of about one hundred and. fifty

miles. Itis one of the most important channels of commu-

nication between the Gulf and the interior—being navigable

by steamboats about one hundred miles from its mouth. The

•country along its banks is, perhaps, the best sugar producing

soil in the world.

During the month of January, the three companies at

Quarantine joined us, and Company D, was relieved by

Company C, and proceeded to Terre Bonne, while Companies

_A and B were respectively stationed at Bayou Ramos, and

Bayou Bceuf.

The road was now entirely guarded by the One Hundred
and Fourteenth Regiment. The duty was light, and few of

us will ever forget our experience "on the road." Trains

passed daily to and from Xew Orleans, making a pleasant

communication with the city.

We lived, to a great extent, on the country—and neigh-

boring planters were glad to supply us gratis, with an

abundance of sugar, molasses, meal, fresh meat, <&c, probably

to restrain the foraging propensities of the men. Game
and fish were in abundance, and, as it has been expressively

said, we "lived high."

We relieved, in this duty as guard, the Second Regiment,
Corps d'Afrique, Colonel Stafford; as his men were recruited

in that region, and at New Orleans, they used to delight in

preying on such of " ole massaV" property as they could
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turn to advantage; and thus we found the citizens, whom,
nevertheless, we could see hated us with a bitterness common
to rebels, forward in their offers of whatever they saw us in

need.

Colonel Stafford's regiment was composed almost entirely

of mulattoes, quadroons and octoroons. His Field and Staff

Officers were white men, but those of the Line were selected

from the classes before mentioned. He used to boast that in

his ranks could be found the best blood of Louisiana, and

pointed, in innumerable instances, to descendants of Senators

Representatives, Judges, Governors, and indeed, of the entire

aristocracy of the State. They were generally "bright and

active, lacking of course, what has been so religiously pro-

hibited in slavedom—an education; and although very few

could read or write, all seemed desirous of learning.

It was a source of infinite satisfaction to us, "Xorthern

mud-sills," to see the " chivalry,
1
' the lords of broad acres,

obliged'to exhibit their "passes" to the dark skinned sentinels

—men, who in some cases, were formerly their " chattels,"

subject to their orders, and yet almost smarting under their

lash. And the effect was heightened by the manner in which

Sambo would examine the pass, not a word of which he

could read, and accept or reject the same, as his humor, or

memory of past favors or wrongs might prompt.

The duty at the several stations was varied—but generally

required the services of the men as often as every other day.

This gave time for drills, hunting, fishing and sports—with

good quarters, and ample rations—and in the midst of an

orange country. It is certain that the regiment was never

>*uk e as luxuriously situated.

« >n the evening ot* January 13th, General "VVeitzel made an
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attaek on the rebel gunboat Cotton, which was lying in the

Bayou Teche, just above Pattersonville, and which our forces

at Brashear City Mere daily expecting would pay them an

unwelcome visit.

Lie moved the Eighth Vermont, Twelfth Connecticut, and

Seventy-Fifth N*ew York Regiments across and up the Bay,

landing a few miles below Pattersonville, and on the succeed-

ing day pressed them forward. At the same time lie ordered

two or three of our small gunboats up the stream, when the

attack on the part of the land and naval forces simultaneously

commenced. Tin skirmishing and lighting lasted nearly all

day, resulting in a complete victory—having caused the

rebels to abandon, and bum the Cotton. Our lo^s was very

slight, but among the killed was Lieutenant Buchanan, an

able officer, commanding one of our gunboats. The cannon-

ading was distinctly heard at all the stations between Race-

land and the Bay,





CHAPTER VI.

"St. Denni?, bless this happy stratagem."—Shafepeare,

BRASHEAB CITY—STRATEGIC MOVEMENT.

A&eZMBLING ATBRaSIIEaR—BRIGADED—GENERAL "WEITZEL—C0L0NIL SMITH COMMANDS
TUE PO«T—BERWICK CITY—PK KET FIRING— f OLOKEX SMITH'S MANIFESTO—GENERAL
WIITZEL APPROVES IT—DEATH OF LIEUTENANT GILBERT—MEETING OF THE OFFICERS

—REeOLLTIONS—FUNERAL SERVICES—GENERAL ORDER NO. 11—SINKING OF TU3
OSST CLOUD—DUTY ON TUE GUN EOiTa—THE SOUTHERN MRRCU.VNT—MEETING OF

TUE OFFICER* OF TUE NEW YORK BEQUCE5TTS—PATRIOTIC ADDRF*S— RETROGRADE

MOVEMENT—BAYOU BCECF—RETURN TO BRA-UK a R— FERTILIT Y OF THE COUNTRY

On the morning of February 8th, the monotony of our

quiet life was somewhat disturbed by the receipt of the

following order

:

" Headquarters 114th Reo't New York Volunteers,)
La Fouicche, La., February 8tu, 18C3. f

The several companies of tins regiment now on duty between

Brathear City and Algiers, will !><• in readiness to move at short notice.

Tl e ramps will be struck at once, and .-. gc ready to be placed

on tlio cars ou tlicir arrival at tbe stations. The troops -will also

embark on the train which will leave Algiers at Bis o'clock this P. M.

By Command of

COLONEL SMITII.
Jasoes F. Fitts, Adjutant."

Pursuant to these orders, the regiment arrived at Brashear

City on tlu- morning <d' the 0th, and went into camp.

We were brigaded in what was known as the "Weitzel

Reserve Brigade," composed of the Kighth Vermont, Twelfth

ectieut, Seventy-Fifth New York, One Hundred and

fourteenth New York, and Onu Hundred and Sixtieth New





50 HISTORY OF THE 114TII REGIMENT. [lSGo.

York Volunteers, under command of Brigadier-General

Godfrey Weitzel.

It is remarkable what strong sympathies were soon mani-

fested among the men of tliis command, and what affection

for their leader. To such an extent was the fraternal feeling

carried that one would suppose that the regiments were

associated in some secret organization, with Weitzel at its

head. Among the men of these rive regiments there existed

a kind of "mutual admiration society," and many were the

secret foraging parties which were allowed to pass the guard

line—contrary to orders, by the magic pass-word of the

number of one of these regiments. For instance, a sentinel

of the Eighth Vermont could never see a man of the One
Hundred and Fourteenth passing the prescribed limits

of the Brigade Camp, and vict versa.

And why should not the friendship of these comrades be

thus cemented; together they endured the hardships of

their tir>t campaign; fought their first battles; won their

first victories.

The One Hundred and Fourteenth was now together as a

regiment—the first time since early in October, 1SC2.

Having been so widely separated we had had no opportunities

of battalion drill, but now we began in earnest. Even (^enerul

Weitzel himself condescended to drill us, and we made rapid

Improvement.

General WVitzcl's Headquarters were at Thibodeaux, a

small post village on the Kayou La Fourche, and the Capital of

La Fourche Parish.

The command of the Post at Brashear City devolved on

Colonel Smith, ;i- the senior otlicer present.

The Colonel assumed his duties as commandant of the
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Post, about the middle of February, with Lieutenant James

F. Fitts as his Adjutant. The command of the regiment

thereby devolved <>n Lieutenant-Colonel Per Lee.

Across the Bay, and in musket range, was Berwick City,

<>f even less significance than Brashear, and the whole tract

of country above it wns the undisputed property of our

enemies. Further than Berwick we ventured not, save as some

gun-boat would reconnoitre a few miles up the Bay, on picket

or to convoy some boat on an expedition after wood.

The Bay or swell in the Atehafalaya, was not, in its

widest part to exceed one thousand yards, and when the rebels

discharged their anus in the direction of our camps, the

balls, sometimes striking the water, would richochet, causing

unpleasant sensations in the ears of those near whom they

passed.

To this practice Colonel Smith resolved to put an end.

One afternoon as we were on battalion drill, these operations

United States Artillery, soon wheeled into position, and sent

a few >hells with great precision amongthe assaulting party,

which so- »ii disappeared under cover of the woods.

Thereupon the indignanl oil izens of Berwick drew up along.

statement of the grievances, which they claimed they had

received by having their lives and property jeopardized by

the occasional shelling, and sent it to Colonel Smith.

In ]\\< characteristic style he replied as follows:

1 1 i : VDiJU v i ; 1 i:R8 CxiTED STATES FORCES,
)

Brasiiear City, February 10, 1m>:j.
)

If. S. ' < •;• /. If, '•'/ Wtttkin*, and flu r», ( 'itizen* <\f Jjtririek City :

Gentlemen :—Your communication n<l«lr» >se»l to Captain » Cooke,

commanding United States fr'Wt, ;in.l myself, v.;\s duly received. I

have in reply only to say, that I ronnider firing upon pickets, or upon
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women and children, pusillanimous and cowardly, and tliat I will be the

last to inaugurate sucli a system of warfare.

Our pickets have been constantly fired upon. I rode out on Sunday

and witnessed it—the balls striking about and beyond"me. Sunday

night the enemy attacked us with shot and shell, under cover of the

buildings on your side of the Bay : and they have been constantly in the

habit of reconnoitering from them. ^ All the protection we can vouch-

safe to you, is inside our lines. I wish to give notice that the women
and children can be removed, and that notice I give now; for, by the

living God, if there is any more tiring from your side., we will make it

the hottest place in all rebeldom. It is a little singular that no complaint

comes to us of firing from that s-ide, unless we return it. This won't do,

gentlemen : the slope is the wrong way. Come within our lines or hold

yourselves liable to get hurt. Every species of private property I

intend to respect, and as far as in my power, keep inviolate.

Pieces have been discharged into the water, the balls of which would
richechet across tho Bay. There is a peremptory order against firing,

and you shall have no further cause of complaint, unless we are first

fired upon.

Respectfully,

ELISHA B. SMITH.
• Colonel Commanding Post."

This action was fully sustained l>y General Woitzel, as the

subjoined communication will show:

" Department of the (J ilf,
)Headquarters 2» Brigade, 1st Division, -

Camp Stevens, Ferruary 20, 1803. )

Colonel E. B. Smith, Commanding Force* in Brashear City:

Sir:— I am directed by the Commanding General to acknowledge tho

receipt of your communication uf the 10th inst., and to state that your
reply is approved of. Return the fire of the enemy as you see fit. and
if lie takes shelter behind the buildings, shell the buildings. Your
notice for tho removal of the woim n and cliildren is sufficient and

proper. There in no law by which the enemy can dictate how or
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when the fire shall be returned ; or, when attempting your life, or that

of your soldiers, cry out from the door or window of a house, " Don't

fire back. I*m protected by private property."

Very Respectfully,

By eemmand of

BRIGADIER-GENERAL WEITZEL.

J. B. Hubbard, Captain and A. A. General."

This manifesto of Colonel Smith had the desired effect, and

miscellaneous firing on us from Berwick ceased.

On the 16th of February, Second Lieutenant James E.

Gilbert, of Company A, who had long been suffering from

typhoid fe\ er, died.

At a meeting of the Commissioned Field, Staff and Com-

pany Officers of the regimeut, held on the 17th, for the

purpose of making a suitable expression on the occasion of

bis decease, Colonel Elisha i». Smith was placed in the

Chair, and Adjutant James F. Fitts appointed Secretary.

The object of the meeting was briefly stated by the Chair-

man, in a few remarks of eulogy upon the deceased, and the

following Resolutions woe submitted and read bv the

Secretary, and unanimously adopted:

u
Re**Ai \ That we learn with I sorrow the decease of Second

Lieutenant Jam 3 E. Gi bert, of Company A, of this regiment, a brother

- with whom a millitary connection of five montha - impressed

n •
-v

'.

-1
i Ida many good qualiti is of head an 1 heart, and with Ids genial

yet manly nature.

"i* ' •'. That in this, the first solemn occasion in tlds regiment, ws

size with deep humility the mysterious workings of that Provi

denee whose ways are truly "unsearchable, and past finding out." and

we Low in sad assent to the edict which lias called from us a companion
an 1 n frit tul.

'

'.'
1

'•
•'. Tliat wo extend to the bereaved parents and relatives of

il oant Gilbert our heartiest sympathy and condolence, and would
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remind tliem that they have given up their dead to his country, and

that he was stricken down while in the rank.-^of its defenders."

It wa< also resolved that tli" officers attend the funeral of

Lieutenant Gilbert in a body, and after designating Lieutenant

E. P. Pellet to command the escort, and Lieutenants Stafford,

Gibson and Longwell to make suitable arrangements for the

funeral, and directing that a copy of the proceedings ot^ this

meeting he sent t«> the j»ar<-nt< of the deceased, and a copy

to each of the Norwich and Oxford papers for publication,

with the request for otlu r papers of the Senatorial District to

copy, the meeting adjourned.

The remains of Lieutenant Gilbert were escorted to the

Railroad depot on the evening of the 18th, with all the

impressive ceremonies prescribed by Army Regulations. The

last honors to the deceased were rendered with the solemnity

which ati occasion of this eharact< r must always produce.

The following order was read <>n the evening parade of the

18th:

Headqu inn rs 114th Ki simknt N. Y. Voi cxteeus, >

Bit.vsii] iit City, La., Feuuuaay 18, i
v,w. \

Geneb 11 I >HD1 !'- N • It.

The Commanding Oflk r is deeply pained t. announce to the regi-

ment the decease of S« •
•• James K. Gilbert, of Company

A, who divd at this Post • » typhoid fever on the Iflrh inst. In his

death. • ••!,-• raithful and valuable officer, and one

wIiom memory will l« n : be H i rb • i by the command.

As nn appropriate Irtbuti of resi>oct, the Commissioned Officers

of the i
. will we, bribed bo ' •• of mourning—crapo

od th ' in i nd sword for tl rty daye fr«im tho promulgation

of this ord«T.

Ily <• iiimaml of

SAMT7EL R PER LEE,

Li< ut< nant ( '•! nelC imanding.
James F. l'n ra, Adjutant."
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About this time, detachments from several of the companies-.

were designated to go on board the gun-boats each evening,

on picket up tlie Bay, but nothing of any importance ever

occurred on any of these expeditious, with one exception.

On the evening of February 23d, a detachment of about

twenty men of Company B, under command of Lieutenant

Nichols, went aboard the gun-boat in-ty Cloudto reconnoitre

beyond Fort Buchanan. Unfortunately the boat run afoul of

a Bnag, which so injured her that she was soon found to be in a

sinking condition. Efforts were made to run her ashore, but

to no avail
; the men and crew, by leaping overboard and

swimming ashore, were saved. The detachment from the

One Hundred and Fourteenth i- -aid to have behaved with

remarkable courage—even assisting the sailors to get on

phore.

Detachments were, likewise, weekly detailed to go up the

Bay through Flat Lake, and into Bayou Long, occasionally

ascending Bell River and Bayou Go-to-IIell, on the Southern

Merchant^ an old worn out steamboat, which usually on

such occasions took in tow two large flats after cargoes of

Wood. In this way the entire Post was supplied with wood,

which Ave found in abundance, nicely corded \\\k on the

bank^ of these Streams.

This, together with an occasional beating of the u long

roll
M
at midnight—just to see how quickly our lines could

be formed— constituted our variety i'< camp life.

A request was circulated among the officers of the New
I - r ^intents to meet mid draft a mitable ad<lress or

Beries of resolutions, to the Electors of our State, touching

the great political questions of the day, a
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expression of the feelings of those, who, by their absence in

the army, were debarred from any action thereon.

A meeting was accordingly hold on the evening of March

17th at the depot building, with Colonel Smith, senior officer

as Chairman, and Captain Cray, of the Seventy-Fifth New
York, Secretary.

A Committee, consisting of Lieutenant-Colonels, Babcock

Seventy-Fifth; Per Lee, One Hundred and Fourteenth, and

Van Petteii, One Hundred and Sixtieth Xew York Volun-

teers, were appointed to draft an address,and two Lineofficers

from each of the above named regiments, were also appointed

to meet with this committee. From the One Hundred and

Fourteenth they were Captains Curtis and Fitts, and at a

subsequent meeting tin 4 following address was read,-adopted

and signed by a greater portion of the officers, viz:

" He vinu'artkk* Second Brigade, First Divisrox.)
Department ok the Gulf, [-

Camp Mansfield, Bayou Du:uf, La., April 1, 18G3. )

To the Citizi as <>f tl Si '
/' A*i ic York, <•.. ting :

"The undersigned, commissioned otlicers of tin- regiments of New
York. Volunteer* attached to this Brigade, representing the Seventy-

Fifth, One Hundred and Fourteenth, and One Hundred and Sixtieth

Infantry, would earnestly invite the attention of their brethren ^the

citizens of a State win se voice lias always been potential upon national

questions,) to a subject of common and momentou* interest.

" Almost two years have now elapsed since the outbreak of a wicked

and Infamous r> '.)<•! !i>.;i ijui'-kened the national pulse, and stirred to

their lowest depths the springs of a great nation's existence. Two
jonrs have hardly pass 1 since the extraordinary spectacle was exhibit

ed to the world, of the sudden metamorphosis of a peaceful, happy and

quietly industrious people into an armed host, and of the plains and

hill sides of America iut«i theatres of violence and blood.

" The causes which underlie this mighty struggle we need not
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enumerate ; the dark chapter of history in which the tale of this revolt

is told, is equally familiar to us all. Conceived in the unholy ambition

of traitorous vipers, begotten and born in fraud, in perjury and in

political crimes ; as causeless in its inception as it must finally be disas-

trous in its collapse,—the so-st-yled Confederate States of America have

their liveliest existence in the firm determination of the loyal American

heart, to crush and utterly expunge them as a nation, and in the loath-

ing with which they are regarded by the civilized States of Europe.

"We know that the record of these two years of the dreadful tragedy

of war, abound? with unnumbered proofs of your heroic and enthti-

§iastic loyalty, We had watched your words and deeds, ere you sent

us forth upon our glorious mission, with the patriot's blessing trembling

upon your lips, and we vn 1! knew that your affection for the old Union

tad its Cag was undying. We point with pride and satisfaction to the

serried hosts of tens of thousands of stalwart soldiers, whose bayonets

gleam upon the Rappahannock, the Potomac, the Black water, and the

Mississippi, and we record it in your everlasting praise—-" these were

your sons, your brothers, your husbands and yonr fathers—and yeiyou

gave them to your country." We arr not insensible to your toils, your

sacrifices, and your griefs: the stricken households of the fair valleys

of the Mohawk, the Hudson, the Genessee, the Chenango, and the

Niagara compare but too sadly with the yawning grave-pits of the

South, where many of your fondest hopes w«re swallowed up forever..

Even the banners of victory have trailed the sombre shadow of mourn-

ing across your hearth-stonca, and your rejoicing for the public weal has

been often linked with the bitterness of individual sorrow for yonr

•lain. Burdens have been imposed upon you, and you have borne them ;.

with lavish plenitude have you poured out your substance for the

comfort of the soldier, and the gentle hands of our bisters, our wives,

our daughters, and our mothers, have been unweariedly employed in

our behalf. For all this, as champions of a common cause, we sendyoo

our heartfelt thanks and greeting.

'' In nothing would we censure or condemn you as a mass ; our con-

demnation would rathrr lay its weight upon the disgraceful few by

whose late arts and professions your loyal communities have been*

slandered and degraded. Far as we are from our homes, the debasing..
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cant of political hypocrisy still reaches as, and our indignation is aroused

"by the report of the deliberate and willful falsehoods with which the

^contemptible faction to whom your charity has accorded the name of

the " peace party,"' is seeking to humiliate a great nation at the feet of

its rebellious citizens.

" We wish ni'-st cordially to declare, once and forever, our unbounded

hatred and detestation e^* the men who are laboring with such means to

the furtherance of such an end. We wi^h most solemnly to adjure you,

by every consideration that can successfully appeal to the patriotic

heart to hold your selv< s entirely aloof from influences such as these,

and to discourage, by every possible means, the diffusion of a spirit so

baneful, so iniquitous.

11 We join you in your desirr for peace—permanent, enduring peace
;

but we wish tor uoii* other than that which is to be acquired by the

unconditional bubmission of rebels in arms. The compromise and

• conciliation which we would offer, are at the point of the bayonet and

-the mouth of the cannon ; and there would we profferour settlement.

"We solemnly warn you against the insidious craft of these dema-

gogue*, whose unprincipled cunning lays hold of all and any influences

to embitter you against the conduct of the war. The infamy which

could dictate the falsehoods relating to your armies in the field, which

these men have diligently sown broadcast throughout the State, can

hardlv have a parallel in the history of political intrigue. For ourselves,

we hurl back into their teeth the barefaced lie. which asserts that^ the

army is discouraged, demoralized, and \\< ury of the war. For ourselves,

fcr our brethren in arms, wherever the winds of the continent fan the

flag of our love—for all the grand army whose feet hare learned to

tread in no other time than that which beats to the music of the Union.

We lift our voices in firm assurance to the disorganizes of the North

and to the traitors of the South, thai this army has put its hand to the

>plow, and that it will never turn back in the furrow. And unequivo-

cally do we condemn the artful policy which would make the elevation

or deposition of a commandant the ground of appeal to military jealousy.

Be it known that the New York Regiments in the field still stand firm

to the trust committed to them, and lhat their loyalty is conditional

upon the peculiar «( dm of no General, be he whom he may.
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" We urge upon you the great necessity of patience and forbearance.

The magnitude of the struggle, the extended area covered by your

armies, the questions involved, and, above all, the character of the

combatants, all signify that the war can come to no precipitate close.

We ask you to arm yourselves with fortitude to bear the reverses which

may be in store for us ; with equanimity the successes. We would

luive you repose your trust aud confidence in those who are now at tho

head of the tiovernnient, and to give them your cordial support.

Already the light is breaking in the past ; in the Military Conscription

Act of the last Congress, in the establishing of Union Leagues in the

great cities of the North, and in the emphatic expression of the

metropolis, radiating new devotion to the cause throughout the land,

we discover, with satisfaction earnest pledges for the prosecution of the

war, to be redeemed by every citizen of the North.
*• With the solemnity of farewell words, we ask you to weigh well

the language with which you communicate with your soldiers. One
b'tter, such as many that are received, filled with gloomy forebodings

and misgivings, has its natural effect when it dampens the ardor, and

*xci f cs the apprehensions of the soldier. Hopeful, hearty words are

looked for from home, and these we feel assured that you will extend.

" And finally, we would have you renew with us the pledges of

unswerving allegiance to the tlag. and unsparing enmity to its rebel

opposers. We look to you for countenance and support : let us not

look in vain. To your hands we commit the disreputable plotters for

dishonorable peace ;
they are worthy of your vigilance Let it never

be Said, that while the nation wan convulsed with a terrific struggle for

its self-preservation, treason stealthily lurked and stabbed in loyal New
^'>rk. As individual members of the mighty army of the Union, tho

tread of whose advancing columns echoes from the < hesapeake to the

<iulf, we renew to you our pledge, that, come what may, the national

honor, the territorial integrity of our beloved land must be preserved

inviolate. To this end, we would put away from us all minor questions
of policy, leaving them to the wise discretion of those to whom we have
confided them. The Union which our fathers instituted and maintained,
I* worth all the sacrifices of blood, oi treasure, and of patient endurance
which we can otter, to preserve it ; and by the blessing of (Jod upon our
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united efforts, it shall yet arise, purged from the taint of treason, and

mblime in its assorted strength.

Samuel R. Peii Lee, Lieut.-Col. II. P. York, 1st Lieutenant.

Henry B. Morse, Major. J. F. Buell, 2d Lieutenant.

O. H. Curtis, Captain. E. S. C.vkpenter, 1st Lieutenant.

D. C. Knowltox, Captain. \V. H. Longwell, 1st Lieutenant.

H. S. Wheeler, Captain. N. W. ScnERATERHORX, 1st Lieut.

N. A. Dederer, Captain. E. O. Gluson, 2d Lieutenant.

Jjlmes F. Fitts. Capti In. R. X. Fddv, 2d Lieutenant.

J. S. BoCKEE, Captain. F. P. Pellet, 2d Lieutenant.

Henry Callahan, ( !haplain. W>i. D. Thcrber, 1st Lieutenant.

L. M. Nicii )L8, 1st Lieutenant,

Of the One Hundred and Four: icatii N'cw York Volunteer Infantry."

The rebels having captured the rani Queen of the West,

from our forces on the Mississippi River, moved her up into

Grand Lake. General Weitzel received information, that

they were about to rnn her d<»\vii Bayou Bceuf, which was

seven miles in our rear—destroying the bridge and cutting

off our communication with Xew Orleans. Acting on this

information, -all the troops, with the exception of those on

the' gun-boats, and the detachment in Fort Buchanan, were,

on the morning of the 22d, marched aboard the- ears, and

transported to the Bo?u£ This movement fully frustrated

any attempt to get a force from the Tcche country into our

rear.

Our camp at this place was knee deep with mud, but with

continuous labor the avenues and streets were soon rendered

not only dry, but beautiful, by paving them with white

Bhells, which we found in great abundance aloDg the bank of

the Bayou.

A general Onh-r announced the place as Camp Mansfield.

The alarm attendant on the reported approach of the rebel
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ram, having passed away, the troops wore ordered back to

Brashear City, and at six o'clock on the evening of the 2d

of April, we began oar march for that point. The evening

was beautiful, and as this was our first march, it was highly

enjoyed by the men. We arrived at Brashear at ten P. M.y
and went into bivouac.

The country at this time under our control, in South

Western Louisiana, is the richest, and best sugar producing

}>;\rt of the State. The whole La Fourche District, watered

by the Bayo^of the same name, the Bceuf, Atchaflilaya, and

the several smaller streams, was fertile and well adapted to

the production of cane, which grew in almost incredible

abundance.

These innumerable Bayous which so wonderfully wind and

turn through almost every portion of Louisiana, are of the

ntmost importance to producers; for without them the

interior crops could never be transported to the -eadjoard

—

and to the ^rcat sugar mart of the world.





CHAPTER. VII.

*' O, 'twas a din to fright a monster's c:ir,

To make an earthquake."

—

Skakspeare.

EXPEDITION* UP THE TECHE TUSLAXD.

ACTIVITY AT BEASHEAR—AN EXPEDITION' OX FOOT—ASSEMBLING OF THE TROOPS—

THEIR DISPOSITION—CROSSING THE EAT—BEAUTY OF THE COUNTRY—THE ENEMY

IN OUR FRONT—WEITXEl/S BRIGADE IN THE ADVANCE—DRAWING FIRE—DARKNESS

—BIVOUAC FOR THE NIG HT—THE CATTLE RENEWED IN THE MORNING—THE ENEMY
-

s

WORKS—THE INFANTRY ENGAGED—DARKNESS AGAIN ENDS THE BATTLE—"A

SOLDIER'S COUCH. A SOLDIERS FARE -1—THE ENEMY EVACUATES HIS WORKS-
CASUALTIES.

Rumors were rife that our forces were to advance up the

Bay, but we gave the little heed to them which rumors in

camp generally deserve, until about the 4th of April, when

an unusual activity was manifested in the Quartermaster's

department, at LJrashoar, and innumerable quantities of com-

missary stores received. Then appearances indicated that an

expedition was ou foot.

The mania common to fresh levies, seized us ail—when to

add to our excitement we learned that we were to remain at

the Post as guard for the stores.

With this prospect we were thoroughly disgusted. Wc
wanted to go, and nothing short of this could appease our

desire. Tims for several days, we were alternately elated or

depressed in spirits—as various rumors found credence.

It is a marked fact that all new troops are eager to «et into

battle; to hear the roar of artillery, and the crash of amis;

to meet the enemy and test his strength. And it is no less
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significant that, having been once really engaged—the same

are equally ready to avoid a second. Xot, however, being

in, but they will bear themselves bravely, but that eagerness

to seek battles, usually dies out with the first hot engage-

ment.

Va>t numbers of troops were collected at Brashear, from

New Orleans, and the river stations—and probably not less

than eighteen thousand men composed the expedition.

The First Division, and to which "WeitzeFs Brigade'

was attached, was under command of General Emory, but

for a time Weitzel's troops formed an independent detach-

ment. The Second Division, under General Cuvier G rover,

was to embark on transport-, and move to Indian Bend, near

the village of Franklin, and attack the enemy's rear, while

we assaulted his works in front.

The disposition of the troops was as follows:

General WeitzeFs Brigade, live regiments of infantry,

two companies oi cavalry, and two batteries of artillery.

This constituted the advance. General Emory's Division,

twelve regiments of infantry, two companies of cavalry, and

two batteries of artillery.

These forces embarked under the immediate command of

Major-General Banks.

General Graver's Division consisted of thirteen regiments

<*f infantry, with a corresponding force of cavalry and

artillery:
"

( >u the 0th the troops oi' the First Division crossed the Bay
-..-'• t> and transports, and bivouacked on s il < ;cui>icd

j.

rebels.

We remained there until the 11th, when we took up our
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line of march, the Second Division at the same time embark-

ing on transports up the Bay.

We moved slowly, parsing Pattersonville at sunset ; moved
a quarter of a mile beyond, and went into bivouac.

This was our first day's march. We were well begun on

our long wished for campaign, and although the day was

excessively hot, the men managed to steal out of the ranks

\ long enough to forage a little, and early that night all lay

down on their mother earth—happy.

Pattersonville is a small post-village, in the parish of St.

Mary on the right bank of Bayou Teche, -about nine miles

from Berwick. Near this point the Teche forms a junction

with the Atchafalaya and loses its identity.

The Teche is a stream less in width than some of our

Northern rivers—even smaller than the Chenango—but deep,

and capable of floating steamboats for a distance of thirty

miles from its confluence with the Atchafalaya. This stream

is of inestimable value to the country through which itrlows,

making a perfect line of communication with New Orleans

and the Gulf cities.

The Teche country has been likened to the Garden of Eden.

It is certainly the garden of Louisiana, and subsequent

campaigns convinced us, that through the length and breadth

of the State, there is not elsewhere its equal.

From Braskear to Opelousas, in this spring time we were

remindetl of one'vast flower garden. The woods, beautiful

with grey moss, which adorns every tree; the magnolia in

full bloom—the thousands of wild roses, which spread our

pathway on either side—seemed like the fairy-land of some

olden tale.
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But soon these ideals became realities, and faneies tied

away before the vicissitudes of war.

On the morning of the 12th we were early in motion. It

was a beautiful Sabbath, and all nature seemed wreathed in

smiles. \Ve had not moved far before we were halted in a

grave-yard, so old that the solid masonry "of the tombs was

crumbling to decay. The skirmishers were at work in front,

and it seemed a fit place to meditate on the uncertainties of

human life. Let us hope the lesson was not lost.

ik Fall in, Colonel—move by the Hank," was the order.

After a few hours slow marching, as is usually the movement of

troops against an enemy, when known to be in close proximity,

we formed our line of battle.

This was our first real line of that sort. Heretofore our

Sines had been formed fur parade, for show—but now in

earnest. Slowly we moved on. Weitzel's Brigade was to

advance and draw the lire of the enemy. Delightful task, to

move up to be shot at ! Targets on which the enemy might

try his skill in gunnery. But an object was to be gained.

Once opening fire his position is revealed. We went on the

errand of discovery.

We moved on in the direction of the supposed enemy, the

Seventy-Fifth Regiment on cur right, the One Hundred and

Sixtieth on our left, with the Sixth Massachusetts Battery on

our left and in our rear.

Passing into an open field, we kept on the even tenor of

*.mr way, when presently a wreath of smoke curled into the

air—bang—whiz—and shot and shell from a concealed battery

catnc crashing in amongst us.

Hie buttery moving on our Hank was temporarily disabled,

a twelve pounder, solid, passing entirely through both leading



.
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horses. This was plainly seen by the entire regiment, and

for an instant the line wavered, then steadily advanced to

the front.

Shot and shell now rattled around ns like hail, but the

position of the enemy being known, our labors, for a

while, were suspended. " Lie down," was the order. Pros-

trating ourselves in a ditch which was providentially at

hand, our batteries opened in reply, and for nearly one hour

and a half we were lying between the fires.

To those newly practiced in war, it seemed as if all the

horrors of battle were at once showered upon us.

Every rebel gun belched forth its missiles of death; every

available battery on our side responding.

Artillery is very terrifying to new troops. The terrific

roar; the screaming shells, bursting and filling the air with

fragments, seem to unman the strongest, but they soon learn

that being under artillery tire is comparatively playing war

to less noisy but more destructive volleys of musketrv.

The battle, or us it may be more appropriately called,

artillery duel, commenced about four o'clock in the evening,

and was kept up unceasingly until darkness put an end to

the work, and even then, the occasional discharge of a sullen

gun, showed how loth either side was to give up the work

of death.

As we lay in the ditch, our batteries, and among them the

famous Indiana guns—being thirty pounder parrotts, were

scarcely ten yards in our rear, and not ^infrequently, pieces

of copper, hits of plugs and fragments of broken shell would

fall thickly around us, and we were in almost as much danger

from our own guns as from those of the enemy.

We remained in this position until about six o'clock, when
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we were ordered to fall back. We retired amidst the-

vigorous shelling of our rear. We moved back about one

mile, where we took up quarters for the night, but as fires for

cooking would reveal our position—we went supperless.

That night we received a mail, but we could have no lights,

so we placed our letters from peaceful homes in our pockets

uud eagerly awaited the morning's dawn.

It was a restless night for us ail. Sleep came not to our

lids, but each sound startled and disturbed. There was an*

excuse; we had been for the first time under tire.

On the morning of the 13th we were early under orders,.

and the artillery on both sides began its work, and again we
had several hours cannonading, while the infantry was ordered

to remain well to the rear.

This gave us an opportunity to read the letters which wo
had received the night before, and to those who were fortu-

nate enough to have a sheet of paper and a pencil, to answer

them. Many seized on the inspiration of the moment, and

not a few epistles, a la lieauregard, began, "On the field,

within sound of the enemy's guns."

Our position in line now, was next to the hit of the line,

the Seventy-fifth having that flank.

The real position of the enemy was now discernible. The

country was a narrow belt of land, extending from the Teche

on our right to heavy woods and a deep swamp on our left.

Stretching across this belt a distance of two miles, and from

the stream to tin swamp, the enemy had erected a strong

line of earthworks, which mounted twenty-live pieces of field

artillery :: . 1 several siege 'jams, and even on the opposite

hank of the Bayou small redoubts were thrown up—the gun s.

of which aunoved our riehl exceedingly.
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Another source of serious inconvenience was the severe

shelling from the nun-boat Diana, a boat which the enemy

had, some weeks before, captured from our fleet, and which

was now turning her rifled pieces on us with great havoc,

from a concealed place, in an arm of the Bayou.

We now moved cautiously forward and halted in an immense

cane field. At this season the cane was nearly at its full

growth, and entirely concealed our regiment from the enemy,

and to this we owe our small proportion of casualties.

About four o'clock in the evening the Seventy-Fifth became

severely engaged with the enemy in the woods, and for a

time Ave were fearful that he would be successful and flank

us, but with all the stubbornness which ever characterized

the Brigade, this regiment held its ground, although against

overwhelming numbers.

Colonel Smith had orders to send three companies out as

skirmishers, and Companies B, I) and E, were accordingly

sent, behaving with such skill as to call forthpraise from the

commanding officer of the line.

Company F, under Captain Kitts, was early sent to support

a battery, which was perhaps the most dangerous sen-ice of

this engagement, and which duty was discharged in a satis-

factory manner.

During the battle, the remaining companies of the battalion

fired but a few volleys, and except on the extreme left,

musketry was rarely heard.

Thus affairs continued. Again darkness settled down, and
apparently the situation was unchanged. It had been a hard

day's work, charged with the most intense excitement, and
again we retired a short distance, and hungry and fatigued

cast ourselves down on the damp ground supperless, save a
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few hard-tack, and having for covering only the broad canopy

of heaven.

Pending the engagement several sugar-mills had been fired

by our batteries, and their lurid names lighted up the heavens,

seemingly making them blush to witness such unholy scenes

on so lovely a spot.

All that livelong night we were disturbed with rumors.

One said that the force which embarked from Brashear had

entirely cut off the enemy's retreat, should he attempt one

;

another said we were to assault the works at daylight, and

the thousands of stories so prevalent in camp, found believers.

At four o'clock A. M., of the 24th, we advanced on the

works. Xot a shot was fired. We moved on almost breath-

lessly. Soon we saw one of our flags waving from the parapet

of the works. The cause was apparent. The enemy had

fled. Such was the battle of Fort Bisland.*

*The casualties in the One Hundred and Fourteenth in the engagement, were:

Wounded—Privates Waterman Ensworth, hand: Chauncey A. Bradley, arm; George

S. Peck, head, Company A. First Serjeant George Ballcu, knee, (died of -wound

June 17, 1SC3^; Private F. W. Fish, shoulder ; William F. Weston, breast, Company B.

Privates Isaac Odell, hrea-t ; William Roberts, breast, Company D. Private James

Hill, head, (died of wound,') Company II. No official report relating to the part

taken by this regiment in this action, was ever made. The entire casualties in

Emory'i Division were scarcely fifty killed, aud twice that number wounded.





.CHAPTER VIII.

" Let ns score their backs,

And snatch 'em np, as we take hares, behind :

'Tie sport to maul a runner."—Shatepeare.

PURS U IT UR EETUUN.

THE REBEL "WORKS—HOW THE ENEMY ESCAPED—WE PURSUE Iim—FATIGUES—BIVOUAC
—RESUME OUR PURSUIT—GBAFTENBERG H'S—VERMILLION RIVER—A HALT—ORDERS

FOR THE 114TH REGIMENT TO RETURN'—COLLECTING HORSES AND CATTLE—THE

SOLDIERS AND PLANTERS

—

ARRIVAL AT OUR OLD CAilP—DEATH OP LIEUTENANT

DONNELLY.

We moved over the deserted works. The position was

apparent. The long line of fortificationshad been constructed

with great care, and the flanks were well protected by natural

advantages. Adding to these the works on the opposite side

of the Bayou, and the hidden position of the Diana, the

chances of success were strongly on the side of the enemy.

It was indeed a long line of works to be carried by so small

a foree, but examination showed that our artillery had made

fearful havoc on them, and the enemy's knowledge of a force

marching on Irish Bend, made his position untenable.

Two circumstances combined which favored the escape of

the rebels. The officer of our picket failed to give timely

notice of the moving of artillery and wagons, which he after-

wards stated, began about one A. M., of the 14th, and thus

they were permitted to retire without molestation. General

G rover, either through 1> ; - own mistaken idea of the country,

or through neglect on the part of his guides, left one avenue

of retreat unoccupied, and thus the entire forced the enemv
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was allowed to slip through our hands, although it is evident

from the reports of stragglers captured, that General Taylor

,

the commanding officer believed himself hemmed in, and was

on the point of asking a capitulation when informed of the

unguarded road, which was fatal in the crowning of our

victory.

Xot a moment was now lost. Pursuit began. The enemy

had succeeded in getting away"all his artillery, excepting-

a heavy siege gun which was spiked and left in the works,

and which we recognized as the piece that damaged us so

much on the day previous, and now the idea was to press so

closely this retreating force, as to cause an abandonment of

artillery and transportation, or a halt for a renewal of the

fight.

The men, although tired and hungry, were urged on, and

did not halt until nearly noon, and then only for a few

moments. Raw pork and hard-tack were issued and eaten

with a relish. Again we pushed on under the burning sun,

.

and over dusty roads; the enemy was said to be just ahead,

and we must press forward. Sore-footed and worn out,

we were encouraged by tiie prospect of capturing' the foe

which had so adroitly evaded us, and being constantly

as-ured that we were soon to realize our hopes, little com-

plaint was made. Our every thought was to press the enemy.

We caught no sight of him, however, that day.

At seven o'clock we halted a mile or more above Franklin^

utterly exhausted. Our feet were blistered, bleeding and

sore. Every one was glad when darkness forced us into

bivouac.

At. four o'clock A. M., the day following, we werein motion.

The weather was exceedingly hot, and the roads ankle deep-
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with dust. We were barely allowed time to breathe, and

were hurried along at almost a double quick step.

Many, unaccustomed to marching, fell out, but a majority

declared they would keep in the ranks, and pride alone kept

the army together that day.

TTe bivouacked on the GratFenbergh plantation. Here we
found a magnificent repast of boiled mutton, intended for the

rebels, but they were forced along at such a rate that they

could not stop to enjoy it. Our boys were not long in making

the discovery, and soon appropriated the feast to themselves.

Xo one went hungry to his blanket that night.

We continued this inarching for four days, and halted on

Vermillion Bayou, one of those small streams which so

frequently intersect that portion of the State.

This was the first rest we were allowed, and for this we
were indebted to the rebels, they burning the bridge, the

repairs of which caused a day's delay.

This rest was most thankfully received. The men now had

an opportunity of washing themselves and their clothing,

which was blackened with dust, and to care for their feet

which were in a wretched condition. Hardly a man escaped

being foot-sore, and some were so bad as to entirely disable

them from walking. In this plight it may well be supposed

the delay was not regretted.

So precipitate was the flight of the enemy that he did' not

stop to take advantage of the high banks along the Bayou,

where with his artillery he might certainly have checked us,

and possibly successfully disputed our crossing. He chose

rather to push on beyond Alexandria, and then scatter his

forces over different roads. Further pursuit with chances of

gain to us was useless.
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On Saturday evening, April 18th, Colonel Smith announced

to his officers that he had received orders to proceed down
the country and collect all the horses and cattle which he

could find, and drive them to Brashear. *

This intelligence was unwelcome enough. We knew that

the army was to move to the front on the morrow, and not-

withstanding the severe trials of our march, we were anxious

to go with it. But our regrets were of no avail, and at day-

light Sunday we bid adieu to our comrades ; they to move

up the country, perhaps to win victories and laurels ; we to

become cattle-drivers and government horse-gobblers.

As we shall not again have reason to recur to the forward

movement of the rest of our expedition, it is proper to state

that the command moved about twenty miles beyond Alex-

andria, when finding the rebel army so broken up as to

warrant no further pursuit, returned to Simmesport, and from

thence marched to Port Hudson, where again the One

Hundred and Fourteenth joined the " Old Brigade," and

shared largely in its honors and its losses.

We entered on our new duties in a rain storm, the first

one of our campaign, which was very welcome.

The regiment was now divided into squads and sent on

each side of the highway, to collect and bring in all stock

worth driving away.

It has been previously stated that this country was the

richest portion of the State. The people in this region

believed that the works of Fort Bisland, were impregnable,

and had allowed their stock to remain. They now had barely

time to conceal the best of it, from the sight of the "Yankee

invaders," and not unfreqiiently herds of cattle and droves

of horses were found by some vigilant scout, hidden in the
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woods. In one instance a rich old seed of rebellion, had led

Ills horse into his bed-chamber, and discovery having been

made, the animal of value to the Government was led forth,

leaving the other showering his curses on the " contemptible

robbers," and "miserable thieves." Such were the pet names

"bestowed in great abundance on us during our " collecting

vtour."

"Our herd kept daily increasing, but no remarkable incident

transpired beyond occasional disputes of ownership of prop-

erty between the soldiers and the planters, but the decision

..always conferred the title on the former.

On the 2Sth we arrived at Berwick, having not less than

«ight hundred horse 5
?, and three thousand head of cattle.

The result, with ail the reluctance with which we turnedback

from the main army at Vermillion, showed no lack of energy

on our part in fully discharging the duty assigned us.

Colonel Smith turned all this property over to the Quarter-

master's Department.

We moved across the Bay that evening, and went into our

old camp which was left standing. AVe were well worn down

with our march, and satisfied for the time with practical

campaigning.

At this point we were met with the sad intelligence of the

•death of Lieutenant George G. Donnelly, of Company E.

Lieutenant Donnelly, while in the discharge of his duties as

commandant of the guard at the depot, had met with a serious

injury, which confined him to his bed for a long time. lie

suffered much, but paticntlv, and died on the 2Gth, two davs

before our arrival. IPe was a genial companion, a faithful

friend, and a true christian.
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All were in bed early. At midnight we were aroused by

orders to march on the morrow, and the cooks were set at

work preparing -three days' rations. There was not that

eagerness manifested as on the setting out of the other

expedition. Sore feet and weary bodies voted against another

campaign. Again our preparations for " light marching

order," were completed, and on the afternoon of April 30th,

we embarked on the Empire Parish. We proceeded as far

as Franklin, but as our boat was drawing too much water to

proceed up the Teche, we changed to the Quincbaug of

Norwich, which was probably some Connecticut trading

propeller.

As Colonel Smith's orders did not contemplate moving us

beyond Xew Iberia, he reasoned that we were to remain and

protect the neighborhood from strolling bands of guerrillas,

and predicted a ' : summer residence." We therefore took

up our quarters on a deserted plantation ; the tents of the
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men being nicely put up in the door-yard which was commo-

dious and shady, and the officers occupying the house. This

was about one mile beyond the the toAvn. The Colonel had

also designated an officer of his regiment to proceed to the

village and take possession, of a printing office, and commence

the issue of a weekly newspaper. We had "great expecta-

tions" but they were very summarily dispelled by orders to

move on the morning following.

Of course we moved. The orders said to Opelousas, and

we were once more hopeful that we were again to join the

« Old Brigade,"

As' appearances gave evidence of a long march, the sick

were sent back to Brashear. Among this number was Colonel

Smith and several of his officers. The command of the

regiment now devolved on Lieutenant-Colonel Per Lee.

On the 7th of May we crossed Ycrmiliiou Bayou, the point

at which we had turned bark, and marched several miles

beyond the town of Yennilliouville. We resumed our march

on the day following, and arrived at Opelousas at five o'clock

P. M.

This is a post-village and the Capital of St. Landry Parish.

It is an old dilapidated looking town, built by the French and

Spanish, and contains Franklin College and a Xunnerv.

Here we remained only one night. The heat was intense

and the roads dusty. Our inarches were lon<Y and fatiguing

On one occasion we marched nearly ten miles without rest,

and destitute of water. Finally in the heat of the day we
halted in the door-yard of the Widow Webb. Arms were

stacked, blankets thrown down, and one grand rush made for

the cistern. Mrs. Webb had taken the precaution so common
among the inhabitants on our approach, and removed the

I
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purnp. Yankee ingenuity was not long at fault, and soon

buckets and ropes were doing the work. Then came the

female termagant with a choice tirade of abuse. She wished

the water would poison all of us, miserable, meddling

Yankees. There were dead cats in that cistern, she said, and

on being informed that the cat was no uncommon dish in the

North, her rage knew no bounds. She soon discovered,,

however, that the necessities of life we would have, if possi-

ble, and to the soldier, or in fact to any one, water is not the

least. We are sorry to add, however, that notwithstanding

the vigilant care which the Colonel exercised to prevent any

destruction of private property, pillaging was to some extent

practiced.

Later in the day the widow and her niece, a very pretty

specimen of a Southern girl, invited several of the officers

into the house, and favored them with some excellent music.

Here, for the first time, we heard sung with true secession

*{»irit, the Southern air, " Bonnie Blue Flag."

We passed the Epps plantation, famous as being the home '

of Solomon Xorthrup, whose book made such a sensation in

anti-slavery circles some years ago. Old 3Ir. Epps yet lives,

and told us that a greater part of the book was truth, and
Htat many old negroes remembered Xorthrup. He spoke of
'u»n as an unusually " smart nigger," and seemed hardly to-

rrvdit the fact that we had come from so great a distance as.

New York?

At Holmesville we met a man who was formerly a dancing-

zuaster at Utica, and who knew many of the prominent

K*'ple of that vicinity, but who was a most arrant rebel,

: i endeavored to annoy us to the fullest extent of his.

ability. For his pains he was arrested and punished.
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Our first day's march beyond Cheneyville brought ug

within twenty-five miles of Alexandria. Here we were

met by an officer of General Banks' Staff, with orders to turn

back and collect all the able-bodied negroes, and take them

to Brashear. Swearing availed nothing, and we were soon

measuring back the road over which we had passed.

As one looks on the Map of Louisiana, and places one

finger at Brashear City and another on Cheneyville, it seems

but a step from the one place to the other; he can hardly

comprehend the dusty roads, the burning sun, the scarcity of

water, which conspire to weary and break down the soldier.

We found the negroes ready to follow us. A greater part

of the plantations were deserted by the white population;

the slaves were not delicate in appropriating whatever of

massa's property they wished for, and there was no disposi-

tion on our part to instill into their minds the impropriety

ot such actions.

At every plantation we found them ready, with their good*

and chattels stored in sugar carts, while from far and near on

either side of the highway, they came, as they said, to "go

wid ye all."

Sometimes very amusing incidents took place. At one

halting place the plantation was owned by a nephew of

General Scott. The owner was absent, a Colonel in the rebel

army, but the mistress and slaves were yet at home. Evi-

dently the lady wished to "play on us." She ask"ed Colonel

Per Lee if he would not ask his drum corps to favor herwith

some music, some " real old fashioned tunes," as she

expressed it. The drum corps was ordered to "discourse

their most excellent music." Soon, however, it was noticed

that the Madam had left. The reason was soon obvious.
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While the attention of all had been directed to the music, she

had taken the opportunity of shutting her female house

servants in a room up stairs. The fact was communicated

to some of our smartest negroes, and at dark the gallant

ILomeos, by the aid of ladders rescued the dark Juliets from

their prison, to the great merriment of all. When Madam
discovered what had transpired, she flew into a serious passion,,

and declared that it was a " regular Yankee trick."

The girls were left to their choice, whether to go with us

or remain, but they decided to accompany the train. From
this place we took slaves who were as white as our soldiers.

We had received information that we would be joined by

the forces which were engaged in embarking cotton from

Barre's Landing. They consisted of the Ninetieth Xew
York, and detachments of the One Hundred and Tenth, One

Hundred and Seventy-Fifth New York, Fifty-Second Massa-

chusetts Infantry; three companies of the Forty-First Kegi-

nient Massachusetts Volunteers, mounted, and acting as

cavalry, with two pieces of artillery, all under coinmand of

Colonel J. S. Morgan, of the first named regiment.

While awaiting the arrival of the'se troops we were quietly

in bivouac in the door-yard of the residence of Brigadier-

general Pratt, of the rebel army. Our time was passed in

foraging on the country, and converting a barrel or two of

sugar, each day, into candy. We were enjoying our leisure,

a« soldiers so well know how to do.

On the 2 1st of May we received orders from Colonel

Morgan, to move to St. Martinsville, a thriving post-viliasre,

the Capital of St. Martin's parish, on the right bank of the

Teche.

We arrived at this place on the morning of the 23d, and a
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temporary Brigade was organized. We resumed our march

on the morning following, passing New-Iberia. Nothing of

interest occurred until the evening of the 25th when the

alarm was sounded that our rear was attacked by the enemy.

A correspondent writing from the scene of action, says

:

" We passed Franklin on the afternoon of the 2oth, the music playing

the national aire, and the regiment singing,

" We'll han^ Jeff- Davis on a Palmetto tree."'

"The One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment was the rear of the

infantry, with a squadron of cavalry covering our march, to pick up the

stragglers which fell out by the wayside. The day was beautiful, and

just as the sun was setting we were marching leisurely along, hoping

soon to halt for the night, when in our rear we heard shouting, and

soon a mass, a mob, c;>me dashing headlong, crying, 'get out of thn

way, the rebels are coming.'

" At first we thought the mounted negroes and soldiers were running

a race, but soon a cavalryman, dust-covered and baredieaded came

dashiug down, and said the rear guard had been attacked and soiue

killed.

"The panic now began to be general among the negroes, ambulance

driven*, and teamsters, and only the prompt and earnest endeavors on

the part of the officers, prevented disaster, as the road was filled for

miles with our trains.

" As soon as sufficient information could be gathered from the fright-

ened horsemen, Colonel Per Lee countermarched his regiment and

determined to go to the aid of the rear guard. We marched back

about two miles, and formed our line of battle, where we could hear

the exchanging shots further up the read.

"We had hardly completed our formation, when several cavalrymen

came rapidly down, and one of them gave his opinion as to the number

aad position of the enemy. Colonel Per Lee halted them, and ordered

them to return with him. The rnc before mentioned did not nioTf.

' My boy,' said the Colonel, ' are not you going T ' I would go Colonel/

replied the brave fellow, 'only for this,' and he pointed to a gapii>£

1
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wound in his side. He was placed in an ambulance and well cared for

1mt to no avail.

" Colonel Per Lee pressed on and was soon met by the entire cavalry

force retreating. Th^se he likewise halted and ordered them to return.

The dust was so thick that he could discern nothing, but pushed on up

the road, and was presently met by the enemy, who poured a volley

into our little band, killing Lieutenant Wood of the One Hundred and

Tenth New York, and severely wounding several others. Our men

returned the fire, and after several exchanges of shots, the rebels

retired. The Colonel and his miniature force pushed rapidly on, and

<irove the enemy into the town, and returned. Seven of the guerrillas

were reported killed. The dust rendered it impossible for our men to

judge how many of the enemy had attacked them, but estimated the

iqjCQ to be about one hundred.

"Colonel Per Lee rode back to his regiment, and with his character-

istic energy said :
' Boys, there are a lot of those devils there, and I am

for going back and cleaning that town out!' The man gave three

cheers, and asked the Colonel to lead them, and they would cheerfully

follow. A courier was immediately despatched to Colonel Morgan, who
was at the head of the train, and nearly six miles distant, for some

cavalry. Colonel Per Lee marched his regiment nearly to Franklin,

halted and threw out his skirmishers. Soon two companies of the

Forty-First Massachusetts, mounted, came up and were sent in advance

f>f the infantry line. It was now evening, but the moon was full, and

It was quite light. The skirmish firing was rapid, but gradually the

enemy withdrew. Colonel Morgan now arrived and assumed command.
One piece of artillery came up and threw four shells, at short range into

the town. We all hoped that the town might be burned, and so it

would, had Colonel Per Lee been in command, but we were ordered to

"all back. We could distinctly see them firing from the windows of

•he houses, and yet this treacherous town was spared.
14 Our killed and wounded were all" taken in charge, and attended in

the best possible manner. Great credit is due to Surgeon Wagner for his

untiring labors towards these autlerers.

We were now put under rapid inarching, and at IIP. M., overtook

the forces which had been halted. We moved on. marching all night.
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and restedbut twenty minutes. It would not do to halt any length of

time, for the men were so worn out, that falling asleep, they could be

awakened only with great difficulty. Many slept as they ualked. In-

credible as this may seem, it is true. The men said that they would

often, march along wholly unconscious, and only a severe jostle would

arouse them.

" We continued on until five A. M., of the 20th, when we halted for

coffee. The Kepptr, a .mail river boat, came up from the Bay, having

on board two pieces of artillery. We pushed on under her cover, but

were annoyed no more* by the enemy, although the Captain said by the

aid of his glass he could discern a party of horsemen slowly following

is at a distance.

" We arrived at Brashear at 11 A. M. A more dirty, dusty, ragged

and fatigued party of men never lived. The excitement of the march

was now over, and without even eating or.washing the men sank down

to sleep. From Monday morning at five until Tuesday morning at

eleven, we had marched continually, had a skirmish and made a distance

of forty-throe miles. The returns showed that our loss was ten killed,

several wounded a»d a number taken prisoners. Thirty will probably

cover our loss.

" The arrival at Brashear of this motley crowd created much excite-

ment. At New Iberia I halted and let the train pass. It consisted

of foar hundred and six carts, each cart averaging not less than six

negroes. Every day added to our number. In addition to these, the-

able-bodied male portion either marched or rode captured horses as we

proceeded down. It was a sight perhaps never witnessed before, and

may never be again. The carts were those used to transport cane and

cotton from the Held, and would hold as much as a small canal boat.

They were covered with awnings made of all kinds of material. Carpet-

- ing, clothing, rred mattings, dried cow hides, boards and everything else

which would serve to protect from the sun were used. They presented

a most ludicrous appearance. The propelling power was equally varied-

Some of the carts were/ drawn by oxen, some by horses, some by mule?;

an ox and a mule drawing at the same cart were not infrequent, and

in one case a cow and a mule were harnessed together. The coeking

utensils, clothing, bedding, and in fact all the traps, of. a negro cabin.
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wore loaded on, and the aged and young were piled in promiscuously

together. A birth and a death occurred on the passage, the ' gain
'

and ' loss ' were the same, and no ' recruits required.'

"The train was over five miles in length, and when we reached

Brashear our crop of negroes was not less than twelve thousand heads.'"

We again crossed the Bay and took quarters in our old

camp, with orders to be ready for a movement at a moment's

notice.

The conduct of Colonel Per Lee and his regiment iu

repelling the rebel attack called out the following compli-

mentary notice :

" Springfield Landing, La., May 29, 18G3-

" Lieutenant-Colonel S. It. Per Lee, Commanding llitli Regiment

:

"In accordance with orders received, this Brigade is dissolved.

"I take this opportunity of returning to yourself and command my
sincere thanks for the good feeling displayed, and the prompt manner

in which you quieted the panic caused by the unexpected attack of

guerrillas on our rear guard, and the bravery shown by you, and the^

alacrity with which all orders were obeyed on our recent arduous

march. I shall take pleasure in presenting your name for the favorable

consideration of the Major-Oeneral Commanding.

I have the honor to be, Colonel,

Very Respectfully,

Your Obedient Servant,

Colonel J. S. MORGAN, 90th N. Y. V."

Since the 1st day of April, halting but three days at the

most, the One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment hod marched

a distance of seven hundred miles.
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The banks of the Mississippi for a distance of a hundred

miles above the Delta, rise but a few feet from the water.

The adjacent country is an extended level, protected from

the overflow of the river by artificial dykes, or levees, which

are periodically renewed by the watchful proprietors. The

whole extent of Lower Louisiana exhibits the same remark-

able feature; there are no elevations, except those artificial

ones just referred to, and much of this low-lying country has

doubtless been created by alluvial deposits of the many

streams which find their way from the northern regions to

the Gulf of Mexico. From Xcw Orleans to Baton Rouge

the banks gradually increase^* in height, rising at the latter

place to fifteen feet ; and at a point about thirty miles above,

the eastern bank assumes the decided appearance of a bluff.

Here is Port Hudson—the name of an obscure landing for

the shipment of the products of the country, hardly men-

tioned upon the maps prior to the war; but, like hundreds

•For this, and the six following chapters, tho pnb'.ic nro indebted to the pen of

Captain Jttmcn F. Fitti.
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of kindred places, brought into world-wide notoriety by the

stirring events of the Great Rebellion.

The advantages of this situation, as a defensive position,

could not escape the rebel leaders' attention. On a riverfront of

more than a mile a cliff springs perpendicularly from the water,

to the height of eighty feet, forming an impregnable wall

against attack from the river ; running in an irregular semi-

circle of seven miles from the upper to the lower verges of

this cliff is a chain of hills, intersected, with deep and tangled

ravines, and embracing the few buildings to which the name

of Port Hudson was given—a church, a school-house, a rail-

road depot, and half-a-dozen sheds—which were used as hos-

pitals during the siege. It was a natural fortification,

strengthened by all the appliances which military engineer-

ing could devise. Earthworks of formidable strength crowned

the hills, making a continuous line of defence from the river

above to the river below. Ditches protected these works

from assault, and a bristling abattis of felled timber filled

the ravines in front. Guns of heavy calibre commanded the

river, and every point of assault by land ; a garrison of eight

thousand veterans held the position, and thus sealed the lower

Mississippi to all commerce and communication with the

country above. It was the key of the rebellion south of

Vicksburg, the reduction of which would be a barren victory

without the fall of Port Hudson. It was the one indispensa-

ble point, the barrier which the Union arms in the Depart-

ment were exerted to overthrow, in order that the Great

River might pass "uuvexed to the sea.'
1

The campaign which finally resulted in the capitulation

of this important post was virtually commenced about the

middle of March, ISO-}, when a division of the Union army
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was moved up the river from Baton Rouge, and thrown for-

ward to the vicinity of the rebel works. The attention of

the garrison being thus distracted from the real object sought,

and while considerable skirmishing was going on in the rear,

the fleet attempted to run past the batteries on the river face,

and to gain a position which would effectually cut off Port

Pludson from succor. The audacity of this attempt has not

been exceeded during the war. Favored by the darkness,

two of the vessels succeeded in passing the works ; one was

crippled and destroyed by the enemy's lire, and others driven

back. But the object had been gained; the Union forces

held the river above as well as below Port Hudson, and the

troops which threatened it were withdrawn.

At this juncture of the campaign, it is highly probable

that the rebels conceived themselves masters of the situation.

Mistaking the fact that the demonstration of Grcver's Divi-

sion in their rear was merely a feint, intended to assist the

boats in passing the batteries, they viewed the withdrawal

of that Division as an entire discomfiture of our army, and

immediately dispatched several thousand troops from the

Port Hudson garrison to Vicksburg, reducing the strength

of the former to about eight thousand, as has been stated.*

The subsequent progress of the campaign must have con-

vinced them of their delusion.

The "Teche Campaign," in Western Louisiana, during the

•This statement Is made upon the authority of priponers present at the surrender

of Tort Hudson, who could have had no motive for deception. Per contra. General

Xlalleck, in bin Report of Military Operations during the year 1S63. asserts that the

place was poorly garrisoned and hut slightly fortified at the time of General Gro-

ver'e feint, and migbt have been easily taken ! Those •ho fought before Port Hnd-
•on, in May and June of the same year, will question the. correctness of tin? assertion.





1863.] STRATEGY. 87

following April, including the Battles of Bisland, Irish Bend r .

Grand Lake and Battle-a-la-Ruse, had but a single objective

point—Port Hudson. The dispersion of the rebel forces west

of the Mississippi secured New Orleans from immediate dan-

•ger arising from the withdrawal of the army from its imme-

diate vicinity, and still further deceived the Port Hudson

garrison as to the ultimate object of the campaign. They

could not reasonably suppose that General Banks had

collected two-thirds of his army at Brashear Cityvhis extreme

western outpost, two hundred miles south-west of them, for

the purpose of striking at their stronghold ; nor could they

imagine that the advance of that army to Alexandria, through

hundreds of miles of hostile country, reaching a point one

hundred and fifty miles north-west of them, was prosecuted

in the furtherance of that object. The movement appeared

precisely like an invasion of Texas ; it was, in fact, a difficult

and comprehensive piece of strategy, the results of which

fully justified its undertaking*

The main*armv_of General Banks, comprising the divisions of

Emory and Grover, marched from Alexandria about the middle

of May, pursuing a gen oral south-easterly direction, and crossed

the Atchafalaya at Simmesport. Somewhat later General Au-

gur, commanding tiie reserve division, broke camp at Baton-

Rouge, and moved continually northward. The out-lying-,

pickets of the rebels maintained a running fight with this

division until it effected a junction with the main army in

the vicinity »>f Port Hudson, about the twentieth of May.

The Nineteenth Army Corps was now for the first time uni-

ted in the field, and ready for the offensive. The first delib-

erate blow against the rebel Gibraltar of Louisiana was now,

delivered.





88 HISTORY OF THE 114TII REGIMENT. [1863.

On the twenty-seventh of May, the whole foree advanced

upon the outworks of the enemy. A battle ensued, bloody,

desperate, and protracted through the day. The rebels

Tiad chosen their ground near Port Hudson Plains, and stead-

ily resisted the efforts of the Union army to drive them

within their fortifications. The loss of our troops was heavy,

but their attack sneceeeded, and towards night the enemy

abandoned their position and fell back to their works. At

several points they were closely followed by several regi-

ments, but the assault of the works did not become general,

and our army took up a position conforming to that of the

Tebels and at once entered upon the labors of the siege.

Although the One Hundred and Fourteenth Xew York did

not rejoin the army until after the investment of the place, and

had no share in the battle of the twenty-seventh, the foregoing

sketch of the situation at Port Hudson, and of the operations

which affected it, prior to the first of June, is considered neces-

sary, in order that the reader may gain a better understanding

of the events which followed, and more thoroughly appreciate

the important connection of the regiment with those events.
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A pocket-diary of this campaign informs us that the regiment

arrived at Brashear City from the Teche country, on May
26th, 1863; that it was placed en route for the front on the

29th, and that it readied our lines before Port Hudson on

the 31st.

The march of the regiment from Cheneyville to Brashear

was attended by exciting events, elsewhere described in this

History, and the latter part accomplished through much
fatigue and danger. At one point of march the scene of

hostilities was less than fifty miles eastwardly from the route,

and dull, booming sounds were more than once heard across

the intervening swamps and lakes, telling significantly

that the strife had already begun. The country was filled

with rumors of attack, defeat and victory; and the more

credulous of us were swift to accept the reports of the

"intelligent contraband," as true, and to believe that the

rebellious stronghold had already fallen. Many of the

regiment who read these lines will recall, with a grim smile,
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the cheers that were given, a month previous, over the intel-

ligence that our iron-clads and monitors in Charleston harbor

had entirely reduced Fort Sumter, and that our flag floated

in triumph from its parapets; and some will doubtless recall

the enthusiastic demonstrations of joy with which this

premature news of our success on the Mississippi was

•^welcomed.

Brashear City, well known to the One Hundred and Four-

teenth as the scene of its camp for a month prior to tbeTecho

• expedition, and the late base of supply of the army, is built

upon a narrow flat of land between Berwick Bay and the

swamp that borders it. Situated eighty miles westwardly

from Xew Orleans, at the embrochure of the Teche and

Atchafalaya, it was before the war, an important station upon

the oS"ew Orleans, Opelousas, and Great Western Rail Road,

which had not been completed beyond it. Several flourishing

plantations, a depot, a wharf, a hut el, and a small collection of

unpretentious houses, made up the unattractive summary of

Brashear, unless we include in the estimate the impenetrable

swamps surrounding it, and the legions of rapacious mosqui-

toes issuing from them, thirsty for Northern blood. It could

never have been an inviting place in the palmiest days of

peace; war had desolated it, driven away its inhabitants,

and made it a mere military outpost and station. It reeked

and sweltered under the burning sun as the regiment again

•occupied their deserted tents on the 20th of May, and the

wearied soldiers gladly sought their refuge after six weeks*

exposure to the broad canopy of heaven.

u What next ?" was the question anxiously asked by the

'enlisted men of the officers, and by the officers of each other.

JST-obody pretended to know. Had Port Huu!.con fallen?
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Very likely. If not, was it not probable that the regiment

would be left at Brashear, to strengthen the weak garrison

in defending it ? Probable, certainly. Everybody wanted

rest and all were willing to be spared any unnecessary

exertion. But the event was otherwise ordered.

The first assault upon the enemy's lines was made on the

27th of May. On the afternoon of the 28th, a brief and

significant dispatch came to Brashear by telegraph from

New Orleans. It said :

"There is severefighting vr> the river. Forward at once all

" the troops that can be spared."

There were three or four regiments which could be spared

from the listless inactivity of the present situation for the

fiery work before Port Hudson. There was one in particular,

which was invariably "spared" in this manner, upon such

occasions, and so the order was published to the One Hun-

dred and Fourteenth to proceed immediately to Algiers by

rail, in light marching order. The news was received quietly

and did not elicit any demonstrations whatever. Your true

Boldier is too thoroughly imbued with the first and last

maxim of the art military, to take exceptions or enter pro-

tests. "Obey orders,
1
' is the knot that binds together the

whole mass of our army ; it is the leaven that infuses it and

makes it serviceable. And so our regiment denuded itself

of tents and baggage, strapped on its blankets, slung its

haversacks with three day

s

5
rations, burnished its arms, and

declared itself ready for Port Hudson.

It may be stated here, in parenthesis, that all the property

stored at Brashear by the One Hundred and Fourteenth and

other regiments, including every description oi camp equipage,

private baggage and medical stores, was" lost by capture, on
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the 23d of June following. The position was of the greatest

importance. It was the key to the country west of the

Mississippi, and upon occupying it, the rebels were enabled

to march upon New Orleans, and enibarass the army besieg-

ing Port Hudson. It was surrendered through the imbecility

and cowardice of officers, who sluill here be nameless, with

consequences which threatened the greatest disaster to our

arms, besides the loss of millions of dollars in stores.

On the morning of May 20th, at ten o'clock, the regiment

was marched to the depot and placed on board a train of

platform cars. With banners -displayed, with the music of

fifes and drums, with the cheers of the spectators, and with

no face darkened by the shadow of coming disaster, we sped

over the rails, away from Brashear, with its familiar wretch-

edness, and were en route for new scenes and adventures.

The railroad from Brashear City to Algiers passes through

what is popularly known as the La Fourche country, one of

the most productive as well as one of the most utterly dreary

in the State. It is intersected with numerous Bayous which

wind a sinuous course from the Mississippi to the Gulf. The
sugar plantations of the district are embraced in a narrow

belt of land bordering the Bayous; the rest is wild, unre-

claimed swamp, generally covered with an exuberant growth

of cane or forest, and peopled with every repulsive species

of animal life. Alligators splash and paddle lazily in the

turbid pools; snakes also inhabit the waters, or hiss from the

trees; owls, lizards, and tarantulas abound, and dense clouds

of insects, poisonous and irritating, infest the air. It is J

almost impossible to convey with the pen an adequate idea

of these swamp thickets. They are absolutely impervious;

you cannot penetrate them save by the *low labor of destroy-
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ing everything before you, and cutting yourself a path. In

the wet season it would never be attempted, since the country

is flooded with water. When the heat of mid-summer has

parched the ground, a thick growth of spiked palm bushes

springs up between the trees, and the luxuriant trails of the

Spanish moss are interlaced and interwoven from branch to

branch. Nature interposes her barriers against your advance,

and you are content to withdraw with moderately scratched

hands and face.

And yet—as I have heard their own lips narrate—into the

very depths of these frightful and pestiferous swamps have

the torn and bleeding negroes fled from the perpetration of

horrors at which the heart sickens in relating
;
pursued by

bloodhounds, watched for with loaded rifles, they have sick-

ened and died in these slave-pens of nature, the victims of a

system so accursed that the honest millions of the Xorth

might blush with shame that they ever tolerated it.

Through this territory, known in a doleful negro melody

as ' ; the Louisiana Low-lands, Low," we passed with the slow

progress common to troop-trains—getting thoroughly damp-

ened on the way by a passing shower—rand arrived at Algiers,

opposite 2sfew Orleans, during the afternoon. Lieutenant

Loring, of General Emory's Staff, awaited us, with orders to

proceed immediately to Springfield Landing, in the steamer

Cafuacba; and the story of the battle of the 27th was

quickly spread abroad through the ranks. Sorrowful intelli-

gence was part of it : Colonel Chapin, of the One Hundred
and Sixteenth Xew York, Colonel Cowles, of the One Hundred
and Twenty-Eighth Xew York; Captain Hubbard and Lieu-

tenant Wrotnowski, of the staff—all, and many more, slain

on that bloody field-day. General T. W. Sherman had lost a

G
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leg, and the casualties were numbered by hundreds. Weitzc!

had been promoted from tlio Brigade to the Division ; our

lines completely encircled the enemy ; artillery on shore and

mortar-boats on the river, great guns and small, were pound-

ing away, day and night, at the defences. The rebels had a

strong position, and probably would not capitulate. All

this, and more, greeted our eager ears; but the prevalent

feeling of the moment was one of deep, heart-felt sorrow for

the scores of valued friends and good solders whose names

were in the dead-list.

In the thickest of a pouring rain, the regiment took arms

and marched aboard the Cahawba. Here one of those pain-

ful scenes was presented which sometimes shock the senses

•of the orderly soldier. The Ninetieth New York was to

occupy the steamer with us, and were already aboard. Most

of the officers were absent in the city, discipline was relaxed,

and the men had taken advantage of their liberty to become

intoxicated. It seemed, at first sight, as if one-half the reg-

iment was hopelessly drunk. Halt-a-dozen fights were in

progress on deck, and the yells and screams which came from

the hold would have shamed a tribe of Camanches. Order*

was finally restored, and our regiment located in the forward'

part of the boat. It lias never been our peculiar privilege to

see sufficient transportation furnished for the comfort of the

troops, nor was the present occasion an exception. Almost

every square foot, above and below, fore and aft, was densely

packed with a blue mass of humanity, rendering elbows and

heels unpopular, and two superfluous coils of rope were

gladly appropriated to lie upon, saving contact with the wet

deck; one sleepy wight took the bow-anchor for his pillow

and drowned his troubles with his snores.
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AIFnight the Cahawba stemmed the swift current "of the

river, passing sometimes within a few yards of the shore, as

the. variable channel shifted, and morning found us well on.

our way toward the great torment above. The river rolled

its turbid waters down to the Gulf, undisturbed by the strife

that crimsoned its banks; but the myriad craft of almost

every description which, a little more than two years before^

had enlivened it, were gone. There was neither freight nor

travel to employ them, for Yicksburg and Port Hudson had

imposed their fiery veto. Passing Donaldsonville and Plaque-

mine on the western bank, ravaged and made desolate by the

torch and shell, Baton Ilouge was reached about noon of the

30th. The engine was stopped for an instant, and the shore

hailed:

u What's new from above ?"

"Nothing."

And we went ploughing on our way, tolerably certain that

,our nag was as yet a respectable distance from the rebel ram-

parts.

A i\'\v miles above Baton Kouge, the lower extremity of

Prophet's Island—a long, thickly-wooded strip of land

—

divides the river into two channels. Taking the easterly one,

a short distance further brings us to Springfield Landing.

A bank.'of ten feet or more springs from the water at tkb

point; the snore is fringed with willows and backed with

thick woods. The southern extremity of the enemy's works

was, perhaps, six miles further up, by the shore j our gun-

boats were concealed from sight around a point. A huge

pile y^ cracker-boxes and barrels was erected on shore, for

hire all the supplies of the army were landed; a huge hospi-

laJtetit was crowded with victims from the last figjltj Olid
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wagons were continually rolling away with loads of hard-

tack, salt-horse, and kindred dainties.

The regiment was disembarked. Some twelve roundabout

miles lay between us and our destination, and it was wisely

concluded that the heat of the day might better be passed

in the shade at Springfield Landing. So we gathered about

in groups under the trees, and, with all the loquacity of antici-

pation, speculated together about the future, and what a few

days would bring forth. Well for us that the curtain could

not then be lifted on the succeeding two weeks, and the

ordeal of fire and blood revealed

!

At four o'clock the line was fovmed, and we took the route-

step for the front. The road was an uninteresting one, bor-

dered by forests upon both sides ; but as we passed beneath

the branches which here and there overhung the way, that

beautiful stanza of Childe Harolde, beginning,

"And Ardennes waves above thera her green leaves,"

was impressively forced upon my thoughts. There is noth-

ing in the peaceful and lovely aspects of nature which accords

with human violence ; there is no spot on earth so rude as to

be fitly dedicated to that fiendish display of human passions

which we know as a battle. But hang such philosophy. A
soldier must have nothing to do with it, or with the thoughts

that suggest it. Sad evidences of the battle passed us occa-

Fionally, in the shape of an ambulance freighted with

wounded. Every degree of physical suffering is represented

in these melancholy processions ; there is one mortally hnrt,

and unconscious of the pain of his injuries ; others moan and

groan in an agony of suffering, clenching their teeth Jiard to

suppress a shriek; and there are some slightly wounded who
part the curtains of the ambulance to look at the passers.
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Between these latter and the soldiers, questions are asked

and answered

:

"Is there fighting up this way?"
" Plenty of it : you'll sec when you get there." And then,

with a sympathizing grin,

" They're saving a place for you !"

Six miles of the march were made while there was light

enough to march, and the night was passed in bivouac in

an open field. We were tired from the fatigues of a week,

and it required but little time to make coffee to accompany

our simple rations, to spread our blankets on the bare ground,

and to lose ourselves in sleep. The hours wore away tow-

ard midnight; then a noise in the distance, and a rustling of,

blankets and rising on elbows.

" Hark !—What's that !"

It was a rumble, a roar, something like a short peal of

thunder, from up the road ; another, and yet another ; a rat-

tle of small arms, now seeming quite near, and anon grow-

ing fainter in the distance ; then more growls and grumbles,

and soon a mingling of rattle and boom, in a din of sounds

which could mean but one tfeing.

" They are fighting the great battle," said one. " Port

Hudson will fall before morning," suggested another; and

with a general chorus of " Good thing; let it fall!" every-

body lapsed again into unconsciousness.

Somebody said once, " When ignorance is bliss, 'twere

folly to be wise." We did not realize that this sudden out-

burst of noise was merely the nightly exchange of courte-

sies from the opposing lines—the serenade de V enfer—with

which besiegers and besieged were accustomed to regale each

other. -
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Early morning found us again on the road. Indications of

the near neighborhood of an army thickened as we proceeded
;

empty wagons and full ambulances streamed back towards

Springfield Landing, and full wagons trundled slowly toward

the front. Stragglers from late reinforcements were resting

by the roadside ; troops were on the march behind us ; the

roar of cannon was now and then borne back to us. Here

was another great edifice of hard-tack boxes, as high as a

four-story house ; near by, the Agent of the Sanitary/ Com-

mission was establishing a small depot in a pleasant grove.

Detached camps appeared in the woods; we were hard by

the left of the line. As we proceeded, our attention was
arrested by shot and shell marks on the trees, indicating the

severity of the battle Qt the 27th; and one great oak was
adorned with a scrap of a cracker-box, nailed up seven feet

from the ground, and red-chalked with a piece of bravado

which my best recollection preserves thus :

" You rebels, do you want to meet the —st Massachusetts

here again?''''

And so, defiling through the woods, after passing several

camps, we came to a nearer acquaintance with the situation.

The ground became uneven, being cut' up into ravines; there-

were endless woods, and nobody seemed to have a very clear

idea of where Port Hudson really was. An opening in the

woods suddenly revealed a yawning gulf, and a section of the

rebel works beyond, more than a thousand yards awav. ^Ve

must have been discovered the same instant ; an invisible

mass came rushing by overhead, with the peculiar $>ctsh,

sicish, only made by shell, and exploded harmlessly in the

air. Another came, and this a better shot. The missile

struck a large tree near the head of the column, scattering
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a cloud of splinters, but without harming any one. A third

was still better aimed, exploding in the air, directly over-

head. Several of the centre companies were disorganized

for tiie moment, the men throwing themselves flat on the

ground to escape the flying fragments. Shells at long range

are rarely destructive. In this instance the range was short

and the firing admirable, although it inflicted no injury.

The regiment moved on without delay, and soon j>assed out

of range of the shells.

But the incidents of the day were not yet over. We were

ordered to a ravine of considerable depth, with wooded and

sloping sides. Hardly were Ave established in this position

when a heavy solid shot whirled directly overhead, striking-

the ground beyond with a dull thump. Others visited us in

the course of the afternoon, and every man had his narrow

escape to relate. Toward evening we were ordered to move

to an adjacent ravine, which we found comparatively safe

from these unwelcome visitors. The three days' rations

were exhausted; and somewhat hungry, and entirely con-

vinced that we were before Port Hudson, we slept that night

with the lulling music of huge guns, untroubled by any sense

of insecurity.





CHAPTER XII

"Of sallies and retires ; of trenches, tents;

Of palisadocs, frontiers, ynirapets
;

Of bassalisks, cannon, culverin;

And all the currents of a heavy fight.
1"—Shakspeare.

SIEGE OF FORT HUDSON SHARPSIIOOTIXG AND SKIRMISHING.

THE LINES—POSITIONS—BROKEN COUNTRY—HEADQUARTERS—HOSPITALS—SIEGE GUN*

* AND MORTARS—RIFLE PITS—snARPSITOOTING—DESERTERS—EAGERNESS TO SnOOT

BACH OTHER—EXCESSIVE MUSKETRY FIRING CONVERSATIONS—NOTE ON THB

BEBEL WORKS—A, F, AND D ORDERED FORWARD—BLUNDERING BEARERS OF DIS-

PATCHES—SHART ATTACK—REALTY—WAITING FOR ORDERS—A LONG NIGHT

—

LIEUTENANT STAFFORD WOUNDED—PARTICULAR!—CARELESSNESS OF COMMANDING

OFFICERS—A MISTAKE—COLONEL SMITH ARRIVES AT PORT HUDSON—BANKS ASK8

A SURRENDER—REFUSAL—COLONEL SMITH COM3IANDS A BRIGADE—ASSEMBLES HIS

OFFICERS—AN ASSAULT TO BE MADE—COMPANIES B, F, D, E, AND G SELECTED

—

PREPARATIONS.

Of the precise shape and conformation of our lines at Port

Hudson it would be impossible to convey a correct idea,

except in a description given by those whose duties rendered

a thorough knowledge of them necessary. The country

adjacent to the rebel works was so diversified by ravines and

masked by woods, that no one serving with Ins regiment

could hope to gain more than a general, and not very definite

idea of the precise relation which our works bore to those

of the enemy, or of the extent of the former. We knew
very well that our army entirely surrounded Port Hudson by

land, cutting off all its communications with the world

without, and that Farragut's fleet on the river was jealously

guarding the approaches, both above and below. We under-

stood that we composed a fraction of the force that was
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laboring for the reduction of the place, and in the prosecu-

tion of our share of the great work, had but little time or

disposition to visit other points of the situation. Our expe-

rience in the interval between May 27th and June 14tn, was

that of many other regiments, and a brief history of that

experience, if faithfully told, will be recognized by thousands

who were present.

Between the spot where the One Hundred and Fourteenth

lay, and the enemy's works, was a great ravine or gulf; the

latter word will best describe it. In some places the hills

upon either side shouldered out sharply and prominently,

with steep sides ; at other points the descent was gradual.

The crests of the hills bounding this pit, upon both sides,

were fortified and held by the "opposing parties, lying within

easy rifle shot of each other; the gulf between was debat ca-

ble ground, over which, balls, shells, and bullets were hurled

back and forth. A diminutive- thread of water ran along the

bottom of the gulf. The slopes of the hills and the little

intervening level at their bases, were thickly grown with

brambles and thorny briers, tangled with felled timber, and

abounded in preeipitous and difficult descents. It was all

that lay between us and the prize, but it was for many days

neutral ground. By daylight no man set foot in it, hundreds

of eyes were watching for a mark, and none transgressed the

limits of his own works without being instantly made a

target.

The two sides of the ridge which our sharpshooters occu-

pied were strikingly contrasted. The side which lay beneath

the rebel guns was as bare of life and motion as though a

pestilence had swept it ; the other, although quite as rough

in its character, teemed with animation. The nature of the

rHE
NEWBERRY I
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ground was such that the companies were somewhat detached

from each other, a felled tree often serving as a means of

communication. They lay well down from the top of the

ridge, in order to avoid the danger of the flying halls, #hen
not on duty in the rille pits. Many, for greater security,

burrowed in shelters in the side of the hank. At the bottom

of this bank ran a stream of water much too small for the

wants of the numbers which crowded it. The heat was well

nigh insufferable, although shade was abundant; the flies

came in swarms to annoy us ; all the cooking was done a mile

to the rear, as the smoke would have betrayed our position

more exactly. And here in this wide wilderness we lay,

stifled by the sultry atmosphere, and some times drenched by

the rains. Back of us, at eligible points, were Brigade and

Division Headquarters, and held Hospitals, enclosed in a

paling of leafy branches, and sometimes fortified at exposed

points, by cotton bales. Still further back were the supply

depots, from which the army was fed, and the reserve artil-

lery ; and to and fro from Springfield Landing, six-mule teams

constantly passed andre-passod, laden or empty as they came*

or went.

From the right to the left of the line our siege guns and

mortars were in position at easy intervals. How many the

total numbered we never knew. The guns were artfully

concealed with branches, so that their position could be seen

only at the time of the discharge. The gunners were pro-

tected within an out-work of coiion bales, seven feet hl<rh
which effectually sheltered them from bullet*.

Our riile- pits were mere excavations of earth near int-

erest of the ridge, hollowed out square, so as to entirely con-

ceal a man standing upright. An open war of the same
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depth led down to the middle part of the hill, so that we-

could pass to and fro without exposure. They were dug

large enough to contain half a dozen men, with elbow room

sufficient to admit of the ordinary motions of loading and

firing. Each company furnished a detail for one or more of

these pits, the details being relieved generally every twelve

hours. Their business was to stand, rifle in hand, scrutiniz-

ing sharply the rebel position ; to give warning of anything

suspicious or unusual, and to send a bullet after a rebel who-

might be incautious enough to show his head. The rifle-pits

were completed by heavy loop-holed logs, laid flat upon the

top of the ridge. Through this narrow opening, three inches-

square, the rifleman surveyed the situation, giving emphasis

to his vigilance now and then by the bark of his "Springfield.""

What we could actually see of Port Hudson from these

loopholes (and there was no other safe point of observation,)

was very little. Heaps of earth surmounting the ridge upon-

the rebel front indicated where their defences lay, but the

trees in the background stood so thick that it was often

impossible to define the shape of the earthworks. There was

a forest with a rebel flag waving from the summit of the

tallest tree, and two or three dilapidated buildings ; there

was a desperate and stubborn enemy within those works, but

invisible to our eyes. Between us and him " there was a

great gulf fixed," with boundaries of fire and lead, which, for*

the present, were respected.

Sometimes, after orders to cease firing, a silence would

brood for an hour over both the camps, as if both besiegers

and besieged had laid aside their weapons, and anon the

crash of musketry from every part of the line, quickly and

furiously answered by the enemy, and the thunderous roar
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of heavy ordnance, flinging death and destruction, pealed up

in a wild tumult of discord. The sharpshooters were some-

times instructed to keep up an uninterrupted lire, and some-

times to wait for a mark. Deserters occasionally found their

way into our lines at night ; and to distinguish them from

enemies, particular orders were sent to the rifle-pits to allow

single men to come in, who appeared outside without arms.

Sometimes the batteries fired in regular alternation, from

right to left, with an impressive effect upon the listener.

At night, when the darkness was a sufficient shelter from the

rebel riflemen, it was interesting to mount above the rifle-

pits and watch the flashes from the heavy guns, and the flam-

ing shells from the mortars, hissing and gyrating in a wide

sweep far overhead, and sinking out of sight behind the

trees. There was, always, at night, a rumbling in one of the

old buildings opposite, which was suspected to be occasioned

by the grinding of corn. They were swept from the ground

by our shells before the siege had terminated.

-Many artifices were used in the rifle-pits to delude the

enemy, and draw/his fir.". A favorite ruse was the exposure

of a cap or coat above the loop-holes, upon a stick. Small

puffs of smoke would instantly break out from the rebel

works, and bullets whistle overhead, or sink into the log out-

side; and the same instant a dozen rifles would ring out

from our pits, and as many balls speed over toward the little

smoke-pUffs. A shovel was observed one morning to rise

regularly over the edge of the rebel works, throwing earth

upon an unfinished part. Several marksmen upon our side

immediately engaged in the task of stoj>pJng that shovel.

The dirt flew from the embankment as their balls perforated

it, several striking near the top where the earth was sup-
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posed to lie thinner, and where a hall might find a head

beyond. Some rebel may or may not have heen killed by

the persistent hail of lead that was poured upon tliis spot;

hut the shovel rose and fell for an hour, depositing the earth,

as nonehalantly as if there was sense in it to appreciate its

own audacity. Suspicious noises—the barking of dogs, the

rumbling of wagons and the like—would quickly draw a

heavy fire. Clumps of bushes, half-way down the opposite

bank, which looked like inviting spots for the concealment

of a lookout, were subjected to the same searching inquiry.

The casualties on our side during this desultory warfare

were not numerous, although some occurred daily at differ-

ent points along the lines. Stray bullets sometimes entered

the loopholes, killing or wounding the man on duty behind

them. There were places where our paths ran over ground-

so high as to be in range of the rebel rifles, and at these

places wounds, sometimes mortal ones, were inflicted. The

stream of bullets passing overhead was enormous. It is no

exaggeration to say, that tons of lead must have been thrown

away for every life taken by them. Leaves, twigs, and

bark dropped from the trees, severed by passing bul-

lets; several men of the regiment exhibited their cloth-

ing, torn by the living missiles; and one instance occurs to

me of a round hole perforated in the middle of a newspaper

in the hands of its reader, by a bullet. Upon the termina-

tion of the siege, the rebels admitted that our sharp-shooters

had done remarkable, execution.*

•During the last week of Jnly, 18G3, an opportunity was afforded mc to exam'm*
the rebel fortifications. My attention was chi.Mly directed to the ingenious structure

of the works. They were of great thickness, commanding flank* as well as front,

ftfid constructed of barrcia filled with stones, firmly impacked with earth to tho
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Thus the siege " dragged its slow length" until the morn-

ing of June 14th. There had been no nearer approaches

made by engineering. General Banks had thus far trusted

to the weight of his metal for final success. There had been

.a flag of truce from our lines, for some purpose, upon which

occasion all hostilities were suspended, and the combatants,

relinquishing their rifle-pits, crowded the parapets, and con-

versed back and forth. Messages like the following were

Exchanged

:

From them.—" Say, Yanks, when are you coming over

here ?"

From us.—" Before long. Wouldn't you like some cof-

fee?" (an article unknown in their commissary line.)

From them.—"We can do without. Did you ever hear

of Bun rum r
From vs.—" Oh yes, and of New Orleans, and of Dick

Taylor and his trampers. Do you get your mail regular?"

And much more "chaffing" of the same kind. A signal

having announced the termination of the truce, the rine-pits

were again occupied, and the work of war resumed.

Upon the early morning of June 11th, not later, I think.

Xhan one o'clock, orders were quietly delivered for every

regiment to fall in under amis, observing the utmost silence.

It was done, and with suppressed whispers "the hour has

requite height. The hollow in front ef the rebel left was a hop?less chaos of

abattis, where an assaulting column would be certain to become entangled and held

to its destruction. The ground occupied by the enemy's batteries was significant of

iho precision of our artillerists. Several of the rebel guns were dismounted from

Hll*If carriages; one lay on the ground with the trunnion upon one side as nicely

severed as if with a chisel; another had its muzzle blown off. An estimftU

«£ the quantity of iron and lead thrown into Port Ilud-on, between Hay STth ao4

•July Sth, would exhibit come interesting figures.
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conic !" the regiment was moved up to its line of rifle-pits.

A short pause in breathless suspense, then the order, " Three

right companies move forward toward the enemy's works.''

Tins was the order, as it had been received at Regimental

Headquarters; whe titer it was as an assault or a reconnoi-

sance, nobody knew. So we of A, F, and D, clambered over

the top of the ridge, and moved down ,the hill. The night

was too dark to distinguish objects thirty yards distant, and

we were continually reminded of the character of the ground

we were traversing. Stumbling over obstacles, falling down
precipitous descents, and with a liberal allowance of scratches

from, the briers, we reached the bottom of the pit. The faint

outlines of men several yards to the right made us aware

that the movement was general ; very soon the line spread

oat toward us, and we gave ground to the left. Still, there

were no orders. Xothing could be learned from those on the

right of us. It was an awkward predicament
;
just the situ-

ation where the subordinate should not have the opportunity

of using his own discretion. Somebody's blunder in trans-

mitting the orders to the regiment had placed us in the very

jaws of destruction, without indicating what we were to do.

We had moved forward so far that we were almost under the

rebel defences ; we were at the base* of the hill which they

crowned; if the advance was to be pushed much farther, we

must consider ourselves as a forlorn hone.

At this juncture the enemy discovered the movement, and

opened a vigorous Arc. In any other situation than ours, the

spectacle must have been a magnificent one. Flashes of

lurht burst in quick succession from their works, and the war

of artillery and the crash of musketry were blended together.

Crouched close to the earth, and partially sheltered by a
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ditch, we passed the following hour in a state of helplessness.

Friends behind us, and foes before us, were, pouring volley

after volley over our heads, many of the balls striking

around us. It was too dark for either side to take correct

aim, and much of the tiring must have been at random. It

gradually slackened, and finally ceased, and then recurred

the anxious question—what were we to do ? . A messenger

from our detachment succeeded in crawling back to our lines,

with infinite peril of being mistaken for an enemy, and

returned with the intelligence that we were to do as tht

others did. Not very encouraging ordefinite certainly, but it

was made definite by the discovery that those who joined us

on the right proposed to remain where they were until they

received orders.

And so we waited, crouching low down in themnddy ooze

of the ditch, to avoid discovery, and anxiously watching the

eastern sky for daylight. There was a thin skirt of trees just

beyond, which aided our concealment ; by peering out beyonJ

it, the forms of several rebels could be distinctly seen on tin 1

hill above. They might have been picked off with ease, but

the crack of a rifle would have drawn down a destructive

fire upon us. The long hours of that memorable night will

not soon be forgotten by any man who was present. Wc
might have withdrawn during the darkness without mucb

danger of detection, but there were no orders—and there we

lay. The night passed, as it always will, be the trouble

great as it may, and the first taint streaks of dawn discovered

the line scattered and broken, and withdrawing. The vigi-

lance of the rebels was not at fault; one of their batteries

opened with repeated discharges of grape, raking the hill

between us and our lines. One by one the castaways sprang
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from their shelter and ran up the acclivity, tumbling back

into the rifle-pits and into safety. Several who did not hear

the order to return passed the whole day in the gulf, hidden

from sight, and returned the following night. Several were

killed and wounded in other regiments; in our three com-

panies but one was seriously lmrt% First Lieutenant Samuel

S. Stafford, of Company A, who was struck just as he reached

the works on his return. The wound was so severe as to

incapacitate him for further service.

The particulars of this singular movement show how easy

it may be to sacrifice hundreds of men by carelessness in

issuing orders. Why this demonstration was ever made, no

one who shared in it has been able to tell; what was expected

of the troops engaged in it, they know now no better than

they did then. The delay in recalling them before daylight,

(and the order never reached our detachment,) thus need-

lessly exposing brave men to the chance of slaughter, was

the fault of an officer in temporary command of the Brigade,

who confessed to Lieutenant-Colonel Per Lee that the delay

was occasioned by his oversleeping himself. Such are the

chances of war. The life and limbs of a soldier are held at

the mercy of triiles as insignificant as their effect may be

momentous.

There had been other movements upon that morning. A
detail of several officers and a hundred men from the regi-

ment was sent to the left to assist in cutting a road very near

to the rebel works. A mistake in relieving the picket left

the party without a guard in front, and in this condition they

wore driven from their workby a volley of musketry. Sev-

eral were wounded, some fatally. It was, altogether, the

niost eventful day we had seen siuce the fight at Bisland.

H
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Colonel Smith was left sick at Urashear City, on the 29t!i

of May. Tlic previous campaign had greatly debilitated

him, and he found himself unable to perforin 'his duties

during the month of May. Lieutenant-Colonel Per Lee had

commanded the regiment from that date. Colonel Smith

returned to the command on the 12th of June, and was

warmly welcomed.

VTc were now apparently on the eve of an important

-event. 'Whispers at Division Headquarters had been over-

heard, or had been confided to somebody by the clerks who

copied the orders. About the middle of the afternoon of

-June 13th, we knew that a nag of truce had conveyed a

.polite note from Major-General Banks to Major-General

^Gardner, demanding the immediate surrender of Port Hud-

son, and that the rebel commander had returned a polite

reply, to the effect that he considered it to be his duty to

-defend the place to the last extremity. This was on Satur-

day. General Weitzel had said that he should attend church

the next morning in PortHudson. The opinion prevailed

that there was to be an assault.

It was about nine o'clock that evening—a still, starlight

night—that Colonel Smith assembled the Field, Staff and

Company commandants together under the trees where the

Headquarters were located, and arranged the details of the

next day's work. He was himself to command the Brigade.

The orders. called for five companies as a storming party, and

£ve more to remain in the rifle-pits. Major Morse was to

•command the former, Lieutenant-Colonel Per Lee the latter.

The companies designated for the assault were B, F, D, E,

and G. They reported at this time an a^srregate, present,

of less than two hundred and fifty men. The line was to he
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formed at one o'clock in the morning. Coffee was to be

ready before leaving the ground. The deep silence of the

next few hours was broken now and then by a solitary gun

from the rebels ; ours were all held in reserve for the

morro w.

The impression generally prevailed on the evening of the

13th, that, the assault of the next day would be a complete

success. Everything had been done to create and strengthen

such an opinion, and the command was led to bel|eve that it

was entirely able to penetrate the rebel works after a short

struGTsde. Colonel Smith had been during the afternoon to

reconnoitre the ground, and his explanation of the means to

be used in our attack was listened to with breathless interest:

WeitzeFs Division was to be led by the old Brigade. A
sunken road had been dug to a point within a few rods of the

angle where the struggle would begin. The skirmishers, the

Seventy-Fifth New York, were to be thrown forward before

daylight, next a regiment with hand grenades, and cotton

bales to filiup the ditch and renderit passable; then the Eighth

Vermont; then the One Hundred and Fourteenth New York.

A heavy force was to follow us. \Ye were to deploy upon

reaching the mouth of the road, rush forward, scale the

works, and finish the attack with heavy blows. Success was

almost certain.

The general plan of the assauk was to throw heavy masse*

of troops simultaneously upon different points, some of which

it was expected would be found vulnerable. 'With a foot-

ing once gained inside, troops could be concentrated at the

favorable point, and the weight of the attack made irresisti-

ble. But the tirst grand requisite was to makoan impression
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—to gain a foothold. With that done, we could use it as 3

lever to roll the garrison into the liver if necessary.

The descriptions and incidents of the next section have

reference only to the work of WeitzeFs Division, and more

particularly to that of the One. Hundred and Fourteenth.

Our assault was made near the center of the rebel position;

of others, upon other parts of the works, we saw nothing and

knew nothing, except by report. Whether it ever should

have been made, is a question not in the scope of this chapter

to discuss. After it was undertaken, very careful and con-

siderate measures were used to ensure success, and I have

no doubt that there was much sound sleeping in our lines

that night from this anticipation of a brief fight and a

decided victory. At all events, we slept, just as we are told

by travellers, that men sometimes lie down by the crater of

Etna and sleep, when the earth is heaving and shaking with

the throes of a mighty eruption.
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CHAPTER XIII.
.

-

"•* Once more unto the breach, dear friends, once more

!

Or close the wall up with our English dead!''
1—Shakxpeare.

SIEGE OF POKT HUDSON JL'NE FOURTEENTH.

.^REPARATIONS FOR THE ASSAULT—3IOVEMENT OF THE BRIGADE—DESCRIPTION OF THE

MOVEMENT—THE SURROUNDINGS—IX THE 'WOODS—THE SUNKEN ROAD—"FIX

3ATONET3 "—DELAY—" FORWARD "—PERILOUS SITUATION—TERRIFIC FIRING

—

FEARFUL PICTURE—TnE WAY BLOCKED UP—SLAUGHTER—FRIGHTFUL SCENES

—

COLONEL SMITH AND CAPTAIN TUCKER—WITHDRAWAL—THE COLOR-BEARER KILLED

—PRIVATE COLLINS SAVES THE COLORS—CASES OF INDIVIDUAL BRAVERY—TH*
WOUNDED—SABBATH—FAILURE OF THE ASSAULT—TRIBUTE TO THE FALLEN—COLO-

NEL SMITHES RESPONSIBILITY—HE DIES A MARTYR TO THE FLAG.

The sleepers were aroused at one o'clock, ami eacli company

formed on its own ground. There was no reveille, nor any

unnecessary noise to break the stillness of that early Sabbath

morning. The stars were still in the sky, but there were

also clouds, and the faces of the meiT were distinguishable

from each other only on close inspection. The roll-call was

not loud, but under the breath, and what little conversation

was necessary was spoken in a low tone. Belts were buckled,

cartridge-boxes settled into place, canteens slung, rifles shoul-

dered, and each company was ready. The battalion formed

in a hollow, where Major Morse and Adjutant Underbill

Joined it. The color-guard reported to Company D ; the five

companies not inculuded in the assaulting-party had already

moved into the rifle-pits. There was no more preparation to

^>e made: everything was read v.

The Brigade was in motion as a unit bv two o'clock, the

regiments falling into the column promptly. Then theie was
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* halt of half-an-honr, or more, near Division Headquarters,

and there the whole attacking column was organized. A fewO CD »

lights shone faintly through the leafy screen around the

Headquarters, and we fancied that there were being final

words spoken, and cautious advice repeated. The word "for-

ward" was spoken from mouth to mouth, and the column

took the route-step, marching in fours. The step was not

hurried ; there was ample time to reach the operations before

daylight, and there were occasional halts to be made to allow

troops collected ahead of us to clear the road. Most of the

way was through the woods, with gullies and ravines now

and then to be crossed. There was not light enough to show

us the depth of the column; but we could hear mrrfffed foot-

falls far back to the rear, and could distinguish a mass of

dimly defined figures filling the road in front—all mov-

ing on with a steady tramp toward the scene of the con-

flict. In many places there were arms stacked among the

trees, and the soldiers who bore them (probably the reserves)

lined the road, and peered curiously into the faces of the

passing column. There was a slight wind stirring, just

enough to move the branches overhead ; the air was cool and

pleasant. There was little noise to break the stilluess of

these most silent hours of the night, and a curious observer

might have fancier! that he beheld a phantom army sweeping

through the forest.

"No cymbal clashed, no clarion rang;

Still wer« the fife and drntn.''

The distance marched that morning was several miles, by

a sinuous path which served to lead at first toward the rear,

and then opened into a road running toward the fortifications.

The column turned into this r*a*L and passed rapidly over
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it. There was a thick growth of timber bordering it upon

the right, and soldiers stood thickly by its edge. It had

grown less dark within an hour, although there was half-an-

hour yet before the first light of morning. As we passed

close to the road, Generals Grover and Weitzel stood near

by, talking earnestly together. A little further on, a ravine

intersected the road, which was bridged over for the more

expeditious passage of the troops. Very few eyes failed to

observe that the planking had been carpeted with cotton,

which entirely disguised the noise of feet. It was an unmis-

takable sign that we were in the immediate vicinity of the

enemy.

From this point the excitement of the morning fairly begun..

Filing sharp to the right, after crossing the bridge, the col-

umn plunged into a thick wood—traveled it—emerged upoi>

the other side—and the position of the rebels was in sight-

It wras scarcely daylight yet; but there was a transparent

gray in the atmosphere which was the prelude of dawn, and

which obscured objects without concealing them. A series oil"

low, irregular hills was before us, covered with earthworks ;-

far over to the right, where the hills seemed higher and par-

tially veiled in the exhalations of the morning, the batteries

of our friends had already opened the ball. The effect of

their cannonade was magnificent. Every discharge rent the*

misty cloak that partially covered the hills from our sight,,

and the echoes of the sound rolled through the ravines, and

were repeated till they died in the distance.

The sunken road referred t<» in the previous section was

cut through the base of a hill, and opened near the woods.

If must have been an hundred and fifty yards in length, and

w;iv (\vcavatod to the depth of six or seven feef. and in some.
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places much deeper. As our regiment entered this road, the

order was given by General Weitzel to fix bayonets. There

was no halt made for this purpose. While the order was

being executed, the first musket was discharged from the

skirmishers up the road. I consulted my watch ; it was just

five. Daylight had come at last.

x\nd now commenced one of those sickening, dishearten-

ing delays which are more painful to bear than the agony

of the fight itself. The road was quite narrow ; a group

of fours almost -filled it from side to side. The order " for-

ward ; double-quick," was given immediately after bayonets

were fixed ; but a few steps brought us to a stand-still against

a mass of soldiers who filled the road in front, and were una-

ble to go on. Shouts came up from the rear: "For heaven's

sake, don't stand there : go on, go ahead !" And those in

front replied," " We can't ; the road is blocked by the men
before us." We were.now in the deepest part of the cut, so

that all view of the scene of the conflict was shut out from

us. There was an increasing clamor of shouts and cries

somewhere on the hill overhead, and an incessant rattling of

small arms burst forth from the same quarter. Flashes of

fire darted from the hills, halt-a-mile away, where our bat-

teries were working, and their shells went low over our

heads, while volleys of musketry were poured from our rifle-

pits. Every gun, great and small, around Port Hudson,

united in this tumult of destruction, and the blended sounds

of the strife were indescribable. Whoever attempts to

describe a scene like this, will be painfully reminded of the

inadequacy of mere words and phrases to do it justice. Of
nil discords that ever violated the repose of nature, that of a

battle is the worst. It is simply a hell on earth. What Fie-
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tor Hugo is pleased to call the quid obscurum of a battle,

seems to be the whole of a battle. It is all rush, and roar,

and tumult, until the decisive point is turned by one party

or the other.

Step by step, little by little, the regiment worked its way

up the road. The crash of musketry overhead was redoubled

as the shooting bullets now and then buried themselves

deeply in the side of the cutting, or whistled sharply over-

head. Shells from our batteries were bursting painfully near

us, and flying fragments passed through the ranks. That

narrow cut, just then, presented a strange picture ; it was as

if two human currents were setting past each other; one

strong and vigorous, making all haste to reach the scene of

action; the other feeble and halting, limping back to the

rear. There was no way for the wounded to leave the field,

except by this same road; they hurried past us with dripping

wounds, some able to go alone, and others supported by

some friends whose anxiety for their own personal safety had

no doubt, much to do with their humanity. It was a ghastly

procession, warning u« of the reception which we were to

meet.

By slow degrees the column worked its way upward. The

delay seemed to me to proceed from the hesitation of those

who had reached the debouchure of the road, which was

evidently choked up with men. Filing sharply to the left,

the column passed under the prostrate trunk of a tree, lying

across the cut ; the way narrowed here so that the files were

undoubled, mid the men were obliged to stoop half-way to

the earth to pass the obstacle. General Weitzel's Aids

were endeavoring to make their way on foot through tlm

dense mass, now up towards the front and again back to the
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rear. And during all this time the crash of 6mall amis in

advance, grew sharper, and the veils were louder and more

startling.

It must have been more than half an hour from the time

that our regiment entered the sunken road until it emerged

from the other extremity, under the fire of the enemy.

The sound of the strife rolled down from above in an

increasing tumult. The bullets fell thicker into the road;

the ail- was mingled with noises of battle. The scene was still

hidden from us, although every step brought us nearer to it.

The sides of the cut began to slope toward the level of our

feet; two rods more and we were out of the covered way.

There was an abrupt ascent, then a rough uneven extent of

ground, small in area; then a ditch seven feet deep, and quite

as wide ; and, beyond all, there rose a steep earthwork, appa-

rently fifteen feet high, built in the form of a retreating angle.

This was the point chosen for our assault.

And now began a scene of slaughter replete with all the

horrors of a close and desperate light. There was not suffi-

cient ground to allow a regiment to deploy to advantage; as

fast as they were unmasked from the cut, the companies

rushed up the ascent, across the intervening ground, and into

the ditch. From the parapet of the rebel work there was a

continuous llash of rifles—not in a volley, but in an irregular

burst, which never ceased while the attack continued. The
rebels were entirely sheltered behind their defences; hardly

a head was to be seen above the parapet. The open spate

before the work was strewn with soldiers in blue, dead,

dying, and severely wounded; they lay among the bushes,

on the hillside, and covered the bottom of that awful ditch,

yawniuLr like a grave :vt the foot of the slope. For half an
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hour there was a continual repetition of this scene ; a yell,

a rush, shouts, musket-shots, cries and groans. The ditch

was filled with the living and the dead ; the former striving

within six yards of the muzzles of enemies' rifles to climb

the earthwork, and continually dropping back with bullet*

holes clear through their bodies. The cotton bales which

were intended to fill up the ditch were scattered over the

ground before it, with their bearers, in some cases, crouching

behind them ; the hand grenades, upon which much reliance •

had been placed, exploded harmlessly against the face of the

work. Wounded men were killed while trying, to crawl

beyond the range of the fire, or lay helpless under it, unable

to hazard the attempt. The contracted space in front of the

ditch was swept with rirlc balls and buckshot; every repeti-

tion of the assault was met by the same murderous discharge,

strewing the ground with its victims, and adding to the

horrors of the scene. The air rang with shouts, groans and

imprecations; it was a Babel of noise, an Aceldama of

destruction.

The close of the first hour, when the east was reddening

with sunrise, found the regiments scattered and broken up in

hopeless confusion. All that desperate courage could do had

been essayed /to no purpose, except to show that the assault

could not succeed at that point. Charge after charge had

been made and repulsed; the ditch could not be crossed.

Most of those who jumped into it never returned; it was a

trap from which there was small chance of escape. One third

of the One Hundred and Fourteenth were disabled; of the

officers, Colonel Smith, Captain Tucker, and Lieutenant

Corbin, were nufrtally hurt, the two latter dying on tin* field",

and three more were disabled by ^wounds.. At sunrise the
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-day was virtually decided against us. The troops were not

withdrawn until some hours after, but lay prone to the earth

behind logs, stumps, and ridges, discharging their rifles over

the top of the work, and occasionally picking off an exposed

head. Even dead bodies were made shelters for the living,

and soldiers fired from behind their slain comrades. As the

troops crowded up from the rear, they were sent forward to

join in this brush fighting; but there was little demonstra-

tion made after the sun was an hour high. The battle was

lost, and the blood shed before sunrise.

On the first charge made by the One Hundred and Four-

teenth, the color-guard was almost destroyed. The color-

nearer, George II. Beck with, was killed, and but two or three

out of the nine escaped. As the regiment fell back in dis-

order the colors were left, in the confusion of the moment, on

"the top of a ridge, exposed to the fire of the enemy. They

were saved by the bravery of Private George Collins, of Com-

pany D,* who crept forward to the spot and brought them

-.awav under.'i shower of balls. Many conspicuous instances of

Individual courage were exhibited; there was no lack of dar-

ing, and the li-ts of dead and wounded will show how lav-

ishly some of the best blood of the North was expended in

that fruitless attempt.

All the morning, while there was work to do, stretchers

.and ambulances were busy bearing back the wounded to the

field hospital, half a mile to the rear. The sights and sounds

of that place will scarcely hear description. A large inclosure

of bare ground, surrounded by branches, was crowded in

v'very part with the victims of the tight, and the number

'Since killed in action. M Wicohesfrr.
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constantly increased. The Surgeons were busy at their -

sickening work, and a Chaplain was also there striving to

benefit the sufferers. Some were quiet, hardly conscious of"

the approach of death ; some were writhing with pain, but

laboring hard to suppress any audible tokens of it ; others.

.

entirely unnerved with pain and apprehension, shouted..,

blasphemed or prayed, in frantic tones. Some expired under

the knife ; some died before the Surgeon could reach them,

and others were carried from the table, groaning with pain,..

to make way for more sufferers. It was a scene too painful

to delineate in detail.

There was one thought in connection with this assault, that

must have occurred to thousands who were engaged in it-

Upon that memorable Sabbath morning, while the fight

was raging the fiercest, there were thousands of house-

holds far away in the Xorth just awakening to the repose

and serenity of the Lord's day, in which the first thought

and prayer were given to sons, brothers and husbands, whc«

were at that very moment breasting the storm of war ii*

front of Port Hudson, Petitions were that morning offered!

up for those who were already still in death, and many s
fond hope and aspiration for the absent were crashed in death

before they were uttered.

The assault failed at every point where attempted. It

was the same story throughout, of desperate daring and un-
availing slaughter. The losses in killed and wounded
exceeded twelve hundred. That of the rebels was slight,

owing to their protected situation; probably less than one
hundred fell inside their works. A truce was agreed upon ox*

the 16th, for the purpose of burying the dead. Several him-
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drod were buried where they fell, many so blackened bv

-exposure as to be past recognition.

The slain and crippled of the OneHundred and Fourteenth,

in that one morning's work, embraced some of the most

faithful and intelligent of the enlisted men. To mention

merely the names of the good soldiers and noble fellows who

laid themselves down as sacrifices for their country upon that

bloody field, would occupy space not allowed to this chapter.

No tribute could flatter them, nor could the affectionate

warmth of friends too greatly eulogize their heroic fate.

May the day never come when their names and their histories

shall be forgotten.

Of the three officers who fell in this action, motives of

personal friendship alone constrain the writer of this chapter

to speak more particularly. A feeble tribute of praise is

their due from one who knew and loved them well.

Lieutenant Henry P. Corbin had been but lately promoted

from the ranks. He was one of the most valuable and effi-

-cient members of Company G; was always quiet and zealous

in the discharge of his duties, and a general favorite in his

company. His death was that of a brave soldier; he fell in

-the Urst charge, and died on the. field.*

Captain Charles E. Tucker had already 'made his mark

among the line officers of the regiment. Young, buoyant,

-light-hearted, with a face of almost womanly beauty, a win-

ning address, and that bonhonunie which always captivates,

he was one of the rare few who could win friends from stran-

B*Unfortunately be was never metered as a Lieutenant, and therefore waa never

properly a commissioned officer. For this reason hi» nsnn doe« not appear in t'ae

"Biographical Sk<-{chw," but it i3 eminently proper that he hav# a place in the«e

eagw. s. r. r.
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gers, and create attachments where others would hardly

make acquaintances. lie seemed to enter into the perils and

hardships of the war as gaily ns though it had been a day's

frolic ; if there was a thoughtful undercurrent in his mind,

he never allowed it to come to the surface. His Company

was proud of him, and deservedly ; there were few in the

regiment who could command so well, or in whom the spirit

of leadership was so quickly recognized by subordinates.

He was the beau ideal of a gallant, dashing officer; with a

richly-stored mind, an active body, a capacity to do much

and well, the future seemed to promise brightly for him.

After an acquaintance of nine months, I can speak. of him

honestly. The praise of those who knew him during the

whole of his short life will give him no stinted measure of

affectionate admiration. He was one of the .first to fall, on

the 14th of June. He was shot through the breast, and lived

but a few minutes.

It was the peculiar privilege of the writer of these lines to

pass the first six months of the existence of the One Hun-

dred and Fourteenth in close official relationship with Colo-

nel Elisha B. Smith, and, learn, by repeated observation his-

jealous care for the regiment, and the unflagging zeal with

which he labored to promote its interests. His patriotism,

his remarkable social qualities, his warm friendship for those

who merited it—these are well known to all who ever knew

him, and need not be repeated here. But I deeply feel that

his industry in behalf of the regiment, his honest anxiety to

make it all that it afterward became, and his almost paternal

care for every soldier in his command, are not sufficiently

appreciated because they are not sufficiently known ; and

here I will bear most willing witness of his irood labors.
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* There are some men who are satisfied to discharge a duty,

and then throw its burden from their minds, leaving the con-

sequences to follow in their own good time. With Colonel"

Smith,, whenever his act affected the regiment, his anxiety

only began with its performance ; he felt the heavy responsi-

bility that devolved upon him in the case of a thousand souls,

as I have never known it to be felt in the military service.

The safety, the honor, the usefulness of his regiment were

his constant aim. Were it necessary, individual acts and

instances could be cited to show his thorough devotion to it.

The last act of his life was a sacrifice to the regiment.

Unwilling that the One Hundred and Fourteenth should ^o

into action at Port Hudson without him, he hastened after it,

although just convalescent from a severe attack of sickness,

and reached the front in time to fall at its head. His wound
was known to be mortal from the first, although he lingered

five days. He was calm, even cheerful at times, and

entered the Dark Valley with a happy confidence in the

future.

These Avere but three of the precious lives given by the

One Hundred and Fourteenth, for the cause of an imperilled

Union. There is a lofty strain in one of the classics which
tells how long we should reverence their memories :

41 In frcta dum fiuvii current, dnm rncmtibua umbrae,
Luarrabnnt convexa, polns dum sidera paecet

;

Semper bono?., uomenque tunm, iaudea<jue manebunt."





CHAPTER XIV.

"Thus far onr fortune keeps an upward course,

And we are gr&c'd with wreath? cf \ Ectory."

—

ShaksptGt*.

SIEGE OF POET HUDSON—CAPITULATION.

brashear falls into the hands op the enemy—guekrrllas—general ranks—a.

storming party—it is not required—reconnoisance to jacksqx—tot
fourth massachusetts—shame—dishonor to the cowards—yickseurg

negotiations por capitulation—the result—yictory—casualties in thb
11-lth regiment—note—official correspondence between generals bank*

and gardner.

There was one time, subsequent to the assault of June 14th,

and before the 9th of July, when the situation of the besieg-

ing £rmy around Port Hudson seemed critical in the extreme.

On the 23d of June, I>rashear fell into the hands of the

rebels, and a powerful force under Dick Taylor, immediately

occupied the La Fourehe district, and. penetrated as far as

the Mississippi The object of this bold movement was to

menace Xew Orleans, and thus create a diversion in aid of

the garrison of Port Hudson, by compelling General Banks

to withdraw to the succor of Xew Orleans. Rebel batteries

at several points on the west bank of the river succeeded in

destroying our transports, and seriously embarrassing com-

munications between the city and the front. New Orleam

was garrisoned by a small and insufficient force, and in view

of the near approach of a rebel army, the inhabitants became

turbulent, and threatened an outbreak. Bands of guerrilla*

infested the road between Port Hudson and Springfield

Landing, cutting off wagon trains and guards, and making
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-prisoners within a short distance of our lines. One party,

more audacious than others, made a descent upon the supply

depot, at Springiield, creating much alarm, and causing much

damage. It was indeed a critical period.

Whatever may be said of the generalship of Nathaniel P.

Banks, as demonstrated in this, and in the Red River Cam-

paign—a question which it is not within the province of this

^chapter to discuss—he is certainly entitled to all praise for

-the determination with which he held his gripe upon Port

Hudson during the dark days of the latter part* of June, and

'for the steadfastness with which he disregarded all efforts of

--the rebels to compel him to raise the siege. The fall of the

stronghold of the lower Mississippi was the great central

"object of the campaign, to which everything else was made

subordinate; and it is more than probable that even the

-occupation of Xew Orleans by Taylor would not have with-

-drawn him from his lines while his supplies lasted. .

After the assault and repulse of June 14th, a volunteer

storming party was organized, composed of men drawn from

almost every regiment of the command. Another assault

-was talked of as certain to occur within a week. The volun-

teers were organized into a body, and promotion was prom-

ised to every man of the party who should gain the interior

•of the enemy's defences. The One Hundred and Fourteenth

^furnished two men for this desperate undertaking, whoso

names are not known to the writer of this chapter. The

occasion for the employment of this forlorn hope did not

arise, and its volunteers have the honor of offering their lives

rand limbs to this desperate work, in good faith, and with the

-expectation that the test of another assault was to be applied

.Allowing credit to the bravery of the officers and nieu
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who composed this party, it is very questionable whether

they could have made any more impression by an assault

than was made in the attempt of the 14th. All that the

most determined bravery could do had been essayed to no

purpose ; and it may well be doubted whether two thousand

men, drawn indifferently from the whole army, and unused

to acting in concert, could have borne themselves more

gallantly, or with more effect than the troops engaged on the

14th. The test was not applied, and therefore the question

cannot be answered.

On the 20th of June, at eleven o'clock, P. M., the Reserve

Brigade, including the One Hundred and Fourteenth, marched

from the lines to the interior, toward the town of Jackson.

The object of this expedition was probably to intercept a

small force of rebel infantry which had been heard of in that

vicinity. Nothing was discovered, however, and on the 24th

the Brigade returned.

During the closing days of the siege, the nine months 1

regimeuts cflused much trouble, and in one case, that of the

Fourth Massachusetts, refused to obey orders, and openly

mutinied. The reason alleged for this disgraceful conduct

was that the term of service of these troops had expired, and

that they did not propose to be subjected to any further

danger. The situation of the army should have been a suffi-

cient reason for acting the honorable and manly part, but

these men were disposed to insist upon the strict letter of

their rights, and in so doing drew a heavy punishment upon

themselves, as well as the scorn and detestation of the whole

army. The Fourth Massachusetts were forcibly disarmed,

deprived of their colors, several of the officers stripped of the

badges of their rank, in presence of the enlisted men, and
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then dismissed, and most of the regiment confined for a long

term at the Tortugas. General Banks took the occasion to

address the troops, en masse, and alluded in terms of indig-

nant reproach, to the conduct of the nine months' men.

The end was very near at hand. Vicksburg capitulated on

the 4th of July, and the intelligence reached our lines before

Port Hudson within the next two days, byffboat from above.

It was communicated to the troops, and was the signal for a

ipontaneous outburst of cheers all around the lines. The

triumphant shout, "Yicksburg lias fallen!'' reached the ears

of the rebels, and the news in due course came to General

Gardner, who immediately dispatched a flag of truce to

General Banks to inquire of the truth of the rumor. The

latter returned an official copy of General Grant's dispatch,

upon which General Gardner made a proposition for the

appointment of commissioners upon each side to arrange the

terms of a capitulation, as he was "satisfied of the useless*

ness of a further defence." The terms, as agreed upon, pro-

vided for the surrender of the place with all arms and

munitions, and troops to .the number of almost eight thou-

sand.

The closing scenes were enacted on the morning of the 9th

of July. With drums beating and banners flying, the victo-

rious soldiers of the Union army marched unchallenged into

the rebel works, before which so much good blood had been

shed, and had the satisfaction of seeing the long line of rebel

muskets grounded, in token of submission. It was the end

of a drama which had lasted forty-three days, and the close

of arduous and perilous labors, in which our regiment bore

a most conspicuous part.

The casualties in the One Hundred and Fourteenth Regi-
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ment at the siege of Port Hudson, as taken from the official

report sent to Headquarters, were as follows

:

Field and Staff—Colonel E. B. Smith, ininnie ball through fifth dorsal

vertebra; Major H. B. Morse, buckshot through ankle joint.

Company A—Privates Henry L. Isbell, left thigh ; Vincent Adaws.

scalp wound . .
"**

Company B—Sergeant Horace Gale, bu.ck.3h0t in right shoulder. Cor-

poral Albert Sumner, hand. Privates, W. W. Bowers, left lung ; Harvey

Felton, right arm ; Israel Monroe, minnie ball left side ; Samuel Ed-

monds, hand ; Colonel Tyler, left arm ; R. G. Wheeler, seriously ; David

H. Bentley, minnie ball through thigh ; George Doyle, left knee; Ste-

phen N. Leach, minnie ball, thigh ; John D. West, killed.

Company C—Corporal George Beckwith. killed. Erastus Gregory,

killed.

Company D—Sergeants, M. D. Chamberlain, killed, Truman Smith,

wounded in head. Corporals, Lewis Jones, killed ; Eugene Brown,

teeth knocked out. Privates, II. D. Ayres, killed ; Byron Smith, right

temple; A. Stearnes, left arm; C. Brown; Griff Morris, right

shoulder; H. D. Brigh&tn, minnie hall through left fore arm; W.
I. Kinney, buckshot, right shoulder ; David Bristol, right shoulder

;

Pat. Devaney, right arm ; J. Beale, nose and cheek ; II. Erskine, head ;

George Cramphin, left arm.

Company E—Lieutenant W. K. Longweli, buckshot, left hand, Ser-

geants, Uriah Rorapaugh, iiesh wound, thigh; II. G. Rogers, buckshot,

forehead. Corporals, S. C. Horton, leg; John Stoughton. missing.

Privates, Edward Post, arm and leg ; Jack Chidester, right arm aiid

neck; David McBirney, right shoulder ; Charles Davis; Lewis Hundy
;

Charles Hay ward, left hand ; Robert Wedge, hurt by fall ; Benjamin

Pittsley, head; P. R. Peck, missing.

Company F—Captain James F. Fitts, left region abdomen. Sergeants

C h. Brown, right thigh ; J. C. Tallman, killed. Corporal D. W. Put-

nam, head and abdomen. Privates, S. C. Sisson, right lung; John
Spurr, hand ; L. S. Shaw, shell wound of arm ; Smith Hill, right arm

;

C. H. Bryant, minnie ball, both thighs ; YV. H. Mumbalo, right leg ; G.

VV. Roberts, killed; J. L. Marvin, left side and wrist; William D.
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Knapp, flesh wound, right leg ; C. T. White, left arm ; R. T. Baker,

right hand ; George A. Beach, right arm ; E. M. Utley, head ; E. F.

Smith, leg and abdomen ; C. B. Tefft, buckshot, right hand ; Jacob H,

Haveley, right temple ; George Fontaine, buckshot, arm.

Company U— Captain Charles E. T acker, killed. First Lieutenant,

H. W.Searles, right lung and leg. Second Lieutenant, H. P. Corbin,

killed. Corporal A. J. Sawdy, left lung. Privates I. W. Haling, chest
;

Frank Brooks, slight ; J. R. Collier, slight ; D. L. Clark, buckshot, left

shoulder; Albert Flsk, left hip ; Peter Flynn, left knee ; L. N. Fulford,

flesh wound, right thigh ; J. J. French ; Leroy B. Wood, right knee

joint ; George L. Root, right thigh ; Elbridge Lamunnion.

Company T—Privates, William S. Sipples, killed ; Morrell Srurgcs.

killed.

Xotk }.—The writer of this? chapter regrets that it is impossible for him to elabo-

rate the concluding section of it, and to describe in detail occurrences of great

interest, subsequent to the 14ih of June. No petson other than a participator in

events like the-e, can give a faithful and satisfactory description of them ; and the

absence of the writer from the regiment, after the time stated, will account for the

brevity of this last section.

The question is often asked—did the fall of Port Hudson depend upon the fall of

Vickfburg* In a certain sense it did. and in another it did not. The fall of Vicks-

burg did not impair General Gardner's strength of resistance, but made him certain

that the besieging army would be doubled, if necessary. Port Hudson, like Vicks-

burg, was certain to fall, from the moment it was completely invested, because there

was the necessary force around it to reduce it—if not by assault, at least by starva-

tion, by continued bombardment, and by patient waiting. It was a question of time,

which the fall of Vickeburg hastened. After the 14th of June great progress had

been made in running saps toward the rebel works, and mining would have been

resorted to, had the siege been protracted further. The.rebels were already reduced

to desperate straits, and wore consuming mules for food. Of the final result there

coidd be no doubt, whatever might have been the fate of Vicksburg.

It is somewhat remarkable, that during the siege the rebels attempted no s«rtie<».

Usually in the defence of fortified places, desperate sallies are frequently made to

break up the besieging iiues, aud to destroy the approaches, but at Port Hudson the

rebels maintained a strict defensive, with one or two small exceptions. But that

the defence was a gallant one, nv.l persisted in wiih extreme tenacity, none who

acted with the besieging army will be inclined to deny. The Nineteenth Corp*

found at Port Hudson, ,l a foeirun worthy of Lu ateeL"
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Note 2.—The following is the official correspondence between Generals Banks

-

*nd Gardner, relating to the surrender of Fort Hudson :

"Headquarters Depap.tjient of the Gulp, 19th Aksi Corps, .

Before Poet Hudson, Jult S, 1S63.

"General: I have the honor to report that the garrison of Port Hudson Bnrren-

dered this afternoon upon the terms stated in the accompanying copy of the article*

of capitulation, terms which yon will perceive are those of an unconditional surren-

der. We .»hall take formal possession at eeven o'clock to-morrow morning.

" I enclose a copy of the correspondence preliminary to the surrender.

"Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

N. P. BANKS,
Major General Commanding.

"Major General H. W. Halleck.

Commander-in-Chief, Washington.

•' Headquarters, Port Hudson, Louisiana, July 7, 1S63."

"General: Having received information from your troops that Yicksburg has-

been surrendered. I make this communication to ask you to give me the official'

assurance whether this is true or not : and if true. I ask for a cessation of hostilities -

with a view to the consideration of terms for surrendering this position,

"lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

FRANK GARDNER.
Major General Commanding C. S. Forces, -

"Major General Banks,

Commanding U. S. Forces near Port Hudson.''

"Headquarters Department of the Gulf. 10th Army Corps,
Before Port Hudson. July R. 18f-3--10.43 a. h.

"General: In reply to your communication, dated the 7th instant, by flag of

truce, received a few moments since. I have the honor to inform you that I received

yesterday morning. July 7. :;t 10.45 o'clock, by the gunboat General Price, an official

de»patch from Major General Vly-scs S. Grant. United States army, whereof the fol-

lowing is a true extract

:

'Headquarters Department of tiir Tennessee,
Near Vickspuro. July 4. 1803.

' General: The gnnison surrendered rhis morning. The number of prisoners, a*

given by the officers, i* S7,00fl : fisld artillery. 3^3 pieces ; and a large numberof *iege

p;'n*. probably not 1e*s than eighty.

I am. general, very pespcctfully, your obedient servant,

V. s. GRANT. Major General..

'Major General N. P. Bank?.

Commanding Department <:f The Gulf."
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"I regret to say that, under present circumstances, I cannot, consistently with my
duty, consent to a cessation of hostilities for the purpose you indicate.

11 Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

N. P. BANKS. Major General, Commanding.

"Major General Frank Gardner,

Commanding C. S. Forces, Fort Hudson."

" HEADQUARTERS, PORT TltJDSOK, July 8, 1S63.

** General : T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication

of this date, giving a copy of an official communication from Major General U. 3.

Grant, U. S. army, announcing the surrender of the garrison of Vicksburg.

" Having defended this position as long as I deem my duty requires, I am willing

to surrender to yoa. and will appoint a commission of three officers to meet a simi'

lar commission appointed by yourself, at nine o'clock this morning, for the purpose

Of agreeing upon and drawing up the terms of surrender; and for that purpose I

ask for a cessation of hostilities. Will you please designate a point outside my
breastworks where the meeting shall be held for this purpose ?

"I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FRANK GARDNER,
Major General, Commanding C. S. Forces.

** Major General Banks,
Commanding U. S. Forces, near Port Hudson.*'

" Headquarters, U. S. Forces,
Bettors Port IIcdson, July S, 1863—4.30 p. m.

n General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication

of this date, stating that your are willing to surrender the garrison under your com-

mand to the forces under my command, and that you will appoint a commission of

three officers to meet a similar commission appointed by me, at nine o'clock this

morning, for the purpose of agreeing upon and drawing upthe terms of surrender.

'•In reply, I have the honor to state that I have designated Brigadier General

Charles P. Stone, Colonel Henry \V. Birge"; and Lieutenant Colonel Richard B. Irwin

as the officers to meet the commission appointed by you.

•'They will meet your officers at the hour designated, at a point rear where the flag

of truce was received this morning. I will direct that active hostilities shall entirely

cease on my part until further notice, for the purpose stated.

'* Very respectfully, your most obedient scrrant,

NT. P. BANKS. Major General, Commanding.
*' Major General Frank G-VRpKim,

Commanding C. S. Forces. Tort Hudson."

"Articles of capitulation proposed Ixtween the commissioners on the part of the garri-

son of Port Hudson and the forces of the United Status beforesaid place, July 8. 1864.

u Article 1. Major Gencr.il F. Gardner surrenders to the United States forces

ander Major General Banks the place of Port Hudson and its dependencies, with
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Its garrison, armament, munitions, public funds, material of war, in the condi-

tion, a3 nearly as may be, in -which they were at the hoar of cessation of hostilities,

namely, six o'clock a. m., July S, 15433.

41 Article 2. The surrender stipulated in article 1, is qualified by no condition,

•ave that the officers and enlisted men composing the garrison shall receive th»

treatment due to prisoners of war, according to the usages of civilized warfare.

"Article 3. All private property of officers and enlisted men shall be respected,

and left to their respective owuers.

"Article 4. The position of Port Hudson shall be occupied to-morrow, at seven

o'clock a.. M., by the forces of the United States, and Its garrison received as pris-

oners of war by such general officer of the United States' service as may be deaig- /

nated by Major General Banks, with the ordinary formalities of rendition. The

Confederate troops will be drawn up in line, officers iu their positions, the right

of the line resting on the edge of the prairie south of the railroad depot, the left

extending in the direction of the village of Port lludson. The arms and colors

will be piled conveniently, and will be received by the officers of the United States.

" Article 5. The sick and wounded of the garrisou will be cared for by the author-

ities of the United States, assisted, if desired by either party, by the medical officer*

of the garrison.
CHAPJ.ES P. STONE.

Brigadier General.

W. N. MILES,
Colonel, Commanding Right Whig, Army Port Hudson, La.

WM. DWIGHT,
Brigadier General.

J. G. W. STEEDMAN.
Colonel, Commanding Left Wing.

HENRY W. BIRGE,
Colonel. Commanding 3d Brigade, Grover's Division.

" Approved :

" Approved:

MARSHALL J. SMITH.
Lieutenant Colonel and Chief H. A.

FRANK GARDNER, Major General.

N. P. BANKS, Major General, Commanding,

" Headquarters, Department of tlik Gtlf,
15th Army Corfs, Port Hudson, July lu, 1363.

"Sir; I have the honor to inform you that with the post there fell inro our hand*

5,*00 prisoners, including one Major General and one Brigadier General ; 20 pieces

of artillery, five complete batteries, numbering 31 pieces of field artillery; a good
supply of projectiles for light and heavy guns; 44,000 pounds of cannon powder;
5,000 stand of arms, and 150,000 rounds of email-arm ammunition, besides a small

amount of stores of various kinds. We captured also two steamers, one of which is

very valuable. They will bo of great service at flit* time.

"N. P. BANKS, Major General. Commanding.
"Major General H. W. Hai.lf.ck, General-in-Chief."





CHAPTER XV.

'• They surfeited on honey, and began

To loathe the taste of sweetness.''''—Shatejxare.

FROM PORT HUDSON TO BRASHEAR CITY.

BKBARKATION—THIBODFAUX—DONALDSONVILLE—INACTrVITT—SOLDIERS* CORRESPON-

DENCE—MARCH TO THIEODEAUX—A BIVOUAC—PREPARATIONS FOR A MORNING'S

MARCH—DESCRIPTION OP TIIE 31 A RCII—FORDING—ENCAMPMENT OF THE RESERVK

BRIGADE—CAMP HUBBARD—DEStP.IPTON OF THE CAMP—'WEITZEL COMPLIMENTS

THE BRIGADE—DEPARTURE FROM CAMP HUBBARD—AT BRASHEAR AGAIN.

The record of the regiment for the two months following the

fall of Port Hudson, may he briefly outlined as follows:

On the 9th day of July, it was placed en route for Donald-

sonville, on board the steamboat Empire Parish, and landed

at its destination on the next day. In camp there until the

30th, when it took the march toward Thibodeaux, going into

camp near that place on the 31st. Continued there until

August 19th, when it marched to Terre Bonne, and was

thence transported by rail to Brashear City. In camp at

Brashear City until September 2d. From that date until the

11th, its time was occupied with the Sabine Pass expedition.

These two months embraced many occurrences of interest,

both to individuals and to the organization, which are set

forth in this v,nd the folfbwing chapter.

Donaldsonville is situated upon the west bank of the

Mississippi, some seventy miles above New-Orleans. It was

a town of some size and consequence- before the war, but

suffered severely during military operations along the river,

and was almost reduced t«> a heap of rubbish by shells from
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our gun-boats. It is here that Bayou La Fourche takes its

departure from the river, and on the neck of land thus formed

is Fort Butler, the scene of a most desperate assault by the

rebels under Taylor, in June, 1863, and of their gallant and

bloody repulse by the garrison. The enemy were still in

force when a Division of Union troops was landed near the

town, and a collision occurred between one of our Brigades

and a larger body of the rebels. Our troops were upon both

sides of the Bayou, and were at first driven back with loss,

but upon the coming up of reserves, the rebels retired, and

the following day began their retreat out of the La Fourche

country without further resistance to our arrus. Berwick

Bay was shortly after occupied by our gun-boats, and two-

regiments stationed at Brashear. The situation in "Western

Louisiana was, therefore, exactly the same as before the loss

of Brashear.

The One Hundred and Fourteenth was not in the action at

Donaldsonville, but was hastened up to the front with the

Reserve Brigade, to stem the tide of battle which was setting

to the rear, in a way that threatened a disaster. The

Brigade came up on the double-quick, and formed a line of

battle, with every prospect of an immediate and severe fight.

It did not come ; the rebels chose not to continue the conflict,

and it was not until nine months afterward that our regiment

met these troops again on the battle held.

Xo incident worthy of comment transpired during the

three weeks following. The Reserve Brigade lay quietly in

camp near the ruins of Donaldsonville, enjoying a grateful

rest after the fatigues of the memorable campaign just closed.

It had been under command of Colonel Thomas, of the

Eighth Vermont, daring the siege: it now passed to Colonel
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Merritt, of the Seventy-Fifth Xew York. There was little

military duty to occupy the time, and ample opportunity

was given for letter-writing. Probably several bushels of

correspondence went down the river from the One Hundred

and Fourteenth during this inactive interval, and the lighta

and shadows of soldier-life were copiously done up in ink

and foolscap, by hundreds of artists. The writing of letters

may sometimes be accomplished under what might appear

insurmountable difficulties to the uninitiated. x\ pencil and

a scrap of soiled paper for materials, the ground for an easy

chair, your knee for a table, and "all out doors" for a study,

and the thing is done. Patience, perseverance, and a total

disregard of the visits of bugs and musquitoes, will enable

any body to write a letter in Louisiana under these circum-

stances.

The force lying at Donaldsonville was disposed by Brigades

in various directions at the end of July, and the Reserve

ordered to Tlubodeaux, thirty miles down the Bayou. The

march was made in a day and a half, in the hottest of weather.

The road runs close by the Bayou, which is flanked by a high

levee along its whole length. The country bordering this

stream is exceedingly fertile, bearing abundant crops of

sngar-cane and minor products; but at this time one-half of

its fields were untilled and overgrown with a wilderness of

weeds. No more fatal delusion ever entered into the mind of

man than that which plunged the people of Louisiana into

the rebellion. They were assured by the leading spirits

of the movement, that their own State could never be invaded,

\ that their agriculture would remain undisturbed, and the

community generally be as prosperous as in a condition of

peace. Ruinous folly! During the year 1803, not one-half

.
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of the State yielded crops to the owners of the land, and

come of the best plantations were entirely abandoned and

given over to neglect.

A. great deal of ink has been shed in describing the marches

of various columns over various roads, during the war,

and in some cases very intelligent/gentlemen who have

never been near an army in the field, have given us

long accounts in the magazines and newspapers, of how
an army lives, moves, and lights. These are matters of wliich

nobody ever obtains much knowledge except through

actual experience; and then it is difficult to write intelli-

gently of them. The inarch of a body of troops, like a

storm at sea, or a prairie on fire, has its own special charac-

teristics, which must have been practiced to be thoroughly

known. A page of experience of this kind may not be

digressive, since the inarch from Donaldsonville to Thibo-

deaux had its discomforts—and the regiment, during itfi-

service, encountered every variety of them that can be

enumerated.

It might reasonably be inferred from many of the high-

flown press reports, that an army starts out for the march,

with the left foot foremost, music playing the national airs,.

ranks well dressed, and everybody traveling gaily along at

the regulation quickstep. This is somebody's ideal of a

march; the reality is widely different. It would be some-

thing like this :

You are to fancy a plain, a meadow, a wood, a hillside,

(which latter must not be in Louisiana.) or any spot conven-

ient for the night's halt of a body of troops: time, four o'clock

A. M., an early hour, much before daylight, and uncomfortably

chilly. Almost any center of observation will show vou
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^long vistas of stacked arms, and motionless forms recumbent

on the ground, covered with a single blanket or a tent-Hv.

They lie in all shapes and positions, just as they laid them-

selves down late last night, after a wearying day's inarch

—

some with heads pillowed on their boots, some singly, and

others in groups of two, four, or six—all as quiet as death,

-still as silence itself. You will look in vain for the officers;

the confusion s of field service are complete in the bivouac.

The form * shrouded in yonder rubber-blanket may likely

enough be that of some son of Mars who is privileged to

wear the leaf, the eagle, or, perhaps, the star, but who appears

to no better advantage now than Private Mahoney, at his

elbow, who has his heels over the next man's chest, and who

snores like the explosion of a thirty-two. In the back-ground

is an indistinct assemblage of picketed mules and horses, and

the canvas thatching of the wagon train. Suddenly rises a

distant bugle-note (when the enemy is not in the vicinity,)

suggesting uncomfortable dreams to the lighter sleepers.

Then a fife and drum; presently another ; and soon the whole

bivouac is jarred out of its slumbers by the merciless

reveille. Prostrate soldiers start to their elbows, sore and

stiff, and not much refreshed by the copious dews of the.

night; eyes are rubbed, consciousness regained, maledictions

invoked on the drum-corps, and everybody is quickly in

motion. It is true that " music hath charms to soothe the

savage breast," but the author of that sentiment never heard

the tune, "Get up, you lazy soldier," played at four o'clock

of an unpleasant morning.

We will imagine that orders have been received for a march

"in half an hour, and in the meantime blankets are to be dried

out and rolled up, and breakfast cooked and eaten. This lat>s
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is a very simple matter; kettles full of coffee, the main

dependence of the soldier in the field, are shortly prepared,

and a tin cup full of the fluid, a couple of hard crackers from

the haversack, and perhaps, a scrap of salt pork, make up

the repast. Xothing very tempting about such fare as this,

but it is the habitual diet of the soldier on the march, varied

occasionally by such additions as his shrewdness and the

careless habits of barn-yard fowls enable him to make.

Next the drums sound the assembly, and the regiments fall

into line. The marching unit of the Brigade and its move-

ments are directed by the bugle, from the head of the column.

Staff officers gallop from place to place and indicate to

Brigade and Regimental commanders the order of march;

the battalions file into the road and the column is ck route.

The cavalry has the lead, as it must Avatch the front for

danger; the artillery moves with the different Corps, and

the long wagon train, mile after mile of it, has the rear.

When guerrillas are plenty and troublesome, detachments

of cavalry accompany the wagons to guard them. Only a

bird's-eye view can embrace all these details: and could the

observer overlook the scene from a very elevated stand-point,

he would see different Corps, Divisions and Brigades separ-

ated by miles, half, and quarter miles of distance, or march-

ing by different roads in parallel columns, and without much

compactness—masses of men moving on with little apparent

order, and yet each man knowing his place, and falling into

it at the word; clouds of dust rising from the shuffling feet

of men and horses, and hanging heavily above the moving

masses; stragglers sitting or lying by the wayside, faint and

weary, or skulking; the whale incongruous throng pressing

•lowly on, over tiresome hills, through forests and acro*t
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meadows, Baiting occasionally for a brief rest, and sometime*

an hour at noon for coffee, and then tramping on until night'

fall and the welcome bivouac come together.

So much for the general aspect of the march. A closer

acquaintance exhibits it in a still more painful character.

For the first hour after the column has started, before the

heat of the day comes on, and while everybody is tolerably

rested from the labors of yesterday, you will probably see

cheerful laces and hear cheerful words, but by and by, aiter

the sun has scorched us, and while he is still glaring down

on us, and when our ears, eyes, and noses are full of dust,

and there are no feet but sore feet, and Ave limp along like a

convention of cripples—then you shall see faces full of dis-

tress, (and dirt,) and possibly hear remarks more emphatic,

than'polite. Should it rain, the footpads trudge along through

the mud, with as much of philosophy as may be extracted

from the situation ; the soldier is the sport of the elements,

and has only the cheap luxury of grumbling. If he is a

private, he will carry a load of not less than seventy pounds

and often more. Make an inventory of the whole, and you

will have a musket—a dead weight, which must be shifted

to a dozen different positions in the course of an hour; a m ;

of accoutrements, wretchedly uncomfortable to wear in h< t

weather; forty rounds of ball-cartridge in the cartridge-box,

and sometimes ten more *» the pocket; rubber and woo!

blankets strapped across the body or. folded in a knapsack ;
*

haversack slung at the side, loaded with four days' rations;

% canteen, holding three pints of water; and a dozen email

affairs, stowed away wherever practicable. To march twenty

miles between sun and sun, burdened in this way, in ' :i - ;:

and shine, heat and cold, in spite of aching limbe and bhi-

1
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tered feet, and to prolong it for a week, make a school of

endurance, in which are learned lessons for a lifetime.

But all this can be borne with patience and without com-

plaint, when contrasted with a forced march, prolonged far

into the night, when the system is well nigh prostrated with

/the fatigue of the day's labor. We read a description some-

where of a punishment applied to criminals in some of the

barbarous countries of Asia—deprivation of sleep until the

unhappy subject expires under the torture. Xo j)erson has

a better opportunity to test the miseries of overtaxed physical

powers than the soldier. The desire for sleep is something

that cannot be disregarded beyond a certain point ; abused

nature will assert its claims. Many a night march will the

soldiers of the regiment recall, when scarcely a man was

wide awake, and many were absolutely wedking in their

sleep, moving along only because they were fractions of a

moving mass of humanity. Keeling and staggering in the

effort to follow the file leader, eyes closed and feet stumbling,

clearly conscious of nothing except motion—this is the very

height of bodily discomfort. The bugle sound will not

waken a sleeper in this strange condition; he will mechani-

cally subside in his tracks at the halt, without knowing or

caring whether he lies in a mud hole or.on a heap of stones

;

he could sleep soundly on the brink of Niagara. "Attention,"

sings the bugle, and the sleeper mechanically finds his feet

and resumes the perpendicular; the column moves on and he

partakes of the motion. He may be thirsty, weary, and

aching in every bone; but the craving for sleep surpasses

every other, and makes him insensible to every minor pain.

Possibly the exigencies of the campaign may require us to

ford a river. Tins is a disagreeable business, but not without
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its humorous aspect. Preparations for the crossing are

•generally made at the top of the bank, consisting simply of

removing boots and socks, and rolling up pants. The sight

at the water's edge is unique enough to be remembered.

Regiments entering the stream quickly lose their eohesive-

ness, and are resolved into a crowd of soldiers who struggle

with the current, and limp painfully over the pebbles and I

rocks at the bottom. Boots suspended over the shoulder on

the musket, swing to and fro like pendulums; cartridge-boxes

-are strapped between the shoulders to keep them clear of the

water, and now and then you will see some poor unfortunate

with insecure footing, struggling frantically to preserve his

•equilibrium, and perhaps clutching at his neighbors as he

trips, involving them with himself, in "too much of water."

And so, splashing, stumbling, and wading, regiment after

regiment readies the opposite shore, the lower apparel is

resumed, the chaos reorganized, and the march is continued.

This is a feeble outline of the march of an army, and very

much what the war-correspondents mean when they inform

you that " General Quickstep moved his column yesterday

twenty-seven miles on the Breakneck road,
1
' and add the

stereotyped phrase, " the troops are in exceUmt sfririts."

And possibly these, words may have been read by many
excellent citizens at the North, just before betaking them-

selves to their feather-beds, and, perhaps, they may have

remarked impatiently thereupon—"Well, then, if they are

in such good spirits, why could'nt Quickstep march Jkem
.twenty miles farther before he rested them V"

Why not, indeed? It is a very simple business, merely

putting one foot before the other!

Thibodeaux is an ancient town of two or three thousand
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inhabitants, situated upon Bayou La Fourche, about three

miles above the railroad which, the One Hundred and Four-

teenth guarded in January and February. The Reserve

Brigade halted two miles further up the Bayou, and went

into camp." The next three weeks were passed here, with

little duty under arms to do. The weather was remarkably

pleasant for the season, and many of the days were wholly

without the sultriness of the Southern summer.

All the tents and camp equipage of the regiment, as well

lis its books and records, had been lost in the occupation of

Brashear City by the rebels, and a new supply was now
obtained. Clothing was also issued to meet the pressing

needs of the command, after its vigorous campaign; and the

importanf business of making out the numerous returns and

reports which are required of company and regimental com-

mandants, and of preparing new record books, received a

large share of attention.

Camp Hubbard was the designation of this locality, a

name given in memory of a very gallant officer of General

Weitzel's Staff* who fell at Port Hudson. The camp of an

infantry regiment, when laid out with military precision, and

kept with neatness and care, is a very pretty sight ; and that

of the One Hundred and Fourteenth, at Camp Hubbard,

was perhaps as pleasant and as perfect as any that it ever

inhabited. It might be described as a canvas village, as the

tents have something the form of miniature houses, and are

.arranged in streets of an average width of ten feet. The

tents of each company face its own street, upon both sides,

and the shapi? of this part of our camp was an oblong square.

Back of the company tents, with a wide interval between,

^ere those of the company officers, arranged upon one line;
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still further back, also upon a single line, the tents of the

Field and Staff. Within a few days after the location of a

camp the grass disappears under the hundreds of feet which

are constantly passing over it, and the ground becomes hard'

and firm. A narrow ditch is dug around. each tent, to carry

off the water, and every soldier makes the interior of his

abode as comfortable as the materials at hand and his

mechanical ability will allow. At Camp Hubbard the tents

were raised upon a foundation of wood three feet high, and

a brick pavement ornamented both sides of each street. The

parade ground occupied the space between the front of the

camp and the road; the Bayou with its high levee was just

beyond. It was, in short, a very pleasant spot to occupy for

a breathing spell, before the toils of another campaign.

There is little variety in the life of the camp; we rise in

the morning at the tap of the drum, and live through the

day by its signals—eating, working and sleeping by music.

There is a prescribed routine which rarely admits of change.

And Camp Hubbard was as quiet as an encampment usually

is. Nothing of an exciting nature occurred to vary its

monotony, or impart additional interest to our existence

there. Many took advantage of passes to visit Xew Orleans,

and some of the men disabled at Port Hudson returned,

almost recovered from their wounds. At one of the dress

parades a complimentary order from General Weitzel, was

read, commending the good conduct of the Brigade in the

late campaign, and admonishing it to prepare for future

labors. And on the evening of the ISth, an order came to

the regiment to break camp and move to Brashear Cit}'.

It was not without some feeling of regret that we bade

-farewell to Camp Hubbard, and rniirehed for Terre "Bonne
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before daylight on the morning of the 19th. The distance

was five miles, the road being heavy from recent rains.

Passing through Thibodeaux, we readied Terre Bonne bv

nine o'clock, and were thence transported to Brashear by

rail. Once more deposited in that desolate corner of Louis-

iana, after a long and eventful absence, we pitched our tents

in a pouring rain, Hanked on one side by the swamps, and

with a dreary stretch of uncultivated cane-field in front, and

waited for further vicissitudes. They came after two weeks





CHAPTER XVI.

"At Badajoz, we fellows of the th

Foot, danced up to the enemy's works—
And then," said Uncle Tohy,

"And then danced back again/'—Sterne.

SABINE PASS,

potrnos op affairs on tee texan coast—the nineteenth army corps embarks

TOR TEXAS—MOVEMENT ON 8ABINB PASS—REBEL SARCASM—ON THE CAHAWBA

AGAIN—NEGLECT IN TKANi-TORTING TROOPS—THE TRANSPORTS AND GUNBOATS

—

ARRIVAL AT THE PASS—SHOKE BATTERIES—THE GUNBOATS DISABLED—A SURRXX-

DEB—AN EXPLOSION—DISASTER—RETURN TO ALGIERS,

The port of Galveston, Texas, was the only one on the rebel

sea-board which was not either captured or effectually sealed

by our armies during the rebellion. Although blockaded by

our fleet, it was not entirely closed against the light-keeled

craft which made their base of operations among the Ber-

mudas, and hung upon the Southern coast, watching their

opportunity to dash through the blockading fleet, and dis-

charge an invoice of arms and munitions for the Confederacy.

and to pass out again with a freight of cotton. Much of

this contraband traffic was carried on at Galveston and adja-

cent points of the Texan coast, and several expeditions were

sent in this direction to occupy these ports. Several vessel?

of General Banks' expedition, in December, 1SG2, steamed

into the harbor ot' Galveston, and landed troops on the wharf,

where they were captured on the following morning by a

superior force, and at the same time a partially successful

attack was made by the rebels upon our gunboats. No fir-
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ther attention was given to this quarter of his Department

by General Banks, until the following September, when the

accession of the Thirteenth Army Corps to his command,

enabled him to send a formidable expedition to the coast of"

Texas. It embraced the whole of the Nineteenth Corps,

then under command of Major-General William 1>. Franklin,,

who had reported tdtJeneral Banks in July. The objective

point of this- expedition was, no doubt, Galveston ; but it

was deemed be<t to effect a landing at some contiguous

point—probably from the fact that Galveston Bay had been

liberally strewn with torpedoes, which might prove effective

in the shallow water, which is one of the peculiarities of this-

coast, ^[orepveiy the approaches to the city were commanded

by artillery, and the rebels boasted that the situation wag-

impregnable to a sea attack.

The point selected for the first demonstration, was Sabine-

City, situated at the very south-eastern limit of the State-

The Sabine River, which is the western boundary of Louis-

iana, expands into a small lake within a few miles of the-

Gulf, and opens into the latter through a narrow pass at the

junction of which with the lake, is the inconsiderable town

known as Sabine City, fifty miles from Galveston. It was

expected that any opposition that might be encountered at

r the mouth of the Pass could be easily overcome, and a land-

ing effected. A base of operations could thus be established

and Galveston menaced by land.

The story of this expedition—of which the One Hundred

and Fourteenth was a part—is the subject of this chapter.

The One Hundred and Fourteenth New York, the Twelfth

Connecticut, and a colored regiment, were the only troops at

Brashear City during the two weeks following August 19th,

/
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1863. The colored regiment was a new one, and could not

have been depended on in case of an extremity, so that the

effective force was reduced to these two regiments. Colonel

Per Lee was in command of the Post. There were two

gunboats in the Bay, and the place was, perhaps, sufficiently

garrisoned, but it had been surprised and captured less than

two months before, and the situation was so isolated as to

create some uneasiness. There was a rebel picket-post some

two miles up the Teche, to which two officers of the regiment

-one day went with a tlag of truce, and were asked by a rebel

officer whether they Mere accumulating some more dry

goods for Dick Taylor.* Humors of an intended attack

were brought down the Bayou by escaped negroes, and the

regiments were one day turned out by an alarm of musketry

up the Bay, which proved to be a careless discharge of arms

hy the relieved picket. The general sense of insecurity was

at this time increased as it became known that both the

•gunboats were fast aground in Grand Lake, whither they had

gone to reconnoiter.

But there was no attack. A strong and vigilant picket

Tcept watch above and below the town, assisted by clouds of

ravenous musquitoes. and the month passed without any

incident of serious moment. On the 2d of September the

regiment was relieved by the One Hundred and Thirty-First

New York, and ordered to report at Algiers. The railroad

had been partially destroyed by the rebels during their

occupation of the La Fourche country, and the bridges

•During the occupation of Brashoar, some sarcastic vrag inscribed in charcoal on

the wall of a small building—** Major-General Banks, late Commissary to Stonewall

Jackson in the Valley; and at present. Chief Ordnance Officer to the C. S. A., ia

Louisiana."
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burned, but was repaired in July and August, and was now
in good order. The One Hundred and Fourteenth and the

Twelfth Connecticut, were placed upon one train, and reached

Algiers at an early hour on the morning of the 3d.

The Reserve Brigade was at Algiers, with many other

troops. The river was crowded with transports, and muny
came down from Carrollton, during the day, laden with

troops. The CoJiaicba lay at Algiers, and on the 4th, four

regiments were ordered on board. The Eighth Vermont,

One Hundred and Fourteenth, and One Hundred and Sixtieth

New York, marched aboard, and with still another regiment

to come, the boat was found to be uncomfortably over-

crowded. The weather was extremely sultry, and the hold

insufferably hot, while the deck was filled from stem to stern.

Still, it was proposed to crowd more men upon this trans-

port, and the act was only forborne upon the urgent protest

of several commanding officers. Xobody has ever supposed

it necessary that United States' troops should be packed on

transports as cattle are loaded on cars, thus jeopardizing

the health, if not the safety of every soul on board, but it

would be difficult to find a single expedition by sea where

this has not been done to a greater or less extent. Besides

the troops, there were thirteen days' rations in the hold, and

the C'thaicba was sent to sea thus freighted, with one wheel

so disabled as to be useless. If this does not show a culpa-

ble carelessness of the lives and health of thousands of men,

it would be difficult to find any such carelessness in exis-

tence. Just one week elapsed before the return of this vessel

to Algiers, and then twenty men were lying sick and 1k'1}>-

less with fever, while one more was left at the bottom of the

Gulf—and all this misery the direct consequence of cruel

/
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mismanagement in transportation. The evil is past now,

and does not call for a remedy ; but there have been hun-

dreds of just such unnecessary abuses during the war, which

it is well to put on record. The One Hundred and Four-

teenth suffered most grievously from lack of proper trans-

portation by water, upon more than this one occasion, and it

appears perfectly proper to mention the fact in its history. I

The Cahawba steamed down the river, running down and

sinking a prize schooner laden with cotton, during the dark-

ness of the night, and reached the rendezvous at Pilot Town,

before daylight. Hie Sultana, carrving the Hcadquarter's
* *"" it

Hag of the Nineteenth Corps, and several other transports,

were lying at anchor, and others were going outside the bar

for anchorage. Early the following morning the fleet had

crossed the bar, and daylight found' it out of sight of land,

steaming in a westerly course, dp to this time, the destina-

tion of the expedition had been kept a profound secret, and

opinion was divided between Galveston and Mobile; but the

direction now taken settled the question in favor of the

former. The sight was a gallant and inspiriting one ; twenty-

three steam transports and three gun-boats stretching away
in two lines over the 1 smooth surface of the Gulf under a

cloudless sky ; the decks of the vessels and the rigging up

to the tops crowded with soldiers, laughing and chatting,

and everybody speculating good humorediy upon the events

of the corning week. The healthy inspiration of salt water

in fair weather will make even soldiers forget their miseries,

and the stirring strains of several bands lent interest to the

scene.

On the evening of the 7th, the fleet anchored two miles

outside the Sabine Pass light-house. On the previous after-

/
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noon the more advanced vessels Lad dropped their anchors-

for some hours, to allow the fleet to close up. The flat sandy

coast was in sight during the last twenty-four hours, and as

the fleet neared the Pass, the darkness of the night was.

relieved by the glow of distant fires, pronounced by some to

be signals of our approach. Many letters were written

during the evening, as it was supposed that the disembarka-

tion was to take place the next morning, and that the return

of the Cahaicba to Xew Orleans would be the last opportu-

nity of reaching the mail for many days.

All were on the qui vive in the morning. A close scruti-

ny of the shore with a powerful glass revealed nothing but a

barren stretch of sand, and the- light-house at the entrance of

the Pass. As the morning wore on, the question began to

be asked, "Why don't we land ?" and was presently answered

by the explanation that a small battery had been discovered,

upon reconnoitering the Pass, and that the gun-boats were-

steaming up to reduce it. All eyes were at once strained'

toward the point of interest, and the glass again brought

into requisition. One of the gun-boats was thought to be

of too'heavy draught to venture into the shallow water; the-

other two went in close to the shore, and opened with their

guns.

The first shot was fired shortly alter twelve o'clock, nooru-

The distance to the transports was too great to allow the*

troops to see the details of the fight ; the most that could.be

discerned with the naked eye, was the continuous puff of

smoke from the guns of both gun-boats and battery, and

the glass, at first, revealed nothing more. After the lapse of

two hours the firing ceased altogether, and the glass revealc 1

the astounding fact that a white flao: was flying from both

-
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gun-boats, and that they had been boarded by a small boat

from the shore.

This intelligence was too unexpected to be readily believed,

"but a boat from Division Headquarters soon confirmed it.

The gun-boats had ventured so close to the shore, in order

to do greater execution, that one of them had grounded and

was laid up in a position which rendered her guns ineffective.

The other continued the fight until a shot from the battery

exploded the steam-chest, killing- several of the crew and

infantry which was aboard, and badly injuring many others

by* the escaping steam. The boat was thus rendered helpless

and left with no choice but to surrender. Several intrepid

men jumped overboard and swam out to one of the trans-

ports. The gun-boat which had grounded was equally help-

less, and could do nothing but display the white flag. A
steamboat presently came down from the direction of the

lake, and towed the captured vessels out of sight.

Such was was the disastrous termination of the Sabine

Pass expedition. There was nothing left with which any

further attempt upon the battery could be made, and none

of the transports were provided witli sufficient means to land

troops at any other point; in fact, nobody had such a

knowledge of the coast as to make it safe to attempt a land-

ing. One of the transports had dragged anchor, and got

aground and was pulled off with great difficulty. Had the

rebels been able to send out the gun-boats just captured,

against us, the whole fleet would have been at their mercv.

There was nothing to be done but to return to Xew Orleans,

and accordingly, on the morning f the 9th, the transports

tripped anchor and laid their bows to the east.

There were a thousand opinions expressed at the time,

/
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bestowing censure promiscuously for this untoward result;

but it seems difficult now to declare anybody responsible

for it. A parallel case cannot be found in the history of the

war; it was the decisive check of a large and well appointed

expedition by three or four guns, manned by a single com-

pany. Yet there was no reason before the engagement to

apprehend any such result, and we are bound to suppose, in

lack of positive knowledge to the contrary, that all due fore-

thought was taken. The result was unexpected—was humil-

iating, but, in all probability, inevitable.

And so the expedition returned to Xew Orleans, barren of

results, and with the ship fever dealing havoc through the

transport^. On the night of the 11th, the Cahawba again

reached Algiers, and the One Hundred and Fourteenth, with

the other regiments went ashore and bivouacked in the open

air, and the next morning each individual soldier rose from

his hard bed, dried out Ills blankets, and asked his neighbor

the question, "what next?"





CHAPTER XVIL

" The earth hath bubble-, a3 the water hath,

And these are of them."—Shok$i>eare.

UP THE COUNTSY AGA IX—FALL CAMPAIGN.

JlBTOTHER EXPEDITION ON FOOT—THE FORCES-—THIRTEENTH CORPS—EATOU BANT CRO-

<JUANT—VERHILLIONVILLE—GOVERNOR MOL'TON—FIGHT OF CARRION CROW—
BUEBRIDGE ATTACKED—THE NINETEENTH ORDERED TO HIS RELIEF—THE FALL

CAMPAIGN A FAILURE—GENERAL ORDER NO. 55—ANOTHER CHANGE OF CAMP—CLOSE

OF THE TEAR.

The unsuccessful expedition to Sabine Pass, as has been

stated, returned on the 11th of September,, and the troops

•encamped at Algiers, opposite New Orleans.

General Weitzel was now in command of the Division,

:and Colonel Robert B. Merritt, of the Seventy-Fifth New
York, in command of the Brigade.

Shelter tents had been issued, and other preparations

betokened another expedition.

It was rumored that we were to move up the Teche

country, and cross into Texas. To accomplish this, Barres'

Landing and the Atchafalaya, were to be the base of supplies.

On the 10th Ave took cars for Brashear ; on the day follow-

ing crossed over to Berwick, and marched two miles up the

Bay on picket. There was no enemy in our front as we
^eould learn, and our principal duty consisted in fighting

musquitoes, which swarmed in vast numbers, and caused us

-much annoyance.

General William B. Franklin was now in command of the
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Nineteenth Army Corps, of which our Division formed a

part, and very stringent orders were issued in regard to for-

aging, but, nevertheless, the men were sometimes sharp

enough to evade his vigilant Provost Marshal, Captain

Inwood, and add to their army rations the proceeds of their

labor, in chickens, pigs, and geese. While in this country,

the One Hundred and Fourteenth had the reputation of

foraging more—with less detection—than any other regiment

in the Corps. The men seemed to understand that the crime

did not so much consist in foraging, as in being detected, and

many was the pig so stealthily conveyed into, camp as to

outwit the closest detective. On this campaign we found*

the best varieties of pecan nuts in great abundance.

Our forces were augmented by the Thirteenth Army Carps,

under Major-General John A. McClernand, united under the

command of General Franklin.

We continued to move up the country to Opelousas, and

from thence to the right about six miles, to Bayou Bani

Croquant, near Barres' Landing. From this latter place we

were to receive our supplies for an expedition into Texas.

After remaining here about.ten days it was rumored that

the Atchafalaya was too low to admit of navigation as far

as the landing, and that we would soon return, where our

supplies would be more accessible. Accordingly, on the

1st of November, we broke camp, and in eliarge of a wagon

train, proceeded about eighteen miles to Carrion Crow

Bayou, and from thence to Vermillionville. Here we halted

and made preparations to go into quarters. Our Brigade

was on the plantation of Ex-Governor Mouton, our regiment

being in his door yard. The Governor was early identified

with secession in Louisiana, and was the President of the
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Convention which took the State out of the Union. He had

"been a prisoner in New Orleans, but was released on his

parole, and was then suffering from the fruits of his own

labor. A grey headed, broken down old man, he would come

begging, of the teamsters for the little corn which 'their mules

wasted, which he would pound into coarse meal, and bake to

appease the hunger of his family. Yet Ins spirit was

unbroken. He never would submit to XortJ^e.m rule, but

was glad to beg from the feed boxes of our teams.

The Thirteenth Corps was still encamped at Carrion Crow

Bayou, Burbridge's Brigade in the advance. At one A. M.,

the 4th of November, the Nineteenth Corps received orders

to fall in at once, and march to the support of the troops in

our front, which had been attacked.

Arriving at Carrion Crow at seven A. 31., we found all

quiet, and learned the particulars of the affair.

On Tuesday at two P. 31., Burbridge's Brigade was attack-

ed by about four thousand mounted rebels, and driven from

its camp. The enemy succeeded in capturing, destroying and

scattering a greater portion of the earn]) equipage* General

Washburne re-inforeed Burbridge, and the enemy was driven

back, not however without a sharp fight.

Most of the lighting was in the woods. One hundred of

the enemy's dead were left on the field, but he succeeded in

carrying off part of his wounded. Many of our wounded
were also captured, but an exchange was effected on the day

following. We took about one hundred prisoners ; the rebels

about five hundred. The enemy evincing no desire to renew

the fight, we moved back to Vermillionville, on the 5th, the

Thirteenth Corps accompanying us. Subsequent investiga-
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tion showed that the attack was a shameful surprise, and

was declared by General \Veitzel disgraceful to our arms.

We continued in our quarters on the banks of the Bayou

until the lGth, when we fell back to New Iberia, and were

ordered to go into a permanent camp. The weather was

now cold. Lumber was desirable to fix the quarters, and

augar mills, out-buildings and fences were rapidly converted

to this purpose. In a few days the camp presented an

appearance of a little city, with chimneys rising on every

side. Few, unless accustomed to this mode of life, can

imagine the comforts of snug winter quarters to the

soldier. The regiment was hutted together in one brother-

hood, and the most perfect order reigned. There were no

quarrels, brawls or street exhibitions so common in villages,

but this seemed like a little city of content. Books, papers,

and magazines, were obtained in abundance from the deserted

dwellings around, and the men enjoyed themselves in read-

ing, writing, and gaming.

At the evening parade of the 19th, Colonel Per Lee

directed the following order to be published to the com-

mand :

"Headquarters 114tu Regiment N. T. Vols. ,)

New Iberia, La., Nov. 19, 18G3. f

General Orders No. 55.

" The commanding officer takes pleasure in announcing to his com-

mand, the gratifying result of the late election in the Empire State.

The issue was plain and direct. Loyalty and disloyalty were striving

for the mastery. The enemies of the administration had marshalled

their forces, and relying mainly on the absence of so many loyal sons

of New York in the military service for the defence of the Union, were

making every effort to defeat the great object of the war—the mainte_

nance of our nationality on the basis of humaniry and freedom. But

K
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oar friends at home have not proved recreant to tho trust reposed in

them. Nobly have they retrieved the fallen fortunes of New York, and

proudly have they declared their devotion to the cause for which wo

are battling-. The civil and the military of the Empire State can once

more join haxids in the common cause of freedom, justice, and right.

Soldiers! a majority of thirty-five thousand in our native State, pro-

claims her devotion to the Union and the Constitution. Let us rejoice,

then, that the sceptre has departed from those inimical to the great

interest* of »ur country, in this her hour of peril.

By order of

SAMUEL B. PER LEE,

Colonel Commanding Regiment.

E. P. Pellet, Adjntant."

On the 16tli of December we moved our camp half a mile,

the wind blowing a hurricane and the rain pouring in tor-

rents at the time. Everything was drenched, and the men
lay down wet and cold, to dream away the night. A few

days, however, sufficed to make the quarters comfortable

again.

Without other interruption we closed the year in this

camp.





CHAPTER XVIIL

" Awake, remembrance of these valiant d»ad.

And with your puissant arm renew their feats."—Shateptare.

" I reckon this, always, that a man be not undone until he be hanged. 1'—Skatepeaxe.

THE FALLEN BRAVE AX EXECUTION.

THE NEW TEAR—COLONEL PER LEE OBTAIN* LEAVE OF ABSENCE—GENERAL ORDER NO-

1—REVIEW OF THE TEAR—STATISTICS—RESULTS—SAD EPISODE LN OUR HISTORT—

COURT MARTIAL, FINDING, SENTENCE AND EXECUTION OF PRIVATE CHAJRLE3 TURN-

EB—A CORRESPONDENT'S REPORT.

The 1st of January of the new year found us cfuiet. The

whole army of Louisiana was inactive and no appearance of

a movement was visible. Such amusements as were consist-

ent with the good of the service were allowed ; among them

horse racing was one of the most prominent. General,

Field and Staff Officers freely indulged in it; in every race,

with one exception, the One Hundred and Fourteenth Regi-

ment bore off the palrn. It was declared to he the "fastest"

regiment in the Corps.

Colonel Per Lee having obtained leave of absence, the

command of the regiment now devolved on Lieutenant'

Colonel Morse.

The following review of the year was published by his

direction.
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" Headquarters 114tit Regiment N. Y. Vols., )

Ik the Field, Near New Iberia, La., January 1, 1801.
J"

•

General Orders, No. 1. *

Another year having drawn to a close, it is deemed proper to review

the changes which have taken place around us, and to mark the results

aus well as note the impress which the hand of time has made. A littl*

more than a year has elapsed since the One Hundred and Fourteenth

Regiment pledged its fortunes under the banner of the gallant Banks,

and landed on the shores of Louisiana. Since that timethe history of

the Department of the Gulf has been its historj. Since April, 18G3,

the regiment has been on one unbroken campaign, and has invariably

been where the duty has been most onerous. In its three expedition*

tip the Teche, it hat marched over nine hundred and fifty miles—much
of the time under the burning sun of a Southern summer.

In its engagements, the battle of Bisland and the siege of Port Hud-

eon will ever be memorable, as well as the part it acted alone, in check-

ing the rebel raid at Franklin, iu May last, which called upon it com-

mendatory orders from the oliieer in command of the force escorting an

immense and valuable train to Berwick's Bay. It has borne, well its

part, ?nd never, having been called, was found wanting.

But, in its victories, it has been called to mourn the loss of those who
were prominent in its interests, who gave it character and standing.

but who have gone to the land of heroes.

Soldiers ! It is not inappropriate to give a passing tribute to those

brave officers and men who yielded up their lives on the 14th of June,

in that fatal" charge at Port Hudson. The lamented Colonel Smith,

whose, interest in his regiment was akin to that of himself: the vouth-

ful Captain Tucker, just entering the field of usefulness and promise;

the valiant Corbin, e\<-r rcrny in his duty; and those others of our

comrades who fell while liearing the banners of Liberty even into tho

very teeth of the enemy, shall always have a place in our hearts, and

their names and deeds shall ever remain green in our memories. And,

further, the following report is hereby submitted for the information

of this command

:

! /
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CASUALTIES IN THE REGIMENT.

Officers. Men.

Killed la battle, 9 15

Died of wounds and disease 3 150

Discharged, 15 100

Deserted, 5

Transferred, 1 ' 33

Total casualties for the year ending Dec. 31, 1863 21 299

But with all these losses there has been much gained. In this depart-

ment, the surrender of the rebel stronghold, Port Hudson ; the occu-

pancy "of the vast tract of country in Western Louisiana; the opening

of the Mississippi ; and lasr, the recent victories in Texas, admonish

us that it has been a year of advancement in our cause, and of the

prosperity of our interests. This refers not only to our immediate

department, but everywhere has victory perched on our banners, and

we may well return our acclaim of thanks to the Ruler of all things, for

our prosperity at home ; the great loyal results throughout the North,

In October and November, and our successes in the field.

By Order,

HENRY B. MORSE,
Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding Regiment.

E. P. Pellet, Adjutant."

The discipline in the regiment had always been good, and

punishments limited. Cases of misbehavior were rare, and

the number of desertions small. We now come, however,

to a sad episode in our regimental history:

Charles Turner, a Private of Company C, was arraigned

before a General Court Martial, charged with capital offences.

We propose to subjoin the official records of the case, and

let them tell their own story.

Headquarters 114th Regiment N. Y. Vols.,}
* Near New Iberia, La., Jan. o, 1SG1. )

General Orders, No. 7.

The following extracts from General and Special Orders, Department

'
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of the Gulf and Defences of New Orleans, are hereby published for the

information of all concerned

;

" Headquarters Department of the Gulf, )

New Orleans, December 7, 1863.
)

General Orders, No. 80.

EXTRACT.

VIII. Before a General Court Martial convened pursuant to Special

Orders, No. 5, of September 18, 18G3, Headquarters First Division,

Nineteenth Army Corps, and of which Major W. H. Sentell, IGOth Regi-

ment New York Volunteers, was President, was arraigned and tried :

2. Private Charles Turner, Company C, 114th Regiment, New York

Volunteers.

Charge I.
—

" Misbehavior before the enemy."

Charge II.
—

" Disobedience of orders."

Charge III.
—

" Conduct to the prejudice of good order and military

discipline." +

Charge IV.—" Desertion."

Finding.—Of 1st charge, Guilty ; of 2d charge, Guilty ; of 3d charge,

Guilty ; of 4th charge, Guilty.

And the court does sentence him, Private Charles Turner, Company

C, 114th Regiment, New York Volunteers, " to be shot to death by

musketry, at such time and place as shall be appointed by the com-

manding General of the Department of the Gulf; two-thirds of the

members of the court concurring therein." 1

XII. The proceedings, finding and sentence in case of Private Charles

Turner. Company C, 114th Regiment New York Volunteers, are

approved, ne will accordingly be shot to death wifh musketry between

the hours of sunrise and sunset, on the 28th day of December, 18G3

The General commanding the First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps,

is charged with the execution of the sentence, and will designate the

placo of execution.*******
/ By command of

MAJOR-GENERAL BANKS.
G. Noiiman LiF.rjER, A. A. G.
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Headquarters Department of the Gulf,)-
New Orleans, La., Dec. 23, 1SG3. f

Special Orders, No. 321.

EXTRACT.

5. So much of paragraph 12, General Orders No. 80, current series,

from these Headquarters, as relates to the execution of Private Charles

Turner, Company C, 114th Regiment, New York Volunteers, now Ltl

the hands of the Provost Marshal General at New Orleans, is modified

ao as to read, the commanding officer of the Defences of New Orleans, is-

charged with the execution of the sentence.

By command,

MAJOR-GENERAL BANKS.
(Signed.) G. Norman Lieber, A. A. G.

Official Copy :

Crawford Williams. A. A. G., Defences New Orleans.

Headquarters Defences New Orleans, )

New Orleans, La., Dec. 27. 1*0;).
J

Special Orders, No. 11)5.

In pursuance of General Orders, No. 80, Headquarters Department

of the Gulf, December 7, 1803, promulgating the proceedings of a

General Court Martial, convened by Special Orders, No. 5, September 8,

1863, from Headquarters First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, and of

which Major W. H. Sentell, IGOth Regiment New York Volunteers was

President, and directing the execution by shooting to deathby musketry

of Private Charles Turner. Company C, 114th Regiment New York

Volunteers, convicted of the crimes of misbehavior before the enemy ;

disol>edience of orders ; conduct to the prejudice of good order and

military discipline, and desertion ; and in further pursuance to para,

graph 5, of Special Orders, No. 321, Headquarters Department of the

Gulf, of December 23, 1803, the execution of Private Charles Turner.

Company C, 11 1th Regiment New York Volunteers, will take place at

nine o'clock A. M., on Monday, '28th day of December. 1SG3, at the

Yicksburg Cotton rr<^-s. All the troops (not detached or on post) com-

posing thr garrison of this city including Cavalry (directed from De-

par run at Headquarters for th* service,) and Artillery, will assemble

under command of T. \V. C&hiil, (commanding the Second Brigade.
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Fourth Division,) at the place of execution, at eight A. M., Monday,

December 28, 1863. The Provost Marshal of the Defences of New
Orleans, Captain John Pickering, will take charge of the firing party.

He will report to Captain E. D. Phillips, commanding First United

States' Infantry, (at four o'clock, P. M., of this day,) who will furnish

him with a suitable escort and firing party, and will immediately there-

after report to Colonel T. VT. Cahill. who is charged with the command '

of the troops, aiad the execution of so much of the General and Special

Orders above cited as refers to the execution of Private Charles Turner,

Company C, 114th Regiment New York Volunteers, and will cause that

portion of General Order No. 80, Department of the Gulf, that relates

to the prisoner, to be read to him and the troops at parade. Captain

Pickering will immediately apply to Brigadier-General Bowen, P. M. G.,

for an order, giving him the custody of the prisoner. Colonel Cahill

will attend to the details, giving the prisoner the benefit of clergyman ;

providing Surgeon, coffin, transportation, and see to the burial of the

body.
*" Br command of

COLONEL E. G. BECKWITH,
Commanding Defences of New Orleans.

Crawford Williams, A. A G.

By order,

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL MORSE.
Commanding Regiment.

E. P. Pellet, Adjutant."

According to this sentence, Private Charles Turner was

shot to death by musketry, at the Vicksburg Cotton Press,

in New Orleans, on Monday, the 28th day of December,

1863.

The execution is thus described by a reporter of the New
Orleans Era:

"Yesterday the execution, by shooting, of Charles Turner, One Hun-

dred and Fourteenth Regiment New York Volunteer;?, took place. Ho
forsook his regiment at Port Hudson. Forty days after, he was arrested
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and Court Martialed for desertion, and several smaller offences, being

found guilty upon such charge. At the battle of Camp Bisland he fell

out of the ranks, and took refuge in a ditch, but said he had permission

of his Captain to do so ; that he only followed the example of others in

taking refuge. The sentence of death St shooting1

, was approved by

the commanding General, about the- first of this month, and was car-

ried into effect yesterday morning, at the Yieksburg Press, before a

large military force. The culprit bore his fate with more fortitude

than could hare been expected. He was attended during his last

mom'ents by Chaplin C. B. Thomas, of the University and St. James

Hospitals, his own Chaplain being cm. of the city. Turner told the

Chaplain that he slept the night before about as usual, with the excep-

tion of an occasional awakening, when he addressed himself to prayer.

He was particular in requesting the Chaplain to see that his name was

properly placed upon his coffin, and a prayer said over his grave. lie

was anxious that the odium of dying in the manner he did, should not

attach to his wife and child. His last reouest was for Chaplain Thomas
to write to his wife that he believed God had forgiven him, and that he

died in a reasonable hope of mercy.''

This melancholy occurrence is the only one of the kind

which we have to chronicle during the entire term of service

of the regiment, and with this exception, trials by courts

martial were rare, and ouly for trivial oifences.





CHAPTER XIX.

Necessity's sharp pinch."—Shaksptore.

A LOUISIANA WINTEK.

OOLD WEATHER—ONBROU9 DUTY—PICKETING—ORDERS TO MOVE TO TH"B RBAR—
•TORMS—MOVEMENT—ARRIVAL AT FRANKLIN—HOW WE GOT LUMBER AND BRICK—

NECESSITY TIIE MOTHER OF INVENTION—O.UARTEKS—*MUS3MENT5—PROSPECT OF

ANOTHER EXPEDITION—THE TROOPS — GENERAL FRANKLIN— DISPOSITION OF

FORCES. i

/

I

i
I
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Early in January cold weather set in, in earnest. Cold

rains, hail and sleet storms were common occurrences, and

with all the advantages of good quarters, the troops could

hardly escape Buffering. The picket duty was at this time

heavy, as the enemy's raiding parties were hovering around

us in all directions, and our cavalry was wholly inadequate for

the occasion. Our men were kept constantly on the alert,

and we did the extreme outpost duty, which is usually sup-

plied by mounted men.

Such an extent of country—susceptible of being flanked

on either side, as the plains at New Iberia must of neces-

sity require a large force to protect. Our men were gradu-

ally being used up by tins exposure, whereupon the command-

ing General determined to withdraw his forces still further

down the country.

Orders were received to be in readiness to move on the

morning of the Gth. The night was terribly stormy, and the

rain froze into sleet as i:i-t as it fell.

Early in the morning the camp was astii'j and an effort

made to strike tents—but it was soon found that they were
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bo frozen it was an impossibility to do it, and that if the

immediate movement was carried into effect they must b e

abandoned.

Then came orders countermanding the march, but ordering

the One Hundred and Fourteenth to the front to man the

breastworks. The day was most disagreeable—but latsr the

storm ceased—and the weather moderated. The movement

was set down for the day following. The ice had thawed

sufficiently to allow the tents to be struck, and at eight A..

M., of the 7th, we began our muddy march. We made
about ten miles, the infantry being often engaged in repair-

ing bridges—and making corduroy roads for the passage of

the artillery and wagons. Sueh marching is slow and

fatiguing. The night was very cold and bivouac unpleasant.

"We resumed our march on the 8th, the roads being suffi-

ciently frozen to bear up the artillery. This aided us much,,.

and we proceeded at a rapid rate, and encamped on the banks

of the Teehe.

Early on the Oth we arrived at Franklin, and were ordered

into camp. Our line was disposed along t]ie banks of the

Bayou. The prospect was gloomy enough. Xot a board

was to be found on our side. Shelter tents stuck on the

muddy ground were not inviting. What was to be done ?

Across the Bayou was a plantation house with ample out-

buildings and dilapidated negro quarters. A large brick

kiln was attractive, for the boys must have chimneys. If

we could only get over there it was evident we need not lack

for lunrber and brick. The boys were not long in discover-

ing them. But how to cross the Bayou is the question. No
boat is at hand—no raft—no lumber to construct one.

Presently ailbvel spectacle presents itself. A man of Com-
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3>any F had procured a large cauldron kettle, and into it he

gets, and rows himself across. From the planking on the

bank he constructs a rude raft and returns. Then over go

perhaps twenty men. They all fall to work ; half a dozen

rafts are made, and soon half the regiment may he seen

pulling down the sugar mill and the deserted quarters. In

a few hours the camp is abundantly supplied with lumber.

But the General hears of it, and a guard is posted over

what is left, and over the brick.

From the latter, however, the embargo was soon removed,

and load after load came into camp, and ere night-fall of the

same day of our arrival, the industrious and persevering

"Yankees" have comfortable quarters ; here and there rise

little chimneys, and pleasant tires are their reward.

On the 15th the Weather moderated, and the remaining

part of the winter, was mild and much like our Northern

September.

Never did the men seem to enjoy themselves more than

while at Franklin. Ball playing was instituted, and other

regiments challenged, resulting in varying successes and

defeats.

There was no enemy near at hand to trouble us. Our

duties were light and the winter passed gaily by.

In March, after two months' rest, the most which the regi-

ment had ever seen at one time, it was generally understood

that another expedition would be attempted up the country.

It was rumored that the country on the Red River was

to be opened by a combined effort of the land and naval

forces.

The preliminaries, such as fully equipping the men, sending
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urplus baggage to the rear, and other unmistakable signs of

& movement, soon settled on our minds in the question.

There was at this time but one Division of the Nineteenth

Corps at Franklin, the other being on duty at, or near

Baton Rouge.

This Division was commanded by Brigadier General Wil-

liam H. Emory, and the Corps by Major General William B.

Franklin. Previous to his assignment to the Department of"

the Gulf, General Franklin had earned something of a repu-

tation in Mexico and in the Army of the Potomac. His for-

mer services are thus briefly recounted :

" WUliam Benjamin Franklin was born in Pennsylvania about tiie

year 1821, and entered West Point in 1839. He graduated at the bead

of his class in 184-3 ; being a classmate of Ulysses S. Grant, Reynolds,

Augur, etc. On the 1st of July, 1S43, he was appointed a Brevet Second

Lieutenant of Topographical Engineers, and on the 21st of September,

1846, received his full commission. He served in Mexico, and was bre-

vetted First Lieutenant for gallant and meritorious conduct at Buena

Vista, dating from February '23, 1847. This brevet was awarded in

May, 1§48. From July. 1848, to 1850 he was Acting Assistant Profes-

sor of Natural and Experimental Philosophy at the Military Academy

at West Point. He was next placed on lighthouse duty, to which lie

was appointed in January, 1833. He received his full commission of

First Lieutenant in March, 1$53, and Captain on the 1st of July, 1857.

In the Army Register for 1839 he was the junior captain but one in the

corps, and in that of 1SC0 last but two. In the register for 1SG1 his

name stands two degrees higher on the roll, there being four captains

his junior. On the 14th of May, 1861, he was appointed to the colo-

nelcy of the Twelfth United States' Infantry, one of the new regular

regiments organized at the commencement of the rebellion. With this

rank he had charge of the first brigade of the third division of General

M'Dowell's army at Bull Hun.

"He was appointed a Brigadier-General in July, and. on the organi-

zation of the army, was given the command of the ilrst division of the
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-first army corps commanded by M'Dowell. When M'Dowell was

directed to remain at Fredericksburg, Franklin was detached and sent

to M'Clellan on the peninsula. Uo officer won higher distinction than

he in the memorablo contests on the march to Richmond, and as a

reward for his gallantry he was appointed to the command of an army

•corps with the rank of Major-General of Volunteers. He has lately

• won fresh laurels at tho battles of South Mountain and Sharpsburg.

In July of 1863 he arrived in New Orleans, and at once assumed com-

mand of the Nineteenth Army Corps."

The Thirteenth Corps under Brigadier-General Cameron,

an officer of good reputation, constituted a portion of our

force, with about ten thousand cavalry and mounted infan-

try under Brigadier-General A. L. Lee,

Uniting, these troops were to move up the country to

Alexandria, where they were to be joined by forces from the

vicinity of Vicksburg andthe army of the Mississippi, which,

with transports and gunboats were to move up the Red

River. The disposition of the enemy's forces according to

the best information that could be obtained, was as follows

:

" Magruder had about 20,000 men of all arms, of which 15,000 were

-serviceable. The main body covered Galveston and Houston from an

anticipated movement from Matagorda Peninsula, still held by our

troops. Walker's division, numbering 7,000 men upon tho Atcha-

falaya and Ked River, from Opelousaa to Fort DeRu?sey ; Morton's

division between the Black and Washita Rivers from Red River to

Monroe, numbering 6,000 men ; while Rice with two heavy divisions

of infantry, estimated at from 7,000 to 10,000, held the country from

Monroe to Camden and Archidelphia, confronting Steele. Magru-

der could spare 10,000 of his force to assist an attack from the East,

leaving his fortifications well garrisoned on the coast, while Price could

furnish at least an additional 5,000 from the North, making a formida-

ble army of 25,000 to 00,000 men, equal to any forces that could bo

brought against them, even with the most perfect unity and co-opera-

( tion of cominandw.
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"To meet these forces of the enemy it was proposed to concentrate

in some general plan of operations 15,000 of the troops under command

of General Steele, a detachment of 10,000 from the command of General

Sherman, and a force of from 15,000 to 17,000 men from the Aimy of

the Gulf—making an army of 35,000 to 37,000 men of all arms,

with such gunboats as the Navy Department should order. Orders

were given to my command at once to suspend operations at Galveston,

and vigorous preparations were made for the new campaign."*

General Banks was to assume command of the army, and

direct Us movements in person.

After two months' monotony—such as camp life will be to

soldiers in spite of their recreations—almost every man wel-

comed the orders to march. The men, now accustomed to

campaigning, knew just what to take with them and what

to discard as superfluous.

/

General Banks' Report.





CHAPTER XX.

"We go to gain a little patch •( ground,

Which haih no profit in it hut the azme."—tihaktpear&,

THE RED T.IVER CAMPAIGN—SETTING OUT.

BREAKING CAMP—PRAIRIE OK FIRE—CAMP PRATT—YERMILLIONVILLE—AN ALARM-
ANECDOTE OF GENERAL EMORY—" VETERANS "—OPELOU9AS—THE STATE CAPITAL

—GOVERNOR* si MESSAGE—UMONISM—WASHINGTON—INDIANS—UPPER BAYOU BCEUP

—THE STORY OP CAPTAIN JUMKL—OuOD NEWS—REDUCTION OP PORT DE RUSSET

—

«OVERNOR MOORE*S PLANTATION—ALEXANDRIA—THE RITER—COMBINATION OP

PORCES—THE HUNTERS AND THE HUNTED—BARBAROUS ORDERS—IMMENSE DE-

STRUCTION OF COTTON—DUSTY—"VETERANS" AGAIN—THE COUNTT.Y—CANE RIVEn

—BUTTERING OP THE ARMY—NATCHITOCHES—BANKS AND HIS GENERALS—PINE

WOODS—PLEASANT RILL.

March 15.—Broke camp at Franklin at 7 A. M., and

commenced our campaign. If the weather may be taken as

an omen, we have set out under good auspices, for a more de-

lightful day never dawned. Marehedabout fifteen miles and

halted on the Gxafl'enberg plantation, on the very plot of

ground where just eleven months ago we encamped in our

first expedition up the Teche, and where we then found a

rebel dinner awaiting us. The dry prairie grass took fire

through the carelessness of the cooks, and came very near

destroying our tents. It was with great care that we secured

ourselves against tire, as the grass was thick and dry, and

the wind strong. The result was an order to entrench all

fires, and to extinguish the same at an early hour.

March 16.—Moved at 6:20. Passed through New Iberia

at noon. Halted at four P. 31., at Camp Pratt. This was

/
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formerly a rebel camp where all the troops of the interior

assembled. Camp Pratt is named after the rebel General on

whose plantation we bivouacked during the fall campaign.

It is an immense prairie, bordering on Spanish Lake, with

ample barracks, mess-houses and kitchens. Several thousand

rebel troops were quartered here previous to their occupancy

of Camp Bislaud. It is said that Generals Kirby Smith and

Mouton recommended fortifying the country at this point

instead of B island, but in this they were overruled by Gene-

ral Dick Taylor. Had their advice been heeded, subsequent

events showed that the position would have been much more

tenable. Few lovlier places for a camp are found than thii$.

The water of the lake is pure and abounds in fish. On the

opposite shore are some beautiful residences, built in a style

of architecture which reminds one of the castles on the lakes

as described by Scott.

March 17.—Reached Vermillion River at three P. M.,

having made about eighteen miles, and bivouacked just

opposite Governor Mouton's plantation, where we encamped

last November.

March 18.—Moved at 5:30 A. M., passing Vermillionville,

Carrion Crow Bayou, and bivouacked on Bayou Burbridge.

About seven P. M., the rapid discharge of musketry in the

woods hard by, called the troops quickly into line. The fact

that this had once been the scene of a surprise of the forces

of General Burbridge, seemed to indicate that another might

be attempted. After standing half an hour in line we were

ordered to go to quarters. The alarm was the result of the

foolishness of an officer attached to General Franklin's body-

guard. This Lieutenant deeming it necessary to discharge

the pieces of the guard, had, without authority, and against
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orders forbidding the promiscuous discharge of anus, taken

the guard into tric3 woods, and there they blazed away regard-

less of the consequences. General Emory hearing the cause

of the alarm, had the officer arrested and brought to his

quarters. The poor fool made a sorry show of excuse before

the stern, crabbed old man.

The conversation was reported substantially as follows,

•excluding of course the oaths to which, at such a time, the

General was wonderfully addicted:

" What in the devil do you mean, sir, by thus creating an

alarm in this manner? A fool should have known more,

•air, yes sir, a damned fool, sir!''

"The abashed Lieutenant stammered " Being kind of green,

*ir."

"Get out of this tent—get out sir," cried the old man.

raving. "Go to General Franklin and report, yourself under

.arrest."

'The frightened officer timidly asked, " Where will I find

^General Franklin?"

"Damn you, sir, ask my orderlies, get out of my tent, sir,

*his instant !

M

Glad to get out of Emory's presence, the "kind of green"

•officer sneaked away to find Franklin—to get another damn-

ing and probably a court martial.

We have one regiment with us (Twenty-Ninth Maine,)

which claims to be veteran in its organization. It is made

up of a few men of the old Tenth Maine, and the remainder

recruits. All wear the "re-enlistment stripe," and have on

their knapsacks the word " Veteran " in larsre yellow letters.

The "style" which they have put on is particularly distaste-

ful to our men who like to get a chance to cut their corners.
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The lust two days* march has severely tested their material.

Being new in campaign, they cannot stand the marches like

our men who have often measured this country over. And
to add to this, like "infant soldiers," they have plump

knapsacks, which will each weigh not less -than fifty pounds.

It is imposible under the oppressive heat of the day for them

to bear up under these marches, which will average eighteen

mile* per day. From ten o'clock in the morning until the

hour of halting, the way is tilled with stragglers from thia

" veteran" regiment. It is the special delight of our men
to annoy them. Marching along, by a squad of a half-dozen

who are lying along the roadside with blistered feet and

aching limbs, the men would cry out to them " Come, come,

jog along there—that is no place for veterans." u Get up in

th<' front there, that's what the government wants of you.%

'• VV here's that veteran bounty?" "That's no way to earn

it!" "Where's your seven hundred dollars and a cow?'*

giving the strongest possible Yankee nasal twang to the last

word, as it was currently reported that the bounty of a

Maine veteran was " seven hundred dollars and a cow !"

These poor fellows are obliged to " pocket the insults" which

every man not, in their condition delights, to give theni.

}farch 19.—Moved at six A. M. At eleven o'clock marched

through Opelousas. After the precipitate flight of the Con-

federates from their first capital of the vState, Baton Rouge,

the Legislature convened at Opelousas. Here it published

its tyrannical edicts to the people until the first march of the

Caion force* up the Teehe in the spring of 1862, when again

the archives of the State were put on wheels and run to

Alexandria, and still further forced back to Shreeveport. A*
Zhh latter place is in the extreme north-western part of the
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State, another move would locate the capital of Louisiana in

Texas. Among the documents which were scattered about,

was the message of Governor Thomas Overton Moore.

Among the other " war measures " set forth by his Confed-

erate Excellency, was an order that the people should raise

corn instead of cotton. The immense fields of this necessary

of life showed how implicitly the order had been obeyed,

even though in the second year. As far as the eye could

reach on either side, stretched out one vast prairie, rich with

waving corn. The Governor's Message was printed in pam-

phlet form, and set forth his feelings to his people as follows

:

" I congratulate you on your ready compliance with the

order directing you to raise corn instead of cotton. This is

one of the sinews of war which will yet drive the Yankee

invaders from our soil." There was, however, a small slip

of printed matter pasted on the margin of the pamphlet in

the form of an addendum, which was to be read as following

the paragraph just quoted. It stated: " While I congratu-

lated you on your obedience to the order directing the raising

of corn instead of cotton, I regret to say that the main object

has been defeated by its perverted use—in the manufacture

of the greater part of it into whiskey." The people evident-

ly thought that the " Southern heart" could be "fired" more

readily with whiskey than corn bread.

As we passed the nunnery there was a chanting of funeral

services over some departed soul—and the nuns were moving

to and fro in their "uniforms " if such they might be called.

It is said that this nunnery dates far back in the history of

Louisiana, as Opelonsas is reckoned among the oldest towns

in the State.

In our several journeys through this town, we had never

/
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before seen so many men about the streets. As a general

thing in our marches through this portion of Louisiana, we

would hardly meet an able-bodied man during half-a-day's

travel. But now there were hundreds, standing on the street

corners. The fact of their close scrutiny of our troops, as

they passed, was suspicious. A man, with any kind of dis-

cernment, could easily calculate our numbers, note our artil-

lery, trains and munitions. And then, as soon as we had

passed, might not these men cause much annoyance to our

refer ? Subsequent events proved that had the commanding

General arrested and taken along every one of these spies

and bushwhackers it would have been advantageous to us.

Here we saw the first show of anything like Unionism in

Western Louisiana. 'A young girl, of not more than eigh-

teen years, stood on the gallery of one of the houses, with a

m "mat ure Union nag pinned on her dress. The sight was

refreshing, and each Company, through -that long column of

troops, sent up their cheers as they passed. And to heighten

the effect, on the opposite porch, unmolested, sat a man in

the uniform of the Confederacy. We all feared for the safety

ot the girl, after the last of our troops had passed, as showing

anything like sympathy with the Yankees was dangerous

business in that country. We subsequently learned that she

did Buffer from her rashness ; and that, further, she was one

of those M white slaves'' so common in that region.

W e passed the village of Washington, six miles above

Opelousas, and bivouacked just above the town on the Cor-

taubleau, near the point of its confluence with Little Bayou
Rceiif.

March '20.—Remained in camp. The men are busy in wash-

ing, and the thousand other things which a day's rest in a
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campaign suggests. There came into camp a party of &

dozen Indians—real " natives of the soil"—begging for old

clothing. They are of the tribe ofAlabamians, and are hutted

in the woods a few miles out. Some of our men visited their

camp. They are a dark, stout race, with long, coarse, black

hair. , They spoke our language brokenly, and manifested

but little intelligence.

March 21.—Moved at 6 A. M., in a cold, drizzling rain,

As we passed the " Widow Webb place" onr boys, not for-

getful of her story of the "dead cats in the cistern," conv

meneod shouting: "The cat's in the well ! The cat's in the

well !" The " widow," however, being absent from home.,

could not return her " thanks" for the " serenade." We
marched about thirteen miles and encamped very nearly on

the same ground uj* in May last. This place, if deserving a

"local habitation and a name," is called Montville.

March 22.—On the evening of this day bivouacked a*

Holmesville, on the Upper Bceu£ The country grow&

higher and better—more like our northern land. Sugar mills

are becoming rare, and cotton gins frequent. The negroes

through this section are scarce—a good many having deserted

their master** and gone over to the Yankees.

March 23.—Passed the Epps plantation—famous as- the

*cene of servitude of Solomon Xorthrup. Halted about a

mile below Cheneyville. A mile beyond this town we turned

back last spring. There are several churches—Baptist,,

Episcopal, Campbellite. As we go up we find less of the

French ^extraction, and consequently les* Catholic. Many
of the people, through u*ar of the Yankee invaders, have

gone to Texas.

March 24.— Passed over a rich and beautiful uouutrv-

i
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The dwellings are elegant ; much like those along the banks

of the Teche. Here we have good news. Our cavalry have

surprised the camp of the Second Louisiana Cavalry, and

made the whole battalion prisoners, with three or four pieces-

of artillery. Among the number is the celebrated Captain.

Jumel. The highwaymen Bailie Vincent belongs to this reg-

iment, but was away at the time of the capture. There is an

incident connected with these men wliich may be worth relat-

ing:

In the fall of 1 808, a cartel for the exchange of prisoner*

was agreed on between General Banks and General Taylor^

whereby an equal number of officers and men were to be

exchanged. Thi* took place on the plains, some eleven miles*

above Vcrinillionv iile. Our officers, escort and prisoners met

those from the Confederate army. The exchange was sat-

isfactorily concluded, and the officers of both armies were

enjoying themselves in pleasant conversation over their

glasses. The hilarity continued until the time for separation

arrived, when Bailie Vincent, who was partially under the

influence of liquor, mounted his horse, and commenced riding

in an ungovernable maimer, using highly indecent language

toward the d d Yankees. Xo one noticed or cared for

this insult until it culminated in his discharging his pistol

several times at a*squud of our guard, injuring several—not.

seriously, however—and then riding rapidly away. At this

point "forbearance reused to be a virtue," and the command-
ing ofTucrofour party addressed himself to Capt. Jumel,

commanding the Confederates, slating that his party had

violated the truce, nud demanded redress. Captain J umel

was a gentleman of education and refinement; just the

reverse of Bailie Vincent. He knew well that the etiquette-
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of honor in arms could not be thus ruthlessly violated with-

out its consequencs—and thereupon gave himself up as a pris-

oner until the real offender should be delivered over for pun-

ishment. He accompanied the escort back to camp, and was

for a long time a kind of pet prisoner at Franklin's headquar-

ters, lie messed with the staff, and was allowed the liberty

of the camp—so far as was consistent with military regula-

tion^.

The rebel authorities protested that Vincent by this act

—

so flagrant an outrage on a trace—had outlawed himself

from them, and was a renegade, secreting himself in the

woods, and fearful alike of both Union and Confederate.

Jumel was finally exchanged, and it was afterwards known
that Vincent was with the Confederate forces, and that the

story of his outlawry was false. The fact that he was too

good a bushwhacker to lose, explains the falsehood.

Still further good news greeted us here. Hitherto in this

campaign we had met no enemy. We had learned however,

that he was posted to defend Alexandria—and that Fort De
Russy on the Red was strongly manned and gunned. This

work, built by a general of that name, who had proved re-

creant to his commission in the United States army, was the

key to the city. Despatches were received that the forces

which were to move up on transports in connection with the

gunboats, had reduced Fort De Russy, and captured its gar-

rison. This report proved true, and we had nothing now to

impede our march to Alexandria, as the rebel army was said

to be strongly entrenched before Shreveport..

March %5.—Broke camp at seven A. M., and travelled over

a most beautiful country. Passed the plantation of Governor

Moore, the same who used to fulminate such bombastic

i
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proclamations to the people, and who declared that his offi-

cial paper bullets would prevent the Yankees from advancing

further into his dominions. It is one of the finest plantations

in the State, and would be admirably adapted to " one hun-

dred and sixty acre lots," as farms for soldiers. If confisca-

tion does its work justly, why may we not yet see the "mud-

sills " of the North as lords of those broad acres, wrenched

by the iron hand of justice from the traitorous grasp of this

Bombastes Furioso. There was a dearth through this

region of both white and black able-bodied men. The former

had been conscripted into the army ; the latter run off into

Texas by their.owners. Through this beautiful country the

desolation which follows on the track of war was marked.

Sugaf mills, cotton gins and even plantation houses had been

destroyed, and their blackened walls and tottering

chimneys told a sad story. Why a people seemingly so

prosperous and happy as they were in this garden of Amer-

ica, should wish to rush into the horrors of war, is more than

can be imagined. The poorer class of whites were in a

suffering condition. On our march to-day, we saw by the

roadside an old woman of not less than eighty years vainly

endeavoring to masticate a hard-tack. There was not a heart

but was touched, for soldiers can pity the sorrows of the

aged, and more than one haversack was unloaded and the

contents deposited in the lap of the old crone.

At 11 A. M., we halted for dinner, and prepared to march

into the city. The flags were unfurled, the groups properly

dressed up, and the music playing national airs at the head of

the eolumn, At just twelve o'clock, noon, we marched

into the rity with all

'•The pomp and circumstance of glorioua war."
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Generals Banks, Franklin, Emory, Smith, Mower and

staffs, reviewed us as we passed, amid the huzzas of the ?xi**\).

The inhabitants, unwilling spectators of the scene, looked on

in grave silence. We passed through the city, and bivouacked

half a mile beyond.

March 26.—Did not move to-day, and had an ample op-

portunity to learn the condition of affairs.

Alexandria ie situated on the Red River, about three bun

dred and fifty miles from New Orleans, and is the capital of

the parish of Rapides. It is a pleasant town, on high plaint

o common in upper Louisiana, and in the midst of a r/eh,

cotton growing region. Before the war, it was a place- of

considerable business, and although so far out on the borders "*

of civilization, bears the marks of having been the home of lux-

ury and fashion. High bluffs overlook the river, and here

are the "Falls" which cause so much annoyance to the naviga-

tion of the river at this point, and of which more will be said.

It was a goodly sight to see the transports and gunboat* in

the river. About seventy river steamboats, ;*:ida dozen iron-

clads composed the fleet, and were stretched along the levee

or anchored in the stream as for as the eye could reach.

'Hie levees were covered with soldiers, tailors, citizens arid

negroes, and hundreds of hales of captured cotton were piled

up awaiting shipment;. Our forces were now consolidated

for the expedition, with Alexandria for a base.

The troops which had marched over the country were stilt

to continue to march, the river forces not to disembark from

their transports.
v-

Those latter consisted uf iin- Sixteenth Aruiv Corps under...
command of Brigadier General Andrew Jackson Smith ; and

a detachment of the Seventeenth Corps, under (ieneral K.
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Kilby Smith. These forces, almost entirely infantry, nnm-

bered about eight thousand effective men. With the exception

of one regiment, these troops were Western men, who bore

an unremitting hatred towards Eastern troops.

Our whole force might be estimated at thirty thousand

effective men, including all arms of the service. General

Banks is present to command in person. Feanklin is second

in command.

While here, a party mounted on horses^ came within our

lines. They looked more like ragamuffins than men. They

were clothed in every style of garment, from^the soiled drees

coat of the gentleman to the hunting shirt of the back-

woodsman. Some were in full confederate uniform, hats of

every description were worn, one bearing the distinguishing

marks, as the chaptau of a Louisiana militia General, withiu

gold lace and rosettes. Their arms were long ranged riaear

and doubled barrelled shot guns. It was a motley looking

crowd, numbering about fifty.

The leader approached our commanding General and told

his story. It was the story of all such. When conscription

began, they resolved not to tight for the confederacy. It

can be hardly said that a spirit of patriotism promp£e4 them

•o much in their resolve, as a hatred for the rebel leaders who

had oppressed them by their acts of tyranny. Hunters were

tent to drag them from their homes to swell the rebel ranks,

and one by one they had fled into the country, armed'

theniFL'tve? and banded together to resist the conscription;,

^omc of them had not visited their homes in two years, f\uu

lived constantly in the woods, watching tor their pursu«-r>..

This is railed "'lying out." Sometimes when the hunter**

were pressing them, a hundred of these men would get together
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4i!id give them a fight. Xo quarters were shown. If a "hun-

ter" fell into their hands, his doom was sealed. The malig-

nity with which these men were hunted, may in a measure

be shown by the following order, which was found on the per-

son of an officer captured by a detachment of Major General

Washburne's-- command : .
-

!

"Headquarters. Forces South of Red Riykr,
I

Vermillionvi lle, La., June 15, 1863. )

General Orders, No.—
"Information has been received that there are bands of outlaws, de-

serters, conscripts and stragglers from a parish above Hinestown, on the

Calcasieu River, in the parish of Rapides, down to the lower parishes,

extending into the parish of Calcasieu, through to the Bayou Teche,

which are committing depredations, robberies, and incendiarism, and

who are openly violating the Confederate laws, with arms in their

hands. Such men can only be considered as outlaws, highwaymen and

. traitors.

"In consequence :

"I. You will proceed with your battalion up to the Calcasieu River*

and in the vicinity of Hinestown, in the parish of Rapides, and from

that point scour the whole country, to the limit of Calcasieu parish, if

to the Bayou Teche, in search of these outlaws, highwaymen and trai*

tors. These bands, beyond the pale of society, must be exterminated

especially the leaders : amd every man found with arms for the purpose

of resisting the operations of the Confederate laws, or against whom
satisfactory evidence may be given, must be executed on the spot.

"No prisoners should be taken. Such as are not sufficiently guilty to

demand immediate execution, must b« liberated, and, if conscripts, or-

dered to report forthwith. Men by the names of Wittington, Elliot,

Oaine, Carviere,Huddleston, have been designated as some of the ring-

leaders.

By order (if

Brigadier General ALFRED MQUTON.
[Signed.] Louts Busn. Assistant Adjutant General.
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To Major Q. A. Fourntt Commanding Yellow Jacket Batiallion :

These instructions are to be kept secret, and no one is allowed to.

know the objects of your movements, except yourself.

True copy. [Signed.] Louis Bush, Assistant Adjutant General.

Lieut. G.J. Deblakc, Acting Adjutant.

And still further we find the followinc-, as if the first order

was not sufficiently severe :
*

Headquarters, Forces South of Red River, }

Vermillionyllle, June 15, 18G3. \

Special Orders, No.

—

In addition to the special instructions given you in orders bearing:

data the 12th instant, the following instructions are added for yoor

guidance, viz :

I. All disaffecte I persons, jayhawkers, etc., caught with arms, or proven

to have been in arms against the Confederate authorities, should be shot

without delay on the spot, when taken. No prisoners* are to be takei*

from among the ringleaders of the gang.

II. In cases not covered by the above parrgraphs when you havp rea

son to believe that the parties are concerned in connection with any o£

these gangs, but entertain a reasonable doubt as to the guilt of thes*-

parties, you will hold them in close arrest, and report^the case to Head-

quarters with such evidence as may exist.

III. No prisoners, except those mentioned, should be taken. Such a*

are not sufficiently guilty to deserve punishment, must be liberated.

and, if conscripts, ordered to report to Camp Pratt, forthwith, with \h&

injunction, that if you overtake them again, they will be executed o*
the spot.

IV. The object of your mission, as explained iu previoug orders, is te>

break these gangs of outlaws, robbers, and jayhawkers, and to ereeat*

all those found in arms, and especially the ringleaders. It has. betide*,

in view, to force all conscripts, if necessary, by compulsion and force ef

arms.

V. You will from time to time report to Headquarters giving fall

details of your operations.

3y order of Brigadier-General ALFRED MOUTON,
[Signed.] Louis Bu8H, Assistant Adjutant General.
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Tolfnjor G.A. Fournet. Commit adiiu/ Ydlow Jacket Battalion :

Theise instructions are to be kept secret. No one is allowed to know

the object of your movements, except yourself.

[Signed. Lours Bush, Assistant Adjutant General.

True copy. Lieut. (J. J. Deblanc. Acting Adjutant.

Such was the rigor with which these men were hunted,

whose ouly crime was in desiring not to fight in the ranks

of the Confederacy. Their reasons were many. A few

might have had a devotion for the old lino- and their country.

Others would hardly be anxious to tight on the side of their

oppressors. But whatever was their excuse it availed noth-

ing. Driven to this point, they had sought refuge in the

woods and the protection of their riiles. They knew to he

captured, was death, and they resolved to sell their lives as

dearly as possible. Thus for two long years had some of

ihese men camped out, never daring to go beyond their

woody haunt, and ever on the watch for the "hunters.'"

They had learned of the arrival of the Union forces, and

had come in to offer their services as scouts and spies. Each

hail a wrong to avenge and was anxious for an opportunity.

"They still continued to wear their ragged dress, and on no

account could they he persuaded to part with their old rusty

guns for new pieces. Some of them latterly proved efficient

as scouts, and rendered good service to our Generals. Their

appearance was highly grotesque and could not have been

excelled by the company of fantastic, dragoons which offered

themselves to Washington in the early days of the Revolution.

T>ruddier-General William Dwight has assumed command

•ot our Brigade, which now consists of the Twenty-Ninth

Maine, Cue Hundred and Fourteenth, One Hundred and
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Sixteenth, One Hundred and lfiiiy-Third, iiud'Oiic Hundred

and Sixty-Fast New York Volunteers.

'ienerai Banks and Start' rode through the camps and were

.loudly cheered. The regiment was paid to-day. All are in

high spirits over a campaign so favorably began.

March -Still in bivouac. The Sixteenth Corps ha?

gone up the. rive?', and the Thirteenth moved on to our

•trout.

March 28.—Moved at ten A. M. The roads were bad and

tin trains got along but slowly. Saw immense heaps of

cotton half burned and smouldering. Tin: country grows

Aligner. Saw the first rocks and running water which we
have met .in Louisiana. They were greeted with shouts of

joy, as the country looked so unlike the tract bordering on

ilw ii\\\{\ and the immense prairies over which we had passed.

One cau hardly describe our feelings of delight as the heavy

pine timbered land and rugged hills broke upon our view

—

and also, a brook of running water. They contrasted strangely

after having spent eighteen months in the monotonous "Louis-

iana low-lands, low!" They seemed rather like Chenango.

These woods are the out-croppings of the celebrated " Finey

Woods," so famous throughout the State. In these woods the

wealthier classes have summer residences, but now they are

used as a retort for those who run their slaves away from the

devouring grasp of the Yankees. These woods extend over a

tract of country seventy-five miles square, and in time of

neaee were noted for the manufacture of turpentine and tar.

We encamped in these woods, and were obliged to use every

precaution against the spreading of fire in the dry brush.

We are now off the river and will not again come to it until

•we arrive at Shreeveport, if our expedition proves a success.

a
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March 29.—Very dry and dusty. The marches are almost

unendurable from the dust, which is six inches deep. One

can scarcely see twenty yards ahead. The sun scalds and the

troops straggle considerably. It is strange how surroundings

will change the natures of men, and much truth, is in Hamlet's

remark on the grave digger wiio sings at grave making and

jolts the skull about as if it were " Cain's jaw bone who did

the first murder," " Custom hath made him the property of

easiness," and, "The hand of little employment hath the

daintier sense." During our terrible march to-day under the

hot sun which seems to scorch with all the fury of its con-

centrated rays, many of the men of the regiments,Fnew in

campaign, although claiming to be " veterans," fell out by

the wayside totally unable to proceed. Some of them had

thrown away their knapsacks and blankets, and even then

unable to keep up, sunk down overpowered and overcome.

Two years ago the men of our regiment would have sympa-

thized with these sufferers, but now they passed them with

all manner of ribald jests, laughing at their veteran stripes

and ridiculing their iatigue.

As our regiment was resting, and the men lying quietly in

the shade by the roadside, a tall, gaunt, woebegone looking

son of Maine, came limping along with a shovel. One of our

men accosted him as he passed, "Stranger, don't look so

sober, you wont have to dig your own grave, ice detail

men for that." It was not long before the veteran's stripes

were all taken off, and the "veteran" on the knapsack like-

wise dropped. The men had ridiculed them into this. It ii

a hard place in the army for one to "put on airs" and not

get laughed or hooted at. To a stranger passing along the

.line of our regiment it would be hard for him to decide what
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n-grment it was, our men had so* thoroughly supplied

themselves with the new "four dollar knapsad^" which.

these other regiment's had thrown a'way—for there were

mora wearing tlie numbers Iwenty^Mntn Maine, llnrtiet

h

Maine, — 1 One Hundred and • Fifty-Third Kew York, than

of the iTg'me:rt to which they really belonged. The men

who had

su''. ;—soon d
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to render them unfit for use, and so they had

I

r "0.—Broke camp at 7 A. M., and marched through

y timbered, broken country, sparsely settled. Occa-

sionally we would come to a clearing in the woods, and find

ome solitary "squatter 7' in a small cabin, working a few

acres of land, apparently with success barely sufficient to

support his family. A few of these people seem to be tinc-

tured with Indian blood, and are a sickly looking class with

black hair and eyes. A fire raging in the timber some miles

away would occasionly burn down a huge tree, which would
sound like distant and heavy artillery ; nor for a long time

could we be persuaded that it was not such.

Mir.-h ST.—Marched to Cane River nm\ halted for the

pontoon to be laid. A pontoon train is an important, auxib

nary to the movements ofan army in a country so intcrsperced

with bayous as Louisiana, Our train consists of a great

number oi' large, heavy wagons, which to the casual observer

would appear to be laden with lumber. A regiment of ne-

groes is attached to this train. The " lumber " is so nicely
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fitted that it can be, in a few moments, put together—form-

ing boats—the length of which may be fifteen feet. These

boats are anchored in the stream, lengthwise, and planking,

likewise transported in the train, is placed on the boats,

forming a good and substantial bridge. The rapidity with

,

which a stream can thus be made passible for troops and

trains is surprising. Its object gained, it is as quickly taken

up and replaced on the wagons.

This Cane Rirer, has many traditions relating to it, but it

seems to be a settled question, that it was formerly the

channel of the Red River, which a century ago, in one of

those unexplained freaks common to rivers, entirely changed

its course, leaving towns which had hitherto derived much
advantage from boating and rafting, quite out of the world

as regards its communication with the important points above

and below. The banks are high and perpendicular, and the

action of water shows that in time gone by, Tiber like, it was
" chafing in its banks," and was a powerful stream. But its

glory has departed, and it is hardly navigable for the

smallest flat-boats.

We have seen immense piles of cotton burning. General

Taylor ordered his rear guard to burn all the cotton, and if

the owners refused to move it out, to burn the gins likewise.

Every few miles mouldering masses might be seen and occa-

sionally the ruins of out buildings wherein it was stored.

Passed Cloutierville, which is situated on the bank of the

deserted river. This, like the "villes" generally in this re-

gion, is composed of Haifa dozen houses, a store and church,

but never a school house. There seems to be a dearth of in-

stitutions of learning thruughout the State, and country
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aehool houses which so thickly dot every town in the North,

are here almost unknown.

Had those people who sit quietly in the shady nooks

of Chenango, and plan such excellent campaigns and fight

decisive battles ; who censure without mercy the " blunders of

the army" and lament over their taxes and their "great sac-

rifices of means," been obliged to tramp along with blistered

feet, through the clouds of dust, and in the excessive heat, as

we have to-day, they might have discovered that the " sac-

rifice" was not theirs alone. There is a difference between

campaigning in bar-rooms, and in the field ; between bread

and butter ami feather beds, and dusty roads and hard tack.

Hut our people will never fully appreciate this difference.

We often hear complaints of the wearisome journey in

the lumbering • old' stage, from Utica to Norwich.

Try it on foot some hot day in July, in a cloud of dust, with

blistered feet, with a canteen of muddy water and a haver-

sack of stale brea'd !

Hardly ever before has the suffering been greater than to-

*lay. It was dusty almost to suffocation. It was impossible

tor one to recognize his nearest ueighbor. It is absolutely a

fact that two men of the same group, who, at the evening

nalt, went into the river to wash, did not know each other

until the masks of dirt were washed from their faces.

AjtU I.—Moved at an early hour, and after a few miles

march, again crossed the river to the left bank. Made about .

twenty miles and all along saw .smoking piles of cotton.

April 2.—At 8:20 A. M., the column was in motion. Re-

orossed the river, marched about six miles and arrived at

Natchitoches, the drums beating and the colors living.

.Moved a mile beyond the river, to the hills, and went into
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bivcnac. *7atehitoehes, pronounce J (^ack-a-tosh, J 3a,

claim: 1 to 1 d the oldest town in the State, and is said fb

have been biiilt by the Spanish, bcibre the Red changed It?

course. Since that thnb it has grael iaITy declined, and sdv
presents a stagnation in IkislnesS which wcrdd naturally fol-

low, the sudden wrem hing away of it:; commercial faculties

The nearest point on the Red, is Grand Eeore, five mile?

distant.

Located a: "rntohltoehes is the eonvent of the • "'Sacred

Heart/ 1
a Catholic institution for young ladies. The build-

ing presents an imposing appearance,. and the school seems

to be in a thriving condition. It was visited by General

Banks end several other officers. A poition of the rebel

rear guard was surprised and captured in the town. Among
them was a Captain Todd, who claimed kindred with Mrs.

Lincoln, as a cousin, only twice removed.

April 3.—Remained in bivouac. The foraging propensities

of the men ha? again broken one with renewed energy. The

camp lias been literally strewn with pigs, sheep, chickeos^

tnrkies and geese! The orders against foraging have re-

laxed, from the fact that two men of one of the TVestera

regiments were murdered by some citizens, a mile or so ont

in the country. By direction of the Commanding General

the houses and buildings in that vicinity were burned, and

little restraint is now put on the men.

April 4.—»The camp was turned out to-day to receive the

Commanding General and his Lieutenants, among whom
were Franklin, Smith, Lee and Dwight. General Banks ad-

dressed a few words to each of the regiments and was re-

ceived with cheers.

April 5.—Still resting in bivouac. The weather continues
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fine. In the evennig the band of the One Hundred and

Fifty-third Xew York serenaded us. At a late hour re-

ceived orders to move on the morrow.

April 0.—Left Natchitoches at 8:50. Marched all day in

the pine woods, through ravines, up and down small hills.

The country grows more rolling and broken. Passed some

settlements with the poorest kind of habitations. Saw some

Indian families residing in thatched huts; Our Corps halted

and the Thirteenth moved in advance. Did not get into

bivouac until 9 P. Ml, having marched about eighteen miles.

April 7.—This woody march begins to be as monotonous

as were the prairies. To one riding in the rear, the advanc-

ing column, as it winds and turns along the crooked road,

over the hills and through the ravines, appears like a huge

serpent dragging itself lazily along. The houses are very

poor, much like our barns and hog pens. The chimnies are

built of sticks and wood. Indians seem to form quiet a pro-

portion of the settlers. At 5:30 P. M., we arrived at Pleas-

Ant Hill, and went into bivouac. Our cavalry had quite a

aharp skirmish witkthe rebel rear guard. Several killed and

wounded on both sides.

Pleasant Hill deserves a notice. It is the largest clearing

we have met in the "Piney Woods," on a beautiful mound.

There are some delightful residences here. This is one of th« .

favorite summer resorts of the wealthy. It is a charming

place and must be almost a paradise, as a protection against

the excessive heat of the lower country. We are told that

in "peace-times" it was the scene of luxury and fashion, and
that the woods wore made to ring with music and dancing-

There is something romantic in penetrating a dense forest

'.hundreds of miles, and almost beyond the pale of ciiilha-
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tion, and establishing for a time, as it were, a little world of

fashionable revelries. The back woodsman and half-breecf

settlers must have gazed with astonishment on the seem.

ing frivolities of these aristocratic visitors. Appearances

indicated that for long years to come there would not "be

heard at Pleasant Hill, the sound of mirth or the soft music

of its former days.





CHAPTER XXI.

Prepare yon, Generals !

The enemy comes on in gallant show ;

Their bloody sign of battle is hnng ont.

And something must be done immediately.—Shakspeare.

ISED EIVEE CAMPAIGN—SABINE CROSS ROADS. *

MOltSlXG MARCH—PREPARATIONS FOR ErV'OUAC—ORDERED TO THE FRONT—A BATTLE

PROGRESSING—VB BECOME ENGAGED—STAMPEDE OF CAVAI.RT—SITUATION

—

f>«rTION—ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIRST NEW YORK—FORTY-SEVENTH PENN-

• YLVANU.—FURIOUS ATTACK OF THE ENEMY—LIEUTENANT-COLONEL 1IORSK

fcrOCXDKD—REPULSE—TUB BATTLE RAGES—A REBEL ADVANCE—THE RESULT

—

ttENKRAf, MOUToN KILLED—DARKNESS ENDS THE FIGHT—OFFICIAL REPORT—RE-
TREAT—COMMENT*—BANKS COMFLIMENT8 THE FIRST DIVISION.

April .->.—The Thirteenth Corps passed vis at an early

hour. We moved at 8:50. Marching in the woods until three

I*. M., when we were ordered into bivouac in a clearing on

the right hand side or* the road. Just as we were putting up

our tents, orders came to fall in quickly and move forward.

The sound of artillery reached our ears, and after pushing

forward a mile, the rattle of musketry could he distinctly

heard. We continued to march at a rapid rate, and soon

came ujmhi the train headed towards the rear. A little further

»», we met crowds of negroes and camp followers, and every-

thing appeared in confusion. Some of the cavalry, broken

:oid disorganized^ with portions of the advanced infantry

came rushing back, with only one thought, that of gutting

•{uiofcly to the rear. Our column pressed steadily on, almost

Called by OvuerMi Branki in hi* report "Pleasant Grote."
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fighting its way through this retreating mass, which grew

more of a mol) as we advanced. The reports of these

routed men- were exaggerated, and even ludicrous. The

cavalry claimed to have been sacrificed to the "last-man,"

and the Thirteenth Corps was without a "man left to tell

the tale." It was evident to us .that fright was the ruling

element with them, and that they were fleeing from imagin-

ary rather than real dangers. A stampeded army will not

listen to reason. The only thought of these fugitives was to

rum on, each for himself, leaving arms, equipments, and hag-

gage behind.

The rattle of musketry, as it came nearer and nearer, told

us that not only a routed and broken army of our own was

to be precipitated on our column, but that the enemy, flushed

with an easy victory, would soon be hurled upon us. General

Emory, lelecting a good position, fded the column to the

right, halted, fronted, and prepared to receive the enemy.

The First Brigade formed the center of our line
;
parallel

with the line of the advancing force, and where the brunt of

the attack was expected. In the disposition of regiments,

the Twenty-Ninth Maine had the left ; One Hundred and

Fourteenth, the center ; One Hundred r^nd Sixteenth, the

right. The One Hundred and Fifty-Third and One Hundred

and Sixty-First, were detached from the line of battle.

The Second Brigade was on our right flank, its line formed

obliquely to the rear. The Third Brigade hohliug a corres-

ponding position on our left. This disposition of our troops

was quickly and judiciously made.

In our front was a cleared field of nearly five hundred

yards in depth, then a thick wood. Although the retreating

cavalry and troops of the Thirteenth Corps were rushing fran-
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i

tically across the field, and endeavoring to 'break through

our lines hi the precipitate flight, the enemy had not yet

emerged from, the woods, nevertheless,
t
he was pouring well

directed vollies into the retreating and disorganized force-

It was a trying moment for our line. We were obliged to

reserve bur fire, fearful of killing our own men, and yet at

the same time suffering from the srallinGf fire of the <?ncmv.

The One Hundred and Sixty-First. Regiment, Xew York

Volunteers, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel X'insey,

was senG forward to the wood, to reconnoitre, and tempo-

rarily cheek the enemy, until the stampeded cavalry and

broken infantry could get to Che rear. This regiment did its

work effectually. It had moved nearly across the clearing,

when the enemy emerged from the woods, and in such force

that Colonel Kinsey was obliged to retreat, which he did in

a most handsome andsoldir-like manner. His regiment kept

its line nobly
; loading, halting, and delivering its lire to the

rear with the coolness and precision of target pratiee. The
One Hundred and Sixty-First, on reaching our line, moved to

the flank, and gave our Brigade an opportunity to finish the

work it had begun. The enemy now advanced in a defiant

manner, evidently unaware of our position, as we were cov-

ered in front by a heavy rail fence, and in rear by a dense

wood. Our whole Brigade line waited patiently until the

advancing line was clearly visible and then delivered such a

volley as is seldom beard. It seemed like the discharge of

one piece. Its effect was instantaneous. The line was
cheeked, and put in retreat. The rattle of our musketry
now hvcime deafening, and the slaughter of the rebels ter-

rible, hciorethey could again reach the cover of the woods.

The reception was one they had not expected, and the sud-
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den check disconcerted 'them. A few moments later they

again made the attempt with no better success. They now

threw a heavy force on the right of our Brigade. Our right

was supported by the Second Brigade ; its left regiment on

our immediate right being the Forty-Seventh Pennsylvania,

numbering nearly one thousand men. At the first onset of

the eaemy, this regiment gave way and retreated in con-

fusion. This left the One Hundred and Sixteenth^ Xew^-
York, the right of the First Brigade, exposed to a flank

movement, but the commanding officer of the right company

of that regiment seeing this, instantly changed frontibrward

and thereby arrested a disaster which might have been very

serious. Still the enemy bore heavily on our right flank and

kept up a raking fire from that point. At this moment Lieu-

tenant-Colonel Morse, commanding the One Hundred and

Fourteenth Regiment, was severely wounded in the arm

while actively engaged in encouraging the line, and was
obliged to leave the field. Major Curtis now took charge of

the battalion and fought it bravely.

The furious attack on our right wns repelled by the earnest

lighting of the right regiments of the First Brigade and the

portion of the Second Brigade which remained unbroken; a

portion of which was the One Hundred and Sixtieth Regi_

merit Xew York, which bore an excellent reputation as one

of the regiments of the "Weitzel Brigade.
1

'' In this case,

as in former times, when put to the test, it did its work man-

fully, and oidy the hearty co-operation of it with our line,

saved the enemy from a successful flank movement—which

the breaking ot the Pennsylvania regiment had given so

ample an opportunity. After the battle, the commanding

oflicer of the One llnndred and Sixtieth, Lieutenant-Colonel
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Van Petten, said to the writer of these pages, " When in the

* Old Brigade ' with the One Hundred and Fourteenth, and

other regiments of sterling worth, if I had post on the flank.

I knew the center was all right, and if my position was

central I never feared for the flanks ; but now, my time is

equally occupied in the charge of my own regiment and

watching the flanks and center, which I find are liable to

give way, as was the case last evening." The repulse of

this flanking force was received with prolonged cheers by

the victors. It was nearly dark. Our line remained quiet,

awaiting further developments of the enemy. Soon, a party

of horsemen were seen slowly approaching, over the open '

ficl<L The faint light of departing day, and the clouds of

smoke which were settling around us, rendered it impossible

f<»r us to distinguish friend from foe. Captain Mathews,.

Assistant Adjutant General of the Brigade, thought the party-

was our own, which had been sent to reconnoitre the posi-

tion of the enemy. Their nearer approach soon disabused

him of this opinion, and he directed them to halt. " Fed-

erals, by ft—d," cried one of the party, wheeling his horse

at the same time. "Fire," was the order, and instantly the

saddles of that fated party were emptied, and not one of the

party ever returned to their comrades in the woods. This

lingular movement was explained to the writer of these pages
by a Colonel of a Texas regiment, and later corroborated by
other prisoners. It seems that the Confederates in their de-

termined effort to force our right flank concerted a plan with

those in the woods, that, should the attempt prove success-

ful, a prolonged "yell," should signalize the event. The
attacking party, however, being handsomely repulsed, our

men sent up the shout, which the Confederates in the woods-
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thought to be theirsignal of victory. Under this impression

tfie cavalry force was thrown carlessly forward until the

volley or Federal musketry told them how fatally they were

inistakem This closed the battle ; not a shot was fired after.

Darkness undoubtedly hastened its end, but the enemy was

so severely puiil-hcd that he would hardly have attempted

to rally again. The Confederates retired into the woods,

leaving their dead and and wounded on the field—where like-

wise were those of the Federal forces. In the strHness of

the nighfe we could hear every movement of the euemy in

the woods, The organization, which is so important a part

of war, after a great battle occupied his attention, and the

calling, of rolls and assembling of companies could be dis-

tinctly heard. The vast supply train which he had captured

from, the cavalry and Thirteenth Corps, gave extra issues of

hard-taek to the men and of whiskey to the officers. In this

engagement,Brigadier-General Alfred Mouton, Commanding

a Division of the enemy, was killed. Positions render it

highly probable that he met his death at the hands of some

member of our regiment. He was a brother of the Ex-Gov-,

ernor, of whom we have before spoken,- and in one of our

expeditions «p the Teche we paid a visit to the General's

plantation, and it would not be remarkable if at this day

there are in the hands of some members of the regiment,

mementoes of our call at the General's residence. We lay

on our arms until midnight, when we were ordered to move.

We here subjoin the Official Report of this battle, which

Is called by our Generals, "Sabine Cross Roads ;" but by

the enemy, "Mansfield." It may appropriately assume

either of the name.-, as the cress roads to Sabine Riser form

at the town of Mansfield, which is five miles from the scene
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«,f tTie c-ngr^iEitt V7V vfcre at talis time aboiit tliii'ty mites

B «a S&^ppi ill w tlig paSh of tfo Sot?.

TTeadotTATTFEtts rl4TTi Regiment "M. Y". Vols. )

&OAED Ecore, La., Apiiel 12, 1864. >

i'APT.viN 0:-Lvt:ii- Kats*ews, Assistant Adjutant GtMeral, First*

2it£k*Jtii£l, 1;^«.h; QiVISION, iNI2x'ETEENTII AiiAlT V.OHPS :

CArTAirT: —In e'--.iiLp"Ii«.iico with orders from Headquarters First Brig-

a'lv &:':, bearing :

"
- lite, I kayo the honor to report the part taken

fry tTi^Op... H>in !- 7 ;-•-: For.aleeTit.il E^lmcnt Few'TVrhjVoluriteors,

in fhr^attle nf ?::"'*-»,-
•• S^r, T^oaos, on the rrori"nr cf the 8th instant.

The rvrirrM-ut wr,
T

« r'-" v f?ror>>>s of the First Division, left Natchitoches

os eke moraine (-r iNesday, Ipril Oth; at eight o'clock and twenty

nunuc«*&. AM Mar Pi 3L, of tins day, the battalion remained as an

«ase0E€ to Baitvrj 1^ ESsfc United States Artillery, and did not arrive in

hfcrn-ir-nntu nine W. _ T. Gloved at 3:20 the day following, and marched

nearly one (I) *mk b -y-ad Pleasant Hill. At three P. M. of the 8th,

|m*fantti»as were"- made for bivouac. At this hour received orders to

wore fo>rward„ ISecressmenced the march ; moved nearly sis (6) miles-

*ka double quick step; found the road almost entirely blocked up with

retreaxiag teams and disorganized cavalry. Made the march in one

Iionr and thirty minutes, (1:30).

Found the Thirteenth Corj s retreating: in great confusion, followed

fey * perfect stampede of cavalry. Formed line on the right of the

toad,holdingthe center, with the One Hundred and Sixteenth New York

oa the right ; Twenty-Ninth Maine on the left. Occupied this position

daring the engagement. In front was an open field of several hun-

dst**-! yards depth, skirted by thick woods. Our line was formed in rear

of a. r.dl f*-r»ee, affording us some protection. At 5:30* Lieutenant-Colo-

eei MV»n?e. the then commanding officer of the battalion, received a

jrrra*W wnundin the right arm and was obliged to retire from the

field. I succ«*-ded Mm in command. The regiment delivered its rire

with n-adin^ss and precision, and the conduct of both officers and men
oathis t^mfeftx, wu>;ul that I could ask. At dark the enemy in our

front. wa.sc(>nipl July repulsed. Later, General Dwight, in person, gave

order* fux a, chain, of picket^ to bo tiirown out, which was done in the
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following manner : Two (2) commissioned officers and fifty (50) men
were detached, and a chain thrown out about two hundred yards in

front of the line, connecting- with the One Hundred and Sixteenth New
York on our right, and the Twenty-Ninth Maine, on our left. This was

-done under supervision of my Adjutant, who reported, on its completion,

to General Dwight. Receiving orders to advance my line, it was ac-

cordingly moved forward about twenty yards, which was as far a3 could

be done with safety. The cries of the wounded could be heard in the

front, and men of the One Hundred and Sixty-First New York, weie

calling for aid from their comrades. We could render them no assist-

ance without exposing our position, contrary to orders,

The enemy could be distinctly heard in the woods, forming compa-

nies, calling rolls, &c, and once, the clear tones of the bugle, sounding

cavalry calls. This information was promptly reported to the General.

At twelve, midnight, the picket was called in, and the regiment

retired with the forces.

The One Hundred and Fourteenth entered this battle with eighteen

»(18) commissioned officers, and three hundred and seventy-one (371)

tailisted men, as its effective strength. Its casualties in the engagement

were as follows, viz :

Lieutenant-Colonel Henry B. Morse, right arm, severe.

First Lieutenant Norman M. Lewis, Company C, right arm. flesh.

First Lieutenant Edwin O. Gibson, Company D, leg, slight.

Private Charles Adams, Company B, thigh, severe ; Privates Solomon

White, Company C, face, severe ; John Hanrahan, Company C, face,

•severe ; Corporal Edward Lewis, Company D, head, slight; Private

Joseph Smith, Company E, thigh, severe*; Corporal Eugene M. Utley,

Company F, head, slight : Private James A. Locke, Company 1, breast,

severe, left in the hands of the enemy.*

The foregoing report is respectfully submitted.

O. H. CURTIS,

Major Commanding Regiment.

Otliciai Copy ; E. P. Pellf/T, Adjutant."

'Died of wounds.
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Our retreat, which began at midnight, continued until

al>out eight A. M., of the 9th, when we arrived at Pleasant

Hill. AVe could undoubtedly have held our ground at the

Cross Roads, but as the Cavalry and Thirteenth Corps were

so thoroughly demoralized, and the Sixteenth and Seven-

teenth Corps not having come up, it was considered neces-

sary to retire. The result partook of a victory and defeat

on both sides. The cavalry force with an immense train, had

blundered on the enemy, been attacked and driven back.

The Thirteenth Corps was put forward to its relief, but like-

wise encumbered with an immense train, and losing in an

early part of the engagement, a portion of its artillery—and

being pressed by a victorious enemy, soon yielded and finally

tied in confusion. At this stage of affairs the First Division

of the Nineteenth Corps arrived on the ground under all the

adverse circumstances which attend such a route, and saved

the army from utter ruin. Had the enemy pushed on a few

miles further without check, the entire subsistence and ammu-
nition trains of the land forces must have fallen into his hands,

and at such a distance from the base of our supplies, starva-

tion and capture of our army must have followed. The
people fix the responsibilty of this failure, on Major-General

Hanks. It is true, he, as the Commanding General, was
responsible for the expedition, but it has been questioned by
men high in authority, whether the disaster in this immediate
battle, was not the result of the gross neglect on the part of
the cavalry and advance Corps commanders. It is evident

that tin- general disposition of the troops, when marching

through an enemy's country, was badly made, and had the

different Corps been within supporting distance of each

oilier, instead of fighting a greatly superior force by detail, a
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different result would have crowned the work. Whetherthe

watchful bye of Congress, through kz committees, will ever

fully decide on this miserable failure, sufficiently

distribute i:h^ census a'i ftmg tIio.se deserving it, remains to

be seen' Certainly, :he bravery of the Commanding General

cannot bo qui i i 1, fur he was ofJSVa n iii the thickest

of the light, Latins and cncoia-agi

„ 1- T"" « ,,,11^, ! ,V-<- -,-. ^ r>1 w ,,.-,

lIICiH i.iU',2 Iviv: Lv^i LiLlLC Li

the tvoof
- -i

!». Gene^

fig]u'"o 1111 ;•, per-

ac tions Oi their

' "5 bill 1 Li tarn-

commands.

Theloss-to :

peded cavalry and -advanced infantry Suffered considerably.

General Ransom, commanding tbe Thirteenth Corps, was se-

1 in the leg, requiring amputation, during the

rent." The troops of the Nineteenth Corps

maintained their organizations fully during the night march,

and brought off a greater portion of their wounded, while

those of the other Corps and cavalry, almost without excep-

tion, fell into the hands of the enemy.

It is a. noteworthy tact, tluit after our arrival on the field,

not a single discharge of artillery was heard, a singular con-

trast with our first battle at Fort Bisland, in which artillery

was almost exclusively used.

We cannot close the account of this battle -without sub-

miting the report of the same made by Major-General Banks

to the Secretary of War, regarding the part taken by the

First Division of the Nineteenth Corps :

"Brig-Gen. W. II. Eraory, commanding First Division Nineteenth

Corp.", had been early noli fieri of the condition of the affairs and di-

rected to advance as rapidly as possible and form a line of battle in the

strongest position he could select, to support the troops in retreat and
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check the advance of the enemy. The order to advance found hira

seven miles to the rear of the first battle ground. He assumed a pos-

ition at Pleasant Grove, about three miles from the Cross Roads, on the

edge of the woods commanding an open field sloping to the front. Tb»

101st New York Volunteers, Lieut.-Col. Kinsey commanding, were

deployed as skirmishers and ordered to the foot of the hill, upon the

v\i-ut of which, tho line was formed to cover the rear of the retreating

forces, to cheek the pursuit* of the enemy, and give time for the forma-

tion of the troops.

" Gen. Dwight, commanding the First Brigade, formed his troops

ftcro»s the road Upon which the enemy was moving, commanding the

"?*-n nVid in front, the Third Brigade, Col. Benedict commanding',

formed"to the left, and the Second Brigade, Gen. McMiilin, in reserve.

TK<* Hne was scarcely formed when the 161st New York Volunteers

were attacked and diivon in. The right being threatened, a portion

of McMillin'j Brigade formed on the right of Gen. Dwight. The fire

of our troops was reserved until the enemy was at close quarters, when
the whole line opened upon them with most destructive volleys of mus-
k-try. Th<« action lasted an hour and a half. The enemy was repulsed

with vary great slaughter. During the fight a determined effort was
made to turn our left flank, which was defeated* Prisoners reported
the lo&g of the enemy in officers and men to be very great. Gen. Moo-
Uitt v»w killed in the first onset. Tliis attack was made with great

•v spt-ration: apparently with the idea, that the dispersion of our forces

- - i point would end the campaign, and with the aid of the steadily

.; river, leaving the fleet of transports and gunboats in their
i.&n* *r compel their destruction. Nothing could surpass in impela-,
*a? i.i»? RHKnlt of the enemy, but the inflexible steadiness and valor
out (Thop*. The First Division of the Nineteenth Corps, by \t» <yrtat
"..-,. ii% thiinctian, mud the army and navy. But for the successful

r*»U«sc« to the attack of the enemy at Pleasant Grove, the attack of
she i-nettiy with increased force could not have been successfully resisted

Ml w qaefUoaed by the writer of these pages whether this is not * mista**.
«m-c rsl Banks probably means the right Hank Instead of the left.

I

N
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at Pleasam Hill on the 9th of April. We occupied the battle grounds

»t night.

" From Pleasant Grove, where this action occurred, to Pleasant Hill,

was 15 miles. It was certain that the enemy, who was within reach

•of re-inforcements, would renew the attack in the morning, and it was

wholly uncertain whether the command of Gen. Smith would reach the

position we held in season for a second engagement. For this reason,

the army, toward morning, fell back to Pleasant Hill, Gen. Emory
eorering the rear, burying the dead, bringing off tb.6 wounded, and all

the material of the army.
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CHAPTER XXII.

14 Noiv-one the better ; then another be»t

;

Both tagging to be the victors, breast to braast,

Yet neither conqueror, nor conquered. "

—

Shaksjxare.

RED RIVER CAMPAIGN" PLEASANT HILL.

** ^tJtAIA.NT 1IU.L—Tin: SIXTIETH CORPS—BRAGGADOCIA—THE BNEMT FOLLOWS U»

w»«-w rdtmOK-movement to tub left—shelling—a furious attack—

rmrisu to^ition—front and rear attacked—thrilling scenes—terrific

r*uaXJSQ—PRISONERS—A SINGULAR COINCIDENCE—ON THE PICKET LINE—HEART-

«2tN»IWO CBNM—THE HORRORS OP WAR—CREDIT TO THB FIRST DIVISION—

•OWaACB TO COWARDS—CASUALTIES IN THE ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH

—

OMLOMSXi BEN EDICT—" LE3 MI3ERABLES "—BA^KS ON THE BATTLE—REBEL PRJ-

W'OM-" BROTHER AQAIN3T BROTHER. ''—ARRIVAL AT GRAND ECORB.

Aru.lL 9.—The morning sun, succeeding this wearisome

night march, and battle, found us again at Pleasant Hill.

Oa entering the opening in the woods, we formed line of

tattle, as the enemy was reported pressing our rear guard..

M-ikjng, however, no demonstration upon us, we moved to

*H* rvar, occupying the same ground as when we were mov-
*-»;» n\» two days previous. Here we made a halt, and the

Sixteenth Corps marched past us, to the front. The men
wens i<»ud in their declarations as to what they were going

t® da, §a\ ihg "the boys have come, now, that the rebs cairt

W}*4v/' '"you tellers won't see us coming back like you did,*!

* mVU just clean them out, " tfec. Our men bore these taunts

quietly, in fact they were too" much wearied by their long

march to care for these insults. We waited, and ere night-

fill had a complete chance to vindicate our honor, as well as
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put these boasters to shame, for out of their own mouths they

were condemned.

About twelve o'clock our Brigade was ordered to the ex-

treme right of the line. We marched over broken country,

and through thick vml tangled wood?, and took up our posi-

tion- We had very little to do, except to *watch for the

enemy, who was supposed to design an attack on this quar-

ter. Artillery filing "began on the left, the shells, solid shot,

grape and canister scattering thickly around us. They were

evidently random shots, as the enemy could hardly have known

our position, and yet they came often so fearfully near ns

to render our position very uncomfortable; A scattering ftrt?

of musketry was also heard, but by this the line was not dis-

turbed. We remained thus, until about four o'clock P. M-,

when orders were received that the enemy was apparently

massing his force on our left, and directed the First Brigade

to repair hastily to that quarter. This movement gave our

Brigade the extreme left of our Division line, with the regi-

ments in the following order: One Hundred and Sixteenth

New York, right; One Hundred and Fifty-ThirdNew York,

right center ;
One Hundred and Fourteenth, left center, and

Twenty-Ninth Maine, left. The One Hundred and Sixty-First ,

New York was detached. The Sixteenth Corps had formed

its line in our front, extending some distance below our left

flank ; thus the point where the most furious attack was ex-

pected, was protected by two lines of battle. About five

o'clock the Sixteenth Corps which was directly in our front,

became heavily engaged with the enemy, and after obstinate

fighting for halfan hour, a portion of it broke in confusion,

and retreated in dismay over our line. Here again was a

-trying time for our men, but they stood bravely, the officers
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even trying to rally the disorganized troops, but without

much success. The manner in which they were pressed

back, and the shouts of the advancing enemy, soon reminded

us that we must direct our attention to arresting his pro-

gress, or our line would soon be in like confusion. That

portion of the Sixteenth Corps which had been immediately

engaged fell back, its extreme line however, had not yet

become engaged. The Division of the Nineteenth Corps,

was now all against which the enemy had to contend. It

was formed in a semi-circle, the flanks not exceeding five

hundred yards apart. The exultant foe, came on with shouts,

and when within an hundred yards, we opened a volley of

musketry which had the effect of temporarily checking the

advance. It was, however, momentary. Recovering him-

m If, the enemy again advanced in a steady line, and was

again repulsed. Seeming to abandon the idea of breaking

our line by charging, he halted within good musket range,

and a constant and rapid fire was kept up for nearly an hour.

To add to our annoyance, the enemy which was pitted

against the extreme right flank of our division, occupied an-

elevated position, and invariably firing over those against

, whom lie was contending, his shots were making havoc on

*mr flanks. At times it was impossible to tell, whether wc
experienced the hotter fire in our front or rear.

Hie Twenty Ninth Maine, on our left was withdrawn with-

out notice to the commanding officer of our regiment, there-

by leaving our flank entirely exposed. The enemy seeing

this, attempted a movement in this direction, but was sic-

nally foiled, and compelled to give up the effort.

Thus matters continued for nearly two hours, the enemy
occasionally discovering himself/ when sharp fighting would
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be resumed with vigor. The smoke of battle hung over «s

so densely, that the sun was entirely obscured. In the heat

of this fearful crash of musketry, the artillery on both side*

opened a terrific cannonade, which lasted however, but a few

moments. The mingled roar of artillery and musketry ;

the shouts of the exultant, as volley after volley was fired

with fearful effect; the groans of the wounded; the sulphur-

ous smoke, and the day fading into darkness, all tended to

heighten the effect of the thrilling scene. As at Sabm*j*

Cross Roads, night was again the soother of the strife, axs<$

gradually the firing grew less. The awful stillness wMcIi

follows a great battle was only broken by the occasional dis-

charge of a gun in the hands of some over-vigilant soldier,

whose over-tasked imagination tortures a tree or a stump into

an advancing rebel.

Our regiment was now moved a little to the right, occu-

pying the position which had been held by the One Hun&resl

and Fifty-Third New York during the battle, who had retire-vl

a few hundred yards to re-supply themselves with ammuni-

tion. This movement rested our right flank just across %h&

main road leading to the enemy's lines. Presently in tl**>

grey of evening, two horsemen were seen slowly advancing

towards our line. As they approached, an officer of the Orc»

Hundred and Fourteenth stepped a few paces in front of t&s*

line and commanded, " Halt !" They did so promptly, at ih*

same time observing, "Federals." The officer" bid them dis-

mount, and they obeyed, lie then took their arms, and by
the little remaining light of day recognized in one of tfaeia

an old acquaintance, whom, as one of a detachment of four

hundred prisoners, he had assisted to escort from Xeir

Orleans to Fortress Monroe, in July of the last year. Mutuai
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recognition having passed, and the singularity of the coinci-

dence been mentioned, the officer, with a guard, took the

prisoners to the headquarters of Major-General Franklin,

which was about three-quarters of a mile to the rear. Turn-

ing them over to the proper authorities, the General gave

the officer permission to retain the horse and carbine of one

of the prisoners, and at the close of the campaign the former

was turned into the Quartermaster's department, and the lat-

ter sentliome as a trophy.

Shortly after, another mounted man was seen approaching,

and a soldier of Company A demanded his name. Discov-

ering his situation, he simply said, "Federals,'' and turning,

stuck spurs to his horse, but at that moment the chal-

lenger raised bis gun and fired,—and the trooper tumbled

from his horse. Two or three men stepped out and

found the ball had penetrated the hip, causing a deep and

probably fatal wound. One of the men said to him :
" Why

didn't you halt when commanded?" He replied, "I have

been told that you treated your prisoners so badly, that I did

not wish to be taken." lie was moved into a building near

by, and as kindly cared for by our men as the circumstances

would permit, one or two dividing the contents of their hav-

ersacks with him. We subsequently learned that ere day-

light, death put an end to his sufferings.

A picket was thrown forward, that of our regiment occu-

pying a portion of the ground where the Sixteenth Corps
had been posted, and where the fighting had been severe.

As the mg!,t advanced it grew so cold that all were chilled,

and the poor sufferers that were lying wounded on the field

were almost perishing. $

Oh, we can never forget the scenes of that night, arid the
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!

piercing cries of those dying men seem yet mingling in the

air. ' The writer of these pages was charged with the duty

of establishing the picket line, and the memory of the heart-

rending scenes of the advanced posts is yet fresh in his mind.

Before ns was an extensive field, where the Sixteenth Corps

had been posted, and where its line had been broken and

beaten back by the enemy. On this bloody ground were

mingled together both Rebels and Unionists. But a few

hours since they were fighting in almost hand to hand con-

Jlict for the mastery of the field; now, side by side, they lay

dying. The embittered feelings with which they had so

recently contended, had passed away; the spirit of the con-

queror which had so animated them had fled, and approach-

ing .death robbed them of every resentment. It was a

strange wild, heart-rending scene. The wails and cries of

agony which were mingled by these hundreds of sufferers

are still ringing in my ears. Such exclamations as follow

may give a partial description of these horrors. Yonder comes

a voice crying, u Oh, for God's sake bring us some water."
w Where is the Twenty-Fourth Iowa V" " Send some one to

get me." " Fourth Texas, come here." "Twentieth Arkan-

sas, come tor me.'' "Oh, bring me some tire." " My God,

I am dying—are then* any of the Fifteenth Illinois here?"

*Water, water, 7
' and "Fire, tire," "Oh, I am freezing,"

were common and frequent calls. A little further on, and

there comes a muttering voice. Listen. "Forward men,

forward—there they are—fire on them—lie down—there

they come—up and after them—charge them—there they go

—follow them." Look closely at the speaker. In the garb

of a Field officer, there he lies, a ghastly wound in his head.

Poor man, he is delirious and fancies ho is leading his men
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in the heat of action. It is not uncommon, when passing

over fields so strewn with the dying, to find many raving in

such wild delirium; and usually such sufferers fancy that they

are still mingling in the strife with the contending forces. A
sentinel on an advanced post, called me and said, " I have

for sometime, heard something which made ray heart ache.

A short distance in front lies a poor fellow, who kept con-

stantly crying, Oh, my wife, my wife !' " "But," said he,

" for a short time I have not heard him spefck, and I fancy he

may be dead." Such is but a feeble picture of the horrors

of the field after the engagement is over. As long as the

contest rages, and action blinds every tender feeling, we press

on unrelentingly, but when the flush of excitement has passed

away and our overtasked minds relax again to their former

state, then we can pity and sympathize with the sufferings

of the fallen. There is scarcely a soldier but that would

prefer the hottest engagement rather than spend such a night

amid such scenes as we witnessed on the Oth of April.

The troops of the First Division of the Nineteenth Corps

may again take the credit of cheeking the enemy from gain-

ing a very important-position. Had he been allowed to gain

the crest of the hill on which our line was stationed, he

would have taken to himself a position which would have

worked bad results to our army, and likewise secured to him

even more of our artillery than the earlier fortunes of the

day had given him. Our Brigade behaved splendidly, and

theOne Hundred and Fifty-Third, which had neverbefore been

under tire, Avon much credit to itself by the steady and

derisive manner in which it delivered its fire on the enemy.

The Forty-Heventh Pennsylvania, which so disgraced itself at

Sabine Cross Howls, aaain broke its line, but this result
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was said to be due more to the inefficiency of its officer*

than to any want of courage on the part of the men. There

was also a disorganization of one of the regiments of the

Third Brigade, but it sustained a furious attack of the'enemy

and was in a measure suffering from flank and rear fires,

which rendered its position exceedingly perilous. Altogeth-

er, however, the Division sustained its former reputation, and

whether or not marked cases of individual courage were

rewarded, cowardice was severely punished. The following

is an extract from an order, which emanated from the Head-

quarters of the Nineteenth Army Corps, touching the conduct

of officers on this point :

" Major W. H. Gensler ; First Lieutenant and Adjutant Washington

H. R. Hongen, and First Lieutenant William Reese, all of the Forty-

Seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, having been charged by the com-

manding otficer of their Brigade with cowardice in the actions of Sabine

Cross Roads and Pleasant Hill, on the 8th and 9th inst., respectively,

and having tendered their resignations while under such charges, are

hereby dishonorably dismissed the service of the United States, subject

to the approval of the President."

The One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment went into this

action with an effective strength of seventeen commissioned

officers and three hundred and sixty-five enlisted men, with

Major O. II. Curtis commanding, who, in his official report,

says, "The officers and men behaved in a most creditable

manner throughout the engagement."

The casualties were as follows:

Private I.nman Kently, Company A, killed ; Private Elmore Sharp,

Company A, face, slight ; Private James Sherwood, Company C, face

slight ; Private II. A. Crumb, Company D, scalp, slight ; Corporal

Eliaha d. Wilmarth, Company I.*killed ; Corporal J.Q. Perry. Company
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I, face, slight ; Corporal Elbert Widger, Company I, hip ; Corporal

Lucius Barnard, Company K, killed.

The regiment in this action captured nineteen prisoner?,

who were sent under guard to the Headquarters of the

General commanding the Corps.

The chill air of the night prevented us from getting any

sleep. "We gave our dead comrades soldiers' graves, and

sent such of our wounded as were able to march, to Head-

quarters. Thus we dragged out a weary night, until two

o'clock, when we were ordered to call in our pickets as quietly

as possible, and move with the least possible noise. It made

our hearts ache to think of foiling back and leaving so many
of our wounded on the field, but we could render them no-

aid, and were obliged to leave them in the hands of the

enemy. Most of the wounded of our Division that had

not been driven from its original position by the enemy,

were taken with us. Among them was Colonel Lewis Bene-

dict, of the Que Hundred and Sixty Second New York Vol-

unteers, who was shot in the head while at the front of the

Third Brigade, of which he was the senior officer. He died

that night, at Camp Beaureguard, a few miles below Pleasant

Hill.

The Thirteenth Corps and cavalry had rendered us no

assistance in the battle of this day, as the former had been

sent to Grand Ecore, in charge of the train, and the latter

with their usual alacrity bad placed themselves beyond the

scene <>t" the conflict. This cavalry force, nearly eight thous-

and eileetive men, seemed possessed of the idea that their

horses were uiven them for the express purpose of getting

quickly to the re:ir when the front was attacked, reversing

the maweuvre when the rear was pressed. So ridiculously
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<3id they behave that they were the laughing stock of the

army. Being under command of General Lee, a good pun

was perpetrated at their expense. The question was asked,

aWhy is the cavalry of the Department of the Gulf^like one

*>f Victor Hugo's novels?" and answered, "Because they are

Lee's Miserables !" (les miserable^)?

Our night march was somewhat impeded by the blocking

up of the ambulances and ammunition wagons at the cross-

ings of the ravines, and to such delays we owed all the rest

which we were allowed.

Of the battle of Pleasant Hill, General Banks in his report

says

:

" Early on the 9th the troops were prepared for action, the move-

ments of the enemy indicating that he was in our rear. A line of

!>aUle was formed in the following order : First Brigode, Nineteenth

Coqis, form th« right, resting on a ravine ; Second Brigade in the cen

tor, and Third Brigade on the left. The center was strengthened by a

brigade of (Jen. Smith's forces whose main force was held in reserve

The enemy moved toward our right flank. The Second Brigade with-

drew from the enter to the support of the First Brigade. The brigade

m support of the center moved up into position, and another of Gen.

Smith's brigades was posted on the extreme left position on the hill, in

zrTidon, to the rear of the left main tine. Light skirmishing occurred

daring the afternoon. Between 4 and 5 o'clock it increased to vigor

swn3 about 5 p. m., when it appeared to have nearly ceased, the enemy

strove in our skirmishers and attacked in force, his first onset being

against the left. He advanced in two oblique lines, extending well

-rveer toward the right of the Third Brigade, Nineteenth Corps. After

* determined resistance thin part of the line gave way, and went

alowly hack to the reserves. The First and Second Brigades were soon

rcfiployed in front, right and rear. By the skillful movements of General

Slajory, the riank of the two brigades now bearing the brunt of tho

i^tiie, were covered.

"The battle of the 9th was desperate and sanguinary. The defeat of
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the enemy was complete, and his loss of officers and men more than

doable that sustained by our forces. There was nothing in the imme-

diate position or condition of the two armies to prevent a forward move
ment nest morning, and orders were given to prepare for an advan^o.

A train which had been turned to the rear on the day of the battle was

ordered to return and advance at daybreak. I communicated this pur-

pose at the close of the day to Gen. A. J. Smith, who expressed his

concurrence therein. But representations subsequently received from

Gen. Franklin and all the- general officers of the Nineteenth Corps, as

to the condition of their respective commands for immediate active or>^

erations against the enemy, caused a suspension of this order, and a

conference of general ohicers was held in the evening, in which it was

determined, upon the earnest recommendation of all the general officers

above named, and with the acquiescence of Gen. Smith, to retire upon

Grand Ecoro the following day. The reasons urged for this course by

the officers commanding the Nineteenth and Thirteenth Corps were :

first, that the absence of water made it absolutely necessary to advance

or retire without delay. Gen. Emory's command had been without

rations for two days, and the train which had been turned to the reax

during the battle, could not be put in condition to move forward upon

the single road, through dense woods in which it stood, without difficut

ty and loss of time. It was for the purpose of communicating with the

tleet at Springfield Landing from the Sabine Cross Roads to the river, ne

well as to prevent the concentration of the Texan troops with xhee

enemy at Mansfield, that we had pushed for the early occupation o4

that point."

April 10.—Daylight gave us no rest. We pushed rapidly

on with no prospect of a halt until we should reach Grand
Lcore. Three hundred and thirty rebel prisoners were put

under charge of our regiment. Among them were officers

of all grades from Colonels down. The marks of rank were

worn on their coat collars, and were different from our own.

Thus, when seeing au oflicer with two silver stars on h*s

collar, we looked upon him as a Major-General, but were
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relieved from this impression by Lis informing us that the

stars were the distinguishing marks of a Lieutenant-ColoneL

These prisoners were of a much better class than those we
were wont to see. Physically and intellectually they were

above the ordinary class composing the rebel army

There was little of the braggart about them ; they talked

neither loud nor long about the Confederacy, but seemed

fully possessed with the idea that eventually the South would

Buceeed in gaining her independence. They were composed

of Missourians, Texans, and Arkansians. A singular coinci-

dence befell the Missouri troops. In the Sixteenth Corps,

we likewise had several regiments from that State. In the

second day's battle the Missouri Federal and Rebel troops

were pitted against each other. Missourians testMissourians*

prowess, and a Colonel of our squad said that in the several

charges he saw his old friends and neighbors, and when the

fortunes of war gave him into our hands, he recognized

nearly as many acquaintances in the Federal regiments as he

did in his own. It seems that the two regiments had been

recruited in the same county—the one for the Confederate

—

the other for the Union army. In one case two brothers

met, although fighting on different sides. At sunset the

column filed into the woods and halted. Orders came that

we were to bivouac for the night. No intelligence could

have been more welcome. A little fresh meat and a ration

of whiskey rendered the command in a perfect state of hap-

piness. There is nothing which can give a hungry and worn

out soldier more comfort than a substantial ration and the

prospect of a night's rest. Our prisoners were turned over

to a Wisconsin regiment, and in an hour cheerful (ires were

blazing, the rations despatched, and the men in little knots.
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fighting their battles over again ; singing, and evidently for-

getful of the trying times and wearisome marches through

which they had so lately passed. Finally, one by one the

men stole away to* rest, and by nine o'clock each soldier was

wrapped in his blanket and sleeping as quietly as if he was

beneath the roof-tree of his own comfortable home.

April 11.—Moved at 6:30 much refreshed with the night's

rest. Arrived at Grand Eeore at three, P. M., and went into

bivouac in the wood?. The enemy did not follow us.

Learned that the transports and gunboats, unacquainted with

our reverse, and retreat, had kept on up the river, and that

the enemy had his batteries posted below them, and that so

high are the bluffs that our gunboats can work with little or

no success. This is really serious, as the transports are laden

with our rations and ammunition. A constant and heavy
firing is heard in that direction.
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CHAPTER XXIII:

14 Methov.ght the san of heaven was loth to set.

But stayed to make the Western welkin blush,

As English measured backward their own ground

la faint reiir*. "—Shakespeare.

RKf) RIVER CAMPAIGN RETREAT.

AT GRAND ECORB—GENERAL DWIGHT'S SPEECH—FORTIFICATIONS—PERILOUS CONDI-

TION OP THE TRANSPORTS AND GUNBOATS—GENERAL GREEN KILLED—THE TRANS-

PORTS COME DOWN—FATAL BLOCKADE—COMPLIMENTARY ORDER—IN THE WOODS

—

TUB ARMY LEAVES GRAND ECOP.E—FORCED MARCHES—CANE RIVER—THE BATTLE-

STRONG POSITION OF THE ENEMY—OUR SUCCESS—BANKS' REPORT—VANDALISM

—

ARRIVED AT ALEXANDRIA—THE FAf.LS—THE DAM—SUCCESS—THE ETVER BLOCKADE

BELOW—CAPTURE OF TITS WARNER—RECOMMENCE THE MARCH FOR THE MISSIS-

SITI—DESTRUCTION OP ALEXANDRIA—MANSURA—THE BATTLE—SIMMESPORT—BAT-
TLB OF YELLOW BaYOU—C NKRAL ORDER NO. 4S—SUMMARY OP THE CAMPAIGN

—

BANKS REVIEW—ARRIVAL ON THE MISSISSIPPI.

April 12.—Remained in bivouac. The importance of our

position renders a passing notice of Grand Ecore necessary.

It is a landing on the Red River, in the parish of Natchito-

ches, about four miles from the town of that name. Here

assembled the fleet as we proceeded up the country, and here

we are to await its return it' such should ever be vouchsafed

us. At present, the indications are dubious. The cannon-

ading is constantly kept up, and occasionally we get vague.

reports that the transports are trying to run the blockade,

but with indifferent success. Certain it is that we are nearlv
•

one hundred and fifty miles from supplies and ammunition,

and every day rendering our present stock, of the former at

least, less. The bluffs are very high, and the river crooked.

The rebel batteries on the shore can operate with effect,
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while the gunboats are paralyzed as regards their operations

against them. It seems to be an anxious time for all, and the

General commanding looks careworn and distressed.

This evening we were visited by Brigadier-General Dwight,

who addressed us as follows: " Officers and men of the One

Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment: I congratulate you on

your conduct in the late engagements, for you have behaved

gallantly, and this Brigade has saved the army from a great

and serious disaster. Had you not checked the enemy on the

evening of the Sth, the disaster arising can hardly be imag-

ined. You are of the old and famous 'Weitzel Brigade.'

Your conduct in the past has been such as to merit much
honor, and I trust in the future it will not be less. I regret

that your gallant Lieutenant-Colonel has been obliged to

leave you. Thanking you again for your good conduct, I

leave you."

Extensive fortifications are being thrown up in our front

by the troops stationed there. The active part taken by our

Brigade in the recent engagements seems to give us a reserved

position, and we are not called on for details to aid in these

labors. The right flank of the works rests on the river,

and extending to the left, to an impassable ravine, makes the

position one which can "hardly be carried by assault or flanked

even by a force very much stronger than our own. Heavy
timber composes the body of the work, well covered with

earth thoroughly packed, and capable of resisting an attack

of the heaviest held artillery.

April 13.—Our fears for the safety of the transport*

increase. The constant booming of cannon tells us that they

arc yet in durance vile. Our minds are wrought up to the

highest pitch, and the riding of an orderly through camp is
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hailed with eagerness, all "being anxious to know the latest

reports from the fleet.

April 14.—Great indeed is our relief. The transports and

gunboats have succeeded in running the rebel batteries, and

have arrived, with one or two exceptions. They, being too

much disabled, were abandoned and destroyed. The mutilated

appearance of the steamers tells its own story. They are

literally riddled with cannon shot, grape and canister, and

musketry. The sides of some of the transports are half shot

away, and their smoke-stacks look like huge pepper boxes.

The officers report that since our retreat they have been

obliged to lie at the mercy of the shore batteries and sharp-

shooters. The shallowness of the water was a serious draw-

back, and the gunboats were half aground. One of these

latter was lying near the shore unable to move. The rebels

seeing her condition attempted a capture by boarding. The

officer in charge of the boat saw the movement, and being at

•an advantageous place in the river, where the banks were

low, .charged his one hundred pounders with grape and can-

ister and quietly awaited their approach. The rebels, led

by the famous General Greene, acknowledged the best Con-

federate General of this Department, came on with a yell.

When within a few yards of the boat the signal was given,

and a broadside of these heavy guns, poured a sheeted fire

of death on the assailants, killing Greene and wounding a

great number of the party. The attempt failed, and the

project was abandoned. An instance is connected with the

progress of the fleet up the river, wiiiui shows how some-

times the strategy of one party will work opposite results

from those intended.

The enemy, aware of the approaching armament, attempted
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blockade in the river by swinging across the channel a.

Mississippi steamboat, loading it with sand and scut-

tUfigzk By this the channel was so blocked up as to render

*&e parage of boats impossible. The fleet proceeded up the

riverto this point, unaware of the retrograde movement of

th& land forces, and a party was on the point of being des-

patched to- clear away this obstruction, when a messenger

arrived with, orders to put back in all haste. The rebels,

since the reverse to our arms, were anxious to have the fleet

tssmtirme up the river, and likewise sent a party to clear out

£h# channel, that the progress of the boats might not be

icipetietL They were too late however, and both parties met

a£ the same time to commence operations. A slight skirnflsh

*"srs^t^t
r and the Sect put down the river. But for the delay

oeessiened by this rebel obstruction, the fleet would have

ccAfcimied on its way to Shreeveport, and been irretrievably

A detachment of the Seventeenth Corps was on the trans-

ports, anc^ it is said, behaved in a creditable maimer.

A Hag of truce has gone to Pleasant Hill with supplies and

c^sthing* for our wounded, which were left in the hands of

the «aemY.

Jtprtt 15.—The weather is most uncomfortably hot, and a

&*aery efcpS of dust hangs over our entire camp. At the

*jvwsmig parade to-day, the following order was read.

HEMJQ{LLF,TSE:a First Divisrox, Nineteenth Army CorpsJ
Orand Ecore, Louisiana, April 12, 1864. f

OfiXSHAL OEX'-KKS, No. 13.

T!*? GeficT&l coiamandin^ thinks it due to the officers and Boldier3 of

tbisBmsioa, to express to them his high appreciation of their £ttUantry,
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and efficiency in checking the advance of the enemy, on the evening

of the 8th instant, and aiding in his defeat on the 9th.

By command of

BRIGADIER-GENERAL EMORY.
(Signed.) Duncan S. Walker, Assistant Adjutant General.

Ajwil 16-.~r-Lying in the woods, we begin to be seriously

annoyed with the insects and vermin incident to this country.

Many of the men are suffering from the effects of wood-tick,

which bore themselves into the flesh, causing incarnation and

running sores. Scorpions are not unfrequent in this region,

the sting of which is fatal. It is somewhat strange that

no accidents have been the result of their plenteousness.

April 21.—For several days we have been lying inbivouac

and confined to the duties incident to such life. This even-

ing at ten o'clock we packed up and moved down to the

channel of Cane Itiver, and were ordered to assist in passing

the trains across. The banks, which were very high, had been

sloped down, but the mules could not drag the heavy wagons

up the elevation, without the aid of the men. The regiment

was therefore divided into detachments of companies, and

worked until three A. M., of the day following in dragging

these wagons up the declivity. The column of troops mean-

while had commenced the line of march, and although, much
fatigued by the labors of the night, we pushed on rapidly,

overtaking our Division at daylight. As Ave were Jeaving-

Grand Ecore a small building was discovered to be on nre

and the flames spread so rapidly that it was impossible to

check them. Being set on fire by a citizen, it was intended

as a signal, announcing to the enemy our proposed evacuation

of the place. General Franklin sought dilligently for the

1
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perpetrator of this deed, and could he have discovered him

aii execution would have been certain.

April 22.—Continued the march "without halting longer

than the usual rest. Destruction and devastation follow on

the trail of the retreating column. At night, the burning

buildings mark out our pathway. As far as the eye can

reach, we see in front new fires breaking out, ancl in the rear

the dying embers tell the tale of war. Hardly a building is

left unharmed. This destruction of property, in many cases

wanton, is due to the Western troops, the discipline of which

is bad ; adding to this the fact, that in the early part of the

war their property was often the prey of guerrillas and bush-

whackers, no mercy is shown. Certain it is, that it is con-

trary to positive orders from General Banks. At twelve,

midnight, the advance of the column was halted near Clou-

tierville.

April 28.—At four A.M., after a rest of four hours, we
again resumed the march. We learn that a detachment of

the enemy are at Cane River to dispute the crossing. At

seven o'clock skirmishing in front seemed to confirm this

report. We moved cautiously on until we came within a

few hundred yards of the crossing, when the artillery on the

opposite bank told us that we had work to do. The banks

on both sides of the river were very high, and the rebel bat-

teries were posted in the edge of a thick wood, and were

playing on us with rapidity and precision. General Emory
commanded this front, (as Franklin was still suffering from his

wound, which he received at Sabine Cross Roads) and it was,

fact his battle. lie posted a rifled battery near the bank,

anil for several hoars the incessant roar of cannon and the

screeching and bursting of shell were dealenin-jr. Tho
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infantry had not yet become engaged, save a few sharp

shooters on either side, who were trying to pick on the

cannoneers. It soon became evident that we could not dis-

lodge the enemy in this way, and Emory, taking advantage

of a short bend in the river on our right flank, detached a

Brigade under General Birge, and threw it across to turn th&

enemy's left. For a long time the result of this movement

was uncertain, and a general despondency pervaded ih*

whole army. We were hundreds of miles from our supplies,

successfully checked by the enemy, at a point of his owb
choosing ; with another force he was thundering in our restr

and pressing our column. Our trains were huddled together

and fully in sight of both the rebel forces. Delay here wus

inevitable disaster, aud disaster could only be ruin. The*

guns on the opposite bank spoke as sullenly as ever, while

the sound of those in our rear came nearer, and nearer.

Finally the rattle of musketry on the rebel left, told \X3

that Birge was at work. For more than an hour the tide

of victory ebbed and flowed. The ground was disadvan-

tageous to the attacking party. It had a hill to gain, andi

light works to carry. General Birge knew that the result c»f

the day was all important to us, and rested with his success

or defeat. Bravely did he push on, and at a fearful cost did

he achieve his end. The stubborn line of the enemy finally

gave way before his impetuous assault. General Bee, tiwt

rebel commander saw his tlank was turned, and now b*
bethought himself how to save his artillery. Keeping »

gun operating on us to distract attention from his real p«r_

pose, he withdrew his artillery, moving to his left by an

obscure road, and the army which but a few hours previous

bo successfully cheeked our progress, narrowly escaped cap-
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ture. In this engagement companies A and F of the One

Hundred and Fourteenth were detached and sent to the front

as sharpshooters, and although exposed to a fire of grape and

canister, no casualties resulted.

The Third Brigade of our Division bore the brunt of this

engagement and suffered heavily. The wounded were

brought across the river in canoes, and carefully cared for.

At 9 P. M.. the advance of our army crossed the river

worn and fatigued, but overjoyed at the result ot the day's

work. We continued our march until 12 midnight, and

went into bivouac. The engagement is called Cane River

Crossing, and of this battle General Banks in his report

eays :

" The army marched from Grand Ecore to Cane River on the 20th of

April, u distance of 40 miles and moved upon the position held by the

•tieiny the 23d of April, before daybreak. About 8,000 men and 16

gun*, under command of Gen. Bee, were found in possession of the

bluff on the opposite side of the river, who were evidently surprised at

the unexpected presence of our army, but ready to dispute* our only

passage toward Alexandria. At daybreak one division of the Nine,

teenth and Thirteenth Corps each, the cavalry commanded by General

Arnold, and the artillery commanded by Captain Classon—the whole

under command of Gen. W. II. Emory—were ordered forward to the

river for the purpose of forcing tins position. The pickets of the

enemy were encountered on the west side of the river and quickly

driven across, but the main position was found to be too strong to be

carried by direct attack. A reconnoitering party under Col. Bailey, 4th

Wi^on^in Volunteers, seat to ascertain the practicability of crossing

the river below the Ferry toward Red River on the morning of the

23d, reported that the river was not fordable below the Ferry, and that

owing to the impassable swmnps on one sub; and the high bluffs on the

other, ir would not be possible to crussCane River at any point below

the Ferry.
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"If we failed to dislodge the enemy at the Ferry, the only alternative

open to us was to attempt a crossing to the north side of "Red River, an

exceedingly difficult and dangerous movement. At the same time, a

force, under command of Gen. II. W. Birge. consisting of his own com-

mand, the Third Brigade of the First Division Nineteenth Army Corps,

Col. Fessendcn commanding, and Gen. Cameron's Division, Thirteenth

Corps, were ordered to cross the river three miles above the ferry, and

turning the left Hank of the enemy carry the heights in reverse, if pos"

sible. Upon the success of this movement depended the passage of the

river by the army. The route traversed by Gen. Birge's command was

intersected by bayous, swamps, and almost impenetrable woods. This

force reached its position late in the afternoon. To accomplish the

purpose in view, it became necessary to carry two strong positions held

by pickets and skirmishers, before the enemy was encountered in force

on the crest of a hill commanding an open field, over which our troops

were compelled to cross in making the attack. The Third Brigade,

Nineteenth Corps, Col. Fessenden commanding, carried this position,

which was defended with vigor, by assault. Its occupation compelled

the retreat of the enemy from the bluffs commanding the ferry and

ford. Oar loss in this most brilliant and successful affair was 2o0

killed and wounded. The attack on the enemy's position, covering the

line of the enemy's retreat, failed in consequence of the difficulties

encountered in the march and the late hour in which our troops gained

their position. The enemy was thus enabled to escape with his

artillery by the Fort Jessup road to Texas.

"The main body of the army had moved from Cloret Neville, at

4:30 a. m. on the 2od, to the river. 1 hey drove in the enemy's pickets

three miles in advance of the river and formed a line of battle in front

of the enemy's position while Gen. Birge was moving upon the enemy's

loft flank. The enemy opened with a heavy cannonade from his bat.

teries, which was returned by our artillery with spirit and effect. The

fire was continued at interval* during the morning, but the troops were

held in reserve for the purpose of forcing the passage of the river at the

moment Gen. Birge commenced his attack on the right. The action

lasted till dark, when the enemy retreated, and the bights were occu-

pied by our forces.
"
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Ajyril24.—Moved at G A. M. Marched about eighteen

miles and encamped on the River. Cloutierville was burned

by the troops of Gen. Smith. The wanton and useless des_

truction of property has well earned his command a lasting

disgrace. The true American soldier turns in disgust from

this war on inoffensive persons ; and when a man wearing the

livery' of the United States so far forgets himself as to

become a common robber and incendiary, he sinks the

patriot's cause in the ruffians baseness. In order that the

stigma of rendering houselesss and homeless innocent

women and children, may not rest upon us, be it recorded

that not only the Commander of the army but our Division

and Brigade commanders have issued orders reprobating it,

and threatening offenders with instant death.

April 25.—At X o'clock P. M., to-day, we reached Alexan-

dria, and encamped on the river, just above the town. The
army presented the appearance of having seen hard service,

and a long campaign. The men were dirty and ragged,

some of them shoeless. Our trains were somewhat dilapi-

dated, the snowy covers of a month ago were dust covered,

and some in tatters; the horses and mules as marly fagged

out as the nun. How unlike the army which a month ago

marched so proudly through the streets of . this town. We
had failed. There is no other word in the vocabulary of

language so distasteful to a soldier ; but the consciousness

that as a part of the army, we had done our duty, in a

measure softened the censure which we know must tall on us

as a lehole. Had all behaved as well, possibly we might have

attained <>ur object ; had we behaved as badly, we certainly

should have met our ruin.

At this place we were joined by Colonel Vqt Lee, Surgeon
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Wagner, Captains Fitts and Longwell, who had been North

on leaves of absence, who had varying reports relating to

onr disaster.

The intimation that we were to remain at this post a few

days, was joyfully received, for never had an army more need

ofrest.

In recapitulating the events which transpired between the

first arrival of the army, and its return to Alexandria,

General Banks' says :

" In the twenty-four days intervening between the departure of the

army from Alexandria and its return, the battles of Nelson's Farm,

Sabine Cross Roads, Pleasant Grove, Pleasant Hill, Compte, Monet's

Bluff, and several combats in the neighborhood of Grand Eeore, while

we were in the occupation of that point, had been fought. In every

one of these engagements, except that of Sabine Cross Roads, we had

been successful. The failure to accomplish the main object of the

expedition was due to other considerations than the actual superiority

of the enemy in the field. In these operations, in which my own com-

mand had marched by land 400 miles, the total loss sustained was 3,980

men, of whom 289 were killed, 1,541 wounded, and 2,150 missing. No
loss of artillery or of trains, or any army material whatever, was sus-

tained, except that which occurred at Sabine Cross Roads. We lost

there Nims's Battery and a section of the Missouri Howitzer Battery,

150 wagons and S00 mules captured by the enemy on account of the

position of the train near the field of battle. All the ammunition

wagons were saved. The army had captured up to this time from the

enemy 23 guns and 1,500 prisoners. His losses in killed, wounded and

prisoners—officers and men—were much greater than ours.
"

April 2fi.—The army and navy forces were now secure from

the enemy, but a new and grave danger menaced us. The

river which was "booming" when we started up, had now

so far fallen as to prevent the passage of the gunboats over

the "Falls," as the rapids just above the town are called.
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What was to be done ? It was evident that the boats could not

protect themselves during the summer, and the scarcity of

forage and rations precluded the idea of the army remaining

to protect them. General Banks showed by his careworn

looks, that he was at a loss how to proceed. The navy

officers were uneasy and distressed. It was evident to them

that they would be obliged to abandon and destroy their fleet.

In the meantime General A. J. Smith had received orders

from his proper commander, General W. T. Sherman, to

return to Vicksburg. In the extremity of the case, Lieuten-

ant-Colonel Bailey, of the Fourth Wisconsin, and Acting

Eugineer of the Nineteenth Corps, projected building a

dam across the river, below the falls, thereby setting a back-

water which should clear the boats from the rocks.* His

proposition was derided by the engineers and most of the

officers of the army. At the earnest request of Admiral

I^rtiT, General Banks allowed the attempt to be made. He
placed at Colonel Bailey's disposal all the troops aud wagons

he required, and soon nearly three thousand men, and three

•General Emory in his testimony before the Committee on the Conduct of the

War, answers several questions, thus :

** Question.—Were yon at the place where tho fleet was delayed, and where dams
were made to float them od?
M Aruncer.—Yes sir.

11
Q'issiion.—Who conceived the plan of building dams there?

^Ant>rer.—Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, of my command,
'* QwMtijyn.—The credit of originating that idea is with hirn !

•M.'iwv.—T so understood it ; I gave him credit for it. It may have originated

with somebody else. There was a soldier, I have forgotten his name, of the 114th

New York Regiment, one of the best regiments I had, who had came to m« about it

after I h<>.-trd it from Colonel Bailey, lie told me that on one occasion he had
**srt*ted in getting a steamboat out ofthe Susquehanna which is a moreditTicult river

than the Jted River."—[See Report of the Committee on tin; Conduct of the Wat,
Vol. ii., P . sai]
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hundred teams were busily at work. He agreed to have it

completed in eight days, if not the army was to push on, and

the fleet to be destroyed. He commenced the work by min-

ing out from the left bank a tree-dam of the heavy timber

which abounded on the bank. This strengthened with stone,

and as firmly braced as possible, was run about three hundred

feet into the river, and then four large coal barges filled

with brick were sunk at the end. From the right bank of

the river, cribs tilled with brick and stone were run out to

meet the barges. This was accomplished although there was

a current in the river, running nine miles an hour, which

•threatened to bear away everything before it.

Everything was progressing swimmingly, when, at the eud

of eight days 1 work, the water had reached so great a pres-

sure on the work, as to break away a portion of the dam.

Admiral Porter seeing the disaster, resolved, if pos^ibl^ to

turn it into some good, and signalled some of the lighter

draught vessels to put on a full head of steam and steer for

the break in the dam. The effort was successful and the

Le&ington, Neosho, Jllndnum and Osage, passed over with-

out disaster. Thousands witnessed the scene, and as the

boats rieared the fatal spot, the silence was great and the

crowd stood almost breathless. The water now fell rapidly

and no more could be gained in this attempt, but the partial

success seemed to encourage the men to the extent that they

fell again to work, night and day, and soon had the dam
repaired so that the remainder of the fleet passed in safety.

Great credit has been given, and is due to Colonel Bailey.

Without the construction of the dam, the fleet must have

"been abandoned. lie was brevetted Brigadier-General and

assigned to the command of an Engineer brigade.
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Tho only vessel totally lost on the expedition, was the

Eastport, "the only wonder," says Admiral Porter in his

report is, "how one escaped.
"

Jfay 12.—For more than a week we have been lying in

bivouac, the monotony being broken only with occasional

false alarms, or orders to work on the entrenchments which

are beingthrown up just outside of the town. It seems as if

"One woe cloth tread upon another's heels, bo fast they follow. "

We had hardly congratulated each other on the delivery

of the fleet, when we hear that the enemy has moved in a

large force, successfully blockaded the. river below, and cut off

our communication with New Orleans. The campaign has

been facetiously called a "Comedy of Errors,'"' but it seemeth

more like a " Tragedy of Disasters. " We have learned that

tho transport John Warner, bound for New Orleans with

diMiJAtflJes and mails has been captured and destroyed.

Lieutenant Edwin O. Gibson, of company D, the bearer

of important regimental papers to the city was of the num-
ber. There is not one of us but what wishes we were well out

of this, and the prospect of an early movement gives us some
encouragement.

May 13.—At seven A. M., we bid a glad adieu to Alexan-

dria, on our downward march. For several days the men
have subsisted on half rations, and the forage has been

reduced three-fourths. The barbarous custom of "burning"
continues. As the Sixteenth Corps, the rear of the army,
left Alexandria, the town was tired, and nearly all consumed.
Hundreds of people are consequently left homeless, and the

reputation of our army cannot be less than that of a band
of marauders, and incendiaries. Bivouaced at six P. M.

May 14.—lie-commenced our march at four A. !M. There
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has been some light skirmishing during the day. - Hear that

the enemy has again taken the advantage of a "crossing M

and is posted at Bayou De Glace.

May 16.—At live A. M., we were in motion, and early-

passed through the village of MarksvilJe. Moved a few
1

\
c °

miles below, where the army deployed, preparatory to an

attempt to force the crossing of the Bayou. Our operations

took place on what are known as the plains of 3Iansura.

The sight from an elevated position, of the moving army

was grand. Cavalry, artillery and infantry, were all in

motion.
' k,Twere worth ten years of peaceful life,

. One glance at their array."

A detachment of the Second Division of the Nineteenth

Corps, which had met us at Alexandria, under command of

General Grover, was thrown to the front, but the artillejjy

was principally called into action. The thirty pounder

parrot guns soon disabled the batteries of the enemy, and a

demonstration on the part of our infantry soon effected his

dislodgement. This can hardly be dignified by the name of

an engagement, but was a kind of artillery duel. The Con.

federates were commanded by Prince de Polignac, and, as

usual, made a successful retreat. "We effected the crossing

about four P. M., and continued our march until dark.

Relating to this engagement, we extract the following

from the Report of Major-General Banks:

"The army in its march from Alexandria did not encounter the

enemy in force until near the town of Mansura.

'*He was driven through the town on the evening of the 14th of

Mar, and at daybreak next morning our advance encountered Lis cav-

alry on the prairie tast of tho town. He fell back with steady and

aburp skirmishing, acrosa the prairie to a belt of woods which he occu-
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pied. The enemy's position covered three roads diverging from Man-

ura to the Atchafalaya. He manifested a determination then to

obttinately resist our passage. The engagement, which lasied several

hours, was confined chrelly to the artillery until our -troops got posses-

ion of the edge of the woods ; first, upon our left, by General Emory,

and subsequently, on our right by General Smith, when he was driven

from the field after a sharp and decisive fight with considerable loss."

May 17.—Arrived at Simrnesport, a landing on the Atch.

tfalaya. Here we found our transports and gunboats, and

were met with the news of the snpereedure of General Banks

by General C&nby. There were many opinions expressed

regarding the step, but a majority of the enlisted strength of

our army sympathized with the former. But it was only to

be expected, and is decidedly " American.'' A single suc-

cess is proof of Napoleonic genius ; a single defeat, of total

incompetency. General Banks was not an exception to the

role.

Jfiy 18.—Remained in bivouac. The time has been enliv-

ened by a smart little fight in our rear, in which the Six-

teenth Corps was engaged. The enemy, under Polignac, had

followed us in some force and made an attack. They were

handsomely repulsed, with loss of men and means. General

Taylor's official report of this battle stated that five hundred
ot the rebel command were killed or wounded in twenty

minutes. The repulse of the enemy was not followed up, as

our main object was to get our force to the Mississippi.

General Franklin is suffering from his wound, and General
Emory commands the Corps. The following order was read
at the head of the column this evening

:

HEADQUARTERS NINETEENTH AliHY CoRPS,

}

SiMMEsroiiT, La., May 18, 18(»4. f

GK2TERAL ORDERS, No. 4$.

Soldiera of the First and Second DiTiaiona, Nineteen! h Arm^ Corp*;
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It is my duty to express to you my high appreciation of your uniform

good conduct throughout the late eventful campaign. This duty is

rendered more imperative by the false reports of your operations, which

have met you at this point. On the 8th of April, at the first notice that

oar troops in the front were engaged, the First Division, the only troops

of the Nineteenth, Army Corps there present, marched in double quick

time, seven (7) miles to the front ; formed line of battle under the

enemy's fire ; checked him and drove him back, under circumstances

the most trying that could befall troops. The whole advance, composed

of eight or ten thousand troops were thrown back upon you in utter

disorder and confusion, pell meil, with the enemy, You formed line

of battle under the enemy's fae, and amidst the frightful disorder, with

the regularity of forming fur parade. You drove the enemy from

before you and held the ground until ordered to fall back. The next

day at Pleasant Hill, you of the First Division bore the brunt of tho

enemy's furious attack, and only one Brigade, that on the left, gave

way,* because it was unsupported, but it soon rallied and joined in the

final charge, which drove the enemy from the field. On the 23d, at

Cane River, you, supported by the Thirteenth Corps, found the enemy

strongly fortified to dispute the crossing of the river. Led by the

Third Brigade of the First Division, you turned his flank, and at the

point of the bayonet drove him from the hills lie occupied. At Alex,

andria you contributed your labor by day and night, for seventeen days,

under the engineering skill of Lieutenant-Colonel Bailey, to the great

work which relieved the fleet from its perilous situation above the falls,

and restored it to the country. This is, in brief, a summary of your

services for the last two months, and 1 know when it becomes known to

the country, the judgment will be, that you, at least have done your

duty faithfully.

(Signed.} W. H. EMORY,
Brigadier-General Commanding.

Official :

(Signed.) Duncan S. Walker, A. A. G.

Tiiird Hri£ad«.
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Iii speaking of the bridge of boats thrown across the

Atehafalaya, and over which the trains and a portion of the

array passed, General Banks says :

" Being entirely destitute of any ordinary bridge materials for the

passage of this river , about COO yards wide, abridge was constructed

of the steamers under command of Lieut.-Col. Bailey. This work was

not of the same magnitude, but was as important to the army, as the

dam at Alexandria was to the navy. It had the meritjof being an

entirely novel structure, no bridge of such magnitude having been

omstracted of similar materials.
"

May 19.—At ten A.M., the regiment embarked on the

Emerald, and was ferried across the Atehafalaya, from

whence we took up a line of march. Encamped on the bank

of this stream. A great abundance of fish were caught,

many weighing as many as fifteen pounds each.

-May 20.—Remained in bivouac until seven P. M., and

then resumed our march. The night was beautiful, a bright

moonlight. About midnight we came in sight of the Missis-

sippi, and never was a river more welcome. Shout after

shout went up, for we knew that the campaign was, for a

time at least, at an end.

May 22.—To-day Ave have reached the long desired

haven, and have gone into camp on the right bank of the

Mississippi, at a landing called Morganza, situated near

Morgan's Bend, and about twenty-live miles above Port

Hudson. Gladly were orders for a permanent encampment

received. Seventy days of thehardest kind of eampaigning,

in excessive heat, and in clouds of dust, much of the time

on half rations, often lengthening our march far into the

night, had taxed human endurance to its utmost, and we were

happy in the prospect of a respite from further toils.

With the departure of the Sixteenth Corps on transports
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for Vieksburg, the discontinuance of the Thirteenth, and the

retirement of Major-General Franklin from the command of

the Nineteenth Army Corps, we draw the curtain over the ill-

fated Hod Paver Campaign. It was begun without an object,

and ended in disaster. General Banks, on whom all the

odium of the expedition rests, has repeatedly declared that

it was made, not only against his judgment, but over his pro-

test. Like the Captain in the play, he was only a machine,

moved by a superior power, and, like him, he could only

answer :

Hamlet.—Goes it a£Ain?t the main of Poland, air, or some frontier ?

Captain.—Truly to speak sir, and with no addition.

We go to gain a little patch of ground, ,,

That h*th no profit in it but the name.

In closing the chapter, we give an extract from an article

written by Lieutenant-Colonel Richard B. Irwin, who was at

this time Assistant Adjutant General of the Department of

the Gulf. He says :

"In searching for the causes of the failure, we meet but little embar-

rassment from conflicting details. The enemies of Gen. Banks have

indeed sought to fasten the whole blame on his shoulders. It is certain

that he set out, over confident, with a causeless disregard for the custom-

ary precautions against surprise ; that he unduly hurried on the march

of his column, so that it became attenuated and weak, and its several

parts out of supporting distance of each other ; that he allowed an im-

mense train of wagons to impede the advance of the troops ; that he

delivered battle, not upon a selected position with his whole force

deployed and in hand, but just where the first blow was struck, where

the advance became first engaged, hurrying up his troops in fragments

against the masses of the enemy ; that he considered, and reported hia

disaster a victory ; that becoming suddenly disheartened, as before he

had been unduly confident, he sought to devolve his share of blame

upon his subordinates. But on the contrary, it is no less true that he

did not originate this campaign ; that his views were opposed to it ;that
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he was neither directly nor indirectly interested in cotton speculations,

or in trade of any kind ; that he shared with his troops the privations

of the campaign and the dangers of battle. General Banks is not a

great general, but he is a man of great personal bravery, too apt, indeed

to ran into needless exposure. And I am sure that neither gold nor

cotton, which is worse than gold, can corrupt him. His thirst is not

for money, but for power.

"

In reviewing the lied River Campaign, General Banks in

his report says :

m The forces designated for this campaign numbered 42,000 men.

£*<«* than half that number were actually available for service against

tie enemy during its progress. The distance which separated General

Stode's command from the line of our operations (nearly 200 miles)

rendered his movements of little moment to us or to the enemy, and

reduced the strenr-th of the fighting column to the extent of his force

winch was expected to be from 10,000 to 15,000 men. The depot at

Alexandria, made necessary by the impracticable navigation, withdrew
trrj« our forces 3,000 men under Gen. G rover. The return of the

-Marino Brigade to the defence of the Mississippi, upon the demand of

Major-Gen. McPherson, and which could not pass Alexandria without

*va.mers, nor move by land for want of land transportation, made a
farther reduction of 3,000 men. The protection of the fleet of trans-

part* against the enemy on both sides of the river, made it necessary

f-tr General A. J. Smith to detach General E. Kilby Smith's Division of

2,590 men from the main body for that duty. The army train required

» jr^ard of 500 men. These several detachments, which it was impos-

•r.bl* to avoid, and the distance of General Steele's command, which it

va-i not in my power to correct, reduced the number of troops that
•o were able at any time to bring into action, from 42,000 men to about
5R/380. The losses sustained in the very severe battles of the 7th, 8tli

«**! 5tu of April, amounted to 3,900 men, and necessarily reduced our
«£2/v* forces to that extent. The enemy superior to us in the outset, by
saHiag back, was able to recover from his great losses by means of re-en.

Kircements which were within his reach as he approached his base of

operations, while we were growing weaker as we departed from ours.
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We had fought the battle of Pleasant Hill with but 15,000 men against

22,000, and won a victory, which, for three reasons, we were unable **

follow up. Other considerations connected with the actual military con-

dition of affairs, offered additional reasons for the course recommended.
I

** The result of the position of the cavalry train, and the loose olex

of march by the column of troops undar Major-General Franklin ea

the 8th of April, before the battle of Sabine Cross Roads, have beeaa

stated. A commanding officer is of course responsible for all tba£

occurs in his command whatever may be the cause. But, while it ^ra?

both proper and necessary for me to give personal attention to £b©

prompt advance of all the troops and fleet from Grand Ecore on this-

morning of the 7th. it was supposed that the movement of a single

column of 13,000 men, moving in advance on one road for a distance o§.

fifty miles in such a manner as to be able to encounter the enemy if h&
offered resistance, might be safely entrusted to an officer of the repin»

tion and experience of Major-General Franklin, whose rank, except in

one instance, was superior to that of any officer of the Expedition, or

of the Department of the Gulf.

"The difficulties of navigation, the imperfect concentration of fore^s,.

the incautious march of the 8th of April, and the limited time allotted

to the expedition, were the causes of this failure. We owe nothing ~.»

the enemy—not even our defeat. Gould any one of these difficulties

have been avoided, the object of the campaign would have been accom-

plished. But the occupation of Shreveport could not have been main-

tained. The presence of the enemy would have required such a foret?-

for its defense as could not have been supplied by the river, and foT

which no other arrangement had been made, as suggested in my dis-

patch of the 30th of March. The only possible method of maintainmg-

this position would have been to concentrate at this point a fdrre

superior in numbers to the enemy, with sufficient time to pursue bins

wherever he should move, even if it took us to Galveston on the Golf
coast. This was suggested as a possible result of the campaign, but it

was not rmbraced within the original plan, and was specially precluded

by orders received from the Lieutenant-General commanding tije

*nnies.

"
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To General Banks we accord the merit of making a very

fair report. Few Generals would have done this at the risk

of endangering a military reputation ; but what General

Banks lacks in being a great General, he makes up in being a

philanthropist, a humanitarian, a statesman and a gentleman.

That this campaign was planned in "Washington, is evident

from the co-operation, in its execution, of troops from three

:aeparate departments, and beyond the control of General

Banks.

Tlie full share of credit due to the First Division of the

"Nineteenth Army Corps during the Red River Campaign, was

never awarded until the official Report of Major-General

Hanks appeared. Of the conduct of this Division at Sabine

Cross Roads, of which the One Hundred and Fourteenth

Regiment formed a part, he briefly says :
" Nothing could

surpass the impetuosity of the enemy, but the inflexible

j<ti\adiness and valor of our troops. The First Division of
*

the JSTineteenth Army Corps, by its great bravery in this

<ictiun, saved the army andnavy." From further seeking the
** merits" of the campaign "to disclose, " or, from drawing

Its "frailties" from their "dread abode" we beg to be

excused.

The door of controversy in fixing the responsibily of its

result is yet open, and probably never will all opinions har-

monize respecting it; all agree only in one view—that it was

ill-fated, expensive and disastrous. Here we stop.





CHAPTER XXIY.

M They tpoke not a word

;

Bnt like damb statues, er breathless stones*

Star'd on each other/'—Shaksptare.

SEALED ORDERS—AT SEA AGAIN.

MOROANZA—CHANGE OF COMMANDERS—FLOATING BRIGADE—REVIEWS—SUDDEN ©SE-

DERS—WHERE ARE WE GOING '—ANXIOUS MOMENTS—EMBARK FOR JCS1T

ORIGANS—THE CRESCENT AND CORINTHIAN—BETTING—OTTR DESTTNATIOX—KB*
HART BENTLET—FORTRESS MONROE.

Our location at Morganza was pleasant. The First Division

was encamped on the bank of the river; the camps were

laid out in the regular order, and the heat of the sun broken

from the "shelters," by immense arbors which were con-

structed, sometimes continuing the entire length of a street.

Several changes in our commanders had taken place. Gen-

eral E. R. S. Canby had been assigned to the command of

the Division of West Mississippi ; General Banks reported te»

him us the commander of the Department of the Gulf; Gen-
eral J. J. Reynolds' command consisted of the troops

encamped at Morganza, and he was nominally our Corps com-

mander. Emory made a disposition of the unassignetl

troops of the Thirteenth Corps, which had been discontinued;

General Roberts commanded the Division, and General

Beale the Brigade.

About this time orders were received from General Canby
for us to hold ourselves in readiness to act as a " Floating-

Brigade,'' to embark on transports, which were kept con-

stantly at hand, that we might be transported with celeritj-
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from point to point, as there might be need. The guerrillas,

were, at this time, infesting the uninhabited districts along

the river, and the sight of steamboats coming down with

shot-holes in the smoke-stacks and sides, was not uncommon^

Thus, for a long time, we lay in momentary expectation of

embarking on " marine duty," but gradually we settled

down into the quiet of camp, and the depredations of the

guerrillas became less and less.

During our stay at this place two reviews were held; one

by General Emory ; the other by Major-General Daniel E.

Sickles.

On the evening of July 1 st, we held our parade as usual,

and the camp was as quiet and dull as it had been for weeks.

An unusual activity was discovered in the One Hundred and

Fifty-Third, which was immediately on our right, and soon

we learned that it was under orders to embark on a large

Ocean steamer which was lying at the landing below—and

that the whole Division was to move.

By some neglect on the part of the bearer of dispatches

the order did not reach our regiment until six o'clock. In

one hour's time our camp was struck, baggage loaded, and

the regiment marched aboard the United States Steam Trans-

poit Crescent, and at dark we were on our way to Xew
Orleans. Various were the speculations as to our destina-

tion. Some predicted Mobile; some Texas; some that we
wvvo to join and co-operate witli the Army of the Potomac.

On the 3d we disembarked from the transport, and were

marched to the Alabama Cotton Press, where we quartered .

until the day following, when companies E, K, G and B, 1

under command of Major Curtis, re-embarked on the Ores-

•<"/', with the One Hundred and Fifty-Third Xew York, and
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the remaining six companies were ordered aboard the United

States Propellor Corinthian. On the morning of the 5th,

the last named ship got up steam and followed in the wake

of the fleet. We were under sealed orders, not to be opened

until the pilot was discharged at the mouth of the river.

At that point we found the flag ship, the Headquarters of

General Emory, who was to go as the commanding officer of

the detachment of the Corps, fsst aground on the bar, and

we passed them gaily—wishing them success.

Bets soon run high as to our destination, and amid, an

almost breathless silence, Colonel Per Lee opened his sealed

orders and read: "You will proceed without unnecessary

delay, and report to the commanding officer at Fortress

Monroe. 7 '

A shout of joy went up, as few were contented to leave

the laurels of war entirely to the army of Virginia, without

fi share in them.

Our voyage by sea was unbroken by any incident of

interest, save on the 9th, we fell in with the barque Mary
Bentley, from Havana, laden with bannanas, plantains, oranges,

green turtle and sweet potatoes. We hauled up, and signaled

that we wished to board her. Colonel Per Lee and the

ship's Captain went out in the small boat, and found the

officers and crew of the Bentley much alarmed, taking us for

the pirate Florida. Learning our real, nature, they willingly

disposed of some of their fruits, potatoes, and turtles, which

added much to our meagre table. The Captain of the Bentley

had his wife on board, and stated that lie was then on his one

hundred and iir>t trip from Havana to New York.
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At ten o'clock of the 12th, we arrived at Fortress Monroe,

and learned that the rebels had just made another raid into

Maryland, and were threatening the capital.

The four companies under Major Curtis, had already pro-

ceeded to Washington, and were in the ritle.pits in front of

Fort Saratoga. "We were ordered to follow, and on the 18th

we joined them at the Fort.





CHAPTER XXV.

M The King of France, with forty thousand roen,

Marched np the hill and then marched down again."— Old Song.

SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN WASHINGTON IN DANGER.

DEFENSE OF THE CAPITAL—ORGANIZATION OF FORCES—GENERAL WRIGHT COMMANDS
—THE VALLEY—AFTER EARLY—HE ESCAPES

—

UAKrER'g FERRY—GENERAL SHERI-

DAN—PROSPECT OF A SHARP CAMPAIGN—PROXIMITY OF THE ENEMY.

As a portion only of the detachment of the Nineteenth

Corps had arrived, with General William Dwight command-

ing, we were temporarily attached to the Sixth and Eighth

Corps ; the former which had come up from the Army of the

Potomac for the defence of the capital; the latter which, for

a similar purpose, had been called from its rendezvous in

"Western Virginia.

These combined forces under command of -Major-General

Q. A. Gilmore, had assembled at Tennallytown, a few miles

from Washington, and on the 15th commenced a line of

march, following the retreat of the enemy, who had sue.

ceeded in effecting an invasion of Maryland, driving off large

numbers of horses, cattle, etc., and damaging to some extent

such property as might be of value to us.

The first day out, General Gilmore met with an accident

by the tall of his horse, and returned to Washington in an

ambulance.

Major-General Horatio Gates Wright, of the Sixth Corps,

succeeded him in command, and from this day we may date

the commencement of the most important campaign in which
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we had a share, if not one of the most important of the war.

The enemy had moved down the Shenandoah Valley,

crossed at the fords of the Shenandoah and Potomac, and

from thence pushed on towards the capital.

The Shenandoah, extending from Martinsburg to Staunton,

a distance of nearly two hundred miles, is, perhaps, one of

the most beautiful valleys in the world. The scenery, com-

mencing with the gigantic rocks and heights at Harper's

Ferry, and gradually softening down as we go up ; the river,

winding and turning along the base of the mountain ; the

Blue Ridge on the one hand, and Xorth Mountain on the

other, have been the objects of the pencil and the pen in the

hands of some of the ablest painters and authors of our day.

The country around is historic. In the early days of the

Colonies it was the scene of Indian hostilities, and Revolu-

tionary troubles; here the youthful Washington developed

his young military genius, and here the graves of his fallen

are yet to be seen. Here too, in the early days of the rebel-

lion, the tardy Patterson slept away a golden opportunity ; the

traitorous Miles tarnished the glory of our arms by an igno-

minious surrender ; here Hunter, and Banks, and Shields, were

forced beyond its limits; here Milroy cut his way through a

surrounding force, and until the last year of the war, so

adverse had been the results in the Shenandoah, that it had

gained the name of the " Valley of Humiliation."

This force under General Wright was hurried forward night

and day, passing through the Ridge at a point known as Snick-

er's Gap. Here Ave bivouacked. Oh, for a pen which can ade-

quately describe the beauty of the scenery. In front, rolled the

Shenandoah River, its munmirings faintly heard in the still-

ness of the evening; hundreds of camp fires dotting the
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undu luting farms around; beyond, Xorth Mountain lifting-

its dark head skyward, and the moon in its fullness rising

through the Gap. It was a landscape which might challenge

the admiration of the world.

Qn. the 20th we forded the Shenandoah, moved a mile in

the direction of Winchester and awaited the report of the

scouts, who had been sent out on a reconnoisance.

It soon became evident that the enemy had made a success-

ful crossing, and was now well on his way up the valley,

towards Richmond.

General Wright was not warranted in further pursuit, and

the force was, at night, put to the " right about," and returned

to Washington. On the 23d, we went into camp at what is

known as Batterv Vermont, a small redoubt strengthening

the chain of forts which surrounded the city.

Our stay in this vicinity was destined to be brief. Again

came the intelligence, that, flushed with the success of the

the recent raid, the enemy had been strongly re-inforced and

with Lee at its head was preparing for a still greater demon-

stration against the capital.

On the 26th we were again in motion. We marched rap-

idly all day, and until midnight, halting but a few hours, and

again pressing on. We forded the Monocaey
;
pushed on to

Harper's Ferry, and bivouacked on Bolivar Heights.

The information which we had received relating to the

movements of the Confederate force, proved unreliable, and

again we commenced retracing our steps. We halted for a

day at Frederick City, where we were joined by the Second

Division. The two Divisions were now united, and specified

as a "detachment " of the Nineteenth Army Corps, and placed

under command of General Emory, who had been recently
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brcvetted a Major-General. General Reynolds, with a small

Division, formed from the remnant of the Thirteenth Corps,

was still at Morganza, and nominally our Corps commander,

but the mass of the troops was with Emory.

On the 4th of August, we moved to Monocacy Junction^

and took a night train for Harper's Ferry. We bivouacked

on Maryland Heights ; crossed the river, and again settled

down at Bolivar.

On the 7th,' orders were received that the Army of the

Shenandoah, would be under the immediate command of

.Major-General Phillip II. Sheridan.

On the 10th we marched, passing through Charlestown,

the regiment singing, and the band playing,

^Johu Brown's body lies monlderiui: in the graund !"

We continued our march, and halted on the banks of a small

stream, known as Cedar Run.

We decamped from this place on the night of the 15th, and

the morning of the 22d found us again in the vicinity of Har-

per's Ferry. 80 regularly had we " retreated," " fallenback,"

and " retired,'' on this place, that we earned the name o£

"Harpers Weekly." The enemy, . in each case, followed

us down, keeping at a respectful distance ; and 3Iosby1
s

guerrillas were constantly harrassing us, and intercepting

our communications with the Ferry.

We now commenced erecting fortifications, hardly ever

completing them ere we would again change our position.

On the 28th the trains and surplus baggage were sent to

the rear, and the column moved to the front as tar as Charles-

town, and threw up temporary works. We remained here,
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however, only until the 3d of September, when we advanced

our line to Berryville. We had smart skirmishing almost

constantly going on in our front, both with musketry and

artillery, but neither party seemed desirous of a general

engagement.

On the day following, the column moved about a half a

mile to the right of the Berryville Pike, and commenced the

erection of heavy breastworks. This line of works extended

along the whole front of the three Corps, and, in many places

was of sufficient strength to resist the shots of [the heaviest

field artillery.

The enemy under Early, was known to be in force in our

immediate front. His skirmishers would occasionally emerge.

from the wood and fire at our pickets, but, on being pressed,

they would again retire under cover of the wood. It seemed
to be a kind of harrassing warfare, in which neither army
was desirous of bringing into action its whole force. It was
in reality, a kind of fox and goose chase, in which both
armies, at times, played the part of the chaser and the

chased.

About this time a hospital train of ambulances was sent

to the rear with the sick, and was captured near Harper's
Ferry, by Mosby's Guerrillas. Among the party were
Sergeant Charles II. Babeoek, and Corporal Daniel A. Tre-
maine, of the One Hundred and Fourteenth. Corporal
Tremaine being ill, the rebels left him at a school house, and
he subsequently fell into the hands of a Mrs. Holland, a

Union woman, who treated him with great kindness. Bab-
cock, less fortunate, was hurried off, and for several months
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kept in durance vile. Both were finally liberated. Corporal

Tremaine, however, reached his home only to die of disease

contracted in] the line of his duty. "We remained at this

place disturbed only by an occasional alarm, and uninter-

estingjreconnoisances, for nearly two weeks. The sound of

distant artillery would occasionally startle us from our sleep,

but except the light skirmishing of pickets, we were com-

paratively quiet.
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"He that outlives'this day, and comes safe home.

Will stand a tip-toe when this day is named.'"—Skakspi&rc.
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Thus, for some weeks the armies of Sheridan and Early

had confronted each other, each showing a strong front, but

neither seeming to wish an engagement. The pickets at

night sometimes approached within speaking distance.

" From camp to camp

The hum of cither anny stilly sounds

That the llxed sentinels almost receive H
The secret whispers of each other's watch. "

On the 18th, Sheridan's force, consisting of the Sixth,

Eighth and Nineteenth corps, with divisions of cavalry was in

bivouac on the right of the Berryville pike, and about two
and half miles from that town.

Report had massed Early's force at Bunker Hill, a few-

miles in our front and to our right. It was estimated to

number forty thousand, but this, like estimates generally,

was too large.

This was the position of affairs, when rumor paid that

General Grant was at Sheridan's headquarters at Charlestowm
As if by instinct, a movement was predicted, the whole army
seeming to share in this opinion, and so we were not surprised

when the order came on the afternoon of Sunday the 18th.
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We were delayed however, until two o'clock of the morning

following, when the whole army took up its line of march*

We [pushed rapidly on, heavy artillery firing being heard in

the advance. The several delays were not exceptions to this

march, and it was not until ten o'clock of the 19th that we
crossed the Opequan. Here we saw the wounded of the

cavalry division, and the preparations for an infantry engage,

ment were hurriedly made. We moved on, halting for a

time on a high knoll, behind, a dense wood, which shut out

the scene of the skirmishing and sharp-shooting which was

^oingonin front, but an occasional shell, bounding, whizzing

and bursting about our ears, kept us awake.

About eleven o'clock the Brigade to which we were

attached moved into the woods in column by regiments, the

Ono Hundred and Fourteenth in advance. It was evident

we were *oon to become hotly engaged with the enemy,

which seemed to be stubbornly disputing the ground in

front. The line moved nearly through the woods, and halted.

For some reason, but against all military science, tactics or

principles of war, the One Hundred and Fourteenth llegiment

moved on, while the rest of the line remained in the woods

As soon as we emerged from under the cover of the thicket

a scene unusually terrifying to troops met our eyes. A
portion of the Second Division of our Corps which had

been put forward in advance, was retreating in the utmost

confusions* We were pushed forward about a hundred yards

and halted in the clearing of some three hundred yards in

depth, then a thick wood. We had nothing in either flank.

In the edge of the skirt in our front, and not to exceed two

hundred yards away, Ave could see the rebel line and three

hat tic fla^s.
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Now came the most trying scene that can befall troops. We
were obliged to stand motionless for ten minutes, fearing to

deliver our fire lest we should kill our own men of the Second

Division, who were rapidly trying to get to our rear. Stand-

ing thus exposed, Ave lost many men before we had fired a

shot.

* As the enemy were evidently gaining by our delay, we

were ordered to commence firing, regardless of the few

stragglers in our front. The enemy's fire was terribly des-

tructive, but our line remained unbroken.

Colonel Per Lee passed rapidly up and down the line

speaking words of cheer, until he was himself struck down.

Major Curtis, ever active in trying times, had his horse shot

under him. He now assumed command of the 'battalion.

Kach company commander saw his men falling around him, one.

two and three, until mere remnants were all that remained.

In this exposed position our Regiment stood for more than

a whole hour. The enemy, taking advantage of the fact that

our flanks were exposed, got an enii lading fire on us, on our

left witli musketry, on our right with both musketry and

artillery.

The other regiments of the Brigade had deployed in our

rear, but rendered us no assistance. It seemed to us then

that they might have shared this desperate struggle with us.

or at least, have protected our Hanks.

Thus the One Hundred and Fourteenth was under a ter-

rible and galling fire from a whole Brigade, subject in

addition to the enfilading fire. Often the question is asked,

"Why did this Regiment sailer so severL'lv?'
,

Let our

position be considered. Oh, what an infinite degree of satis-

faction it was to see, in this atmosphere of death, the men
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stand so nobly up to t'lie work. Not a man quailed before

this storm; not a faee showed anything but a stern determin-

ation to remain on the spot until ordered to retire, even

though the ground on which the line of battle stood, were

to be the trench wherein it should be buried.

At last came the order, and our line returned into the

wood, and it was not until then that our fearful loss became

apparent. The battalion, now but a handful of men, marched

back in the best order, on its colors.

On entering the wood, we formed on the right of the

One Hundred and Sixteenth and One Hundred and Fifty"

Third regiments, which had deployed into line, and made a

charge across an open field of some hundred yards in depth.

"VVe were led by Major Curtis, and were subjected to a

most scathing fire from the enemy who was secreted in the

woods, at good rifle range. ""

Two color-bearers had already been shot down, and the

entire color-guard annihilated. In this charge, the colors

^ere borne by Lieutenant Edward E. Breed. We had

f>arely gained the point towards which we were striving,

s-lien he fell, mortally wounded. He was taken to the rear,

aod died that -evening. He was an officer of marked good

qualities, of great personal bravery, and died lamented by

all who knew him.

Having successfully charged across the field, we halted in

rear of a rail fence, and opened our fire on the enemy. All

this time the artillery, not only of the Confederates, but our

own, was making fearful havoc in our ranks, hut we held

*his position until every round of ammunition was exhausted,

ajid then asfain fell back into the woods.

lie-supplying ourselves, we again showed as bold a front
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as our thinned ranks would allow, and our steady tire checked

the advancing line of the enemy, and forced him again under

cover.

We were charged with the importance of fixing the limit

of the enemy's advance ; the position must be held, at all

hazards, in any event. To yield it, was defeat, to hold it,

victory. It icas held!

Had the enemy been permitted to mass his forces in

the wood, the day would have been irretrievably lost to

us. For three hours- we held this line, then we were relieved

by the Eighth Corps.

The process of re-organization now began, and we found

that we had lost eight officers, and one hundred and eighty

meu, a total of one hundred and eighty-eight.

We entered this engagement with less than three hundred

md fifty muskets. Our loss-^ad been nearly three-fifths our

entire number—and these killed and wounded—not a name
appearing on the list of prisoners.

A Stall' officer was heard to say, that the moment tlie

Second Division rout was discovered, the importance of

checking the enemy in his omct, became apparent, and that

lo gaining the woods he had gained the day; and that the

General wished to put forward a regiment which he knew
would stay where it was put.

The rebels had not only been checked, but severely whip-
ped, and now began flight before the Eighth Corps. We
joined in pursuit. We followed them to Winchester, the

cavalry charging them over the hills in front of the towo m
a most splendid manner.

" By Heaven ! it was a goodly 6>ght to see.

For one w'ao tad no fritcd or brother l&ere.^

i
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We had done our work. The rest was left to Oustar and

Merritt It was not until late, however, that we entered

Winchester,* and were ordered into bivouac. Darkness

drew the curtain over the scene, and tired, hungry, and sad,

for our departed comrades, we lay down to think of the

scenes of the day, and ruminate on the morrow.

As we wandered over that field and saw those brave men
lying still in death, with wounds in front, and their faces

rigid with the stern expression of warriors, we could but be

reminded of the exclamation of Pyrrhus, King of Epirus, on

viewing a battle-field strewn with the dead bodies of the

Komans: " Ego evm talHms viris breci orbem terfarum

9ubigerem"\

The desired result of this battle had been gained. ]Tor

some time Early's army had been engaged in harvesting the

products of the Valleyj and sending large shares to Richmond

to support the Confederate armies. The corn crop had not

yet arrived at maturity. With this army in the valley,

immense supplies must go to the aid of the Confederacy.

Kay more, it was also thought that we were to operate

against Richmond by an advance on Lynchburg. The valley

must, therefore, be wliolly in our possession. Thus, when

Sheridan sent Early "whirling" through Winchester, he

had gained the great object which for weeks had occupied

his attention.

The armies, Confederate and Federal, fought with a deter-

mination and stubbornness worthy of their character as

•This town has been occupied by Federal and Confederate force*, serenty-Bi*

ti»<* successively.

***!, with such men, could shortly subjugate the whole orb of the earth."
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Americans. Nearly equal in numbers, the former gained tLe

advantage of fighting on chosen ground* For a long time

the current of battle met counter currents ; alternately vio-

lory and defeat seemed near. Why was the day so nearly

gained, and then so nearly lost ? Americans were fighting

Americans. Said a blurting British officer to a gentleman

visiting London: "If this rebellion in your country is no

larger than you say it is, how happens it that you ever meet

defeats?" "Sir," he replied, "we are fighting our own
countrymen ; had the enemy been British, we would have

driven him away in half the time !"

The style of fighting of the One Hundred and Fourteenth

may be shown in its -casualties, which of themselves, make
almost a chapter in this history. The official report, as

forwarded to Headquarters, is as follows

:

Colonel S. R. Per Lee, throat, severe ; Adjutant A. F. Coope, finger-

Company A—Killed—Lorson D. Merrill. Wounded—Captain Daniel

W. Turner, hip, severe ; 1st Sergeant Joseph G. Washburn©,
arm, thigh and shoulder ; Corporal Charles B. Dudley, leg serious;

George M. Barrows, foot, slight; R. H. Trask, head, serious ; Hugii
Gaffhey, thigh, serious ; Vincent L. Adams, wrist, slight; Daniel W„
Tyler

;
thigh, flesh, slight ; George A. decker, side, slight ; Chauncey A.

Bradley. shoulder, serious ; Ransom E. Sage, head.

Company B—Killed—Leonard R. Brown, Cyrel Carpenter, Hezekia2s

Newton, John Nichols. Wounded—Captain Jacob S. Bockee, body,
severe

;
Corporal Albert Henry, hand and neck ; Corporal Foster J.

Blackman, ankle, slight ; Corporal John D. Farrell, forehead, slight ;

Corporal Orson M. Snow, leg ; Franklin Ames, arm and lungs, severe;

Francis W. Brown, hand; Israel Carpenter, leg; William H. Corastoek.

leg
: Simon S.Day, leg; Orville Frink ; William W. Jackson, bowels,

since died; Theodore Lewis, jaw ; Loren D. Newell, hip; John W.
Wrench, shoulder and hip.

Company C—Killed—Edgar Newton, Lyman Duran, John C. Dur-
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phey. Wounded—Captain William H. Longwell, hip, severe ; 1st Ser-

jeant John Bagg, shoulder ; Sergeant Charles Lotheridge, leg ; Cor-

I>oral Franklin Sackett, thigh ; Corporal John Brookins, back ; Corporal

Lyman Hall, arm; Corporal Alber; Wood, leg; Jolin S. Brazee, leg
;

Joseph Brooks, leg'; George Crumb, foot ; George Jones, knee ; Ensign

Pike, leg; Sylvester Phillips, leg ; Sergeant Harlow Glazier, hurt by-

failing limb ; Frank Beckwith, run over by horse. '

Company D—Killed—Coiporal George Cramplan, William II. Bennet,

George Collins. Wounded—2d Lieutenant Truman Smith, breast;

slight; Sergeant Albert Brown, leg, severe; Sergeant Joshua Beal,

shoulder, severe ; Corporal Daniel Carey, knee, serious ; Corporal E. H-

Lewis, leg ; Corporal Edward Evans, head, slight ; Alvin Stearns, foot,

severe ; John P. Davis, face, slight ; James H. Lont, hand : Charles J.

Steves, shoulder, severe ; James H. Story, knee ; Lucius M. Clifford,

lungs, severe ; Henry Wheelhouse, hip ; Ira G. Powell, slight ; Elias

J. Thomas, slight ; Charles Brass, ankle ; Henry D. Brigham, slight

;

Wightman Erskine, slight ; Patrick Devanny, bowels, severe, since died '>

James Lee, slight ; Nathan Taylor, slight ; David Bristol, slight; Owen
J. Edwards, arm, severe ; Mark R. Walby, severe ; John Merritt, knee.

Company E—Killed—Corporal William K. Corbett. Wounded—1st

Sergeant John W. Tombs, iiip, severe ; Sergeant Austin D. Cable, leg,

severe ; Sergeant J. P. Kendall, arm, slight ; Corporal Calvin B. Weld,

leg, severe ; Corporal William L. Laman, head, slight ; Frank M. Skill-

man, leg, amputated; Henry Andrews, hand, slight: William W.
Newby, leg, severe ; Jesse Rockwell, arm, severe; Peter Rogers, leg

contusion; Edward Post, leg, severe ; George N. Chappel, arm, severe;

William ^R. Fuller, head; severe ; Sidney A. Delamater, head, severe;

Henry Davis, hand, slight; Charles R. Hayward, body, severe : William

M, Horton, thigh, severe; Isaac B. Jones, hip, slight ; Francis McNeil,

leg, amputated.

Company F—Killed—Corporal George R. Miller, Alfred Davis

—

Wounded—Captain James F. Fitts, arm, slight ; 1st Sergeant Stephen

Weaver, head, mortal ; Sergeant Charles L. Williams, head
;

Charles J. Pratt, arm and breast; Fred. H. Honeeke, shoulder ; George

J. Mauesqn, neck : John W. Bell, forehead, serious : John Spun
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"bowels ; George Fountain, thigh ; Adin Deming, knee ; Amenzo Ellis,

wrist ; Albert B. Colburne, leg, slight.

Company G—Killed—Fennimore Short, 1st Sergeant Charles F. Sun-

ney, James Cahalan, Charles E. Thompson. Wounded—Sergeant

Daniel W. Kinney, leg, slight ; Sergeant Harrison Brand, leg, severe .

Corporal Colson Shepardson, leg amputecf; Corporal J. Wesley Morgan,

thigh ; Albert J. Holmes, thigh ; David C. Loomis, arm, slight ; Orange

E. Loomis, side, severe ; Frank Brooks, breast and knee, severe ; Warren

H.Howard, knee, severe ; Michael Horrigan, arm, slight ;Elbridge Lam-

munion, both legs and side; George Root, arm, severe ; Francis M,

Bebee, leg, severe ; George W. Hayes, wrist, slight ; Lucius A. Crandall-

flesh, leg; E. H. Vedlear ; H. T. Brown, leg; William Short, arm,

slight: Nelson Short, head, slight ; Francis M. Saunders, thigh ; Asa

Parker, wrist ; Moses J. Blakeman, arm ; George F. Gilbert, face, slight
;

-John H. Barratt, foot, slight.

Company H—Wounded—1st Lieutenant Edward E. Breed, breast,

since died ; 1st Sergeant Orlando J. Aylesworth, head, severe ; Sergeant

W. H. Lines, neck, slight ; Charles Hemenway, knee, slight ; Corporal

John R. Norris, both legs ; John C. Sayles, side, mortal ; Aaron W.
Strong, severe ; Julius Beekwith, leg, severe; John H. Stearns, mortal-

ly; W. K. Welch, leg, severe :' Benjamin. Allen, arm, severe; George

Thompson, leg, severe; Griggs A. Taylor, groin, severe ; Jacob Voltz.

leg, severe ; Georje A. Phelps, breast, slight ; William T. Burdett, leg,

-severe; Patrick Mullen, leg, severe; Ihomas McCue, knee, severe; E.

R. Aldrich, arm, slight: O. L. Stillman, abdomen; George Teed,

hand, slight ; M. E. Harrington, arm, slight.

Company I—Wounded.—Corporal Stephen D. Thompson, kSfce, severe ;

Oeorge W. Brown, both legs, severe.

Company K—Killed—A. P. Pangburn, Christopher C. Spencer.

Wounded—Captain 11. W. Searle, arm, severe ; Sergeant Daniel W.
Simms, hip, severe ; Sergeant George C. Billings ; Sergeant Henry G
Dixon, leg ; Corporal John B. Goodsell, leg, amputated ; Corporal.

William R. Coiwell, hand and leg ; W. M. Hudson, ankle ; Joseph J.

McCullough, breast, severe ; Thomas Walker, neck, slight ; Sidney

Corkins, finger; Joseph A. Wallace, bowels, dead; Cliuton K-

Nourse. wrist ; Charles E. Myres ; William E. Savage, leg, ampu-

!
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fated, Eugene Santee, leg; John Cadogan, leg, slight; (Jeorge P.

Halfhr„ legvslight ; William C. Norton, ear, alight.

It is a satisfaction to a soldier to know that his conduct is

approved and appreciated. It was a proud day for the regi-

ment, when the following communication was announced.

Headquarters First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps.)
\ Near Harrisonburg, Va., September 20, 1804.

)

Major O. H. Curtis—Sir : I am directed by the Brigadier-General

i'ommanjiing; this Division, to express to the otiicers and men of the

One Hundred and Fourteenth, New York Volunteers, his high appreci-

ation: of the noble conduct displayed, and signal service rendered by

the regiment on the 19th inst., during the engagement at Winchester.

The loss sustained but too clearly attests the position held, and the

devotion shown by the Regiment on that day, exposed as it was for

three hours- taavheavr cross-fire of musketry and artillery.

The General, while regretting the severity of the loss, rejoices that

so gallant a b*xly ot men is attached to the Division under his com

Voa are eecfostefl to publish this to your command.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J>.G. LEEFE, Acting Assistant Adjutant General.

&&d Brigadier-General William Dwight, a gentleman

thoroughly versed in the history of wars, and who for a long

time commanded the First Division of the Nineteenth Army
Corps, while in conversation with an officer : "In our country

mil justice is never accorded to such regiments as the

One Hundred and Fourteenth ; in fact, their services are

never perfectly known. That regiment deserves immortality

;

*aeh a place in history as has been given to the Scotch

tfaqn^ and English Guards, for their one day at Waterloo,

where I suppose the fighting was much less severe than that

of the One Hundred and Fourteenth at Winchester/'
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• " A very good piece of work, I asenre yon."

—
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Our victory was rendered doubly a victory by being closely

followed up. Our successes at Antietam and Gettysburg,,

are reproaches on the valor of our army, and had Sheridan

settled quietly down at Winchester, on the 20th, his success

would have been fruitless, and his army disgraced.

Not so, however. Pressing his cavalry forward that night

and giving his infantry a temporary rest, the early morning

dawn found the whole column in motion.

The proud army of Early, which had so boldly confronted

us, was now a broken and disorganized force, fleeing panic-

stricken ; in many cases abandoning their arms, and thinking'

only of escape into the mountains. He pushed on rapidly,

until he arrived at Fisher's Hill, a point of remarkable natu-

ral advantages, a few miles beyond Strausburg. Here he

collected the fugitives, and threw up hasty breastworks.

This positidh was such that it could hardly be carried by

direct assault. Every ridge, and knoll was strengthened,,

and artillery got into position. The vantage ground was

well chosen.

This was the condition of affairs on the 22d. On the

veiling of the 21st, our regiment was sent into the village
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of Strausburg, to do picket duty. We held the extreme left

of the line, our flank resting on the Shenandoah River. The

rebel picket was in good riile range from us, and a smart

firing was kept up all day. Our artillery was posted on a

high hill, in rear of the town, in an old earthwortk, called

Fort Banks, takiug its name from the General who made his-

memorable retreat from that place. - The Confederate artil-

lery was on the hill in front of the town, and thus, the entire

day was spent in artillery practice; short range shots, or

rotten shell occasionally dropping into the town.

While lying at this place the following order was received

and promulgated

:

••Headquarters First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, )

Near Stkausburg, Va., Sett. 20th, 1864.
)

General Okders, No. SO.

" Tht: Brigadier-General Commanding congratulates the Division on

•!: ir share in the batik of the 19th inst., near Winchester. The style

in which you repulsed the attacks of the enemy is worthy of all praise. It

was the same enemy you had beaten back at Sabine Cross Roads and

Pleasant Hill, and you treated hini in the same manner. You have

again shown, that order, firmness, and courage will always prevent the

» nemy from breaking your lines. You also found that the same order

and iirmness enabled you to break the lines of the enemy. Confusion

and unsteadiness alone lead to a repulse. You have lost some of your

i^-st officers, and most beloved comrades. The untarnished honor of the

i irst Division is their reward. They are happy in the arms of victory..

By command of

BRIGADIER-GENERAL DWIGHT.
J. G. Leeke, A. A. A. General."

It was evident that strategy alone eould force the enemy
from Imposition. Early in the evening, therefore, the Eighth
( orps made a detour to its right, and suddenly opened on the

I'-fl flank of the enemy. So unexpectedly was this move-
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mcnt executed, that the rebels, in haste, abandoned their

-artillery, and were put to flight.

The successful result was announced to the Sixth and

Nineteenth Corps in front, and a simultaneous charge was

made, the enemy making but a feeble resistance. Being

driven from his position, and saving but a small portion of

"his cannon, he again began a rapid retreat. At twelve, mid-

night, we were ordered to call in our line, and push forward

with the army. The further progress up the valley may be

called a chase. "We halted for a brief rest, at Woodstock,

and then pushed on.

On the 24th, our regiment was on the skirmish line nearly

all day. The Confederate line having taken up its position

just at night, behind a stone wall, we labored earnestly to

<iislodge it, but darkness closed on us, and we desisted. In

the morning, however, the wall was deserted.

The day following, we marched into Harrisonburg, and

went into bivouac. The infantry gave no further pursuit,

but the cavalry moved up as far as Staunton.

The following order was issued on the evening of Septem-

ber 27th:

" Heado.uap.ters 114tii Regiment N. Y. Volunteers, )

Harrisonburg, Sept. 27tu, 1SG4. j"

General Orders, No. 70.

"At tflfe request of Captain E. P. Pellet, Private Henry Andrews,

Company E, Ono Hundred and Fourteenth New York Volunteers, is

hereby promoted to Corporal, same Company and Regiment, to rank

from September 19th, 1864.

" Th« commanding officer of the regiment wishes it to bo undei stood
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that this promotion is made as a reward of merit, Corporal Andrew*

remaining with his company, although wounded quite severely, in the

early part of the engagement.

By Command of

O. H. CURTIS,

Major Commanding Regiment.

W. D. Thuhber, Acting Adjutant."

• We remained at Harrisonburg, taking the rest which we
*o much needed, until the evening of the 27th, when Major

Curtis received orders to escort a train from this point to

Martinsburg, for supplies. . This duty was given to us as a

sort of "soft thing," as it is called among soldiers, but of all

duty which is the most unbecoming to a regiment, that of

guarding wagon trains is usually considered the chief.

The country between us and our destination was known
to be infested with guerrillas, and great care was to betaken

to guard against surprise.

We set out on the 28th, with a train of several hundred

wagons, and had proceededUmt a few miles when we were

met by a troop of horse, moving up to join the main army.

With this cavalcade was Lieutenant-Colonel Morse, who for

several weeks had been on detached service in Xew Orleans,

charged with the duty of collecting and bringing up the

surplus bacrcrasre of the Division which had been left in the

Department of the Gulf, hymr hasty departure in July.

Without further incident, we arrived at Martinsburg, on

the evening of October 1st.

We bivouacked near the Eighty-Sixth Xew York State

Militia, Colonel Frederick Conkling, (which had been called

out lor one hundred days,) and evidently astonished both

officers and men by the ease with which fences were demol-
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"islicd—a military necessity, of course—and pigs, sheep and

chickens unceremoniously brought into camp; and it is a

noteworthy fact, that while we were living on the fat of the

land these other troops were living on short government

rations, with hardly wood enough to cook them, while,

nightly, blazing fires made our camp cheerful, and the songs,

dances and merry making of our men were looked on with

jealous wonder by these summer soldiers and sunshine patriots,

who had never yet tasted the luxury of battle, or smelt the

powder of the enemy.

Our orders defined our duty. The train, after being loaded

with forage and supplies, a goodly share of the labor of

which we performed, was to return to the army under our

protection. We accordingly "pulled out," on the morning

of the 6tb, and on that evening pushed a mile beyond Win-

chester. We resumed our march on the morning following,

and when in the vicinity of Strausburg, were met by return-

ing troops, which proved to be the advance of the army, with

"intelligence that the column was on its way down, and orders

for us also to return.

Pursuant to such instructions, we halted, parked our train

and awaited the arrival of the column. We then moved
back a ki\v miles, remaining on duty with the train until the

17th, when we received orders to rejoin our Brigade, which

was encamped on the right of the pike about two miles

above Middletown.
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CHAPTER XXVIII.

'•Much work for tears in many nn English mother,

Wher« sons lie scattered on the bleeding ground."—S/iateyxare.

SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN—CEDAR CEEEK

POSITION* OP THE ARMIES—A SURPRISE—FURIOUS ATTACK OF THE EXEMY—HE CARRIES

OUR WORKS—DESPERATE FIGHTING—THE ESElir SUCCESSFUL—CONFUSION

—

ALMOST A ROUT—GENERAL WRIGHT IK COMMAND—HE FAILS TO INSPIRE THE

TROOPS—GENERAL SHERIDAN ARRIVES—HE RALLIES THE ARMY—ON THE OFFEN-

SIVE—DAWNING OF VICTORY—SHERIDAN SHINES—EARLY IN RETREAT—THE DAY
CROWNED IN GLORY—IN OUR OLD CAMP AGAIN—OUR DEAD C03IRADES—THE ATTACK

EXPLAINED—CASCALITIES IN THE ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH—THE RETREAT

On the morning of October 10th, the army of General

Sheridan, held a line stretching from the Blue Ridge to

North Mountain, about three miles below Strausburg. The

enemy was known to be in force on Fisher's Hill, and the

intermediate ground was occupied by the pickets of both

armies. The Eighth Corps had the left ; its think resting on

the Shenandoah; the Nineteenth held the center; and the

Sixth the right, with its flank on the mountain. Extensive

works had been erected, covering the front of the Eighth and

Nineteenth Corps, and the natural advantages of the position

*>f the Sixth, were great.

As early as four o'clock in the morning, sudden and rapid

firing was heard on our left, and before a general alarm could

be sounded, the enemy had dashed over our works, and was

in t$fe immediate vicinity of our camps. So furious was

ihe attack, that the Eighth was thrown into a state of most

complete disorder; entirely scattered and routed. It formed
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110 lines. In fact, so perfect was the surprise, that many of

its men were killed in their tents; some, while sleeping.

In the meantime the other Corps had turned out in

line of battle, and were preparing to check the stampede,

which had already begun.

General McMillen, temporarily commanding our Division,

directed a movement of our regiment, and it was accordingly

moved by the left flank, and assigned a position on a knoll,

under the most scathing lire of the enemy. Again the metal

of the men was severely tested by disorganized and demor-

alized men rushing through our lines. The scene on our left

was one of great confusion. Men were running panic-stricken

to the rear, half dressed, and without arms, crying "Don't

go over there." " The Iteb's are coming," and uttering like

exclamations, which gave no particular pleasure to the ears

of men situated as we were.

It was evident, if we saved our trains and our artillery,

that the furious onset of the enemy must be checked. For

this purpose we had been established on this line. The

artillery of the Eighth Corps had already fallen into the

hands of the enemy ; not a piece had been saved, and now it

was turned on us, making fearful havoc. The fog was so

dense that we could not see the enemy in front of us; but

the rapid and incessant discharge of small arms and cannon,

the bursting of shells, and the whizzing of the bullets, ming-

ling into a sound like that of a moaning wind, and thinning

our ranks, told us unmistakably of his presence.

Presently he came dashing fiercely on our line, shouting

to our troops to halt, and trying to enforce the order by

sallies of most winning, and in too many cases, convincing

argument. Not only this, but our regiment was flanked on
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both sides, and the enemy fast getting possession of our rear.

Of course, lines formed under such trying circumstances,

and subject to such great disadvantages, must yield. We
began to fall back, not, however, until we had left nearly

twenty of our dead, and a proportionate number of our

wounded, to mark the spot where we had stood.

The whole line was now put in retreat. General Sheridan

had been, for some days, in Washington, and the command,

in his absence, devolved on IVTajor-General Wright. It was

now evident that the debign of the Commanding General was

not to halt and give battle to the enemy, but, if possible,

make good our retreat to Winchester. Occasionally we
would take advantage of a stone wall or fence and give the

enemy a temporary check, and then again continue our

retreat. We leave it to the reader to imagine the feelings

uf th<> army, as it was ingloriously fleeing from its pursuers,

and again marching down the " Valley of Humiliation.

"

During nunc of these movements, was the organization of

our regiment broken, but it retired in good order, and was

under as perfect control, as if it were only on drill.

We had moved back several miles in this way, when we
came to a halt. The Army Headquarter flag also halted.

There was a stir around it; then a quick galloping of officers

hither and thither: and then came a Staff officer, saying,

"Sheridan lias arrived on the field; he orders this retreat to

itop; he wishes it announced to this command that this night

the old camps of the morning shall be occupied.
1 '

The cheers for Sheridan were heard along the line; we
admired his courage, and his confidence in his nrrnv ; but

how fcn-;is it possible that an army disheartened by defeat,

with one Corps swept entirely away, could, without re-iu-

R
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forccments, drive b;ick an enemy which was flushed with

victory, and whose numbers must now greatly exceed our

own?
We moved back into a piece of woods and halted. What

man vwas there but that stepped proudly as we were once

more moving against our foa ? Who will ever forget the

confidence which this first step towards retrieving the fallen

fortunes of the day gave us ?

General William P wight, who, through the malignity of a

rival officer, had been in arrest, and deprived of the command

of Lis Division, was now, by the personal order of General

Sheridan, restored to his command, and as he rode along the

tine of his Division he was warmly received. He announced

that the army had been deployed from hill to hill, and that

he trusted in the courage of his Division to hold the center.

Presently a portion of the enemy was discovered advanc-

ing through the wood, and was met by a terrible fire from

•our line, which caused his speedy retreat. And then we
began our advance. The whole line was thrown forward,

and. after moving beyond the wood we discovered the enemy

preparing to make a stand. We rushed on cheering and

houting, and after a brief struggle it seemed as if the panic

"had changed quarters, and had now seized our opponents.

Their retreat was even more precipitate than ours had been,

and soon became a stampede.

Pen cannot adequately describe the exultant manner in

which we pursued them. liiding up and down the lines, at a

furious rate, was the gallant little Phil. Sheridan, wearing a

Line overcoat and a slouch hat, cheering the men on. Ilia

face beamed with pleasant smiles; and he seemed to survey

the scene with delight.
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The enemy, arriving on vantage ground, made a halt, but

^rur Division was ordered to charge him, and we went forward

on hi3 center with a will. It was broken ; a wheel to the right,

and we charged his left; then swinging entirely around, we
charged his right. All this work was done in less than half

au hour, and it Is questionable if such a succession of charges

with equal results, has before or since been made during the

progress of the war.

We now dashed on, maintaining neither lines nor order,

each seemingly trying to set ahead of his comrade. The

cuemy fled in dismay. "We pressed him; we shelled him;

me charged him ; we broke him.

At that moment Sheridan came dashing up, amid the spon-

taneous cheers of the troops, and turning to an officer by his

feide, said, " Colonel Forsyth, direct Custar to let loose his

cavalry." Away rode the Colonel, and immediately a mov-

ing mass of horsemen on our right, told us that the order was

being executed.

Forward they dashed, and from that moment dates one of

the most complete routs ever witnessed. Panic stricken at

the approach of this galloping army of troopers with flashing

cabres, the enemy was dismayed, his lines were broken, and

his wreck completed.

Pursuit continued; over hill, through valley we followed

tills mob, shooting them and shelling them in a fearful man-

Dvr. It was an exciting scene. The dead and dying of the

enemy thickly dotted every hill, many of them wearing the

^uiforras of our own dead and wounded soldiers, which but

a few hours before, they had inhumanly stripped, robbed and

aiHu^ed. It was glorious! Every one was elated, for ft

great defeat had been turned into a great victory.
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"We approached our old camp of the morning's disaster

with a shout. Sheridan was about to fulfill his promise, and

.orders came for each regiment to occupy the same ground as

of the morning. "We accordingly moved to our late.quarters,.

but how changed? Our whole line could now be formed ina-

company street, and it was not until this moment that we
fully comprehended our loss. As the empty chair at the

table stands as a sad monument of the dominion of death in

the household, so does the vacant places around the camp

fires, admonish us of his presence there.

That night as we wandered over that fatal spot where we
had offered up our sacrifice, and saw the faces of those brave

men rigid in that sleep that knows no waking, many a tear

was shed, many a heart ached as we thought that we should

hereafter miss them from their accustomed places, and the

scenes which knew them should know them no more forever.

"What," says he of the world, " do the hearts of these men,,

hardened in actions of strife, soften; does the eye moisten;

does the stern duty which calls them into such frequent com-

panionship with blood and carnage, put aside its authority?'*'

Ah, how little does he know of the sympathy which bind*

comrade to comrade

There is a friendship interwoven amid the joys and sorrows

of camp life, strengthened by the toil and fatigue of cam-

paigns, cemented by the scenes of danger and death, that

can hardly be known and appreciated in the world of luxury

and ease.

We gathered together, and laid side by side, our dead; we
removed our wounded to the hospital, and were preparing to

bivouac, when the order came to fall in ami move forward-

As tired aa we were, we obeyed with alacrity, and oar
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Division was pushed on to Strausburg, and took up its posi-

tion on the hills, on the right .of the pike. Here we remained

.ail night as a Corps of observation. In the morning we were

*t an early hour under anus, and our picket line was consid-

erably advanced. Elmore Sharp was wounded by a random

ahot, but no other casualties resulted. In this battle, as at

Winchester, we- lost severely. Again three-fifths of our men
had been stricken down. Among the officers killed, were Cap-

tain Daniel C. Knowlton and Lieutenant Isaac Burch; of those

who died of wounds, Lieutenants William D. Thurber, and

Norman M, Lewis. They were all officers of the first grade,

nigh, toned, gentlemen, beloved companions ; respecting

their individual merits, more will be said in future pages of

fchb work. It is still more lamentable to know that Lieuten-

ant Thurber was stricken down by the bursting of a shell

from, one of our own batteries, and it is a question of grave

doubt whether we suffered more on that eventful day from

the batteries of our friends or foes.

Our regimental loss in prisoners, was small, a few being

captured from the left of our line, which was, at one time,

entirely at the mercy of the enemy. Captain Charles W.
Underbill, and First Sergeant Dennis Thompson, both on

detached service at Headquarters, were also captured while

in an earnest prosecution of their duties. Sergeant Thomp-

son shortly after escaped; but Captain Underbill passed

several months in Richmond, an inmate of Libby Prison.

Report** as to the manner in which the attack had been

made, were conflicting. Some said that an officer of the

Confederate Army, in our uniform, relieved the pickets of the

the Eighth Corp*; but certain it is, that before an alarm was

sot£rdedr the rebels were in possession of our picket line.
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TBe more reasonable plan, as reported by rebel prisoners, is

probably correct.. All the night before the attack, Early wu»
'in moving a portion of his army across the Shenandoah^

tg them in single file along the base of the ridge, and

then re-fording the river, thus eluding our pickets, and par-

tially- gaming our rear. This force was to strike our flank r

while his main army- assaulted our front. The beating of the*

reveille was to be the signal ot attack. The result has-

been already shown.

The plan was a good one—a successful one—which few

would have conceived, and, less had the audacity to execute.

It was Early's last throw ; his reputation had been tarnishecf^

and now his all was at stake. He almost won ; and only for

tha will and nerve of Phil. Sheridan, our army would have

bees broken and disorganized, and our retreat out of the-

Valley certain. Instead, however, Sheridan plucked a
^aleadid vietory out of a great and appalling disaster.

Again we let our casualties stand as a monument of our

devotion to duty.

CompanyA—Killed—1st Sergeant Joseph G.Washburne ; 2d Sergeant

Fired Skinner. Private*, Orlando Smith ; George A. Decker ; Leroy N,
Havens. Wounded—1st Lieutenant Lucius Crumb, hip slight ; Ser-

geant Cnarles \V. Slosson, leg, flesh. Privates. Wilbur F. Young, leg,,

flesh. ; William A. Newton, leg, severe ; Albert H. Avery, side, severe- ;.

Frank B. P7tinney, leg, flesh ; Austin S. Southworth, leg, flesh ; Erastu*

L. Sill, Itead, severe: Walter F. Weed, jaw, severe ; John Rhodes, leg,

ftesk; Ernst Ztenian, log and body, very severe ; Elmore Sharp, thighv

flesh.,* Michael Gaflfney, foot, severe.

Company B—Killed— 1st Lieutenant Isaac Burch. Wounded—Ser

jeani Israel ^fonro*\ knee, slight. Privates, Horace T. Leach, groli*^

severe* Patrick Henry, hip. Vissing—OrvilleFrink. Prisoners—Dela-

van V. Burirngame ; George Tuft ; Frederick Munroe.

Company C—l*t Lieutenant Norman 35. Lewis, leg, severe. Killed

—
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Sergeant William H. Chamberlain ; Corporal Albert D. Wood ; Private

James E. Woodmansee. Wounded—Corporals, Homer W. Sisson, leg1

,

severe; Lyman Hall, arm, flesh. Privates, Chauucey Cobb, leg and

face, severe ; Benjamin F. Guile, back, severe ; George Jones, leg, severe ^

Charles F. Lamphere, foot, severe ; John McCormick, leg, slight ; Wins-

low Newton, leg, slight- Orlando Utter, head and foot, severe ; Sobieski:

Wiswell, leg, flesh. Missing, Abrani Bennett ; Isaiah White ; Robert

Hancock.

Company D—Killed—Captain Daniel C. Knowlton. Wounded—1st

Sergeant Joseph Reed, ankle, severe ; Corporal William Spicer, arm f

flesh. Privates, William El Williamson, knee, severe; Thomas J.

Hitchcock, head, severe ; Alfred A. Morse, leg, severe; Otis P. Snyder,

leg ; Charles Brown, thigh.

Company E—Killed—Sergeant WilMam W. Johnston. Private,

William A. Fuller. Wounded—Sergeant Jeduthan P. Kendall, hand,

slight ; John C. Stoughton face, missing. Privates, Henry Andrews,

body, severe ; George 0. Fitch, leg, severe ; Theodore Cable, hip, slight

;

Peter Rogers, back, slight; Charles J. Pittsley, face and hip, slight;;

James Dennis, leg, slight; Richard Marvin, knee, slight ; Frank ML

Mead, ankle, slight.

Company F—1st Lieutenant W. D. Thurber, thigh, mortal. Killed

—

Sergeant W. W. Wakely; Corporal L. E. Tew. Wounded—1st Ser*

geant W. F. Allen, arm, severe; Sergeant E. M. Utley, bowels, severe.

Privates, William H. Dunham, leg, severe ; R. E. Gritman, thigh,

severe; C. B. Teft, leg, slight ; Adieus Ellis, leg, severe ; A. X. Aldricht

bead ; James T. Avery, thigh, severe ; William H. Avery, leg, slight?

G. W. Crumb, thigh, severe; P. II. Houeeke. thigh, slight; Charles

Clark, arm ; Charles T. White, head and thigh, severe.

Gompnny G—Lieutenant J. P. AUis, arm. severe. Private William W.
Coakley, head, slight. Prisoners, Corporal William G. Burch. Private*

Wp.Pr.ce R. Elphick ; John Barrett.

Company 11— Killed—Sergeant Henry l>. Mason ; Corporal C. F.

Rreene. Private Angus S. Arnold. Wounded—A. J. Hamlin, side,

Revere; ()scc\r M. Cory, leg, severe; Rial Thompson, leg, severe; Lewi*

Thoi^vsou, leg, severe ; Henry II. Merrill, arm ; AdelbertS. Aek ley, foot;
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Wallace F. Potter, hand, slight ; Morrell Smith, arm, slight ; Orville L.

Stillman, liand, slight.

Company I—Killed—Privates, Valentine Palmer ; John L. Rhodes

Wounded—Captain H. S. Wheeler, shoulder, slight ; 1st Lieutenant N
W. Schcmmerhorn, leg, slight ; Sergeants, J. F. Wheeler and John Van

Dusen, head, slight ; Corporals. Edwin Stanton, arm and side, severe :

J. Q. Perry, leg, slight ; Elbert Widger, arm, slight. Private, Hervey

Stearns, leg, severe ; Niles Reynolds, leg, severe ; Frederick Pritchard,

face, severe ; Joel F. Bassett, leg, severe ; Woodall Eastman, leg.

severe ; Reuben Sherman, leg, slight ; James McKee, body, mortal ; B.

B. Kingsley, leg, severe ; William Lasure, hip, slight ; Charle3 Benson,

aide, slight ; John Hilliard, leg, severe ; Charles Eaton, head, slight

;

Lyman Briggs. ankle, slight ; G. XV. Allen, leg, severe ; A. C. Coajts.

leg, slight. Missing, Hiram Cross.

Company K—Killed—Private Edwin R. Coombs. Wounded—Ansel

D. Hopkins, shoulder, severe ; Enos Cook, arm, severe ; Cyrenus A.

Rogers, thigh, severe ; Thomas Walker, leg, severe.

The official report of General Sheridan of the battle of the

19th, known as Cedar Creek, shows the result of our captures :

" Captured 1200 prisoners, of rank and file ; Gl commissioned officers ;

48 pieces of artillery ; 40 caissons and 3 battery wagons ; 398 horses and

mules, with harnesses complete
; G5 ambulances, and 50 army wagons ;

1500 rounds of artillery ammunition ; 1500 stands of arms ; several

wa^on loads, including all the medical stores of the enemy; and a

large quantity of small arms and ammunition, and a large number of

battlo flags."

Our loss was nearly as follows

:

"Army of Western Virginia—Killed, CO; wounded, 350; prisoners,

400. Total 810. Nineteenth Corps—Killed, 400 ; wounded, 1200 ;
pris-

oners, 100. Total. 1700. Sixth Corps—Killed, 300 ; wounded. 1000;

prisoners, 50. Total 1350. Colonel Kitchen's Division—Killed. 20;

t» wounded, 150 : missing. 5*5. Total, 2'2G. Making a total loss of 4086."
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It will be seen from these figures, that the Nineteenth

Corps, has a greater proportion of killed and wounded than

either of the other Corps, Avhile its loss in prisoners is pro-

portionally much less. What can better attest its conduct

at Cedar Creek, than these figures, which, like facts, are stub-

born things. They have made its record ; neither pen nor

tongue can improve it.





CHAPTER XXIX

"Draw the curtain close,

And let ub all to meditation."

—

Shakspear*.

BHEXANDOAH YAXLEY CAMPAIGN AFTER THE BATTLE.

BT/RIAI.OFTHB DEAD—TRIBUTE TO OCR COMRADES—GENERAL ORDER. NO. 80—CAJfF

BU83BIX—A RECOJTNOISANCK—THE ARMY HTTTED AT STEVENSON.

On the morning of the 21st, we began to move back toward?

our old camp. Many of the dead were yet unburied, and

parties were set at work to collect and inter them, in all

cases, of recognition affixing headboards with name, rank

and regiment to mark the spot. Our dead were buried side

by side, and with the exception of the few which have been

disinterred by their friends ,there they lie now, where soon the

grass will grow over them and their resting, places be forgot-

ten. Would it not be for the honor of Chenango to remove

their bodies to some more cherished spot, and pay such

tribute, as she may, to those heroes? When living, she

wanted them ; has she forgotten them when dead? It U

true, neither "storied urn," nor " animated bust" can
" Back to its mansion call the fleeting breath, "

neither,
'• Cau honor's voice proToke the silent dust,

Or flattery soothe the dull, cohl ear of death,
"

and yet in a u neglected spot" they are laid; do not those

silent graves, which soon will be driven over by the plough-

share, call on us for protection? Have we forgotten the

dead, shroudless and eolHnless, that lie in them? Oh, we

<fc> plead for them, who can no longer plead for themselves.
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We were now reduced to two field and five line officers,

and the command of two companies devolved on each of the

latter. How sadly we gathered around our camp fires at

night ; and for many days the merits of our departed com-

rades were the chief topics of our conversation.

Lieutenant-Colonel Morse, who commanded us in the en-

gagement of Cedar Creek, was prompt in recognizing the

merit which his command deserved, and in speaking of individ-

ual cases among the enlisted men. This course called out

the following order

:

" Headquarters 114tii Regiment N. Y. Volunteers, )

Near Middletown, Va., Oct, 23, 1864. f

General Orders, No. 80.

" The Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding takes pleasure in announcing

to the men of his command, his entire approval of their conduct during

the late engagement of Cedar Run, on the 19th instant. The Regi-

ment was among the first engaged, and was foremost in the final

charge that cleared the works that had been gained by the enemy in his

first attack.

"The following promotions for meritorious conduct on that day, are

hereby announced, and will rank from this date :

"Company A.—Fourth Sergeant Elijah Snell, to be First Sergeant

vice Joseph G. Washburne, killed; Third Sergeant Charles W. Slawson

to be Second Sergeant nr<* Samuel A. Delevan, discharged ;
private

Elmore Sharp to be Second Sergeant vice William W. Slawson pro-

moted.

"Company F.—Private William C. Potter, to bo Corporal vice Lewis

E. Tew, killed.

" Company O.—Private William Potter to be Corporal and Lance

Sergeant.

"Company II.—Private Alonr.o B. Merchant to be Sergeant.

"Company I.—Private Ernst Johnson, to be Corporal.

* " Company K.—Corporal Sylvanus D. House, to bo Lance Sergeant.
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" Honorable mention is also mado of Sergerjat John C. Stoughton,

Company E., and private Stephen Barber of Company K., for gallant

conduct during the battle. The Lieutenant-Colonel wishes it to be

understood that these men have fairly earned their promotion by cour-

age and steadiness on the field of battle, and would hold them up as •

an example to the enlisted men of the Regiment. .

" While we rejoice at our great victory gained, we are called to mourn

the loss of many of our gallant comrades who fell while pressing for-

ward in the cause of their country. The memory of such heroes as

Knowlton, Burch and Thurber, and a host of others, will always be

green in our hearts.

By command of

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL MORSE.
C. L. Brown, Acting Adjutant."

The array remained at its eamp at Cedar Creek, until Kov-

-ember 9th., when it fell back* several miles ami went into

winter quarters at Camp Russell, so called in honor of the

late Brigadier-General Russell, of the Sixth Corps, who was
killed at Winchester.

The men now went to work with a will; the heavy-

timber was cut and comfortable quarters constructed. The
whole army was soon hutted

; its whole line stretching across

the valley about a mile below "NTewtown.

On the 12th, it appearing that the enemy was about to

make a demonstration, a reconnoisance was ordered,

under the immediate surpervision of General Sheridan, and

the whole force advanced to supporting distance in case the

enemy should strike, and, although the whole day was occu-

pied in sharp skirmishing, and in feeling of the enemy, an
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engagement seemed to be the last thing which he desired.

The troops were therefore, moved back to quarters, and

remained in comparative quiet until the 30th of December,,

when the army moved still farther down the valley, and once

more hutted itself at a point rive miles below Winchester, at

the terminus of the railroad, called Stevenson Station.





CHAPTER XXX.

"Idrown'd these newa in tears. "—SAatopeart*

STEVENSON STATION WASHINGTON.

run mrw tear—march in a snow sqaull—stevenson—cold comfort—takhto

ADVANTAGE OF THINGS—PICKET DUTY—DEPARTURE or SHERIDAN—HANCOCK

COMMANDS—DISCONTINUANCE OF THE NINETEENTH CORPS—SECOND DIVISION EM-

2ABK3 FOB SAVANNAH—DWIGHT'S DIVISION—GENERAL EMORY—EVACUATION OF

JUCHMOND—UP THE VALLEY—SUMMIT POINT/—ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT

—ITS EFFECT ON THE ARMY—DEPARTURE FOR "WASHINGTON—FORT SARATOGA.

The dawning of the New Year brought its perplexities to

us. Our Regiment had been left on the old camp ground, to

guard the lumber which remained until the returning trains

could transport it to the new camp. On the morning of

January 1st, in a snow squall, the wind blowing a hurricane.

we took up our march to join the main army.

We arrived at Stevenson about dark, and the prospect was

dismal enough. The ground was covered with snow, and the

chances for freezing to deatli seemed abundant.

But it must be a bad state of things, indeed, if a soldier

cannot draw some comfort from surrounding circumstances.

Bright tires were built, the snow scraped away in places,

leaves collected, and half-a-dozen men, rolling themselves up

together in their blankets, soon forgot their hunger and cold,

in sleep. How often do soldiers find comfort, like Sancho

Panza, with " God bless the man who first invented sleep ; it

•covers one all over like a blanket; it is food to the hungry

^nd drink to the thirsty."
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The morning following our arrival dawned pleasantly, and

the echoing axes were heard from early morn till late at

night. Three days sufficed to make the camp as comfortable

as the one we had left, and we were much nearer our sup-

plies and our mails. It is true, we had a vast amount of

picket duty to do, but the men consoled themselves that it was

the last year of their service, if ndt the last year of the war, as

appearances indicated. About this time we had some

changes in our commanders. General Sheridan had moved _^ I

up the Valley with the Cavalry Corps, and General AVinneld

Scott Hancock assumed command in his stead.

On the 20th of March, by a General Order of the War De-

partment, the Nineteenth Corps ceased to exist, and, as the Sec-

ond Division had already been sent to. Savannah, Brevet-

Major-General Emory was ordered to the Department of the

Cumberland. Our Division organization was retained under

the name of ''D wight's Division."

In taking leave of General Emory, who had so long com-

manded the Nineteenth Army Corps, of which the Qne

Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment formed a part for over

two years, we cannot refrain from giving the following per-

sonal sketch of this commander, who, on its discontinuance,

was sent to other fields of duty and usefulness:

"Gen. Emory graduated at West Point in 18-31, in the artillery, end

served with distinction throughout the Mexican war, receiving three bre-

vets for gallant and meritorious services. I will not speak of

his valuable services in running the boundary lines between Mexico and

the United States, which have been published to the world by Congress.

Early in 18G1, Emory (then Lieutenant-Colonel) assumed command of

the troops on the northern frontier of Texas, under the qualified com-

maud of General Tw'figs. Unlike that officer, however, he brought

*iij| command, about TOO strong, North in sufety, though opposed by
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more than 5,000 of the enemy. Reaching the Northern States with hia

command, he was much surprised to learn that his resignation, sent in

at a time when the President of the United States was declaring that

the government "had no right to coerce" seceding States, and when it

seemed to all that there would be no war, but recalled two days after it

had been forwarded when he learned that his services would be needed

against the rebellion, bad been accepted. Mr. Lincoln, who through"

out the war had the highest opinion of Gen. Emory, re-appointed him

at once.

He was in the battle of Williamsburg and Hanover Court-House, at

which place the brigade under his command made the great chargo

which separated the two wings of the rebel army and won the day.

At Camp Bisland, La., on April 13th and 14th, his Division, the Third

of the Nineteenth Corps, aided by Gen. Weiizel'a brigade, captured the

strongly entrenched position of Fort Bisland, and he was reccommended

by Major-Gen. Banks for promotion for his " conspicuous gallantry and
good judgment. " Daring the campaign at Port Hudson, he was de-

tached to take command of the important post of New Orleans, and
with 4,CC0 men, three-fourths of whom were colored troops raised by
him for the emergency, on his own responsibility, defended that section

of the country successfully against a force of 13.000 of the enemy. Tho
battles of LaFourche Crossing, and Fort Donelson, fought under his

orders in June 'Go, were pronounced, by every one, as the most gallant

of that year in Louisiana.

" At Sabine Cross Roads on April 8, 1SG4, his Division, the First of

the Nineteenth Corps, after the repulse of the Thirteenth Corps and all

the cavalry, was marched by him to the front at double quick time, and
withstood the advance of the whole of Dick Taylor's forces, repulsing
the enemy with severe loss. The next day at Pleasant Hill, the mag-
nificent charge of two brigades of his division, gallantly aided by the
whole of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Corps, under Gen. A. J. Smith,
drove the enemy in rout from the field. At Cane River he was assigned
by Gen. Banks to the command of the troops moving against that

position, and by a brilliant flank, and front attack carried the fords of

* the river and the opposite heights, opening the way for Gen. Banks'
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army to Alexandria. Gen. Franklin, in forwarding his report of the

battles of Sabine Cross Roads and Pleasant Hill, says of Emory, among

other handsome things, " I desire also to testify my high appreciation

of the great gallantry and good sense and military judgment displayed

by Gen. Emory in the battles reported.

"When after the fearful battles of the Wilderness, Gen. Canby was

railed upon for troops, he selected the First and Second Divisions of the

Nineteenth Army Corps, placing them under command of Gen. Emory,

taying that he sent his best troops and best officers. For his service*

in this campaign he was made Brevet-Major-General of Volunteers.

" At Winchester, Emory was at all times in the thickest of the fight,

encouraging his men when they were hard pressed, and leading them

on in the final charges that seut the enemy, whirling up the Valley.

At Fisher's Hill he personally superintended the capture of the enemy's

rifle pits in his front, and to him was assigned the advance that night

iu pursuit of the enemy. At Cedar Creek, exposed by the rout of the

Eighth Corps, his Corps, attacked in front and flank and rear, fought

its way back, inch by inch, under his eye, and by a splendid charge,

supported on the left by the Sixth Corps, broke the enemy's lines,

doubling their left back upon the center and right. Custar did the

finishing work here as all know.

"Gen. Sheridan recommended Emory several times for promotion for

his gallantry and distinguished services. In one letter Gen. Sheridan

says: "Gen. Emory commanded the Nineteenth Corps at the battles of

Opequan (Winchester.) Fisher's Hill, Cedar Creek ; in all the*e engage-

ments Gen. Emory was iu the thickest of the fight and behaved with

great gallantry and coolness.

" Emory has held many other important commands, but our space

forbids us to mention them here. **

" Lately Gen. Emory has been made Brevet-Brigadicr-Gencral in the

regular army as a recognition of his services during the war.
u Emory since the Shenandoah campaign, has also been recommended

for promotion by Lieut.-Gen. Grant. " *

*<<e ha* alnce been matie full Major-General of Volunteers. r
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The evacuation of Richmond threw the army into a fever

of excitement. The uncertainty of the movements of the

Confederate army rendered the suspense almost unbearable.

Some reported that it was moving down- the Valley, and

preparing to make one desperate assault on Washington.

Hancock, to be prepared for an emergency, broke up his

winter quarters and on the 5th of April, commenced a move-

ment up the Valley, declaring that the " enemy had not yet

developed himself, and it was uncertain where he would

strike."' Report said that forty thousand rebels were withhi

five miles of Winchester, but it proved false, and our army

met with no impediment in its march, and halted near Kerns-

town. Events soon showed that the army of Lee was not

moving down the Valley, and in fact, during our stay at this

place, we learned of his surrender to Lieutenant-General

Grant. We moved back to Mill Creek, two miles above

Winchester, remaining^ however, until the 10th, when, pur-

suant to orders, we marched to Summit Point, a Railroad

station a few miles above Charlestown,

' While here, the appalling news of the assassination of the

President reached us. There was but one opinion ; one gen-

eral sorrow, deep and heart-felt. Each soldier seemed to feel

that he had lost a friend, and the nation a savior. The luster

of the career of Abraham Lincoln will brighten with time,

and his sainted memory be cherished in every land where

freedom holds a place in the hearts of men.

The ratification of the Constitutional Amendment abolish-

ing Slavery in the United States, is the crowning of the great

* object of his life. From his throne, amid the starry heavens,
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he looks down on the manumitted race of slaves, and sees his

labor of love consummated ; his cherished hope fulfilled.

M God's workmen di«, but Ilia work goes on."

We did not remain long at Summit Point. The recent

tragic events which had transpired at our National Capital

made it necessary that a more efficient force should be stationed

in that vicinity, andD wight's Division was thereupon ordered

to proceed there by rail, without delay.

The Division arrived in "Washington on the 21st, and the

One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment wentiato camp near

Tennallytown. It subsequently moved to the right, near

Fort Saratoga, which is about two and a half miles from the

<Uj. -





CHAPTER XXXI.

"Last scene of all,

Which ends this strange eventful history."—S hakeptare.

HOME AGALN' CLOSING EVENTS.

J3JBRXNDBR OP LEE AND JOHNSTON—THE WAR VIRTUALLY CLOSED—MUSTER OCT CX

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH—COMPLIMENTARY ORDER—SUTTER AT THI

AVENUE HOUSE—EN ROUTE FOR HOME—ARRIVAL IN ELMIRA—PREPARATION'S FORA

RECEPTION—OVATIONS IN THE SEVERAL TOWNS—RECEPTION IN NORWICH—AD-

DRESSES OF MR. KINGSLEY AND COLONEL PER LEE—TRANSPARENCIES—THE L«*T

BREAKFAST—DISBANDMENT.

Tiie surrender of Lee's and Johnston's armies proclaimed the

close of the war, and now the men were anxious to return to

their homes. While there was an enemv in the field, the

promptings of duty had prevented an outward expression,

but now the service seemed irksome, and they were clamorous

to "go home."

Shortly after the Grand Review, in which tire One Hun-

dred and Fourteenth participated. General Orders, No. 5S,

Headquarters Middle Military Division, Major-General Wm

S. Hancock commanding, directed the immediate muster-out

of all troops whose term of service expired before the 1st

of October. The One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment

fell under this rule, and on the morning of June 8th, at its

camp, near Fort Saratoga, it was formally mustered out »f

service, by Captain E. P. Pellet, Assistant Commissary of

Musters, of Dwight's Division, and General Orders, No. 13,

Headquarters"Dwight's Division, promulgated, from which tins

following is an extract

:
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ght's Divisro:

June 5, 1865.

Headquartkrs Dwight's DivisroN,
\

Qbskral Orders, No. 13.

" L—Pursuant to General Order, No. 94, War Department, Adjutanl

CUueral's Office, Current Series, and General Order, No. 08, Headquar-

iers Middle Military Division, Current Series, the 114th, HGth, and

133d New York State Volunteers, are hereby ordered to be musteied

out of the service of the United States.*#*#*
** III.—In parting with these gallant regiments, after so long a period

<t service, the General commanding feels regret, mingled with pride,

when he recalls how patiently they endured, how bravely they hav«

fought, and how nobly they have won. Fort Bisland, Port Hudson,

Sabine Cross Roads, Pleasant Hill, and Cedar Grove, bear witness to

this. To all these regiments, the General commanding, renders his

fceartfelt thanks.

"" To the I14th, the General commanding tenders his acknowledgment*

specially for the manner in which, under his eye, at the battle of

Opequan, they fixed the limit of the enemy's advance on that day. and

hj obstinate fighting, did such signal, conspicuous service.

"The memory of the fallen will ever be cherished by the Division-.

They sacrificed themselves to its glory.

By command ot

BRIGADIER-GENERAL DWIGHT.
J. (i. Leetk, A. A. A. General."

In leaving the Division, we regret that we have not a meme

extended personal sketch of General D wight. lie is the son

of William D wight, Esquire, of Boston, and entered the

•ervice as Colonel of the First Excelsior Regiment, (Seven-

tieth Regiment New York Volunteers). He served \vith

distinction in the Army of the Potomac, and was therefor

appointed Brigadier-General. lie was severely wounded in

one of those desperate struggles, and has had two brother*

*ill^d in the service. lie went out with the Banks expedi-
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tion, and was identified with it until his Division returned to

Virginia. He is a young man of good abilities, and was su-

able commander. He has lately been mustered out of service,

being among the last of the Volunteer officers in the service..

Before leaving Washington, the officers of the regiment

were kindly invited by Mr. Hiram King, Proprietor of the

Avenue House, to an evening's entertainment. After an

hour's social chat, a bounteous table was spread with all th&-

luxuries of the season, and the popping of Champagne corks

added to the interest of the occasion.

After mutual congratulations, the party broke up, but the-

memory of Mr. King's hospitality on this, as on former occa-

sions, will long be remembered.

Mr. King is a Chenango County man, and seemed to take-

an]especial interest, in what he terms, the "Chenango County

Regiment."

On the evening of the 8th, the regiment took cars for

Baltimore, and from thence to Elmira. Here it remained a

few days, was paid otf, and with joyous hearts the men were

preparing to proceed once more to their homes, and to meet

those they loved.

At Elmira, one ot those sad circumstances occurred in the

death of George Agard, who was run over, and killed by the

cars.

During this time, our friends at home were not idle. Oxp

the first intimation that the regiment was on its way North,,

they went actively to work to give it a reception. They
showed by their untiring efforts, that they had not forgotten

these men, who, nearly three years before, had marched

away, to protect their interests and their honor. We make
up our reports of the measures taken for the reception, mainly
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from the official proceedings of the several meetings which

were held for that purpose.

On receipt of the news that our regiment was on its way
home, a notice was issued, calling a meeting at the Court

House, on Thursday Evening, June 8th, 1S65, at eight o'clock,

to make preparations for their reception. A large number

met accordingly. H. X. "Walter was appointed Chairman,

and I. S. Newton, Secretary.

On motion of B. F. Rexford, the following Committee of

Arrangements was appointed

:

Edward Childs, X. P. Wheeler, Daniel M. Holmes, David

L. Follett, T. DeWitt Miller, Robert A. Stanton, George H.

Spry, Samuel Stevens, A. J. Avery, D. A. Carpenter, David

Maydole, Roswell Curtis, John W. Weller, E. T. Hayes,

John Mitchell, George M. Tillson, Charles R. Johnson, H. N.

Walter, Hascall Ransford, Thomas Milner, John F. Hubbard,

Jr., Rufus Graves, James G. Thompson, D. M. Powers,

George Rider, O. C. Burnham, James II. Smith.

This Reception Committee met at the Court House, on

Friday morning; Edward Childs was appointed Chairman,

and John F. Hubbard, Jr., Secretary, and the following wers

added to the Committee :

Warren Newton, Isaac S. Newton, W\ X. Mason, Benja-

min Frink, David Bedford, John A. Randall.

On motion, sub-committees were appointed as follows:

On Telegraphing for information when the Regiment will

reach Norwich, *fce.—John W. Weller.

On Finance—N. P. Wheeler, A. J. Avery, J. II. Smith,

W. X. Mason, T. D. Miller, Benjamin Frink, David Bedford

On Music—David Maydole, Roswell Curtis, and George

Utter.
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On arrangement of the Fair Ground and Building—John

A. Randall, D. M. Powers, II. Ransford, Charles R. Johnson,

and George H. Spry.

The following Committee of Ladies was appointed to

assist in providing for the reception:

Mrs. Ezra Hewitt, Mrs. B. Gage Berry, Mrs. Edward

Childa, Mrs. W. H. Church, Mrs. John Mitchell, Mrs.

Warren Newton, Mrs. N". P. Wheeler, Mrs. W. X. Mason,

Mrs. Harvey Hubbard, Mrs. D. M. Holmes, Mrs. N. H.

Button, Mrs. Doct. Thompson, Mrs. Nelson Pellet, Mrs.

G. W. Avery, Mrs. A. J. Avery, Mrs. David Bedford,

Mrs. Lewis Kingsley, Mrs. O. M. Hughson, Mrs. David

Maydole, Mrs. David Oviatt, Mrs. R. Porter Wood, Mrs.

H. K. Bellows, Mrs. B. F. Rexford, Mrs. Benj. Frink, Mrs.

George Rider, Mrs. R. Close, Mrs. H. N. Walter, Mrs.

W. M. Conkey, Mrs. David Griffing, Mrs. E. B. Smith.

Mrs. A. J. Carpenter, Mrs. John Fryer, Mrs. William

Breed, Mrs. Cyrus R. Brown, Mrs. W. A. Cook, Mrs. S.

S. Merritt, Mrs. E. M. Eldridge, Mrs. C. R. Johnson, Miss

Lavinia Guernsey, Miss Amelia Foote, Miss Kitty Bedford,

Miss Mary E. Curtis, Miss Harriet Brown, Miss Hattie P.

Barnes, Miss Love E. Thomas, Miss Emma Bump, Miss

Emily Johnson, Miss Kitty N. Breed, Miss Maria Cook,

Miss Mary Lewis, Miss Ella J. Marr, Miss Hattie S. Chapman.

Committee on Salute.—Colonel L. A. Rhodes, Major J. R.

Wheeler, and Captain M. P. Vosburg.

To solicit Provisions from persons not in the Village

—

Captain R. A. Stanton, Charles E. Childs, Colonel L. A.

Rhodes, H. ST. Walter, John W. Weller, George IT. Spry,

A. J. Carpenter and Rums Graves.

To Invite the Military, the Fire Department and the Civic
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Societies to participate in the reception—J. G. Thompson

and J. F. Hubbard, Jr.

Captain George M. Tillson was appointed Marshal, and

George H. Spry and Captain R. A. Stanton, Assistant

Marshals.

The Committee then adjourned to meet at the same place

with sub-committees, at half past seven o'clock P. M., at

which time it met and adopted the following:

Resolved, That the Committee of Arrangements cordially extend an

Invitation to all former members of the 114th Regiment, who at any

time have been honorably discharged from it, to participate with the

Regiment in the Dinner that will be provided on the occasion of the

reception, and that a sub-committee furnish such former members of

the Regiment with tickets for that purpose free of charge.

Other sub-committees were named as follows

:

T. D. Miller to visit Elmira and intermediate places, to

confer with Committees of Reception on the route, and with

Officers of the Regiment.

To confer with the Committee of Ladies—D. M. Holmes,

X. P. Wheeler and Thomas Milner.

On Printiug and to distribute tickets— IT. N. Walter, J. G.

Thompson and D. M. Holmes.

On the Order of Exercises—X. P. Wheeler, J. F. Hub-

bard, Jr., and T. D. Miller.

And it was
Resolved, That each Committee audit its own accounts, and -certify

the tame to the Treasurer.

James H. Smith was appointed Treasurer of the

Committee.

It was then

Retohed, That an arch be built across the street at some appropriate

place for the Regiment to paa* under it. and that the preparing of If

Ws^atrosied to the Committee on Fair U round and Building.
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Adjourned to half past seven P. M., June 10th, at which

time met and adjourned to Monday evening.

The following amount of money was subscribed by the

following named citizens, but as only about one-hall* of it

was expended, the balance was refunded to them

:

O. M. Hughson, $50 00 ; Isaac Foote, 25 ; N. P. Wheeler, 25 ; W. B.

Pellet, 10 ; II. B. Hovt, 25 ; II. L. York, 25 ; Waters & Rider, 15 ; Geo.

W. Sholes, 10 ; J. & Thompson, 10 ; R. Harkness, 5 ; P. W. Clarke, 10
;

J. W. Weller, 10 ; H. Goodrich, 6 : C. B. Smith, 5 ; Jos. Slater, 5 ; T. D.

Miller, 10 ; H. C. Wilcox, 5 ; Tanner & Gregory, 2 ; H. Phelps, 5 ; D.

L. Follett, 5 ; II. C. Brown, 5 ; Rex ford & Kingsley, 9 ; D. Maydole &
Co., 5; T. Milner & Co., 10; R. B. Prindle, 5; D. A. Carpenter, 10

James H. Smith, 25; Benjamin Frink, 10 ; E. Smith & Co., 5

Alex. Foster, 2 ; Rufus Wells, 1 ; Robert Walworth, 1 ; A. J. Hunt, 1

P. L. Wescott, 3 ; J. S. Allen, 10 ; B. Gage Berry, ; D. Merrill, 1

Thomas Rogers, 1 ; D. Jennings, 1 ; P. C. Rogers, 1 ; G. R. Wescott, 2

H. C. Bosworth, 1 ; Thos. Smith. 1 ; Smith Steere, Jr., 2 ; E. D. Baker,

1 ; William Snow, 25 ; Ira Spauldrag, 25 ; Hiram Gates, 2 ; Burnham &
Crain, 5; II. Hansford, 5 ; John Mitchell, 25; D. Grilling, 5; W. M.

Conkey, 5; Ausel Berry. 5 ; Jeduthan Newton, 1; Warren Hall, 1;

Emory Lewis, .75 ; J. II. Latham. 2 ; B. B. Andrews, 25 : Win, H. Chap,

man & Co., 20 ; I). E. S. & D. Bedford, 20 ; Hill & Mitchell, 20 ; Johnston

k Field, 20 ; R. Johnson & Son, 20 ; Warren Newton, 25 ; Charles Hop-

kins, 10; E. T. Hayes.. 10; Isaac S. Newton, 15; Charles Rich, 10; R.

Close, 10 ; T. J. Noyes, 10 ; Jonathan Wells, 5 ; George Rider. 10 ; Scott

& Conway, 10; H. Bennett, 10 ; D. Oviatt, 5; A. jC. Latham, 5 ; II. N.

Walter & Co., 10 ; E. & E. L. Brown, 10 ; H. G. Prindle, 5 ; H. K. Bel-

lows, 15 ; Cor & Rape, 5; Hansford & Co., 5; L. D. Bacon. 5; G. H.

Fairbanks, 5 ; II. Thompson, 5 ; N. B. Hale, 5 ; M. & D. Conway, 5 : A.

C. Greenman, 5 ; C. G. Sumner, 5 ; P. V. Chamberlain, 5 ; J. M. Mabie,

5; E. W. Houck, 5 ;
W. K. Loomis, 5; J. F. Hnbbard, Jr., 5 ; W. G.

Mand«ville,2; John Wilkinson, 2; S. II. Weeden, 2; VV/C. Main, :j ;

J. Van Smith, 2; Lewis A. Rhodes, 2 ; T. & G. Bavin, 3; H. A.

Rindge, 2 ; John Hammond, 5; J. W. Thompson. 2; Miss. Roberts. 5.

Mrs. Stanley, 5 ;
Mis*. Jefferies, 3 ; Mias. II. Carhart. 5 ; R. Curtiss. 5 :
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T. J. Bailey, 5 ; Stephen Gibson, 5 ; Truman Enos, 1 ; Wm. Weiler,

5 ; Henry Snow, 5 ; John Crawley, 10 ; A. J. Avery, 3 ; C. L. Teft & C^
2; S. M. Hand, 1 ; C. M. Purdy, 2 ; Samuel Cole, 2 ; Ralza Crumb, 2 ; C-

C. Frink, .50; E. Dimmick, 1; D. M. Holmes, 5. Whole amount of

cash received, $950.49. Whole amount expended, $449.54. Surplus

refunded, $500,95.

It should be stated, in justice to many persons whose

names do not appear in the above list of subscribers, that

such persons made valuable donations for the reception of

the Regiment, in provisions, services, use of teams, cyjc.

Thus arrangements were fully perfected for the reception

of the Regiment which left Elmira on Saturday the 17th,

at two o'clock. Upon its arrival at Binghamton, it was

warmly greeted and furnished with a lunch abounding in the

good things so much prized by soldiers, after partaking

bountifully of which, the Regiment left for Norwich. At

Chenango Forks it was met by a delegation from Greene wh©

escorted it to that village, where it arrived on Sunday noon.

An elegant dinner was prepared, and when we say it did

justice to the known liberality of the citizens of that enter-

prising village, we but reiterate the universal praise bestowed

upon it by those who partook of it. A handsome reception

speech was made by R. P. Barnard, who, in behalf of the

citizens, bade the Regiment welcome. At five P. M., the

Regiment set sail for Oxford, and after a perilous voyage

upon the raging canal, arrived there at three o'clock, A. M.

of Monday the 19th. A lunch had been spread to which

amplejustice was done. At nine o'clock A. M., a splendid break-

fast was served by the citizens, which reflected great credit

upon the liberality as well as the patriotism of Oxford. After
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receiving the congratulations of the citizens, at eleven o'clock

the Regiment left for Norwich.

At twelve o'clock, the signal <run announced the fact that

the One Hundred and Fourteenth was nearing Norwich,

when a large concourse of citizens wended their way to the

Canasawacta bridge, on South Main Street. The resrinient

soon arrived, and was quickly furnished with arras from the

Armory of the One Hundred and Third Militia Regiment,

and the procession formed iii the following order:

1. Brass Band.

2. Committee of Arrangements.

3. Ladies' Committee in Carriages.

4. Norwich Fire Department, led by the Martial Band.

5. One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment, led by its own
Band.

6. Disabled and wounded soldiers in carriages.

7. The Teachers and Students of the Academy, and other

schools.

8. Citizens and strangers.

In this order the procession marched under Captain R. A.

Stanton, and George II. Spry, Marshals, to the Court House,

where the reception ceremonies proper were to take place.

While marching up Main Street, the procession was wit-

nessed by a dense concourse of citizens, who lined the street

upon either side, and, upon marching to the public square, it

was found to be literally crowded with people. The brave

boys in blue were the observed of all observers, and were

frequently cheered during the march, by the admiring multi-

tude. When the procession reached the Court House, the

regiment showed the people something of what it could do

in the lino of manoeuvres aftur which, placing themselves in
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the attitude of a eharge^they soon cleared their way to the.

Court House.

When order was restored, Rev. Samuel Scoville eloquently

and feelingly addressed the Throne of Divine Grace, invoking:

the blessing of the Almighty upon those who had returned

from the perils of war as well as upon the families of those

who had fallen in the conflict.

After the Prayer, the reception speech -was made by Hon.

Lewis Kingslcy, who, in the absence of Hon. Demas Hub*

bard, Jr., who had been expected to officiate, was at a late

hour invited to supply the place.

Mr. Kingsley's speech, an able one, was a model of conciseness

and brim full of patriotic utterances and feelings, elo-

quently speaking the sentiments of all who were there to

receive their brave brothers back from the wars again.

Mr. Kiugsley referred to the mustering in, and going forth

of the Regiment from that very spot nearly three years

since, and followed them in their various wanderings during

the years and months that had passed. The battle of Bisland

was spoken of, the daring charge of the Regiment at Port

Hudson, was depicted, and when the death of their leader,

Colonel Smith, was referred to, (which hapf>encd two years

ago that very day,) many an eye grew moist. The

brave achievements of the One Hundred and Fourteenth in

the Valley of the Shenandoah, were spoken of, and Mr. K.

closed his address, by welcoming, in behalf of the citizen*

of Chenango County, the regiment home again.

At the conclusion of the speech the cheers of the vast

crowd showed that the praise bestowed upon the regiment

by the speaker was well approved by all.

Colonel Per Lee responded in a short, characteristic speech.
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which was emphasized at its termination by one of the

regimental cheers, which gave to its hearers an inkling of

what those rebel-killers were.

The speeches being over, the procession re-formed and

marched to Floral Hall which had been elegantly trimmed

and fitted up for the occasion.

Four immense tables had been prepared by the ladies, and

the One Hundred and Fourteeenth sat down to the most

gorgeous dinner ever spread in Chenango County. Nothing

m the substantial line was wanting, while the great variety

of pies, cakes, <fcc, to say nothing of the luscious strawber-

ries and ice cream, was enough to satisfy the palate of the

most epicurian appetite. Tastefully arranged bouquets

graced the tables, while upon either side, neatly draped with

evergreens, were the names of the battles in which the regi-

ment had been engaged. Among others, was that of Port

Hudson, trimmed in deep mourning, above which hung a

Efe-like portrait of Colonel Smith, together with his sash

and sword.

At the table all ceremony was discarded. The men laid

&oId of the provisions with a relish, and the table committee

of ladies and gentlemen vied with each other in their atten-

tions to their honored guests.

But as all things must have an end, so did the eating, and

the regiment separated to greet warm personal friends upon

every side.

Many of our places of business displayed mottoes recog-

nizing the gallant services of the regiment. At the South

Street Canal Bridge was a tasteful evergreen arch, bearing

this motto

:

" Welcome the brave Defenders of our Union"
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At the corner, near Miss Guernsey's, was another triumphal

arch, decorated with the American flag upon either side,

while in the center of the arch, were the figures "114,"

above which were the words,

" Our People's Pride."

In front of the Court House, where the reception took

place, were these words,

" With sorrow for the brave men who have fallen, with

thanksyiviny for victory, and with pride for your achieve-

mentSy ice icclcome you home.*'

The Chenango Telegraph office displayed the following :

" Welcome the heroes of Midland^ Port Hudson, Sabine

Cross Roads, Pleasant Hill, Winchester, Fishers Hill and

Cedar Creek.
"

^ n
'

" The only debt we can never pay, is that we owe the

Soldiers:'

Thus was the One Hundred and Fourteenth received in joy

and gladness by those who had three years since sent them

forth in sorrow and tears. Never went forth a braver Regi-

ment to battle. Never were expectations of bravery and

daring more fully realized. Never were living heroes more

warmly welcomed, and the dead more gratefully remembered.

On Tuesday morning, the 20th, all who were left in town

met at the barracks and had their last breakfast together,

and prepared for the good-bye. It was an affecting scene,

rendered doubly so by the visit of the little daughter of

Colonel Smith, and by his photograph which hung upon the

walls. But finally all this was over, Colonel Per Lee made a

feeling parting address, shook hands for^the last time—the

good-byes were said, and tin; One Hundred and Fourteenth

was disbanded.





.300 HISTORY OF THE 114TH REG1MRNT. fl865.

Since that time, the following has been received, which

discontinues the Division to which the One Hundred and

Fourteenth was attached, and in which it was always a

favorite regiment.

"Headquarters, Dwight's Division, )

Savannah, Ga., July 20, J S65. f

General Orders No. 15.

" Soldiers :—The Division has ceased to exist. Some of you bare

gone to your homes to receive honorable discharge—others have been

sent to various and widely separated commands. We shall never again

be united. With satisfaction I remind you that your line, when formed

under my command, has never been broken by the enemy, or driven

back before his fire.

" Distinguished as you are for having served in the most disastrous

and most successful of the campaigns of the memorable year 1865, you

are yet more proud in the consciousness that whether, on the Banks of

the Red River or in the Valley of the Shenandoah, you put a limit to

the victory of the enemy, and were the best and bravest in defeating

and pursuing him. These will be our happy memories while we live.

" We do not forget the fallen—whether on the Teche, atPort Hudson,

at Sabine Cross Roads, Pleasant Hill. Red River, at the Opequfln,

Fisher's Hill, or Cedar Creek. They are happy in death, for they fell in

defence of the liberties and Constitution of their country.

" Your discipline has been as remarkable and as much noticed and

commended as your devotion to duty.

"I regret that an act of insubordination is reported in a regiment

formerly one of you. It is well that it ceased to be of you before show-

ing itself so unworthy. Tn your midst it would have withered beneath

your contempt.

" I thank you that I can thus speak of you. and to you, and that our

record iaoueof mutual confidence.

" In any future need of our country,raay it be my good fortune to serve

with soMiersas intelligent, devoted, skillful and brave.

•
Q

i irned.) WILLIAM DWIGHT.
Hrigadier-Gencral Commanding.

J. G. Leefe, A. A. A. General."
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In the praise awarded by General Dwight, our One

Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment has its full share ; indeed,

this review of the^services of the Division, is but a compre-

hensive history of the Regiment.

Here the author of this History lays aside his pen. He
has endeavored faithfully and correctly to record the services

of his Regiment, without fear or favor, and in an},impartial

manner. If he has foiled, it is an error ol the head, not of

the heart.





POEMS

DEDICATED TO THE 1UTII REGIMENT,

SALUTE.

TO THE ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH REGIMENT NEW YORK VOL-

uirrEERS, june 19th, 1865.

Welcome, ye friends and sons and brothers,

Returned from camp and battle field !

We cherished you before all others,

Who for the Nation arms did wield
;

Followed with sympathy your track,

Till victory has brought you back.

In old Virginia's hills and valleys,

On Louisiana's scorching plain
;

On march, in fight, at siege and sallies.

In heat and frost, in shine and rain,

Chenango boys have stood the test,

To take their rank among the best.

We thank you for the service tendered,

When suffering was our country's cause

;

We thank you for the service rendered

To "Union, Liberty and Law3 !

Triumphant over Slavery

We shall now all be right and free.
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While you are shaking hands and kisssing

In old familiar embrace,

We find, alas ! a number missing,

Who closed their patriotic race.

To them the tribute of a tear,

And ever be their memory dear ! C. K.

FAREWELL.—JUNE 19, 1865.

'* a word that must be and hft« been,

A aound which makes ut linger " —Childe Harold.

AFFECTIONATELY INSCRIBED TO THE SURVIVORS, OFFICERS A3X>

MEN, OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH NEW YORK VOi^

UNTEERS.

la the golden light of summer all the hill-tops are aglow,

And the airs that whisper welcome from her fragrant breathing"

blow.

There is gladnsss all about us, in the season, in the scene,

Sky and earth are bright with beauty, and the clouds that hang*

between

;

Smiling faces are around us, joy is rife on every side,

Cheers from friendly lips are ringing through the welkin far and

wide.

So, once again close up the ranks ! quick step ! guide right—we
come

To follow, just once more, the old familiar fife and drum;
But once more to feel the elbow-touch—once more to wear the bio*

We've worn for three long summers, with a purpose firm and true-

Only one day more of soldiering
; so let the drum-corps play

Tkeir loudest and their merriest—we're marching home to-day-
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€ei your colors streaming, Sergeant, rent and ragged though they

be;

Blood of brave men has baptized them,, and their glory ail may see.

We have loved them like a sweetheart through the agony of war,

And they're doubly precious to us—every faded stripe and star.

Long those rended folds the story of Port Hudson's day shall tell.

When our stalwart color-guard went down before the storm of hell!

How we hugged them at Opequan, when the line was thinned with

fire

—

How at Cedar Creek we saved them from the Rebels' furious ire ! ,

Give them cheers and honors ; they have been our oriflamme in fray;

But all this has passed forever—we are marching home to-day.

No more picket, no more bivouac, no more weary toil and pain.

No more soldier-life, and labor, joy aud sorrow, loss and gain.

We have seen our last of service, we have struck our final blow,

Marched and fought, and toiled and suffered while before us stood a

foe;

And our hearts are knit together, even as with hook'3 of steel.

With a friendship which no other than the soldier well can feel.

We have borne the same disasters, we have raised the wild acclaim

Of vietory together 'mid the battle's wreck and flame

;

But our toils and pains are over, now the stains are purged away

From the Union's holy name—and so we're marching home to-day.

Nay, not all ! Some eyes are weeping .gs they view cur little band,

Tongues grow tremulous in welcome, hands in vain seek many a hand

Are ye absent, O my comrades ? Have you ceased your arms to

bear ?

Shall ye march no more forever to the swell of martial air ?

Wo have missed you long and often when the stirring reveille

Roused the silent camp from slumber, with its loud-resounding glee.
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Long beside us in life's sunshine and amid its dreary rain,

Ye have sheathed your blades forever on your ultimate campaigny

And your rest is sweet and peaceful, and our love is yours alway,

Gallant soldiers, who before us march in God's perfected day

!

Blessed thrice, ye cherished comrades, who from death have snatched

release,

Disenthralled from strife and tumult in that pure and perfect peace-

Though departed, ye are with us, and with souls forever true

To the love we bore you living, here we pledge you all anew.

Give them tears no more, O Mothers ! They are to the nation

wed

;

Who the martyr's death have suffered we can never count as dead I

Theirs is not this day's rejoicing—they partake not of our glee,

Yet we know they are enfranchised, and our full hearts murmur
" Free,"

As we close the vacant places in our battle-thinned array,

Marching proudly, marching sadly homeward from the war to-dayv

With the land regenerated, with our. trusts fulfilled, we yield

Like the Spartan youth, the glory of each war-worn, battered shield-

Hail comrades—hail and farewell ! Here together we have come

To follow but once more the old familiar fife and drum.

Ah ! no reveille shall call us when to-morrow's sun shall riss,

And we've sadness in the thought, and trembling tongues and

moistened eves.

But away with melancholy !—all the air is full of noise

To glerify the coming ot the blithesome soldier-boys.

So then, once again, close up ! quick step ! right shoulder shift, and

play

The bravest tune, the merriest strain—we're marching home to-day-

J. F. F.
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MARTIAL HYMN.

DEDICATED TO THE ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH REGIMENT, NEW
YORK VOLUNTEERS.

tttxb:—La Marseillaise.

Red "White and Blue—these are the colors

Which, with the stars' full complement,

N
At whatsoever cost of dollars,

Of limb and life, we shall defend.

Knights we are of the Constitution,

By citizens allegiance bound,

And on the whole old Union's ground

"We will preserve that institution.

Ihorus:—Let us be wide awake,

To put sedition down
;

Advance, advance, with slow resolve.

Or death or virtue's crown !

Alas ! not foreign land invading,

In territory of our own,

Domestic foe3 we are abating,

Secession to be overthrown.

"Woe to conspirators and traitors,

Who raised this fratricidal strife !

Too light is penalty of life,

"Woe to abettors and to aiders!

Chorus :—Let us be wide awake, etc.

Take courage, Unionists ! long suffering

By terrorists'
1

despotic sway
;

The country sees your loyal offering,

Nigh is to you redemption's day.

The federal armaments preparing

On mighty scale by sea and land,
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Will seon be ready and at band.

To crush Rebellion's wicked daring.

Chorus

:

—Let us be wide awake, etc.

Law's majesty, the emanation

Of popular will by wisdom framed,

The'major part of the whole nation.

Presents the insults at thee aimed.

The Government known but by blessings.

Embracing all with parent's care,

Has warned its enemies : Beware !

Chastisement follows the caressings.

Chorui

:

—Let us be wide awake, etc.

r-

C. B.
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COLONEL ELISIIA B. SMITH;

Elisiia B. Smith, the son of Judge Elisha and Adosha Smith,

a native of the Village of Xorwich, was born February 7th,

1817. His boyhood years were spent much upon a farm, but,

at his majority, he had been extensively engaged in Agencies

and other business. He was elected to several town offices.

He was lender Sheriff from 1844 to 1847. In 1846 he was

chosen, with his colleague, the venerable Ex-Lieutenant Gov-

ernor Tracy, a Delegate to the Convention for the revision

of the State Constitution, and was one of the Democratic

nominees for Canal Commissioner, at the first election held

thereunder. In 1852, he came within a comparatively few

votes of an election to Congress, from this District—the

Democratic majority for him in Broome and Chenango being

overborne by the heavy Whig vote in Cortland, for Mr.

Bennett. lie was commissioned Postmaster of Norwich, in

the spring of 1853, but displaced in the fall of 1854, for

adherence to the. Hunker Division of the Democracy, which,

then and since, commanded his sympathies and support.

At the first meeting of the War Committee in July, 1362,

he was unanimously recommended as I Regimental Commander

of a Regiment of a thousand volunteers, to be raised in the 23d

Senatorial District, lie accepted and discharged this trust
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with zeal and fidelity, though harrassed by every species of

embarrassment and annoyance. He was presented by the

citizens of Chenango, with a horse, equipments, sword, sash

and belt, just previous to his departure. The regiment left

Norwich, on the 6th of September, amid the subdued cheers

and tearful farewells of the thousands assembled to witness

it. Colonel Smith followed on the 7th, and joined it at

Binghamton.

It was first ordered to Baltimore, and from thence, as a part

of General Banks' force, to New Orleans. Soon after arriving

there, the Colonel was put in command, as acting Brigadier-

General of all the United States forces, regular and volunteer,.

at Brashear City, and acted in that capacity, rather than as

Colonel, up to the time of his fall. At the battle of Bisland,

however, he commanded his own regiment in person, and for

"unflinching bravery" displayed by himself and his com-

mand, received the highest commendation in a special

acknowledgement from the officer whose battery it was his

duty, on that occasion, to support. After this battle he was

for a time laid up with sickness, at New Orleans; but, on

receiving information of the intended attack on Port Hudson,

hurried forward to join his command, though hardly well

enough for arduous service.

The fearful assault of the 14th of June, was made within

five days after his arrival, Colonel Smith being assigned to

the command vt General tVeitzel's Brigade for the day.

The official details of that ill-starred attack, as well as of the

previous fatally unsuccessful one, showed a spirit of deter-

mination on the pnrt of our men, who rushed on at the word

of command, and fought gallantly among pit-fails and unfore-

seen entanglements of the worst description, and when success-
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orescape was impossible, Colonel Smith was with and amongst

his soldiers, encouraging them to duty, when he (with many
other brave officers,) fell mortally wounded, and was carried

from the field to die.

He lingered until the 19th, when his spirit quietly passed

from earth to that better land, where there are neither wars,

nor rumors of wars.

On the morning of the 30th of June, his remains, in charge

of Lieutenant E. P. Pellet, left New Orleans, on the

Cahaicba, and after a quiet voyage of seven days, arrived in

New York.

By a dispatch received on the 8th of July, the citizens of

Chenango were informed that the body of Colonel Smith had

reached New York, and that it would be brought to Che-

nango Forks, on Friday morning. Preparations were made

for meeting it there, and on Thursday, a number of gentle-

men went down to act as an escort to accompany the remains

to Norwich. The body reached the Forks at about two P.

M., on Friday, and was taken in charge by the committee

from Norwich.

On the way up the valley, demonstrations of respect and

sorrow were made at Greene and Oxford, by a general turn-

out of the people. At Greene the procession was met, at the

south bounds of the village, by the Masonic Fraternity and

by the Fire Department, as well as by a large number of

other citizens, and these, with a military band, accompanied

the remains as fir north as the bridge over the canal. As
the procession moved through the village, the church bells

were tolled, and the heavy sound of cannon awoke the

mournful echoes of the hills which surround the early home
of the lamented Colonel. It is due to the citizens of Greene
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to say that they twice turned out in this manner to do honor

to the remains. It was at first expected that the body would

be brought up the valley on Thursday morning, and they

then assembled to escort it through their village.

At Oxford the people were found gathered together when

the procession came up, and, accompanied by these, the

remains were borne slowly and solemnly through the town,

its coming and going marked by the tolling of bells and the

firing of cannon.

The approach of the procession to Xorwich was announced

by the firing of one gun, at about six o'clock, and immedi-

ately the people began to move towards the south to meet it.

Carriages and foot passengers thronged the street all the

way down to the Cemetery, and when the Remains passed

the creek bridge they were followed by at least one hundred

carriages, and by hundreds of people on foot. The body

was taken to the Court House, where it lay in the large hall,

in state, until the hour appointed, on Sunday, for conveying

it to its last resting place.

The funeral was on Sunday,*the 12th, at one P. M. In the

meantime the coffin had been beautifully and appropriately

draped and decorated, and fair and gentle hands had adorned

it bountifully with wreaths and tlowers. Upon the coffin

plate was engraved the following inscription

:

Col. E. B. SMITH, 114th Reg't,
Wounded at Port Hudson,

June 14ih
;

Died the 10th, 186?.
Aged 46 years.

The day was favorable. Clouds lowered and darkened

the face of the heavens as if nature partook of the universal

gloom; but no rain came to interfere with the ceremonies.
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while there was freedom from the dust and heat which had

characterized the few previous days.

Before the hour appointed for the exercises to begin, our

streets were literally filled with citizens and strangers, and

with deputations of Masons and Firemen from the neigbor-

ing towns. It is seldom, if ever, on any occasion, that so

many persons have been present in Norwich. At one

o'clock the remains were placed upon the hearse, which was

draped with the American flag, the coffin being fully exposed.

to view, and bearing on its top the military hat and sword

of the deceased, and thus borne, escorted by the Committee

of citizens and pall-bearers, to the residence of the family.

Here a hymn was sung by the Choir and prayer offered by

the Rev. Mr. Scoville, when the funeral procession was

formed, under the direction of Mr. George Rider, Marshal

on the part of the Masons, in following order:

Citizens.

Chief Engineer, Norwich Fire Department.

Chief Engineer End Assistant, Oxford Fire Department.

Niagara Fire Company, of Oxford.

Lady Washington Fire Company, of Oxford.

Torrent Fire Company, of Sherburne.

Protection Fire Company, of Smyrna.

Rescue Hook and Ladder Company, of Norwich.

Deluge Fira Company, of Norwich.

Exempt Members of Norwich Fire Department.

Company of Returned Volunteers, under Captain Tyrrell.

Masonic Lodge of Sherburne.

Masonic Lodge of Oxford.

Masonic Lodge of Greene.

New Berlin and other Lodges not fully represented.

Masonic Lodge of Hamilton.

Masonic Lodge of Norwich.
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Pall Bearers. Pall Bearer3,
Citizens. , Masons.

H. R. Mygatt, W. P. Noyes,
Rutus Chandler, J. W. Wellerf
T. J. Noyes, X Edward Cbilds,

Walter Si. Conkev, m C. M. Lewis,
B. F. Rexford, > N. E. Beals,

P. B. Prindle, 53 M. Wicks,
Ezra Hewitt, . 0) J. T Brennan,
Warren Newton, m . -J. G. Thompson
Roswell Curtiss, B. B. Andrews,
Thomas Milner. Lee Talcott,

N. P. Wheeler,
Daniel Cornell.

Carriages with Family, Relatives, and Friends of deceased.

The procession being thus formed, marched to the public

•square in front of the Court House, where the various Com-

panies and Societies were drawn up in order, together with

a,n immense concourse of citizens and strangers, and the

funeral exercises on the part of the citizens took place. An
appropriate and deeply solemn and imprcsssive Prayer was

offered at the Throne of Divine Grace, by the Rev. A. N.

Benedict, of the Baptist Church, and a hymn sung by the

united Choirs of the village, when a brief and touching

address was made by the Rev. Samuel Scoville, of the Con-

gregational Church, lie spoke of the virtues of the deceased,

of the love and respect entertained for him in this community,

of his gallant conduct in battle, of his honorable career as a

soldier, of his social and public worth, of his christian char-

acter, of hi3 anticipated return on a visit to his family during

the present month, contrasting it with the solemn scene

then before him, and feelingly alluded to that other occasion,

legs than a year since, when, prior to his dcpnrture, his

friends, neighbors, and fellow citizens assembled in nearly

equal numbers, and in the same place, to present him with a
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war horse and trappings, and to render honor to him as the

living soldier instead of the dead hero.

At the close of the ceremonies in front of the Court House,

the remains -were given into the charge of the Masons, to be

by them borne to the grave and deposited therein according

to the rites and ceremonies of the Order. The number of

people that followed the body to the cemetery could not

have been less than live thousand.

Those who have been present during the burial exercises

of the Masonic Fraternity, know how beautiful and impressive

they are, and how eloquent each word is of the sorrow that

finds its way to utterance from the wrung heart of each

bereaved brother as he says his List farewell over the grave

of one with whom he had close fellowship in life, and these

can appreciate the feelings of the multitude who gathered

around the spot where the earthly part of Colonel Elisha B.

Smith was laid—a spot that will be forever sacred to those

who love their country and the memory of its defenders.

The burial service was read by B. K. Bourne, Esq., Master

of the Norwich Lodge, in a voice clear and distinct, and the

body committed to the dust.

At the close of the Masonic Ceremonies, a prayer, full of

feeling and earnest supplication, was offered by Rev. Mr.

Searles, and then the people slowly separated.

Thus passed into the grave all that was earthly of Colonel

Elisha B. Smith, but his name will live, and his memory be

cherished, as long as the people of Chenango shall remember

her brave sons who went out to fight her battles, and

protect her honor.

,k ^o sound can awake him to glory a^in."

Colonel Smith was an active and intelligent Mason, and was,
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I

for some time, Acting High Priest of the Chapter of the Vil-

lage of Norwich.

At a special meeting of Norwich Lodge, No. 302, F. and

A. M., held at their Lodge Room, July 12th, 1863, the fol-

lowing Preamble and Resolutions were adopted

:

Whereis, It has pleased the all-wise Grand Master of the Universe

to remove from this earth the soul of our beloved Brother, Colonel

Elisha B. Smith, and while bowing with humble submission to the fiat

of His will " who doeth all things well," we deem it proper to offer

this last tribute to the memory of our departed friend and Brother

:

Resolved, That in the departure of Brother Smith, this Lodge has lout

a true and faithful brother ; his family a kind and affectionate husband,

eon and father; society a genial, noble man ; and his country a brave

and accomplished officer.

Resolved, That while the members of this Lodge, in common

with the whole community, deplore the calamity which has suddenly

removed from our midst, a useful and honored citizen, in the very

strength and vigor of his manhood, yet we have the melancholy satis-

faction of knowing that he died a brave man, nobly defending his

country ; and while we duly honor the names of the thousand patriots

who have fallen in the fearful struggle, ?ds memory, like the emblems

of immortality we have just deposited in his grave, will bo ever green

in our hearts.

Retolccd, That whilejcalled to mourn the loss of our esteemed Brother

and to offer up to his memory this last tribute of affection, we safely

trust his spirit in thejhands of Him who rules in that house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Resolved, That we extend to the bereaved widow and relatives the

hand of sympathy and voice of consolation, in this dark hour of trial

and affliction, and commend them to the care and protection of Him
who, holding the destinies of nations in his hand, notes the fail of the

sparrow.

Resulted, That this l^odge be clothed with the customary badge of

mourning for thirty day*,

Reulud, That these Resolutions be placed upon the records of thi»
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Lodge, and that the Secretary present a copy to the widow and

mother of the deceased, and that they be published in this County.

The writer of this sketch has extracted largely from the

accounts of the funeral of Colonel Smith, as published in the

Chenango Telegrajih and Chenango Union, and to the-

E<litors of those papers lie makes this acknowledgment.

BREVET-BRIG.-GEN. SAMUEL R. PER LEE.

[LATE COLONEL 114TT1 REGIMENT.]

The subject of this sketch was born in Amenia, Dutchess-

County, New York, of Walter and Harriet Per Lee, May lQr

1819. In 1834 he came to Chenango, and entered the store

of Sandford & Ransford, as a clerk, remaining two years,

after which, he was in the employ of Sandford & Purdy,

until 1S38. He early manifested an aptness for business, and

formed those habits which led to his success in after life. In

1838, he formed a partnership with the late Porter Wood, a

thriving and energetic merchant. He remained with Mr.

Wood until 1842, when he associated himself with Thomas
Milner. This partnership continued until 1847, when he
took the business into his own hands, and conducted it in a

highly successful manner, until he was appointed by the

Canal Board of the State of New York, Superintendent of
the Middle Division of the Chenango Canal, a duty which
bis good judgment and fidelity enabled him to discharge in a
most satisfactory manlier. He held this position for two
Years, and then purchased, of Jonathan Wells, the large

Store House situated on the Canal, on East Street, in the
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Village of Norwich. In the forwarding business he succeeded

equally well. As a kind and obliging man he won himself

hosts of friends, and very few hare met greater pecuniary

losses as an underwriter, or borne them with greater equa-

nimity: .In 1856 he was elected Supervisor of his town. He
remained in the Storage and Forwarding business until the

President's call for men in 1862, and then he was among the

first to offer his services. Colonel Smith recommended him

for the position of Adjutant of the One Hundred and Four-

teenth Regiment, and he was commissioned as such, July 23,

1862. How well he performed the duties, as well as those of

Acting Quartermaster and Mustering Officer, has been

already stated in the former pages of this work. As a token

of appreciation of his services, he was commissioned Lieuten-

ant-Colonel, and presented with a set of horse equipments,

sword, sash and belt, by his townsmen. He served in this

capacity, in the first and second campaigns up the Teche, and

was, for a greater part of the time, in command of the regi-

ment. On the death of Colonel Smith, he was appointed

Colonel, his commission dating from June 19th, his muster

from August 26, 1S63. After the retirement of the regiment

from Port Hudson, and its return to Brashear, he was

appointed Commandant of the Post. He has, on several

occasions since, been temporarily in command of the Brigade,

of which his regiment formed a part. Of the cool bravery

and earnest daring of Colonel Per Lee, we have already

spoken. In his charge, with a few horsemen, on the band

of guerrillas which attacked our rear guard, near Franklin,

on the 25th of May, he showed a courage which won him a

high place in the hearts of his men, and on the fatal field of

Opequun, he placed himself at the head of his command and
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led his men to battle. In this engagement he was twice

wounded, in the side with a fragment of shell, and in the

throat with a minnie ball, it passing entirely through his

neck, inflicting a very severe and dangerous wound. Few
regimental commanders ever left the service with the good

will of so large a portion of his enlisted men, as Colonel Per

Lee, and few regimental commanders ever labored more

faithfully for the comfort of his command. Every soldier

whose eye reads these pages, can attest to the correctness of

this statement. Colonel Per Lee was recommended by Gen-

erals Dwight, Emory, and Sheridan, for promotion, and since

his retirement from the service, he lias been brevetted as

Brigadier-General of United States Volunteers, for his "gal-

lant and meritorious services during the war."

1

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL HENRY B. MORSE.

The subject of this sketch, son of Ellis and Adalinc Morse,

was born at Eaton, Madison County, on the 2d day of July,

1836. He was for some years engaged with his father and

brother, in distilling and funning, and later, in charge of

Grist Mills, and Water Pipe and Pump Manufactory, at

Eaton, N. Y. When the war of the rebellion broke out, he

was prompt in ottering his services to the Government, and

received authority to recruit a company, and on the 13th of

August, 1862, he reported at Regimental Headquarters, over

one hundred and thirty men. A portion was transferred to

Company IT, under command of Lieutenant Robert P. York.

Mr. Morse was thereupon commissioned us Captain, and his

company lettered P. He was recommended by Colouel
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Smith for the position of Major, and mustered in that grade,.

September 8th, 1802. On the promotion of Lieutenant-Col-

onel Per Lee, Major Morse was advanced to the grade of 1'

Lieutenant-Colonel, with rank from August 26th, 1863. At

the fatal charge of June 14th, at Port Hudson, he was

severely wounded in the ankle, while leading the assaulting

party of the One Hundred and Fourteenth. Again, at

Sabine Cross Roads, while in command of the battalion, he

received a gun-shot wound in the arm, from which he was-

disabled several months. Previous to leaving his home, he

was presented by his townsmen with a beautiful sword, sash

and belt, and subsequent events show that they were always

worn with honor. He was, for a long time, on the Board of

Prison Inspectors, in New Orleans, and for some weeks, Act-

ing Quartermaster ot the Nineteenth Army Corps. His

brother, Alfred A. Morse, of the same regiment, fell mortally

wounded at Cedar Creek, October 19th. Colonel Morse was
present at the battles of Bisland, Port Hudson, Sabine Cross

Roads, and Cedar Creek. He was known throughout the

command, as a brave and efficient officer, social, pleasintr in

his address, and generous almost to a fault. He is at present*,

reading law, in the office of Pratt & Mitchell, of Syracuse,

MAJOR OSCAR II. CURTIS.

Major Oscar II. Curtis was born in Norwich, Chenango
County, on the 25th day of March, 1832r being the second

80n of George and Nancy Curtis. His early vears wer*
spent with his parents, at White Store, in the manner usual

in the country, working on the farm through the summerand
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attending District School during the whiter. At the age of

nineteen he became the teacher of a District School in which

he was eminently successful. Animated by this, he became

a pupil at Gilbertsville Academy, under Prof, Abram Wood,

a ripe scholar and student, where he remained several terms

teaching District School during the winter. Having thor-

oughly prepared himself for college, at the age of twenty-

two he entered Union, and graduated in 1858. Immediately

after he became connected with Oxford Academy, as a Teacher

of Languages and Higher Mathematics, where he remained

two years, and then entered upon the study of the law in

the office of Henry R. Mygatt, Esq., a highly accomplished

"lawyer and gentleman. Mr. Curtis pursued his studies

under the immediate direction of the late lion. Henry Van

Der Lyn, a thorough legal scholar, and was admitted to the

bar in May, 18G1. He commenced the practice of his profes-

sion in Oxford. But the bugle notes of war, in defence of

cherished institutions, tired his patriotism, and called him to

abandon his own chosen pursuits for the public good. He
raised the first company for the One Hundred and Four-

teenth Regiment^ and was commissioned Captain of Com-

pany A, August Oth, 1862, and while at the rendezvous, at

Norwich, was the recipient of a handsome sword, belt and

sash from the members oi" his Company. He remained with

his Company until the death of Colonel Smith made a change

In the grade of field officers necessary, and then Captain Cur-

tis was promoted to the rank of Major, to date August 26th,

1863. Applying himself diligently to the study of tactics

and the art of war, he was soon master of his station and

rendered efficient aid in the drilling and disciplining of his

Kegiment. He participated in the battles of Bisland, Siege
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of Port Hudson, Sabine Cross Roads, Pleasant Hill, Cane

River, Mansura, Opequan, Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek,

After the wounding of Lieutenant-Colonel Morse, at Sabine

Cross Roads, he commanded the regiment, and remained in

command during the retreat to Alexandria, fighting the bat-

tles of Pleasant Hill and Cane River. Also, after the fall of

Colonel Per Lee, at Opequan, he commanded the battalion

under the most trying circumstances, and afterwards joined

in pursuit of the enemy up the Valley of Harrisonburg, fight-

ing the battle of Fisher's Hill. At Harrisonburg, he was

detailed, by the General commanding the army, to take com-

mand of a long train returning to Martinsburg for supplies,.

having as an escort a regiment of cavalry and his own regi-

ment. At different times he held responsible positions, aside

from his duty with his regiment. Once as Judge Advocate

of a General Court Martial, under General Dwight, Command-
ing Division. Again, as Judge Advocate of Military Com-

mission under General Emory, Commanding Corps. And
when the Second Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, moved

to Savannah, he was placed in command of all the Artillery

and Transportation of the Division, with which he moved to.

Frederick City, Md., where lie remained during the- winter

of 1 8G4-65. Major Curtis was noted for his cool bravery

and the very easy manner in which he handled his command,

in trying times as well as on the field of practice. By his

earnest devotion to his cause, as well as by his rigid but con-

sistent and manly course, he won the respect of all who
knew him as an officer and a gentleman, lie remained with

the regiment to share its home triumphs, and now has

returned to the practice of his profession, at Oxford, N. Y»,

where he should have a liberal share of patronage.
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SURGEON LEVI P. WAGNER.

Levi P. Wagner, son of John G. and Eliza Wagner, was

born in Georgetown, Madison County, N. Y., in the year

1831. His grandfather was in the Revolutionary war, and

fought at the "battle of Trenton. His early education was

Academic. Later, he entered the Albany Medical College

—

where he graduated in 1854. Shortly afterwards he com-

menced the practice of his profession in Oxford, where he

remained until the breaking out of the rebellion. The

writer of this sketch, well remembers an interview lie had with

Dr. Wagner in 1802, just after the call for three hundred thous-

and additional men had been received. Said the Doctor

:

"I feel that it is my duty to go. If my professional duties

are more needed, I will go iu the capacity of a medical man,

but I must go !" He immediately repaired to Albany, passed

the required examination, and was assigned to the One Hun-

dred and Fourteenth Regiment as its Surgeon, his Commis-

sion bearing date, July 29, 1862. On his departure for the

seat of war, he was presented by his townsmen with a bcau-

ful sword, sash and belt. The thoroughness of his medical

examination of the regiment has been already stated in this

work. [See page 8.] Surgeon Wagner served faithfully

with his regiment until Sheridan's great battle in the valley,

when he was detached, and put in charge of the Depot

Field Hospital, at Winchester, Va. From September '20th,

1864, to April 1st of the year following, he had entire control

of this important department. Should these pages meet

the eye of any of those men who fell wounded on the bloody

fields of Winchester and Ce*dar Creek, their correctness will

bo attested when we state that his kind personal attention
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was as far as possible directed towards the relief of their

sufferings, and that his general oversight of the whole, ren-

dered this Hospital one of the best regulated in the army.

Very great credit is due to Surgeon Wagner for his

devotedness to his duty in this sphere of action, and he has

been frequently complimented by Generals Emory, Sheridan

and Hancock for his system and regularity. He must at

various times have had several thousand wounded under his

charge. On the breaking up of the Winchester Hospital,

as an appreciation of his abilities, General Hancock took

him on his Staff as Medical Inspecter of the Middle Military

Division, a very responsible position, which he held until his

muster out with his regiment.

The Chief Medical Officer of the army of the Shen-

andoah thus writes to Dr. Wagner:
"1 am much pleased to say. that since the commencement of the

war, T hare seen no better conservative surgery, or greater success in

its practice, than in the hands of your hospital, and with few appli-

ances under such difficulties.

" I should be pleased to learn that your services both as a Surgeon

and as an administrative officer, have been properly appreciated by

your promotion to the position as Surgeon on the General Staff."

Becoming enamoured of the Southern country—the Doc-

tor has migrated to South Carolina, and is about embarking in

extensive cotton raising.

BREVET-MAJOR ADRIAN FOOTE.

[LATE QITAKTKKMASTEU OF THE 114TII REGIMENT.]

AiutiAN Footk, son of Henry and Adah "V". Footc, was born

in New Berlin, Chenango County, New York, Dec, 8, 1822,
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He bad no educational advantages save those of the common
echoolj.and at the age of fifteen years he enteredjthe store of

Ephriam Wood. With Mr. Wood, and the firm of Brown,

Fitch and Isabell, he remained until the spring of 1841. He
then entered the service of the Arkwright Manufacturing

Company and remained until 1858, the last seven years of

the time having been the agent of the company. The

winter of 1858 and '59 he spent in the Bank of Cooperstown,

in order to become fully acquainted with the banking system

of the State. During the three years following he spent

portions of his time in banking in Wisconsin, under the free

banking law of that State. Later, he had formed a business

connection in Illinois, and had decided to make that State his

future home, when the notes of rebellion called him to sac-

rifice his prospects for his country's service. He received

authority from the Governor to recruit a company August

1st 18G2, and in the succeeding ten days recruited nfty-two

men. This detachment was consolidated with one of forty-

six men under Charles II. Cohvell, from Sherburne, and Mr.

Foote chosen First Lieutenant of the Company which was

designated F. He was the recipient of a beautiful sword,

sash and l>elt, the present of his townsmen. lie proceeded

with his Company to Louisiana, and on the resignation of

Quartermaster Thompson, he was commissioned as Regimen-

tal Quartermaster, to date from March 28, 186.'); witli rank

from March 4th of the same year. He was continually with

his regiment during the Teche campaign, and was at the

battle of Bisland. He was in the unsuccessful expedition to

Sabine Pass, and immediately on its return was detached

as Acting Quartermaster of the Reserve Brigade, Colonel

It. B. Merritt, commanding, which was subsequently known





326 HISTORY OF THE 114TIJ REGIMENT.

as the Third Brigade of the FirstDivision, ^Nineteenth Army
Corps. On the breaking up of this Brigade he was appointed

to the same position in the First Brigade, of the same

Division and Corps. He served in this capacity with Brig-

adier-General William Dwight, during a portion of the Red

River campaign, and on the return of the army to Grand

Ecore, by field orders, Xo. 22, he was ordered to report as

Staff Quartermaster at Department Headquarters, Major-

General Banks commanding. He remained with General

Banks until October 18th 1804, when he was relieved at his

own request, and joined his regiment November 30th, which

had moved to Virginia in July of the same year. He was

immediately detached at First Division Headquarters, and

appointed Acting Aid de Camp to Brigadier-General William

Dwight, commanding. He remained in this position until

his master out, June 8th., 1805. He was offered the appoint-

ment of Staff Quartermaster by Brevet-Major-General Emory

commanding Nineteenth Army Corps, but this he declined.

On his arrival home he received notice from the Secretary

ofWar of his appointment as Assistant Quartermaster of I".

S. Vols., with the rank of Captain, and was breveted Major

for faithful and meritorious services during the war. By a

misdirection of his appointment it was not received by him

in time to accept, although much wishing so to do, and the

Department thinking he had declined, revoked the appoint-

ment. He yet, however, maintains his brevet rank. Quar-

termaster Foote was a faithful, upright, honest and efficient

officer—thoroughly qualified in his department, discharging

his duties in a most creditable manner, and always meriting

the respect of those associated with him. lie has been

three times elected Supervisor, twice Justice of the Peace,
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and once Superintendant of Common Schools, all of which

duties he discharged faithfully and satisfactorily.

CAPTAIN JAMES F. THOMPSON.

[late quartermaster of the 114th regiment.]

The subject of this sketch, the son of Elihu and Lucy Ann
Thompson, was born in South Otselic, N. Y., April 23, 183-i..

He had for a long time been a thriving merchant in his native

village, but when this wicked rebellion called her patriots

to the field, lie, being one of the ardent supporters of the

Administration, deemed it his duty to go to the aid of his

imperiled country. He, therefore, raised a Company for the

One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment, and was commis-

sioned as Captain. His company was presented with a beau-

tiful silk flag by the ladies of Otselic. His peculiar fitness

secured his appointment as Quartermaster, and he was mus-

tered in that grade, September 8, 1862. He remained with

his regiment until February,. 1863, when be met with an

accident, by the fall of his horse, which caused his resigna-

tion. On his return home, and recovery, he again deemed it

his duty to return to the field. He raised still another com-

pany, and was assigned to the Twentieth New York Cav-

alry, receiving his commission as Captain September 2J,

1S03. He remained with his regiment until attacked with

typhus fever, which terminated his life, at Norfolk, July

3, 1804. Captain Thompson had held the office of Town
Clerk of Otselic, and had many warm friends, being himself

of a genial temperament, always ready to aid a friend, or to

*lo a good turn for those who might ask it.
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ADJUTANT ADELBERT F. COOPE.

The subject of this sketch was born in the town of Scott,

Cortland County, N. Y., January 19, 1844. His parents

were Nelson II. and Angelina Coope. His early education

was such as was afforded in the schools in the vicinity of

his native place, and at an early age he manifested a love for

learning which has clung to him thus far in life.

He enlisted as a private in Company K, on the 11th day

of August, 1802, and was thereupon elected one of the Cor-

porals of the company. He continued doing his duty as

such, until his peculiar fitness rendered his services in the

Adjutant's office necessary. He was detailed as clerk, and

held this position during the administration of two Adju-

tants. In July 1804, when Adjutant Pellet was promoted

to a Captaincy, Colonel Per Lee asked, who would best

supply the vacancy. The late Adjutant did not hesitate to

say, u my Clerk, Corporal Coope." He was recommended, and

commissioned as such, with the rank of First Lieutenant,

May 9th, 1804, and the prediction was verified. As a .

soldier boy— (for boy he was,) "he was always prompt in his

duty, brave, and clearheaded, and in the administration of

his official business lie was correct and efficient.

He participated in every engagement in which the regi-

ment did, save Fishers' Hill and Cedar Creek; at this time

he was suffering from wounds received at the battle of Ope-

ouan. He is at present a student at the Cazenovia Seminary.

The writer of this sketch was, for nearly a year, intimately

associated with Adjutant Coope. Few young men have

brighter prospects, and we predict for him a most brilliant

career.
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CHAPLAIN WILLIAM M. ROBINSON.

William M. Robinson was born in the town of Gibson,

Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania, on the 1st day of Octo-

ber, 1827. His parents were Rev. Jesse S., and Minerva M.

Robinson. Chaplain Robinson has for several years been an

ordained Minister of the Gospel, of the Congregational

Church. He had one brother, Charles II., in the Third New
York Volunteers ; another, James G., in the One Hundred

and Twenty-Second New York Volunteers, besides one uncle

and five cousins in the service. Previous to joining the army

he was Pastor of the Congregational Church in Greene. He
was commissioned by Governor Seymour, December 1, 1864,

and formally mustered into the One Hundred and Fourteenth

Regiment, as Chaplain, December 29, in which capacity lie

remained until the muster out of the same, June 8th, 1605.

CHAPLAIN HENRY CALLAHAN.

Henry Callahan, son of Robert and Dorcas Callahan, was

born in Andover, Massachusetts, January 5th, 1811. He
graduated at Phillips' Academy, Andover, in 1832 ; at Union

College, in 1836, and at Andover Theological Seminary, in

1840. He was for six years Pastor ol the Presbyterian

Church at Niagara Falls, and twelve years of the Congrega-

tional Church, at Oxford. He was mustered as Chaplain of

the One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment, September 8th,

1862, in which capacity he acted until the acceptance of his

resignation, on Surgeon's certificate, by Special Order, No.

244, Headquarters Department of the Gulf, Major-General

Banks Commanding, dated September 9th, 1863. Hi* pater-
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nal grandfather was in the Revolutionary war, and was killed

at the taking of Yorktown. He had also three nephews in

the Union service. Since his return from the army he ha*

been Pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Franklin, Dela-

ware County, New York.

ASSISTANT SURGEON CHARLES W. CRAREY.

Charles AY. Crarey was appointed Assistant Surgeon of

the One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment, July 29th, 1863.

Previous to this time he had served his country from the

early part of the rebellion in one of the New York Regi-

ments, having held the rank of Captain. He was often

detailed on duty after engagements, as a Medical officer, and

later received the appointment of Assistant Surgeon. His

regiment being mustered out, he was obliged to go with it,

but immediately went to Albany, and was again commis-

sioned Assistant Surgeon, and assigned to the One Hundred

and Fourteenth New York. He served in this capacity until

October 6th, 1SG5, when he was promoted to be full Surgeon

and assigned to the One Hundred and Eighty-Fifth New
York, attached to the Fifth Corps of the Army of the Poto-

mac. Here he remained, doing good service, until the clos<*

of the rebellion. He is now in the practice of his profession

in Franklin County, New York.

The short time in which Dr. Crarey served with the One
Hundred and Fourteenth regiment, endeared him to many
near friends, and his generous disposition and liberal view?

made him a favorite. In a campaign he was a worker,

attending to the wants of the command, striving to cheer up
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tlie worn out soldier with occasional jests and sometimes

practical jokes.

ASSISTANT SURGEON HENRY G. BEARDSLEY.

The subject of this sketch was born in New Fairfield, Fair-

field County, Connecticut, in February, 1805, and was the

youngest of four brothers. His father was a farmer in good

circumstances, and he received a fair education. His

parental grandfather, Phineas Beardsley, was a Captain in the

Continental Army, and served throughout the war of the

Revolution. His maternal grandfather, Stephen Gregory

,

was also an officer and served through the struggle for

American Independence. Obadiah Beardsley, father of

Henry, removed to Oneida County, in the year 1808. The

son devoted his winters to close study, acquiring a decided

taste for the practice of medicine. He taught school much
of the time, making his way up in the field of literature and

science. At the age of twenty-five, he was actively engaged

in organizing a militia regiment, in which he held the

commissions of Captain, Major and Lieutenant-Colonel.

In the winter of 1831-2 he graduated at the College of

Physicians and Surgeons in the Western District of New
York. He then located at Hamilton, New York, where lie

commenced practice, entering into a partnership with Dr.

Havens, an old practitioner, and physician of great abilities.

Here he continued in active practice until the summer of

1861. During his professional career, he was elected Presi-

dent of the Madison County Medical Society, and was also

Postmaster for seven years. He has also held the position
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of Superintendent of Common Schools of the town of Ham-
ilton, for six years. When the One Hundred and Four-

teenth Regiment was organized, and Medical skill needed,

Dr. Beardsley was appointed one of its Assistant Surgeons.

and proceeded with his regiment to Baltimore, where he was

detached and assigned to a regiment of Maryland cavalry,

remaining about four weeks, when the squadron was moved

to Anapolis. He was then assigned to a Maryland infantry

regiment, and remained until it was discharged the service.

He afterwards proceeded with his regiment to Louisiana, on

the U. S. Transport Arago, bearing sixteen hundred troops,

to which Dr. Beardsley ministered in his capacity as Medi-

cal Officer. About the 20th of January, 1863, at La Fourche

Crossing, he received a severe injury, falling from the Rail

Road Bridge, which dislocated his ankle. The effects of this

injury caused his resignation, March 28, 1863. He returned

home broken in health, and, at this writing, lies in a very

critical state, at the residence of a relative, in Brooklyn, N. Y.

Dr. Beardsley's stay with the regiment was short, and he

retired from the service with reluctance; but he would have

been glad to have followed his regiment until its muster-out,

and probably would have done so, had not his medical advis-

er counseled him to resign. While with the regiment he re-

mained on the best terms with the officers, and was an inti-

mate friend of Colonel Smith, with whom he had been for

many years associated in political life. When he retired from

the regiment the men of the command regretted his depar*

ture, and wished him success in life.

No Medical Officer ever treated the men under his charge

with greater kindness than lie, and this was his marked

quality.
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ASSISTANT SURGEON HARRIS IJ. BEECIIER.

At the breaking out of the rebellion, the subject of tins

sketch, was actively engaged in the practice of medicine in

North Norwich, New York. When the call sounded for

three hundred thousand more men, Dr. Bcccher turned his

attention towards aiding in the great work, which was so

nobly responded to throughout the land. He addressed

meetings and urged the necessity of immediate action, ot

pressing forward at once in the cause of the Union and

the right. Many of the volunteers in Company C, especially,

were rallied under the flag of their country, through his

earnestness. Although doing a business, in a pecuniary

point of view, iar exceeding the compensation of an officer in

the field, he left his practice, proceeded to Albany and

passed a highly satisfactory examination before, the Medical

Board, was recommended by the Surgeon General of the

State, and commissioned by Governor Seymour, as Assistant

Surgeon of tire One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment, his

muster dating September 3d, 1862. Illness detained him at

Fortress Monroe, until early in the new year, when he pro-

ceeded to New Orleans, having in charge the Medical De-

partment of a United States transport bearing a levy of

troops. Shortly after his arrival he was detached and

assigned to duty at the Marine United States General Hos-

pital, by order of Major General Banks commanding the De-

partment of the Gulf. He remained here until the Red
River Campaign, when he joined his regiment at Natch-

itoches, and with it shared its hardships. On leaving the

Marine Hospital, as a token of sincere regard, the inmates of

his wards, presented him a beautiful wateh chain and

U
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gold headed cane. There was no officer in the regiment

more universally accommodating, than Dr. Beecher. He
was kind to the sick uuder his charge, and was one of the

few Medical officers of the army who retained throughout

his term of service, the kindest feelings of the enlisted men.

Dr. Beecher was widely known throughout Chenango

county for his interesting army correspondence, and he is at

present engaged in writing the record of the services of his

regiment. lie is a high-toned gentleman, of education, and

literary attainments of no mean order.

The writer of this sketch regrets that he has no more

extensive history of Surgeon Beecher' s early life, but the

absence of the Doctor at this writing compels him to forego it.

#
•

CAPTAIN DANIEL W. TURNER.

Daniel W. Turner was born of Simon and Amanda Turner,

June 8th, 1837, at Preston, New York. He descended from

fighting stock, his grand parents, on both sides, having been

in the Revolutionary War. He enlisted in Company A, One

Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment, July 23, 1862, and was

appointed Sergeant of that company. Later, he received the

appointment of First Sergeant, and, May 17th, 1863, he was

promoted to a Second Lieutenancy. On the promotion of

Captain Curtis, and the discharge, for wounds received in

action, of Lieutenant Stafford, he wras commissioned Captain,

his muster, as such, dating November 1st, 1863. Captain

Turner was for a long time on a Board of Court Martini,

which convened at the Headquarters of the First Division,

Nineteenth Army Corps. He followed the regiment in aU

i
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Its battles, save those of Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek, when

"he was suffering from severe wounds received on the 19th of

September, at Winchester, disabling him until November

26th, of the same year. Captain Turner was a good officer,

fairly earning his promotions, a kind companion and a tru«

friend. Since his return from the army, he has been exten-

sively engaged in farming, in Preston, New York*

CAPTAIN JACOB S. BOCKEE.

Jacob S. Bockee was born in Norwich, New York, July 9th,

1840. His parents were Jacob S., and Clara Bockee. His

-early education was obtained at the country school, after

which, for a long time he was a student of Norwich Acad-

•my. He entered Yale College in the spring of 1 858 and grad-

uated in the summer of 1 SG2. Hardly had he graduated, with,

bis "blushing honors thick upon him," when the One Hun-

dred and Fourteenth Regiment was organized. With s

spirit only stimulated by the most patriotic motives, he com-

menced the labor of recruiting a company, which work he

-completed early in August, his commission as Captain, bear-

ing date the 11th of that month. He was presented, with a

sword, sash and belt, by James II. Smith, Esq., of Norwich,

which he always carried with credit to himself, and honor to

his country. Aside from his regimental duties, he has served

on important Military Commissions; was for a long time on-

recruiting service at Elmira, New York; Acting Ordnance

officer of the First Division, from January to July, 1S04;

Acting Ordnance officer of the Nineteenth Corps, from

December 1804, to April 1805, and Acting Assistant Inspector
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General of Dwight's Division, from that date to his muster

out of service, June 8th, 18G5. He was severely wounded"

at the battle of Winchester, an ounce ball passing entirely

through his body. The Captain participated in the battles

of Bisland, Port Hudson, Sabine Cross Roads, Pleasant Hill,

Cane River, Mansura, and Winchester. Captain Bockee

was always a genial companion, and a pleasant associate-

Since his retirement from service he has cast his fortune in

the Great West.

CAPTAIN WILLIAM II. LONGWELL.

Wiixiam IT. Lonowei.l, the son of Hamilton and Rebecca

Longwell, was born in Fairiield, Adams County, Pennsylva-

nia, January 16th, 1830. His great-grandfather, James Wil-

son, served as a Captain in the Revolutionary war, and his-

grandfather, William Longwell, also took part in the early

struggle for independence. The Captain entered the army
as a private, in the Forty-Fourth New York, August 8th

1861, and was soon after appointed a non-commissioned offi-

cer of Company D, of that regiment. On the organization

of the One Hundred and Fourteenth, his proficiency in drill

caused his appointment as Second Lieutenant of Company
C; afterwards he was promoted as First Lieutenant of Com-
pany D, and, later, returned to his original company as Cap-
tain. On entering the One Hundred and Fourteenth, he

was presented by his friends in Norwich, with a sword, sasn

and belt. During his term of service, he participated! in the

battles of Yorjitown, Hanover Court House, Gaines' ITOI^

Turkey Bend, Malvern Hill, Bisland, Port Hudson, Man«u*%
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and Opequan. At the last named battle he was very severely

wounded, and his life for a long time despaired of. Recovering

lowever, he joined his regiment several months after. Cap*

tain Longwell had the reputation of being one of the best

tacticians in the regiment, and his company was one of the

most proficient in drill and in the Manual. Since leaving the

-army he has become associated in publishing the Hecordy at

,Pit Hole City, Pennsylvania.

CAPTAIN NELSON W. SCHERMERHORN.

'The subject of this sketch was born in Columbus, New
York, October 12th, 1838, of Homer and Mary Schermerhorn.

-His great-grandfather was in the War of the Revolution,

and two of his great uncles in the war of 1812, besides two

uncles in the war for the Union. Captain Schermerhorn

-entered the army as a private of Company I, August 4th,

1862, and, at the company organization, was chosen its Second

Xieutenant. He was subsequently promoted and mustered

-as First Lieutenant of the same company, and on the 17th

of January, 1805, received the rank of Captain, and assigned

to Company H. By Special Orders, N"o. 203, Department

of the Gulf, dated August, 186:*, he was detached on

•recruiting and draft service, in Elmira, New York, where he

remained until May, 1864. The Captain participated in the

engagements of Bisland, Port Hudson, Opequan, Fisher's

Hill, and Cedar Creek, and at the last named battle received

a slight flesh wound in the leg. He was for a time a resident

of Otselic, and has served that town as its Collector. Cap-

tain Schermerhorn won a good name in the army, and was

always prompt and efficient in the discharge of his duties.
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BREVET-MAJOR ELIAS P. PELLET.*

•The subject of this memoir, the son of Elias P. and Edith

Ann Pellet, was born in Norwich, Chenango County, N. Y. y

July 7, 1837. His father was a journalist of considerable-

reputation, and the son inherited much of his ability in this

direction. Major Pellet was educated at Norwich Academy,

where he acquired a good knowledge of both the English

and classical branches. After completing his course at this-

institution, he was for some time connected with the Mohaick

Valley Register, and Literary Indepeaelent / and during the

political struggle of 1860 conducted the Wide Awake, a

Lincoln campaign paper which did good service in the cause

which it advocated. He studied law for two years, with

Rexford & Kingsley, of Norwich ; but the outbreak of the

rebellion found him among the h'rst to take the field. He
has the credit of being the second volunteer from Chenango,,

enlisting April 23, 1861, in a company which was subse-

quently attached to the 17th Regiment, New York Volun-

teers. He was commissioned Second Lieutenant and assigned

to Company II, of that Regiment, May 10, 1861. He was

honorably discharged, upon resignation, for severe physical

disability, October 20, 1861 ; but upon the organization of

the One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment New York Vol-

unteers, he joined that regiment as Second Lieutenant of

Company I, September 3, 1862 ; was promoted to Adjutant,.

June 14, 1863, and to Captain of Company E, July 1, 1864.

Since the muster-out of the regiment, he has been brevetted

Major of Volunteers. From January 1, 1865, until the fol-

lowing June, he held the very important position of Assist-

Thit sketch it farnlihed by »n Officer of the re^imeut.





BIOGBAPHICAL SKETCHES. 339

ant Commissary of Musters, or the Stalf of Brigadier-Gen-

eral Dwight, Commanding the First Division of the Nine-

teenth Army Corps, and acted as Commissary of Musters of

the Corps during three weeks in February ; and also tilled

the position of Assistant Commissary of Musters on the

Staff of Major-General Augur, Commanding Department of

Washington, during a short time in May and June.

Want of space forbids an extended mention of Major Pel-

let's services. He participated in all the campaigns of the

regiment, excepting that of Port Hudson, and bore himself

with conspicuous gallantry in many battles. He received a

slight wound at Opequan. His genial nature and engaging

address made him a great favorite with all grades in the reg-

iment. It may be truthfully said of him, that he possesses

force of character, and naturally becomes a radical upon

every question that enlists his sympathies. A phrenologist

would, perhaps, mistake his earnestness for obstinacy; but

by whatever name we call it, his active partisan spirit is one

which well tits him for the accomplishment of good results.

In the foregoing pages, he has exhibited an ability in compo-

sition—a skill and industry—which will place every member
of the resriment under obligations to him.

CAPTAIN JAMES F. FITTS.

Captain James Frvnklin Fitts, oldest son of Moses H.,

and Rachel Fitts, was born at Lockport, New York, Sep

tember 11th, 1830. His ancestors on both sides, were Eng-

lish; on liis. paternal side, descending from Sir John Fitts,

whose son came to America in 1040^ and founded the family
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in New England; on his maternal side, from the Cookes, an

old English family. His ancestors on both paternal and

maternal sides, were in the wars of the Revolution and 1S12.

His maternal great uncle, Bates Cooke, was Comptroller of

the State of New York, and represented his District in

Congress. Captain Fitts was educated at the Public School

and Academy, at Lewiston, New York, and the Union

School, at Lockport. He subsequently read law in the offices

of Davis & Piper, and A. P. Floyd, at Niagara Falls, Xew
York, and was admitted to the Bar, at Buffalo, in November,

iSGO. lie took a deep interest in the political struggle of

that year, and addressed many Republican meetings in

Niagara County. During the first year of the war, Septem-

ber 11th, 18G1, he enlisted as a private in the Tenth New
York Cavalry, and, by his own merits, won the promotion

of Battalion Adjutant, with the rank of First Lieutenant,

receiving his commission from the Governor, in December

of the same year. His service with this regiment was chiefly

in and about Baltimore. The General Order which directed

the muster out of Battalion Adjutants, placed him again in

civil life, but he was not contented to remain a citizen while

the great struggle was going on. He was, therefore, on the

15th of August, 18G2, commissioned by Governor Morgan,

(from whom he had asked an active place in the field)

as Adjutant of the One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment,

and by his general good conduct and officer like qualities,

won the rank of Captain, which was bestowed on him March
11th, 1863. He participated in the campaigns of Banks and

Franklin in the Teche country, at Port Hudson, Sabine Pass,

in the retreat from Alexandria to the Mississippi River, on
|

the Red River campaign, and in the Shenandoah Valley.
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He bore himself bravely in the engagements of Fort Bisland,

Port Hudson, Mansura, Opequan, Fisher's Hill, and Cedar

Creek, as well as in the skirmish at New Market. At Port

Hudson he was severely wounded in the body by a gunshot,

and at Opequan, slightly injured by the fragment of a

shell. He has held several important Staff positions, among
which are those of Judge Advocate of a General Court

Martial, at Havre de Grace, in 1862; Assistant Commissary

of Musters of the First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps,

on the Staff of Brigadier-General TTilliam Dwight, from

October 23, to Dpceraber 31, 1864 ; Commissary of Musters

of the Nineteenth Army Corps, on the Staff of Brevet-

Major-Generfti W. H. Emory, from January 1, 1865, to April

4, 1865, and Judge Advocate of General Dwight' s Division,

from April 4th, to his muster out, June 8th, 1865. In July,

1863, he was second in command of a detachment of pris-

oners, from New Orleans to Fortress Monroe, and his deci-

sion and judgment made him a valuable aid to Colonel E. J.

Davis, ehief in command.

Captain Fitts has been known for his thoroughness in the

discharge of his duties, whether in command of a company,

or in the capacity of a Staff officer. He has won a good

name by his courage and strict attention to duty, and was

always a valuable officer in whatever position he was placed.

He has also won something of a reputation as a writer, hav-

ing been for some years* a contributor to Harper** Magazine

and Harper's Weekly, and other Literary journals. To him

the author of this History is indebted for the five chapters

on "Port Hudson," as well as the chapters " From Port

Hudson to Brashear " and "Sabine Pass."
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CAPTAIN URIAH RORAPAUGH.

Uriah Rorapaugh was born in Smithville, New York,

March 26th, 1835, and is the son of Andrew and Angelina

Rorapaugh. When Company E was organized, he was

chosen one of its Sergeants, and soon after appointed First

Sergeant. By his prompt attention to duty and soldier-like

qualities he soon earned a First Lieutenancy, and, on the pro-

motion of Captain York as Lieutenant-Colonel of the Seventy-

Fifth New York, he was awarded the Captaincy of Company

H. His brother, II. C. Rorapaugh, was a Captain in the

One Hundred and Eighty-Fifth New York.

Captain Rorapaugh participated in every engagement in

which his regiment took part, and was severely wounded at

Port Hudson, from which he was disabled over two months.

Atnong the officers ot the regiment he held a high place as a

brave man in action, and a jolly boon companion in camp.

The enjoyment of the camp lire was never at its height,

unless Captain Rorapaugh was of the number congregated

around it.

CAPTAIN CHARLES W. UNDERBILL.
/

Charles W. Unimeriiill, the son of Charles H., and Caroline

Underhill, was born in Bedford, New York, December 27th,

1830. At the breaking out of the rebellion he was a Student

in Madison University, where he graduated in the Class of

'62. He co-operated with his college mate, Charles E. Tucker,

in raising a company of men for the war. An organization

was effected August 1 3th, 1S02, and he was commissioned as

First Lieutenant of Company G, One Hundred and Four-



'
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teenth .Regiment. On the 8th of January following, Colonel

Smith appointed him as his Adjutant, which position he filled

with ability, until the death of Captain Tucker gave him the

Captaincy of his original company. During his term of

service he has held many important Staff positions, among

which are Judge Advocate of the First Division, Nineteenth

Army Corps, and of the Department of Washington. He
participated in every battle in which his regiment was

engaged ; was slightly wounded at Opequan, and was cap-

tured at Cedar Creek, while attempting to withdraw the

Second Brigade from a perilous position. He remained a

prisoner in Richmond, until February 22, 1865, when he was

released, and joined his regiment soon after. Captain Under-

bill was presented with a sword, sash, and belt, by his friends

on Commencement day, at Madison University. lie is a

youngman of high intellectual attainments; of much reading

;

of rare literary taste, and is at present reading law in

the office of Hon. Judge Mason, of Hamilton.

CAPTAIN HIRAM S. WHEELER.

The son of Sylvester and Annie Wheeler, the subject of this

sketch, was born in Otselic, New York, April 25th, 1835,

He passed his boyhood in his native town, and, manifesting a

natural aptness for mechanics, learned the trade of a tinner.

He later embarked in the hardware business in South Otselic,

doing a prosperous business. At the breaking out of the

war, he held a" commission as First Lieutenant in the Militia,

and, on the organization of Company I, was chosen First

Lieutenant of the same. On the acceptance of Captain





CAPTAIN HOMER W. SEARLE.

Homer W. Searle was born at Brookfield, New York, on

the 9th of October, 1844. His parents were Warren N, and

Eliza Searle. ITe aided materially in recruiting Company Gr,

and was commissioned Second Lieutenant of the same,

August 13, 1862, and formally mustered on his commission,

September 3. He had two brothers in the service, one as

First Lieutenant in Battery G, First New York Artillery

;

the other holding a corresponding rank in the One Hundred

and Eighty-Ninth New York Infantry. January 8th, 18*33,

be was promoted to be First Lieutenant, and on the 1st of July,

1864, was mustered as Captain, and assigned to the command
of Company Iv, a position which he held until the muster out

of his regiment. On leaving his home for the sent of war,

he was the recipient of a sword, sash, and belt, the offering

*>f his townsmen. He was twice wounded at Port Hudson,

£44 HI8T0RY OF THE 114TH REGIMENT.

Thompson, of the position of Quartermaster, he was commis-

sioned Captain of his company, with muster, as such, from

September 3, 1862. Captain Wheeler was almost constantly

with his company, save when detached on Court Martial

duty at the Headquarters of Dwighfs Division. He partici-

pated in the battles of Port Hudson, Sabine Cross Roads,

Pleasant Hill, Cane River, Man sura, and Cedar Creek. He

liad one brother and eight cousins in the service. He was

always kind and obliging, and had many friends not only in

his own regiment, but in the 'whole command. Since his

retirement from service, he has resumed his business at South

Otselic.
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in the charge of June 14, 1803, and for a long time all hopes

of his recovery Were given up. He was also severely

wounded in the arm, at the battle of Opequan. He carries.

at present, no les:; than three rebel, bullets in his body. He

has latclv returned to his studies at Cazenovia, New Yorkl

CAPTAIN PLATT TITUS.

Plait Titus was born in North Norwich, New York, June

29, 1839, and is the only son of Smith and Ann Eliza Titus.

At the breaking out of the rebellion he was a well-to-do

farmer, and receiving authorization papers, he commenced

recruiting a company. In a few days his company organiza-

tion was complete, and was lettered C, and assigned the

colors of the regiment. He was commissioned Captain, and

mustered September 3, 1362. He remained with the regi-

ment until August 17, 18G3, when he resigned his commis-

sion on Surgeon's certificate of disability. Since that time

he has been engaged in farming.

CAPTAIN DANIEL C. KNOWLTON.

TnE subject of this sketch was born in Cazenovia, New
York, of Edmund and Caroline Knowiton, February 6th,.

1840. He was for sometime a clerk in a Book store and

publishing house in Cazenovia, but when the alarm-drum,

sounded the call for men, lie offered his services and assisted

in recruiting Company K. He was elected its Fir^t Lieu-

tenant, and served with his company until the regiment wa#
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detached on the New* Orleans, Opelousaa and Great Western

Railroad, when he was detached from his company, and put

in command of Company F. lie retained command of this

company until his promotion to a Captaincy, when he wa9

assigued to Company D, August 10th, 1863. During the

same month he was detached and sent to Elmira, New York,

on recruiting service, where he remained until November of

that year. He then re-joined his regiment and remained

with it until the fatal 19th of October, 1864. No better

tribute can be rendered to the memory of our deceased

orother, than that given him by his comrade in arms,

Captain James F. Fitts

:

" There were many noble, brave and raanly hearts that went down to

death on the early morning of October 19th, 1864, along the fatal hills

wept by the fire of the enemy, at Csdar Creek, Virginia; but none

nobler, none braver, none truer, than that of him whose name heads

this brief memorial.

" The tie which binds together the brother soldiers of long, weary,

perilous campaigns, is something more than that of brief friendship.

The strange, wild life of the army, unparalleled in its many peculiar

features, must wield in one the emotions, the hopes, the sympathies of

comrades, and give to their intercourse a coloring entirely its own. To

those with whom we have marched and bivouacked and fought, our

sffections go forth as to brothers ; and the bolt that strikes them down

carries dismay and grief to many hearts.

" Of the thirty line officers originally attached to the 114th New
Tork, there was not one who more quickly made for himself a place in

the hearts of his confreres than Captain (then 1st Lieutenant) Daniel C.

Knowlton. His popularity wag universal. An officer thoroughly

rereed in his duties, a genial companion, a high-toned, chivalrous gen-

tleman, it was not strange that his claim to the affection and respect of

all should be promptly recognized. At Bisland, at Port Hudson, on th*

Ked River, and at Winchester, he gainad the proud distinction of a

brave, cool otficer. The latter quality, indeed, had made his name
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almost proverbial in the regiment. And now, at the last, he has been

crowned with the soldier's martyrdom ; the sun of that bloody morning

had not arisen when he fell, in the very fore-front of the fight, and

while loading and firing among his men. Unto the very last of earth,

he was still the same in his self-devoting courage ; and who shall say

that the cause to which such precious life-blood is offered is not holier

for the sacrifice ?

"There is no incompleteness in the record of such a life. The fullest

measure of years, the ripest maturity of life, can never be approached

by so triumphant a death as that of him who dies while battling with

the rebellious enemies of his country, for her existence. " He has fought

a good fight—he has finished his work," and, far beyond the toil, the

danger and the pain of mortal wars, he sleeps in the sweet, eternal

peace of God.

" The ardent sympathy of his brothers-in-arms is extended to his

relatives and friends, in the mournful spirit of men who feel that they

are sharers in the logs. The winning, cheerful smile, the face of manly

beauty, the graceful, soldierly form of Knowlton, are gone from among

us, and irreparable indeed is the bereavement. Gallant soldier, faith-

ful friend, dear companion—farewell, farewell

!

" Close hi* eya—his work is done—

What to him is steel of foeman,

Bite of morn or set of san.

Hand of man or kiss of woman T

Lay him low, lay him low,

In the daUoa or tne anow—
What cares he?—he cannot know.

Lay him low!"

CAPTAIN NICHOLAS A. DKDEHER.

Nicholas A. Dedkrer, was born in New York City, and is

the son of Joseph and Susan Dederer. He moved to Che-

nango from Orange County, where he had served for a time

as a Justice of the Peace. Captain Dederer entered the army
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August 13th, 1882, as First Lieutenant of Company E, and

in November following, was commissioned as Captain of the

same. ."When the army moved up the country on the first

Teche campaign, the Captain, who was suffering from disease,

was by the direction of the Surgeon, left at Brashear City, in

charge of the convalescent camp. Recovering, he joined the

regiment at Port Hudson, and remained with it during the

march up the Red River, when the excessive fatigues of that

severe campaign so over-taxed his strength, that disease again

laid its hand upon him, and compelled his resignation. There

was hardly an officer or man but that regretted his depar-

ture, as he was known for his sterling worth and unques-

tioned ability in matters of importance. He bid adieu to his

Company with tearful eyes on the 5th of April 1 864. His son,

Samuel T. Dederer, was Acting-Ensign on the United States

ship Yantie, and participated in the attack and capture of

Fort Fisher. His nephew Charles Dederer an officer on the

staff of General Doubleday, was killed at Cold Harbor. He
had many other relatives in the army. Captain Dederer

always enjoyed the highest confidence of his superiors, and

the respect of his subordinates. For a long lime he held

the important position of Provost Marshal of the parishes of

St. Charles, St. John's and St. Mary's, and discharged his

duty in a highly satisfactory manner.

CAPTAIN CHARLES H. COLWELL.

CiiAr.LES IT. Colwell was born in Plymouth, New York,

March 24, 1 S20, of Asa and Sus:inah Coiwell. He commenced

recruiting a company for the One Hundred and Fourteenth
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Regiment, August I, 1862, and effecting a consolidation with

a detachment of men from Xew Berlin, under Lieutenant A.

Foote, he was chosen Captain, and his company lettered F.

He was presented with a sword, sash and belt, by the people

of Sherburne, in a neat and appropriate speech, by lion. T.

II. Matteson. He tendered his resignation on Surgeon's cer-

tificate, which was accepted in February, 1663. Since that

time lie has resided at Sherburne, Xew York.

LIECITEXAXT-COLOXEL WILLIE M. REXFOKD.

Willie M. Rexforp, son of lion. Benjamin F. and Priseilla

E. Rexford, was born in Norwich, Xew York, April 9, 184L

He entered Norwich Academy at an early age, and in Jan-

uary, 1S57, Lrnion College, where he graduated July, 1SG0.

He then commenced the study of the law in the office of his

father, remaining there until the organization of the Forty-

Fourth Xew York, (Ellsworth Regiment,) when he enlisted as

a private, August 8, 1S01. He was soon appointed Sergeant,

and when the One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment was

organized, he was commissioned by Governor Seymour, as

Captain therein, and was assigned to the command of Com-

pany I).

In January, of 1803, he was promoted to the Majoricy of the

One Hundred and Thirty-First Xew York, and later, com-

missioned as its Lieutenant-Colonel. He has held several

important Executive positions aside from those devolving on

him as a regimental commander, among which, we may
mention that of Provost Judge of the District of Xorthern

Georgia, from the 18th May, 11865, until his muster out
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of service, lie was also detached on recruiting service at

Rochester, 2sTew York, in 1802, and on the same duty in

New York, in 1S0L lie participated in the battles of York-

town, Hanover Court House, Gaines" Hill, Turkey Bend,

Malvern Iiill, Antictam, Shephardsburg Ford, Irish Bend,

Purl Hudson, Opequan, Fisher's Hill, and Cedar Creek.

Colonel Kexford is a true type of an American soldier,

brave, cool, and determined. His promotions were fairly

earned, and his service reflects great credit on himself and

friends.

CAPTAIN RANSOM MACDONALD.

Tiu: subject of this sketch, descending from Scotch origin,

was horn in Riehmon Iville, Schoharie County, Xew York,

July 11, 18*27. His parents were John and Catharine Mac-

donalcl. His paternal great grandfather was in the Revolu-

tion, serving with Marion in the South. Captain Macdonald

was instrumental in recruiting Company K, and was mustered

as Captain, September 3, 1S<>2. The citizens of Greene pro-

tected him a sword, sash and belt. He proceeded 'with

his regiment to Baltimore, where he resigned his commission

v-n Surgeon's certificate, November 6, 1862. Captain Mac-

donald has held the offices of School Commissioner, Justice of

the Peace,, and Special County Judge, fie is at present

practicing his profession, (the law,) at Greene, New York.*
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CAPTAIN" DYER D. BULLOCK.

Dter D. Bullock was born in Norway, Herkimer County,

Siew York, in 1324, and is the son of Jacob and Mary Bul-

lock. He had relatives in the Revolutionary war, one, Isaac

Todd, living to the advanced age of one hundred and five

gears. Captain Bullock, aided by his Lieutenants, recruited

Company II, and was mustered as its commander, September

3L 1862. He was presented with a sword, sash and belt, by

(lis friends in Bainbridge, James M. Banks presenting in their

|ehalf, Captain Bullock responding in person. Captain Bul-

hu-k, with a detachment of his company, was, for a time, on

|fcty at Marlborough, Maryland, in the fall of 1862, to aid

in. enforcing the draft ; and later, acted as Provost Marshal

wf "Bayou Pes Allemands, Louisiana. Ill health caused his

resignation, August 0, 1SG3. Returning home, he was

sleeted Member of Assembly from the Second Chenango

Assembly District. He has also held the offices of Justice

«>f the Peace of Sacramento City, California, and Justice of

uia Court of Sessions. June 30, 1SG4, he was appointed by

Use President, and confirmed by the Senate, Captain and

Assistant Quartermaster, and assigned to duty at New
Haven, Connecticut, which position lie now holds.

LIEUTEXANf-COLONEL ROBERT P. YORK.

fcouERT P. Yokk was born in Lineklam, Chenango County,

*«w York, September 6, 1835, of J)ermison and Lorania

*ork. At the commencement of the rebellion, he was con-

dieted iu mercantile business, which he relinquished ; aided
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in recruiting for the One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment,

and was commissioned First Lieutenant of Company II, and

mustered in this grade, September 3, 1862. He was the

recipient of a beautiful sword, sash and belt, from the people

of DeRuyter, A. V, Bentley, Esq., making the presentation

speech. Lieutenant York remained with his company until

detached as Ordnance officer of the " Weitzel Reserve Brig-

ade." He afterwards acted as Inspector General and Provost

Marshal of the same ; then as Provost Marshal of the Fim
Division of the Nineteenth Corps; afterwards. Assistant

Commissary of Musters of the same ; and later, as Commis-

sary of Musters of the Corps. He was mustered as a Cap-

tain of his company, August 9, 1863, and in January, at the

earnest request of Brevet-Major-General Emory, he was

commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel of the Seventy-Fifth New
York, which commission he held at his muster out of service-

He proceeded with his regiment to Savannah, Georgia, and

was appointed Provost Marshal of that Post. He partici-

pated in the engagements of Fort Bisland, Sabine Cro»

Roads, Pleasant Hill, Cane River, Mansura, Winchester.

Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek. He was slightly wounded at

Winchester, September 10th, but remained in the discharge

of his duties. In civil life he has held the positions of Cor-

poration and Town Clerk of DeRuyter.

Colonel York visted his home in DeRuyter, in December

1864. Hi> friends tendered him a complimentary supper af

the Tabor house. A large number of the prominent citizez"^

were present. A. V. Bentley, Esq., presided, and congratula-

tory speeches were made by L. B. Kenny, Rev. William

Adams, and I. N. Smith. The affair was very pleasant, sw»
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was a deserved tribute to the valor of a soldier who had

-done honor to himself and to his town.

Colonel York was noted for bis cool bravery and thorough

discharge of his duties, and was esteemed for his general

usefulness in times of danger.

CAPTAIN CHARLES E. TUCKER.

Tin: young hero whose name heads this sketch, was born on

the 22d day of July, 1841, in Laporte, Indiana, and was

baptized and united with the Baptist Church in 1853, at the

age of twelve years. In 1856, when fifteen years old, he

entered Knox College, in Galesburg, Illinois, and graduated

in 1860, when the degree of A. B. was conferred upon him.

In September, 1 SCO, he was licensed as a preacher by the

Logansport Baptist Church, and all who heard his sermons

remember them as of a high order. lie entered the Theo-

logical Department of Madison University, N. Y., in the

fall of I860, and in 1862, graduated with the highest honors.

The degree of A. M. was conferred upon him by the Uni-

versity. When the call for volunteers was made in Xew
York he raised Company G, in the One Hundred and Four-

teenth Regiment, and his commission from Gov. Morgan

bears date August 13th, 1862. The Regiment proceeded to

Baltimore where it remained until the departure of General

Banks' command for Xew Orleans. After that time he was

In active service in all the movements of General Banks*

army up to the assault of Tort Hudson, in which he was

killed.

The sudden death of Charles E. Tucker, carried deep
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sorrow, not alone to that home circle where anxious heart:*

had watched and waited for his return only as loving heart*

can watch and wait—fearful yet trusting, as he trod the p^Slb

of duty on and still on, till it led to the honored grave *;>f ta

Soldier of the Republic—a worthy offering in a noble cause

—

a sacrifice of earth's brightest hope for the Nation's Slfe.

Frequently have Ave been called to mourn our gallant deail„

who, at the call of a common country, went forth to Dsrti3r

and laid down their lives for the priceless heritor*

bequeathed to us by a generation of Statesmen and Patriot

But seldom, even in this unnatural strife, which was carryir.^r

mourning to every family circle in the land—claiming- a*

victims, the bravest, the wisest and the best—have we h&*i*

called upon to record the death of one whose natural tale©*,

scholastic acquirements, brilliant intellect, social quality?.

and goodness of heart, combined with a marked diffidem-*-,.

gave more hopeful assurance of future usefulness than Aid

our deceased friend. To those who knew him intimately, si

is not necessary to say that in all the qualities that a«isarn

and render life useful and happy, he had few equals. Hi*

mind was of the highest order, and he mastered the- ms«*

difficult studies with surprising facility. From early boy-

hood he gave promise of an intellect which developed isd

matured, and made him almost the idol of his family, amli^r

admiration of all who associated with him. But he has sct*»

the last of earth.

Between Captain, linker and t lie writer of these pages,

there existed an almost brotherly affection, and wherever

he was there he found friends.

"Kane knew him but to love bim.

Nor cuiLwd Liai but to pruUe."
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No officer in the regiment gave greater promise than he,

none ever died more regretted. We cannot close this sketch

without adding the following beautiful tribute to the young

martyr from the pen of Benjamin F. Taylor :

" VVe are no sexagenarian. Nobody talks to us of the shining of the

almond tree. The grasshopper is not a burden. Time is not dead, but

busy with us all the while, in head, and heart, and hand. And yet w«

remember when on die 23d of July, 1841. a boy was born in Laporte,

Indiana, two hour's journey from the table where we are writing-

We hoped he would live a man, if he lived at all. but we nevr

dreamed he would die a hero.

"That boy was Charles E. Tucker, sou of Rev. Silas Tucker, now al

Logansport, Indiana. Childhood trod on the heels of manhood, and

we saw him again in June, 1800, with the honors of college fresh upon

his brow. One year ago this month, we were in the Chenango Valley,

New York, and were climbing the grand eld hills whereon Madison

University lifts its venerable walls, when the roll of drums and the

warble of fifes floated up from the distant village. "That is a com-

pany just ready to march." t^aid a friend. " Its Captain has just, grad-

ated in the Theological Department of the University. It is Charle*

K. Tucker!" And then- was the boy again. We knew his career thu*

far: his talent, his genius, his learning, and now his loyalty. The

soldier of the Cross had become a soldier of the Sword.
•' He went in the One Hundred and Fourteenth New York Regiment,

with General Banks to Now Orleans, In active service down to the

days of Port Hudson, he was the same genial, eloquent, noble youth,

beloved everywhere.

" Then next came Sunday morning, June 14th, ISO:', that shall Ik:

named in history, by and by. The gallant assault had just been made,

and the rising sun win just kindling th«* world into smiles, when on

the very walls of Port Hudson, at the heat] of his men. sword io

baud, Captain Charles K Tucker fell. A bullet struck him in 'the

bre-tst, and his h»'art thiobed out its treasure for God and his nitive

land, as freely as if it had only been love and n t life.

" Ah, how rich, we all are in this loyal North in precious memories.
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So rich in heroes that oae younir Captain gone may not be much, but

we fan find places empty forever, to which this brave yonng Captain

and his comrades were everything. The hullot3 3y far in these terrible

times, and the mimes of the wounded—who shall record them?

Fathers and Mothers everywhere, with your young Captains living and

dead ; though hearts may be dead, this land can never be bankrupt,

i
" Noble boy, brave Charles, gall cut Captain, good-night.

M Give the dead soldier room,

But oh, seal not his tomb,

For he'll fall into ranks if you titter his name:

Sleep on, boy in blue,

And dream the dream through,

Good-night to the form but good-morn to thy fame."

CAPTAIX SENECA LAKE.

SeSteca Lake, the subject of this sketch, was born March

12th, 1831, at Schoharie, X. Y. Hisparents were Lanson and

Magaret Lake. When slavery rose up in its might to break

up a government dedicate;! to freedom. Captain Lake, enter-

taining the liberal views which he did, could not sit idly by

and see the work go on, but obtained authorization papers,

and set about raising a company for the war. Being person-

ally popular, he was not long in rallying a hundred men,

and early in August was commissioned Captain, joining the

One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment. His company Avas

lettered Iv, and while at Baltimore he was presented with a

beautiful sword, sash and belt, by its members. Few officers

were more devoted to their men than Captain Lake. He

remained constantly with his company until sickness com-

pelled his resignation, March L5th, 1SG4. Captain Lake wa>

a universal favorite in the regiment, and had many warm
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friends. Previous to entering the array he was Editor of the

Cazenovki Republican, and is now Postmaster of Cazcnovia,

receiving his appointment in 1861. He was twenty-two

months on the ocean, in a voyage in the North and South

seas after whales, and has had a profitable and thrilling expe-

rience.

FIRST LIEUTENANT LUCIUS CKUMU.

The subject of this memorial was born in Preston, New
York, September 12th, 1830, and is the son of Balph and

Laura Ann Crumb. Both of his great grandfathers, S.

Miner and William Clark, were in the war of the Revolution,

and were engaged in the battles of Bunker Hill, Lexington,

Long Island, Yorktown and Cowpens. Miner was wounded

at Long Island. He served seven years, nine months, and

twelve days. Lieutenant Crumb enrolled himself July 29th,

1862, in Company A, as a private soldier. He was appointed

Corporal, then advanced to Sergeant, and November 15th,

1863, commissioned Second Lieutenant. On the 10th of July

1864, he was promoted to First Lieutenant. His two

brothers, Henry A. and Dewitt, were also in the service of

their country. Lieutenant Crumb participated in all the

battles in which his regiment was engaged—and was several

times struck hi his clothing by bullets, but came out unin-

jured. Itev at 'present, remains with his father in Preston.

His easv nature made him hosts of friends in the regiment

to which lie belonged*
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FIRST LIEUTENANT DENNIS THOMPSON;

Dennis Thompson was born in Otselie, New York, on the

5th of August, 1840. His parents were Lewis D. and

Lucretia Thompson. Lieutenant Thompson enrolled him-

self in Company I, August 8, 1S62, and was appointed First

Sergeant of the same. He was commissioned Second Lieu-

tenant, June 14, but as his company was reduced below the

minimum number allowed by General Orders, No. 110,

War Department, he could not be mustered in that grade.

He was, however, advanced to the grade of First Lieutenant,

August 8th, and assigned to Company B. He was for u

long time attached to the Ambulance Corps of the First

Division, and while acting in this capacity, was captured at

Cedar Creek, but, after many perilous adventures, escaped in

a few days. Lieutenant Thompson participated in all the

battles of his regiment. Previous to entering the service he

was a student and teacher, and since his return he has alter-

nately been engaged in the occupations of farming and

teaching.

FIRST LIEUTENANT JOHN BAGG.

The subject of this sketch was the son of Charles 51. and

Iloxy Bagg, and was born in Ho wardti eld, Jefferson County,

N"ew York, January 18, 1830. Previous to entering the

service, he was a mechanic, lie joined Company G, August

7, ISC2, aiulwais appointed one of its Sergeants, lie wim

afterwards appointed First Sergeant, and on the 24th day <>t

December, 1864, First Lieutenant, lie participated in the

engagements of liislund, Port Hudson, Sabine Cross Koads
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Pleasant Hill, and Winchester. He was wounded at this

latter place, and disabled about six weeks. He had abrother

in the Confederate army. Since retiring from service he ha£

been engaged as a clerk in the American Hotel, Utica, Ne??

York

FIRST LIEUTENANT EDWIN O. GIBSON.

Edwin O. Gibson was born at Pitcher Springs, Chenange

County, New York, August 22, 1840, of Stanford C. as4

Martha R. Gibson. Lieutenant Gibson, previous to entering-

the army was a student. lie prepared himself for College

under the tuition of David G. Barber, a thorough scholar,,

and accomplished gentleman. lie entered Madison Univer-

sity, and remained one term, then entering Union College

where he remained two terms. As a scholar he stood higl;

in the classics and natural sciences, and as a mathematician

he had few equals, and no superiors in Chenango County.

rle entered the service as Second Lieutenant of Company l\

and was mustered on his commission, September 3, 1SC2L

He was promoted to First Lieutenant ot Company D, 0«et*»~

her 31, 1803, and later, commissioned as Captain, but being

absent on detached service was never mustered in that grade.

He served with his regiment until he was wounded and

captured on the Red River, during the destruction of the

steamboat JoJm Warner, May 5th, 1864. He remained a

prisoner about six weeks, and was then sent to Camp Parole*,

Maryland. Being unable, from his wound, to rejoin his regi-

ment, he was put on detached duty at Hart's Island, where

he remained until the muster out of his regiment. lie wa*
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a general favorite among the officers of his regiment, and in

fact, his open hearted manliness will win him friends wher-

ever he goes.

FIRST LIEUTENANT JOHN C. STOUGHTON.

John C. Stougiiton was horn in Greene, New York, Decem-

ber 26, 1840. His parents were John and Mary Stonghton.

At an early age he had acquired a fair education, and later,

became a mechanic. When Company E was organized, he

aided in recruiting its ranks, and was appointed a Corporal.

He was soon advanced to the position of Sergeant, and at the

first vacancy thereafter, appointed Orderly, or First Sergeant.

On the 27th of March, 1805, he was mustered as First Lieu-

tenant. Lieutenant Stonghton was always a good soldier.

At the fatal charge at Port Hudson, on the 14th of June,

1863, he was one of the few who went over the rebel works,

and fell into Confederate hands. The only ration issued to

him, for some days, was four ears of corn per day, as an

allowance for twenty-four hours. He afterwards was sup-

plied with mule meat, which he. still protests, was "first-rate

eating," for the kind. The Confederates offered him a release

on parole, hut lie declined, saying "the rest of the Yankees

Trill be here in a few days." His prediction was verified, and

on the 0th of July, he was privileged to rejoin his company,

when he learned, to his surprise, that he had been dead and

buried for three weeks. Such was the report that had found

eredenee. Again, at Cedar Creek, Virginia, he was captured

vhile engaged in " picking off" rebels, but escaped by aid

*>f the deception of a rebel hat and blanket, and rejoined his
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-company the day following. Lieutenant Stoughton was ia

every engagement of his regiment, and his military history

is replete with adventure, and his record an honorable one.

FIRST LIEUTENANT JERPJE P. ALLIS.

The subject of this memorial was born at BroadalbiuL,.

Niagara County, X. Y., August 7th, 1835. His parents were

Abraham and Laurind a Allis. His lather was for several

months in the war of 1812. Lieutenant Allis entered the

One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment, August 8th, 18C2,

as a Sergeant of Company G, and on the 1st of September,

1SG0, was promoted to Second Lieutenant of the same com-

panv. His good qualities as an officer soon wron him another

promotion, and he was, on the 15th of December, 1SG4, mus-

tered on a commission as First Lieutenant and assigned to

Company F. lie was with his regiment in every battle in

which it participated, and was wounded in the arm at Cedar

Creek, being disabled until June 1st, 1805. "He had relatives

in the Mexican war, and three brothers-in-law in the Lite

rebellion. Lieutenant Allis was a man of correct habits,

honorable and upright. He always received the highest

respect of his superiors, and the love of those under him.

FIRST LIEUTENANT CHARLES L. BROWN.
;

Cuakt.f.s L. Briowx was born in New Berlin, New York, cu

the 27th ot December 1812, and is the son of Lewis andHarrkit

Brown. He enlisted as a private in Company F, One Haa-
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•drcd and Fourteenth Regiment, August 7th, 1862, and

was immediately chosen a Sergeant. In March, 1863, he was

appointed First Sergeant of his company, and on the J st of

November following, was commissioned Second Lieutenant

Art" Company E, but that company being below a mustering

standard he never was mustered. August 10th, 1804, he

was appointed First Lieutenant and assigned to Company

i-t. Me participated in all the battles of the regiment except

&»bine Cross Roads, and Pleasant Hill. Both ot his grand-

others were in the war of the Revolution. Since leaving

*ae service, he has gone to seek his fortunes in the west.

FIRST LIEUTENANT THEODORE EVANS.

Theodore Evans was born in Bainbridge, New York,

December 0, 1S38, of Jehiat and Anna Evans. He comes

-naturally by his desire to serve his country, his great grand-

father having been a Major in the Revolutionary war, and

Tils father tv Sergeant in the war of 1812. lie enlisted in

Company II, as a private, was appointed Corporal, and later,

* Sergeant. lie was commissioned First Lieutenant of the

same company, December 14, 186-1. While in the Depart-

ment of the Gulf he was sent North on recruiting service,

asd remained about five months. He was also sent with

lieutenant-Colonel Morse, to New Orleans, in the fall of 1864,

3*» recover the surplus baggage of the First Division. Lieu-

tenant Evans was known as a conscientious, temperate, and

apright man, and was a faithful officer. Since leaving the

service lie resides at Bainbridge, New York.
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FIRST LIEUTENANT CHARLES J. BIGGS.

The subject of this sketch was born in Bristol, England,

November 14, 1826, of Isaac and Sarah Biggs. His advent

into this country was somewhat singular, having been ship-

wrecked into Quincy, Massachusetts, in a voyage from Bar-

bados, West Indies, to Nova Scotia, August 18, I860. Ho
afterwards emigrated to California, via Cape Horn, but

returned in 1S54, via Panama. He came to Chenango in the

same year. lie enlisted as a private in Company C, August

12, 1882, was appointed Corporal, then Sergeant, and Octo-

ber 1, 1883, Sergeant-Major. He was mustered on his com-

mission as First Lieutenant, December 9, 1864, and assigned

to Company I. He participated in all the engagements of

Ids regiment, and was slightly wounded at Bisland and Port

Hudson. He was known as a clean and prompt soldier, and

as an officer he discharged his duties with fidelity. lie

served in the British army nine years and a half, as Second

and First Lieutenant, and was wounded in one of the engage-

ments in the Crimea.

.'."';'

FIRST LIEUTENANT ELIJAH ST JOHN.

Elijah St John, was born of Cornwell ;uid Nancy St John,

in Leonardsville, N. Y. His great uncle, George Dalaby,

served in the war of the Revolution, and James

Dalaby in the war of 1 SI 2. Lieutenant St John joined com-

pany G, as a private and was immediately appointed by Colonel

Smith., Sergeant-Major of the regiment. He acted in this

capacity until September r>th, 18&3, when he was promoted

to First Lieutenant, and assigned to Company K. He





1
364 BISTORT OF THE 1I4TH REGIMENT.

was for a long time on a Board of Court Martial, at head-

quarters, First Division, Nineteenth Army Corps. He was

with his regiment in all its campaigns and battles except

the charge of the 14th of June, at which time he was absent

sick. Lieutenant St John bore a good name as an officer,

and had hosts of friends. Since retiring from the service he

has located in the west.

LIEUTENANT SAMUEL S. STAFFORD.

The subject of this biographical sketch, was born in Preston,

Chenango County, New York, on the 8th day of June, 1837.

His parents were Job N. and Welthy Stafford. Lieutenant

Stafford was brought up as a farmer. After he had become

twenty years of age, he prepared for college at the Oxford

Academy, during which time he was engaged, for four terms,

as a teacher of common schools. Under the call of the

President of the United States, dated July, 1802, for addi-

tional force of volunteers for the suppression of the rebellion,

he abandoned his proposed collegiate course, and enlisted in

the service of his country, July 2«3d, 1862. Upon the recom-

mendation of his commanding officer, he was commissioned

First Lieutenant in the One Hundred and Fourteenth Regi-

ment, with rank from August 6th, 18G2, and assigned to

duty in Company A, which he had assisted in recruiting.

r»nd was made the recipient of a beautiful sword, sash and

belt, presented by its members. He served with his company
till March lltli, 1863, when he wns detailed a member or ti

General Court Martial, which convened at Brashear City,

Louisiana, by Special Orders No. 56. Headquarters, Depart-
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ment of the Gulf. This Court was in session about a month,

and was broken up by the advance of our army upon the

enemy. Lieutenant Stafford then re-joined his company and

participated in the battle of Fort Bisland, the skirmish at

Franklin, and the siege of Port Hudson. At the latter place

he received a very severe wound in the left thigh, on the

morning of the eleventh day of June, 1S63, from which he

was confined to his bed for ten jnonths. He will always be

a sufferer from this wound, and will bear unmistakable,

though painful evidence, of having "done the State some

service," as long as he shall live. He was honorably dis-

charged t; on account of wounds received in aetion,*
1 by

Special Order, No. 231, War Department, Adjutant General's

Office, July 8th, 1864. Lieutenant Stafford always bore an

excellent reputation as an officer and a gentleman, and his

many comrades regretted the cause which separated him

from them. He was honored by the people of the Second

Assembly District of Chenango County, in 1864, by being

chosen their Member to represent them in the Legislature of

1865. He discharged his duties in a faithful and upright

manner, with credit to himself and his constituents. Since

leaving the service he has devoted himself to the study ot

the law.

FIRST LIEUTENANT ISAAC BURCIL

The subject of this sketch is another of the heroic dead of

the One Hundred an& Fourteenth Regiment. He was born in

New Berlin, New York, of Russell B. and Hannah Burch.

He early learned the trade of a Printer, following this oecu-

W
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pation until his country's cause called him forth to battle.

lie enlisted in Company B, July 14th, 13G2, and for several

months acted as Regimental Clerk, which position he filled

with ability and correctness. He was, on his merits alone,

appointed First Sergeant, June 7th, 1863, and November 1st,

of the same year, was promoted to a Second Lieutenancy.

August 11, 1804, he was mustered as First Lieutenant, which

position he held at the time of his death, lie was iu com-

mand of his company at Cedar Creek, and fought it gallantly

until he fell pierced by a rebel bullet. He died on the same

day, and his remains were brought to his home for interment.

Lieutenant Burch was a brave, courteous gentleman, and his

memory will long be cherished by his comrades. Tlie Che-

nango Union, after recapitulating his services, pays hii

memory the following deserved compliment

:

" The battle of Cedar Creek proved fatal to a large number of our

best and bravest soldiers, but to none more deserving of a kind and

honorable remembrance than Lieutenant Isaac Burch, of Company B.

114th. Regiment New York Volunteers. He was in command of the

company, Captain Bockee being absent ; and though we have heard no

particulars cf his death, we venture to say that he fell manfully dis.

charging his duty. lie was amiable, intelligent and honest ; an excel-

lent companion ; a true friend
;
generous and warm-hearted towards all

around him ; and in all respects one to excite the love and respect of hii

fellow men. We deeply deplore his fate."

FIRST LIEUTENANT NORMAN M. LEWIS.

Norman M. Lewis, First Lieutenant of Company C, On*

Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment, was born in Roxbury,

Litchfield County, Connecticut, November 19th, 1SS0. Hw





BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 367<

,

parents were John and Betsey Lewis. Ilis father was in

the war of 1812. When Company C was organized, Lieu-

tenant Lewis was a mechanic in Norwich, working at the

Carpenter and joiner's trade. . He enlisted as a private

August 7th 1862, and shortly after was appointed First Ser-

geant. On the 1st of August 1863, he was promoted to a

Second Lieutenancy, and on the 1st of November of the

same year, advanced to the grade of First Lieutenant. He
-was always a marked officer in the regiment. Naturally of

a retiring disposition, with no outward show, he won a

place in the esteem of all who knew him. Every day found

him the same, in the quiet of camp or in the heat of battle,

eool, clear-headed, brave. At Sabine Cross Koads a minuie

T*all passed through his arm, but he refused to leave his com-

pany or to have medical attendance until his arrival at Grand

Score. He was there granted leave of absence for thirty

-days, but before the expiration of that time, he returned to

iiis command, saying that it was too dull at home, for him.

At Cedar Creek, white In command of his company, he was

struck down by a rebel ^bullet. The wound being severe,

and his ancle joint shattered to fragments, amputation was

deemed necessary. He continued to improve for several

-days, but being attacked by intermittent fever and conges-

tive chills, he died on the 12th of November following.

Lieutenant Lewis was a good pattern of an American Soldier,

and was a kind and accommodating gentleman.

FIUST LIEUTENANT SIIUBiEL A. CROOKS.

iitcu.-EL A. iJuooKs was born in Belleville, Jefferson County,

Stew York, November 24, 1332. His parents were Henry
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and Laura Brooks. He came to Chenango in 1856, sx<i£

entered the army as a private of Company C, and was there-

upon elected First Lieutenant. Lieutenant Brooks ald'*£~

materially in recruiting this company, and as he was a gr^st

favorite among the hoys generally, he was a valiraMfc:

acquisition to Captain Titus. He was presented with.* xi

sword, sash and belt, by his friends. He tendered his reg-j^r-

nation on Surgeon's certificate, which was accepted Septem-

ber 3, 1863.- Since that time he has resided in Norwich.

He participated in the battle of Fort Bisland, and the scig:i

of Port Hudson.

FIRST LIEUTENANT JAMES E. WEDGE.

James E. Wedge, the son of Men-it Z. and Mary Wedg*;,

was born in Lebanon, New York, January 7, IS44. Ht
entered the One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment July \Li\

i

i£G2, as First Lieutenant of Company D, which he help-*-d

recruit, lie proceeded with his company to Baltimf;>r*^

where, being prostrated with a severe attack of fever, lieTOas

obliged to resign his commission and return home. lie- 1=

uovv an enterprising merchant in the village of Hamilton.

FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIAM D. T!IFT:BER.

The name of another of Chenango's martyrs head* llus

brief memorial. William D. Thurber, was born in- ISTi'V

Berlin, New York, May -7, 1&40. His parents were £V>^.

and Julia Ann Thurber. His crreat uncle. Jolm Ttarltou
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.-served in the war of 18121 When the call for "more men"
sang through the land. Lieutenant Thurber enrolled himself

as a member of Company F, August 7, 1862, and aided

.greatly to recruit its ranks. lie was, as a reward of merit,

.appointed First Sergeant of the same, always dieharging his

duties in a highly satisfactory manner. He Avas commissioned

First Lieutenant, July 4, 1803, which position he held until

Tiis melancholy death. At Cedar Creek he was Acting

Adjutant of his regiment, and bore himself with conspicuous

-gallantry in this, as well as in every previous engagement of

the regiment. Just as the shades of evening were falling on

that eventful day; just as our great disaster had been crowned

*with victory, came the fatal shot, and from our own battery,

' which struck him down. He lingered until the 2-">th, when

death put an end to his sufferings. His remains were brought

to his home, and were followed to the grave by a large eon-

bourse of citizens. Lieutenant Thurber was a marked and

^good officer, an honest, upright man, and a respected comrade.

His memory will always be green in :he hearts of those who-

Iviiew and appreciated him.

FIRST LIEUTENANT LAUREN M. NICHOLS

-At the outbreak of the rebellion, the subject of this sketch

was engaged in the mechanical department of the establish-

ment of Holmes u Latham, in the village of Norwich. lie

•aided Captain JJockee in recruiting Company 1), and on the

organization of the company, was chosen its First Lieuten-

ant, He proceeded with his regiment to Louisiana, and was

~m command of the detachment of Company I>, which was





370 BISTORT OF THE 114TH REGIMENT.

on board the United States gunboat Grey Cloud, sunk \n

Berwick's Bay, and of which the particulars are given intbs*

previous pages of this work. He was honorably discharged

the service, on resignation, at New Iberia, Louisiana, on the

22d of December, 18G3. After that time he again entered

the service, and served until the close of the war.

FIRST LIEUTENANT EDWARD ELLAS BREED.

Of the heroic dead, and the honored living, who have made-

the name of the One Hundred and Fourteenth sacred in the

hearts of their countrymen, and given it a history that will

survive time, and a renown that will defy oblivion, few, if

any, have better or more faithfully illustrated the qualities

of a true and tried Soldier of the Republic, than Edward

Elias Breed. He was born at Norwich, in Chenango Countyr

February 11, 1S42. His parents were William R. Breed, and

Marcia Caroline Packer, who reside at Norwich. His paternal

grandfather was Deacon Elias Breed, and his grandmother

Elizabeth Randall, both natives of Connecticut, and who*

became settlers at Norwich, at an early period of its history.

Mrs. Breed's father, Thomas Randall, was a Quartermaster-

in the war of the Revolution. His maternal grand-parents

were Captain James Packer and Mary Billings, who, many
years since, removed to Chenango County, from Vermont,

Connecticut having been the State of their nativity.

At home, as the dutiful and obedient child; in more

advanced years, the faithful and diligent student, at both the

Norwich and Oxford Academies, under D. G. Barber, A. M.,

their Principal, to whom he was endeared by his intelligence.
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and manly character; and in the law office of his uncle Horace

Packer, Esq., at Oxford, he gave evidence of those qualities

which made him the dutiful son of his country, zealous of

her honor, and ready to do and die at her call.

Lieutenant Breed enlisted at Oxford, August G, 1862, as a

private in Company A., One Hundred and Fourteenth Regi-

ment. The first dishonor which was done to the llacc of the

Union, had aroused in his breast the fire of true patriotism,

and the mad purpose to whelm the Republic in the vortex of

rebellion, claimed his constant and earnest thought. He
heard the din of battle from afar, and wrestled with a strong

desire to join in the conflict, obedient, however, to maternal

remonstrance, while he asserted his firm conviction of his

duty to his country. And when, at last, the oft repeated

purpose of the boy gained the acquiescence, if not the

willing approval of the mother, to his assertion, "Some must

go, and why not I as well as others," honest pride for the

patriot struggled with deep grief for her sacrifice, in the effort

with which she surrendered him to his country. From this

time forward until his death, his history is blended with that

of the regiment with which he had sworn allegiance. He
shared its fortunes wherever it went; where its flag led the

way he followed ; its victories his joy,its defeats his sorrow.

In the long and toilsome march, and the stern encounter of

the battle field ; under the clouds or the stars at the night-

watch ; at the assault on Port Hudson ; amid the perils- and

disasters of the Red River Expedition, at Fort Bisland and

Patterson ville, and at Winchester, where he sealed his

fidelity with liis life, lie was ever cheerful and hopeful, illus-

trating the highest courage of the soldier, and the tirm and

unfaltering faith of the patriot.
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Foung Breed was commissioned Second Lieutenant in the

regiment, in August, 1303, and was transferred to Company

It, in which he received the First Lieutenancy in October

following, and acted as its Captain until his death. It was in

the terrible battle at "Winchester, Virginia,- September 19th,

1864, wliere "the One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment,

New York, offered up its glorious sacrifice of one hundred

and eighty-eight men," that -Lieutenant Breed fell mortally

wounded.

After four color bearers had fallen, he seized the flag which

had been down some minutes, and while defiantly waving it in

the face of the enemy, and rallying the broken lines he received

a bail In the breast and was carried from the field. To the

Surgeon who came to his relief, he said : "Take the ball out

that I may 'go and fight them again." His dying regret was

that lie had not another life to give to his country. Courage

which lias vindicated itself by such tests, needs not the

paltry tribute of ©ur praise.

"Wise youth! by few i? glory's wreath attained :

But death, or late or poon, aw;titeth all.

To fight in Freedom's cause Is something giined,

And nothing lost to fall."
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SECOND LIEUTENANT TRUMAN SMITH.

'Truman Smith was born in the town of Victor, Ontario-

County, New York, August 7, 1837, of Truman and Sarah

E. Smith. He entered Company D, August 11, 18G2, and

was appointed a Sergeant of the same. On the 1st ot

August, 1863, lie was commissioned Second Lieutenant of his

company. He was engaged in the battles of Bisland, Port

Hudson, and Winchester. He was wounded in the charge

of the 14th of June, 1863, and also at the battle of Winches-

ter, September 19,1 864. He had one brother in Berdan's

sharp-shooters. Since leaving the service he has received a

peddler's license.

SECOND LIEUTENANT CYRUS J. HARDAWAY.

The subject of this sketch was born in Utica, New York,

September 12, 1838. His parents were Joshua and Mary

Ann Hardaway. In November, 1861, he enlisted in Ber-

dan's United States Sharp-Shooters, and was soon appointed

a non-commissioned officer. With that regiment lie partici-

pated in the battles of Yorktown, Mechaniesville, Gaines*

Hill, Malvern Hilt, Second Bull Run, Fredericksburg, Chan-

cellorville, Gettysburg, and Mauassas Gap. Later, he was

commissioned by Governor Seymour, as Second Lieutenant

in the One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment, and was

mustered into Company F, September 12, 1863. At this

time Quartermaster Adrian Foote was detached as Acting

Brigade Quartermaster, and to Lieutenant Hardaway was as-

signed the duties <>f Acting Regimental Quartermaster, which

position he held until his muster out, with the excep-
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tion of a few weeks in October, 18G4, when he was charged

with the responsibility of conducting the supply train of the

First Division, between the front and 3-lartinsburg. There

are t'kiw better business men than Lieutenant Hardaway.

His accounts in the Quartermaster's Department were always

kept up, and his obliging disposition rendered his services

acceptable to all. Since leaving the service he has been

assigned to duty on one of the Illinois Railroads, a position

of responsibility, and a trust which we predict he Avill faith-

fully discharge.

SECOND LIEUTENANT ROBERT N. EDDY.

Robert Newton Eddy, the subject of this sketch, was

born in Verona, Oneida County, New York, June 10th, 1S40.

His parents were Rev. Lyman A, and Catherine O. Eddy.

At the commencement of the war for the Union, Lieutenant

Eddy, was a College student at Wesleyan University, Mid-

dletown, Connecticut, but when the call for more men
sounded throughout the land in 1SG2, he laid aside his books

ami took up the arms of a soldier. He enrolled himself as a

member of Company K, under Seneca Lake, of Cazenovia,

on the 7th of August, 1S62. From that time he assisted in

recruiting the ranks of his Company, until its organization,

when he was chosen its First Sergeant. He remained in

this capacity until July 1,1803, when he was promoted to

the vacant Second Lieutenancy of his Company, caused by

Ihe resignation of Lieutenant 'Carpenter. He was in all the

campaigns in which the One Hundred and Fourteenth

Kegimeiit participated, until the close of the Red River Ex-
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pedition, when he was detached by order of General George

L. Beal, Commanding First Brigade, First Division, Nine-

teenth Army Corps, as Acting Ordnance Officer. lie

remained on Staff duty at these headquarters until his

muster out of the service, June 8th, 1SC5, under Generals

Beal, Davis, Love, and Colonel X. A. M. Dudley, acting in

the several capacities of Ordnance Officer, Inspector General

and Aid-de-Camp. He was, also, for a time, detached at

Port Hudson, on the Staff of Colonel (now Brigadier-Gen-

eral) Stephen Thomas, Commanding the Reserve Brigade,

as Inspector General, and during a portion of the time, he

performed the duties of Acting Assistant Adjutant General

Lieutenant Eddy, participated in the battles of Bisland,

Port Hudson, Sabine Cross Roads, Pleasant Hill, Cane River,

Mansura, Opequan, Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek. Lieuten-

ant Eddy is a young man of education, and an accomplished

gentleman. lie always bore a good reputation, when in the

presence of the enemy, and was an active and intelligent

officer, whether serving with his Regiment or on Staff duty.

He is at present engaged in assisting Assistant Surgeon

Beecher, in writing a record of the services of his regiment.

SECOND LIEUTENANT JAMES EDWIN GILBERT.

Thk name of another of Chenango's honored sons, who

yielded up his life in his country's service, heads this brief

memorial.

James E. Gilbert was horn in Guilford, Chenango County,

New York, July 7, iSo9. His- parents were Orlando S. and

Dorcas Gilbert. For the last few years previous to the
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breaking out of tlie rebellion, lie was engaged both as a stu-

dent and a teacher. He attended Norwich and Oxford Acad-

emies for several terms, and afterwards was engaged as a

teacher in both public and select schools, and was always

beloved by his pupils. Like many other young men, Lieu-

tenant Gilbert took a deep interest in the great struggle for

freedom, and on the 23d day of July, 1SG2, he enrolled him-

self as a member of Captain Curtis" Company, A. On the

'Cth of August, following, he was commissioned its Second

Lieutenant, and formally mustered, September 3d, of the

same year. As a mark of esteem, his company presented

him with a sword, sash and belt, which he wore with honor

Xo himself, and to those bestowing the gift. He proceeded

with his company to Louisiana, where early in February,

1863, he was attacked with typhoid fever which terminated his

life on the 10th of that month.

A meeting of the officers of his regiment was called and

resolutions* were adopted, expressive of their love and

esteem for him as an officer, and their grief at his loss.

Lieutenant Gilbert was a young man of perfect habits, tem-

perate, moral, and of a pure character. He was one of those

few young men against whom naught of error could be

said. He was a member of the Episcopal Church, and

was esteemed and respected by all who knew him. Hi*

remains were sent to his home for interment, and a monument

erected to his memory by his many friends.

*S«e paces 50 and 5-1.
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SECOND LIEUTENANT JOHN F. BUELL.

John F. Buell was born in Sherburne, New York, in 1847.

His parents were David and Almira Bucll. Pie joined Com-

pany F, August 13, 1802; was chosen its Second Lieutenant,

and presented with a sword, sash and belt. He was at the

battle of Bisland. On the 9th of June, 1 863, he tendered

his resignation, which was accepted by Major-General Banks,

Commanding Department of the Gulf.

SECOND LIEUTENANT EDWIN M. OSBORNE.

The subject of this sketch was born in Quincy, Massachu-

setts, of John and Elizabeth Osborne, in June, 1816. lis

grandfather, Eliphalet Chandler, was a drummer in the Rev-

olution, for live years, and his father served in the war of

1812. He entered Company H, as Second Lieutenant, Sep-

tember 3, 1862, and was presented with a sword, sash and

belt, by the citizens of Oxford, through the hands of ITorccs?

Packer, Esq. The sudden death of his wife caused him to re-,

turn home, and he was mustered out of service March 18, If€3.

His little son, who followed the regiment as far as Port Roys!,

died at that post, of fever. Lieutenant Osborne now resides

at Great Bend, Pennsylvania.

SECOND LIEUTENANT GEORGE G. DONNELLY

George G. Donnelly, was born in Brighton, Mozirce

County, New York, on the 20th of August 1824, IIu*

parents were Joshua and Polly Ann Donnelly. His pater-
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nal grandfather was in the war of 1812. At the commence-

ment of the war, Lieutenant Donnelly was a Minister of the

Gospel, of the Baptist persuasion, and one of those who

religiously believed that the maintenance of the national

authority as against a slave oligarchy, was a duty devolving

on christains, even though it led them to the field of battle ;

even though it led them face to face in the struggle of

death with those who would trail their country's flag in the

dust, and beat down freedom under the heel of slavery.

Entertaining such views, Lieutenant Donnelly became

thoroughly interested in recruiting Company E. and was, at-

its organization, commissioned as its Second Lieutenant. On

the 6th of November, he was commissioned as First Lieu-

tenant, but through some inadvertance, was never mustered,

and therefore, never properly in that grade, although he acted

in that capacity until the time of his death. He proceeded

with his regiment to Brashear City, and while acting as officer

of the guard at the depot, on the 18th of March, 1803, he

received injuries by a fall, which terminated his life on the

27th of April, following. Lieutenant Donnelly was an esti-

mable companion, and an officer much beloved by his com-

rades, and one from whom, had he lived to serve with his

regiment throughout its term of service, much good was

expected.

SECOND LIEUTENANT SMITH II. CASE.

Smith H. Cask entered Company D, One Hundred and Four-

teenth Regiment, as Second Lieutenant, September 3d, 1SC2.

On the arrival of the regiment at Baltimore, Maryland,

f
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he was attacked with typhoid fever, and bis lile for a long time

despaired of. Pie was discharged on resignation, January

13, 13G3. Since that time he lias served in one of the New

SECOND LIEUTENANT ERASTUS S. CARPENTER.

Erastus S. Cakpkstbr enrolled himself as a member of

Company K, One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment,

August 15, 18G2, and was, at the organization of the com-

pany, commissioned as its Second Lieutenant, and mustered

September -<d of the same year. He was afterwards advanced

to the grade of First Lieutenant, but never mustered on his

new commission. He proceeded to Louisiana with his regi-

ment, but illness caused his resignation, September 0, 1S63,

which was accepted by Major-General Banks, Commanding

the Department of the Gulf.

SUTLER DWIGHT FARCE.

At the organization of the One Hundred and Fourteenth

Regiment, Dwight Farce was appointed its Sutler. At

that time Mr. Farce was extensircly engaged in the Manu-

facture of Cigars in Norwich, New York, and was doing a

lucrative business. He proceeded to Baltimore with his

Regiment, and at this place conducted an officer's mess, ac-

commodating all the officers of his Regiment, which, with

the assistance of Mr. Wells UtTor-J, he conducted in an excel-

lent manner. Afterwards he proceeded to New Orleans, and
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when his Regiment was ordered to guard the Xew Orleans,

Opelousas and Great Western Railroad, Mr. Parce, pro-

ceeded to the extreme outpost, Brashear City, and leased a

hotel, which he conducted in a manner acceptable to all, until

his capture, June 23d, 18G3, when the rebels occupied Bra-

shaer, during the absence of the army at Fort Hudson. Mr.

If. M. Per Lee, son of the Colonel, was at this time

in the employ of Mr. Patrce, and was also captured. He
however, made a "strategic " movement on the rebels, and

escaped, working his way to Xew Orleans. Mr. Parce

was taken with the prisoners which fell into their hands

to Texas, and confined at Camp Groce. Mi*. Parce having been

taken ill, was kindly cared for by his friends, but all of no

avail. He died at this Camp on the 23d ot Xovcmber, of

the same year. Mr. Parce was a warm supporter of the

Administration, a true and unswerving antagonist of slavery,

and was, during his residence in Xorwich, elected one of the

Trustees of that village. He was a kind and accommodating

gentleman, as all the officers of his regiment will attest, and

ever ready to oblige a friend. Among his associates in the

prison in Texas, was Colonel C. C. Xott, of the One Hun-

dred and Seventy-Sixth Xew York, to whom his friends are

indebted for the information regarding his decease. There

are none of his acquaintances but that deeply regret his

loss, and mourn him as a true friend.
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OF THE

ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH REGIMENT,

EMBRACING

i

THE NAME OF EVERY OFFICER AND MAN WHO HAS EYEK

BELONGED TO THE ORGANIZATION, WITH FULL REMARKS A3

TO THE DISPOSITION OF THE SAME, FROM THE OFFICIAL-

COPIES OF MUSTEK-OUT ROLLS OF THE REGIMENT.

FIELD AND STAFF.

MEMBERS OF THE REGIMENT AT MUSTER OUT.

Colonel Samuel R. Per Lee, See Biographical Sketch, page 317

Lieutenant-Colonel Henry B. Morse, '* ** " '* 315

Major Oscar H. Curti?, " tl
•* " 33)

Burgeon Levi H. Warner, " " " 4
* 323

Quartermaster Adrian Foote, " *' " " 324

Adjutant Adelbert F. Coope, » " » '* £S
Assistant Surgeon Harris II. Beecher, ** " " '* 333

Chaplain William M.Rob:n*on, ' " " " &£

DIED.

Colonel Elisha B. Smith, See Biographical Sketch, page 3CJ

DISCHARGED.
Ae^intant {%trgcon Henry G. Beardsley, See Biographicul Sketch, page 331

Chaplain Ll-nry Callahan, ,l *' '* " ZO
Quartermaster Jamea P. Thompson, *' " " '* 3/7

Assistant Surgeon Charles W. Crarey, '« M " " 3J)





362 HISTORY OF THE J 14TII REGIMENT.

NON-COMMISSIONED STAFF.

Sergeant-Mj'.jor Edward E. Hunt, enlisted August 8;* appointed Sergeant-Major,

February 5. 1SC5.

Hospital Steward Lewis L. Weed, enlisted August 4; appointed Hospital Steward,

July-1. 1863.

Quartermaster Sergeant Albert Sumner, enlisted Attgtistl ; appointed Quartermaster

Sergeant, November 1, 1«';3.

Commissary Sergeant George Teed, enlisted August 12 ; appointed Commissary

Sergeant, December 1, WA.
Principal Musician Charles W. Dain, enlisted August 4; appointed Principal Musi-

cian, June 2,1864.
'

DISCHARGED.
Hospital Steward Ebencser McClintock, enlisted August 7; appointed Hospital

Steward September 3 ; discharged March 15, 1S63.

Hospital Steward Joseph H. SkiJlman, enlisted August 12; appointed Hospital

Steward 16C2: discharged January 1, 1S63.

Qpartennatter Sergeant Augustus P. Clarke, enlisted Augusts; appointed Quarter-

master Sergeant September 3; discharged for promotion.

Commissary Sergeant George E. Hawley, enlisted August 11 ; appointed Commis-

sary Sergeant September 3; discharged August 4, 1863.

Gommiseary Sergeant Adrian L. Watson, enlisted July 14: appointed Commissary

Sergeant September 1, 1863 ; discharged August 4, 1S61.

COMPANY A.

klSMUFUS OF COMPANY AT MtSTEK OUT, WITH DATE OF EXLISTAIEXIfc

Cnctain Daniel W. Turner, See Biographical Sketch, page 331

IFiffit Lieutenant Lucius Crumb, " " " " 36T

Fi.rK Sergeant Elijah R. Snell, enlisted August 5; apointed First Sergeant, October

. 19, 'Gi.

Sorgeants, Charles W. Slawsou, enlisted July 3; appointed Sergeant, November l t

*Ci Elmore Sharp, enlisted August 6 ; appointed Sergeant, October 19, 'G4. Fred-

crick Honshu, enlisted August 1; appointed Sergeant. November- 1, '64: Lyman

C. Redfie'.d, enlisted August 2; appointed Sergeant, March 1, '65.

Corpora'*, George H. Burgess, enlisted August 2 ; appointed Corporal. George S.

Peck, enlisted August 6; appointed Corporal August 1, '63. Charles B. Dudley,

cnlh-ted August G ; appointed Corporal July 1, "04. Charles S. Thompson; enlisted

AugustC; appointed Corporal September 1, "04. John II. Prince, enlisted AugUbt

i; appointed Corporal >1arch 1, '05. John F. Iabell, cnligted July 25 ; appointed

Cvr:or::i March 1, *c:>.

•A:i iu'tis!uun:a not marked by any year, lock place in 1562.
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Privates, Vincent L. Adam?, enlisted August 7. George M. Barrow?, July £5

Mancil Barrows, July 28. George J. Barber, Augusts. Henry Bowers, August 5.

Chauncey A. Bradley. August 5. Bailey Cartwriglit August 5. David Conghlin,

July20. Henry A. Crumb, August 7. Henry O. Copley, August 31, '64. Ira W.

Dibble, July 26. Oliver W. Ferris, September 1. '64. Andrew Grobert, July

29. James Hayes, August 12. William C. Jones, July 2(i. William O. Nash,

August 11. Orrin R. Palmer, August 8. Thomas F. Preston, July 31. Stephen

Pettis, September 3. 61. George W. Payne, August SI, '64. James H. Prince,

August 4. John Rhodes, August 81, '64. Ransom E. Sage, July 29. John W. Sage,

September 12, '04. James Tanzy, August 0. Daniel W. Tyler, August 5. Eiverua

H. Trask, August 5. Wiilice Wheeler, July 24. Orvilie C. [Wilkinson, Jr., August

S. Eddy P. Wade, August 6. Walter F. Weed, July ST.

KILLED OR DIED.

Second Lieutenant Jamea E. Gilbert, See Biographical sketch, page 375

First Sergeant Joseph G. Washburne. enlisted July 22; killed October 19, '64,

Sergeant Frederick B. Skinner, enlisted July 30 ; killed October 19, '61,

Corporals Frederick J. Church, enlisted July 25; died February 14, '63. James E,

Smith, enlisted August 1 ; killed September 19, '64.

Privates, Albert 11. Avery, enlisted Aug. 31, '61; died December 13, '64, of wounds.

Oscar Bennett, August 4 : du-d October 20, '64. Lnman Bently, July £6 ; killed April

9, '64. -Addison Bush, Aug 1 ; died, date unknown. Perry Bowers, August 1 ; died

October 23, '63. Hcury Driggs, August! ; died July SO, '64. George A. Decker, July

27; killed October 19, *6i. Waterman Ensworth, August 6; died June. 15, '63.

Michael Ganney, September 3, '64; died November <», '64, of wounds. Ansel

Holme:-', Auguet 2 .died, dnte unknown. Asa Holmes, August 1 ; died November 1,

'63. Lerov N. Have!,-. August 5 ; killed October 19, '61. Albert II. Hart, August 5

;

died March 25, 65. William Jbbman July 23; died June 27, '63, Alexander Leach,

August 6; died July 31, Y3. .Tamos Mauley, August 4; died November 15, '63.

LoraonD. Merrill, August 5; killed September 19, '64. James IC. Novell, August

4; died May IS, '63. William A. Newton, July 4; died November 20, '61, of wounds.
Austin Palmer, July 4; died May !, '63. Oscar P. Boot, Juiy8; died September 3,

'63. Richmond Snell, August ."»
; died September 13, '62. Jacob Shipman, July

86 ; died August 4, T3. Edson Sisson, Aug. 6, died July 17, '63. Charles F. Smith,

July 24; die^d June 17. '63. Charles ('. Smith, August 9, died November 13, *63.

Orlando Smith, July -.:); killed October 19, '»4 Erastus L. Sill, August 31, '61 ; died

November 1, 'Gi. Henry f,. Young, July 30; died June 1, 'G3. Freeborn S. Young,
July 23; died August 24, *63. Wilbur F. Young, August 5; died November 29, '64,

of wounds.

DISCHARGED.

Captain Oscar II. Curtis, See Biographical Sketch, page 32:)

Strut Lieutenant Samuel S. Stafford,
" '' " ** o64

Sergeant Edward R. Breed, " »' " ,l
376
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Sergeants, Samuel A. Delevan. enlisted July 30; discharged September 19, '64.

Austin S. South-worth, enlisted July 23 ; discharged June 1, '63.

Corporal Martin V. B. Rogers, enlisted July 28 ; discharged June 27, "63.

Private?,- Merrit Bolt, enlisted August 9; discharged June 22. '63. Edward

Coville, August 12; discharged May 15, '64. Jeremiah Caivert, July 29 : discharged

May 10, "64. Scott Gilbert, August 5; discharged June 9, '63. Hugh Gaffncy, July

St; discharged May 18, "65. Henry S. Isbell, July 27; discharged March 10, '64. John

K. Johnson, August 12 : discharged February 3, '64. George A. Mallory, August 5:

discharged February 15, '64. Jacob Morgan, September 2; discharged May 18. '65.

Frank B. Phinney, August 2; discharged May 5, 'Co. "William E. Prince, August

1 ; discharged September 1, '63. Henry Sisson, August 4 ; discharged August 22, '63.

William A. Southworth, July 28; discharged June 1, '63. Emory R. Southworth,

August 4 ; discharged October 27, '64. Milo Webb, July 29 ;
(discharged, unknown.)

Alvah Warner, July 2-2; discharged January 31, '04. Seth J. Young. August 4; dis-

charged May 15, '65. Ernest Zieman, July 29; discharged May 13, '65.

TRANSFERRED.

Sergeant Joseph II. PearsoU, enlisted August G; transferred September 1. '63.

Privates, John C. Bliven, enlisted July 25 ; transferred May 1, '64. Thomas P.

Eattoa, August 4 ; transferred May 1, '64, William A. Landon, July 24; transferred

April 10. "03. George Preston, August 1 ; transferred May 30. '65. Valentine

Cloius, November 21, 64; transferred May 30, '65. Austin S. Southworth, January 1,

'61; transferred May 30, *65.

DESERTED.

Corporal Thomas n. Breed, enlisted July 29; fell out on the march July 22, '64
r

probably captured by Mosby,—probably not a deserter.

Privates, Lorln J. West, enlisted July 29 ; deserted October 12, '62. John

Williams, March 16, '65; deserted May 15,
y

63. Alfred Geston, (colored cook.) March,

1,'G4; deserted Jnly 29, '64. Israel Jinkins, March 1, '64; deserted July 4., '64.

COMPANY B.

IfKMBERS OF COMPANY AT MUSTER OUT, WITH DATE OF ENLISTMENT.

Captain Jacob S. Bockee; See Biographical Sketch page 3.05

Flr»t Lieutenant Dennis Thompson, " " " " 35*

First Sergeant Orriu E. Wocd, enlisted August 7; appointed First Sergeant, Novem-
ber 1. «G3.

Sergeant?, Charles (.'. Cady, enlisted Jnly 17; appointed Sergeant, SeptemberlS, 'G3.

Lemuel Gale, August 7; appointed Sergeant, November 1, '6?. Israel Monroe,

Au?n«=t 5; appointed Sergeant. November 24, '63. David II. Bentky, July 19;

appointed Sergeant, February 8, '64.
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Corporal*, Madison Sayles, enlisted July 19; appointed Corporal. John D. Farrel2„

August 11 ; appointed Corporal December 22, '63. Jonathan Bosworth, August 6

:

appointed Corporal May 14,'65. Job Satchell, Juiy 21 ; upointed Corporal Decem-

ber 22, "03. Isaac Evans, August 5 ; appointed Corporal November 1, 'G4, Stephen

N. Leach, August G; appointed Corporal March 12, '.'35. Foster J. Blackmau, Julj

22; appointed Corporal December 22, '63.

Privates?, George Agard. August 8; killed at Elmira on the cars. EmerH. Aldrich,

Augusts. Franklin Ames, July 23. James A. Brownell, August 6. Delevan V.

Burlingame, August 15,'6I. Francis W. Brown. August 28, '6-4. Lyman D. Bogue,

September 1, '64. John B. Baker, August 8. Dennis L. Casey, July 23. Ira Dodge.

'July 15. George Doyle, July 23. Samuel Z. Eggleston. August 2G. Samuel F. Ed-

monds, August 5. Joseph II. Felten, July 28. Orville Frink, July 24. George

Granthan. July 28. Seneca Lemley, August 2. Frederick Monroe. Recruit ; captured

October 19, '01. Loren D. Newell, July 12. David E. Pendle. July 22. Harrison

Phillips, July 15. Oirin Totter. August 4. Asa N. Rose. September S, "04. Sylvester

C. Sergeant, August S. Perry Springer, August 11. Charles A. Sumner, August 8.

George Taft. August 20, '64. Colonel Tyler, August 11. Delos Tyler, Anguat 11.

John TV*. Wrench, August 7.

KILLED OR DIED.

First Lieutenant Isaac Burch, See Biographical Sketch, page 33!S

First Sergeant Geor;e Bailou, enlisted August 6; died June IT,
?

63, of wounds.

Sergeant Horace Gale, enlisted August 7 : died November 24, '63.

Privates, Joshua Beckwith, enlisted August 11 : died February 12. "63. LaFayctta

Beckwith, August 8; died October 5, 'G3. Joseph L. Breed, July 25 : died August 1,

'63. John H. Brent. July 25; died February 1", "63. Leonard R. Brown, August 23,

V>4; killed September lis, '6L Cyrel Carpenter. Augusts: killed September 19, '04.

Montezuma Chase, December 3, "60; died May 24, '64. Ira A. Davis, July 15; died

July 8, '63. John J. Davis, August 4 ; died August 3, '63. Francis M. Huntly, August

8; died July 31, '63. Robert C. Hall, January 13, '64
; died May 14, 'fit. William W.

Jackson, August 6; killed September 19, '64. Edwin R. Lont, August 11; died

November 11, '63. Henry Morgan, August 1G ; died February 16, '64. Charles Mon-

roe, August 5; died June 27, '63. Hezckiah Newton, August 7: killed September

19, '64. John Nichols, August 11 : killed September 19, '64. Thomas Peck, August

11; died September 2fi. Henry D. Scott. August 8; died November 19. Jonathan

V. Squires, August i>: died January 1. '63. Sylvester C. Squires. August 6; died

September 4, '63. Rensselear Scott, December 16, '63: died July 26, "6f. William

Wilcox. August 7; died June 17, '03. Rathbone G. Wheeler, August 11 ; died July

8, '63. of wounds. John D. West. August 11 : killed June 14. '63. Martin Wolcott,

July 15; died April 16, '63. Thomas S. Wiswell, August 7; died Juno 10, 03.

DISCHARGED.
First Lieutenant Lauren M. Nichols," See Biographical Sketch, paga CO
Second Lieutenant Edwin O. Gibson, " ki u " 033
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DESERTERS.

Private, Duvid Porter, es. lifted August 8; desertedJanuary 15, *6ii.

I

Sergeants William M. Bollis, enlisted August G; discharged March 11, '63. Georg*

W. Isbell, August 6 ; discharged April 3, '63.

Corporals, Perry Rood, enlisted August 11 : discharged May 13, '63. Orson M. Snow
AugnstG ; discharged May 14, '65. Edwin J. Saw tell, August 7 ; discharged Feb-

ruary 24 'G5.

Privates, Charle* Adams, enlisted August 7 ; discharged May 4, '05. Waiter 8.

Bosworth, Augusta; discharged April 11,
!
64. Samuel P. Butler, January 3, '64;

discharged November 6, '64. William H. Comstock, January 4, '64 ; discharged May

13. '65. II .u-vey Camp, January 4, '64: discharged May 15, '05. Israel Carpenter,

January 12, '64; discharged May 25, '65. Franklin W. Fish, August 8; discharged

February 3, '64. Patrick Henry, August 11 ; discharged May 9, '05. Edward Hayes

August 7 ; discharged October 2, '63. Theodore Lewis, August 11 ; discharged Jan-

uary 17, '65. Horace T. Leach, August 11 : discharged May 22, '65. Samuel Monroe,

August 5; discharged August 25, '63. Orlando Monroe, August 6; discharged

November 11, "63. John Nelson, Jr.. August 7; discharged February 11, '63.

Andrew Peck, August 11; discharged September 8, '63. Eleazer W. Townsend,

August 11; discharged September 8, "6-3. Squire R. Seargent, August 7; discharged

January 5, '63. Josiah A. Wood. August 11 ; discharged March 5, 'Gt. William T.

Woston, February 6 ; discharged March 12, '64,

TRANSFERRED.

Corporals, Albert Sumner, enlisted August S; transferred November 1, "03. Georgo

E. Ilawley. August 11 ; transferred October 4, '02. Albert Henry, August?; trans-

ferred January 19, '65. Adrian L. Watson, July 14 ; transferred September 1, 'G3.

Musician, Charles W. Dain, enlisted July 10; transferred June 23, 'Go.

Privates, William W. Bowers, enlisted July 29; transferred May 31, '64: Robert

E.Cole, August 19; transferred March 1, '64. Ira Church, August 7; transferred

September 30. '63. Solomon J. Edwards August ll ;
transferred April 2, '05. Orlow

CGager, August 7; transferred January 17, '05. Charles W. Hunt. August 6;

March 10, 64. Daniel Hough, August 11; transferred July 20, "63. William A.

nuntley, August 8 ; transferred May 81, '04. Cyrus 3. Hopkins, July 28 ; transferred

June 20, "61, John E. Miller, August 7 ; transferred May 31, '64. William S. Brown,

August 20, '64; transferred May 21. '05. Monroe Coy, August 19, *G4:; transferred

May 21, 'G5. Simon S. D.iy. January 8, 'Gt ; transferred May 21, "05. Benjamin F.

Genung, August 19, '64; transferred May 21, '65, William II. Irvine, December 13,

'CJ; transferred May 21, '65. Francis Inigley, April 0, "05
; transferred May 21, XI.

Rebr.cn P. Wood, Java irv 1 !, '04; transferred May 21, '65.
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COMPANY c-

MEMBERS OF COMPAST AT STOBTER
t
OUT, WITH DATE OF ENLISTMENT.

Captain William H. Longwell, See Biographical Sketch, page 8£fi

First Lieutenant John Bagg, " " " '• 368

First Sergeant Lyman Hall, enlisted Augnst9; appointed First Sergeant March !, '56.

Sergeants, Harlow C. Glazier, enlisted August 9. George E. Wood, August 15;

appointed Sergeant October 19, '64. Augustus A. Nevins, August?; appointed Sx*-

geant March I, '65. James W. Sherwood, August 7; appointed Sergeant May 17,

'Go.

Corporals, John E. Brookins. August 13. Franklin Sackett, August 8 ; appointed!

Corporal Angust 1, '(*>}. Joseph Crandall, August 8; appointed Corporal October

19, '64. Marcus P. Crandall, August 11 ; appointed Corporal January 17, '65. Phi-

lander R. Paul, August 11; appointed Corporal March 1, '65. Francis E. Hye?,

August 7 : appointed Corporal March 1, 'Go. George W. Crumb, August 9 ; appointed

Corporal January 1, '65. Franklin E. Beckwith, August S; appointed Corporal

May 17, '63.

Musician, Bolivar Aldrich, August 5.

Privates, Joseph Brooks, August G. John S. Brazee, August 11. William J.

Beach, August 14. John G. Breed, August It. John I. Bronson, August 11, '64.

Abram Benuet, August VI. Elijah Crhndall, August 6. Daniel V. Cornell, August

29, '64. Henry D. Clark, August 23, '61. Daniel Dibble, August 11. Charles H. De
Forest, Augu-t 13, '64. -\delbert Eddy, August G. Edgar II. Eddy, August G. Ben-

jamin F. Guile. August 9. li. L. Garlick, SeptemberD, '6-1. John Hanrahan, August

7. Robert Hancock, September 1. G4. George Ik Johnson. August 5. Lorin R.

Janes, August 6. John N, Keller, Angust 8 ; George W. Lyou, Angust 5. Jamea II.

Lamphere, August *.). Charles II. Lamphere, August G. John McCormick. Augusts.

Winslow Newton, August 7. Joseph Newton, Jr., August S, Sylvester Phillip*,

August S. AsIk-1 W. Paul, August 11. Ensign M. Pike, August 11. Edgar Xleding-

ton, SepleinbiT7. >;1. George E. Sherman, Angust 5. Francis P. Sccor, August 7.

James Townseud. August 4. James L. Talbert, August 12. Orlando Utter, Angntrt

12. Sobiski Wiswell, August 12. Solomon White, August 11. Lavad er M. Wheeler,

August 7. Uriah White. September 2, "64. William It. White, September G, '64.

KILLED OR MED.
First Lieutenant Nrtrsran M. Lewis. See Biographical Sketch, page ?fA
Sergeant William 11. Chamberlin, enlisted August 12; killed October 19, '64.

Corporals, Albert D. Wood, enlisted August li!; killed October 19, '64. George W.
Beckwith. Au_ni.it 11; killed June 14, '63. Homer W. Sbson, August 15; died

November 1;;, 'i'A. of wounds

Privates. Franklin lS.Vyc'"o, August 12; died August 17, '63. Edward E. Crandall,

Augaftl2; died,*Tnrje 24. '64. Joseph L. Crandall, August 12; died August 6, '53.

John C. Durpby, August 12; killed September 19. '64. Lyuaau Duran, August 1;
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killed September ID, '64. Willard Finch, August 12: died July 1, '63. Erastas

Gregory. August 12; killed June 15. "63. Jonathan W. Green, August 12: died

October 11, "63. George W. Jones, August 12; died November 12, '64, of wound!*.

Allen LaDue, August 7; died July 21, '63. Willard Lewis, August 12: died Septem-

ber 6, ^i. John Matfieweon, August 12; died June — 'K3. Henry Newton, August

8«>; died Dec. 'G2. Daniel Nichols, August 11 ; died March 30. '63. Edgar Newton,

August 11; killed September 10, '64. Daniel W. Place, August 12: died February

%3. Orman Potter, Aucrust 12 : died November 6, '63. Andrew Ryan, January 13,

€1; died November 9, '64. Wait Stiles, August S; died September IT. 'G3. Levi L.

fiecor, August 12; died July "63. Eufus Tracy, Alienist 8; died August 19, *C3. Ira

Wiltie, August 12: died February 8, '63. James E. Woodmansee, August 12; died

October 19, 'C4. William S. Crandail, August 12; died May 9, '63.

EXECUTED.
Priratc Charles Turner, enlisted August 9; executed December 28, '68.

DISCHARGED.

Captain Piatt Tims, See Biographical Sketch page 345

First Lieutenant Shubael A. Brooks, " " " " S6T

Sergeants, Eugene Sherwood, enlisted August 12; discharged November 1, '04.

Charles II. Lolheridge, August"; discharged May IT, '6.3.

Corporal Geonre W. Hall, enlisted August 12: discharged March 5, '61

Privates, Charles \V. Adams, enlisted August 9 ; discharged February, '63. Albert

Aylcsworrh, August. 12; discharged February "63. George W. Button, August 11

;

discharged June 6, '63. Chauncey W. Cobb. August 12: discharged April 13, *63.

Edward (
'. Granuis, Augnst 9 : discharged March 12. '61. Charles C. Hall, August 12:

discharged May 18, *63. RootTIubbell, August 11 ; discharged February '63. Sam-

eel Stiles, August 11 ; discharged Aprils, '64. William If. Wood, August 12; dis-

charged November 1, G3.

TRANSFERRED. '»

Sergeant, Charles J. Bi_--^, See Biographical Sketch, page 363

Corporal Adam D. Dye. enlisted August 12: transferred January IT, '<;4.

Privates, Asa Brazee, enlisted August 26, "64; transferred June 1, '63. Benjamin

F. Dalton, August 11; transferred August 1. '64. Marvin A. Frink, August 12;

transferred September 6, '63. Ebenezer McClintoek, August 12 : transferred Sep. 30,

'C5. EHJfichols, August 19; transferred March '64. William B.Sanders, January

8, *64; transferred June 1, "65. Jeremiah Tinker, August 11 ; transferred October

'C3. Lyman L. Talbert, August 12 ; transferred September 'ill. William 1). Talhert,

August 12; transferred April 10, '61. .John White, August 12; transferred June IT,

t>L John Mason, (colored cook) March 1, '64: transferred June 1,. '65. Charles H.

Mitchell, January S, '01; transferred June I, '65.

DESERTED.

Private, Delos Leonard, enlisted August 9; deserted January 11, '63.
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COMPANY D.

MEMBERS OF COMPANY AT MUSTER OUT, WITH DATE OF ENLISTMENT.

Captain Nelson W. Schermerhorn, See Biographical Sketch, page 337

First Lieutenant Edwin O. Gibson, " ki ,l " 359

Second Lieutenant Truman Smith, " " " " 373

First Sergeant John Carroll, enlisted August 9 ; appointed First Sergeant May 7,'C5.

Sergeants, Samuel J. Dnutou, enlisted August?; appointed Sergeant January 27, '03.

Joshua Beal, August 4; appointed Sergeant December 1, '03. Edward Evana,

August 7; appointed Sergeant March 1, '05.

Corporals, William E. Durfce, enlisted August 9 : appointed Corporal August 13, 'OS.

Eugene Brown, August 5; appointed Corporal August It, '63. Daniel Carey,

August 9; appointed Corporal August 11, '03. Edward II. Lewis, August 4

;

appointed Corporal December 21, 'OS. Elias J. Thomas, August 4 : appointed Cor-

poral November 1, '64. Andrew J. Carpenter, August 1 ; appointed Corporal May
1, '65.

Musician, Henry M. Loomis, enlisted August 2.

Privates, Tbaddeus J. Bisbee, enlisted August 2. George W. Burlingame, August

8. Henry D. Brigham, August 4: Daniel E. Bristol, August 4. Henry J. Crumb,

August 8. John P. Davis, August 7. Epuraim A. Drew, August 4. Wightman

Frskins. August 1. Henry S. Jerks. August 5. James IT. Lont. AnglistS. James

C. Lee, August 11. Henry A. Lasellc, August 1). James Montana, AngustT. Phillip

D. Macuinbcr, August 9, William M. Macumber, August 1. John Merritt, August 9.

Isaac Orlell. August 12. Jacob OdeU, Augusta Birdsell J. Owen, August 4. Ira

G. Powell, August 2, JaniesE. Stalker, August 9. Alvin W. Stearns, August 0.

Nathan J. Taylor, August 12. Avery Watson, Augiist 9. Albert Wescott, August S.

Henry Wheelhouse, August 9. Charles D. Henry, September I, '04.

KILLED OR DIED.

Captain Daniel C. Knowltou, See Biographical Sketch, page 315

Sergeants. Miles D. Chamberlain, enlisted August 9; killed June 14, '0:}. Norman

C. Humphrey, enlisted August 9; died June 7. '63, Joel C. Richmond, August

2; died November !5, C3.

Corporals. George Cramphin, enlisted August 8; killed September 19, "04. William

Spicer. August ''•
: died December 19, '04, of wounds. Lewis F. Jones, August 9 ;

killed June 1 J, '»'..">,

Musician. Truman Z. Wedge, enlisted August 9; died January 17, '01.

Privates, Henry D. Aver, enlisted August 7; killed June 14, '63. Andrew J.

Bailey, AngnstT; died August 2, '04. William XI. Bennett, August 2s; killed Sep-

tember 19, '04. George Collins, August 6; killed September 19,. '64. Patrick Dcv-

any, August 9 ; died September 19, '64, of wounds. Lyman S. Dunbar, August 4;

died September^), '64. John P. Finney, August 4; died July 25, '03. Lucius M.

Gifford, Aflgust 1, died September 20, '64. of wounds. Palmer B. Iloldridge,
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August 9; died December 16. William J. Jones, August 11; died September 10,

•63. William. I. Kinney, August 12: died September 12, 'G3. Philip W. Lont,

August 4 ; died September 12, '03. Martin B. Morse, August? ; died January 17, 'G4.

Alfred A. Morse, August 26, "03; died November 24, "»J4. of wounds. Edwin R.

Perry, August 8: died July 15, 'G& James R. Pangburn, August 9; died December

13, 'C3. William H. Roberta, August 5; died April 17, '(53, of wounds, llyron D.

Shipman, AugHst5; died March 20. '03. Charles J. Steeves, August 0; died Novem-

ber 2. '6V of wounds. James II. Story, August 7; died September 30, '04. William

C. Smith, August 9; died November 22, '63. Byron W. Smith, August ; died Jane

17, '03, of wounds. Mark R. Waldby, August 8 ; died September 30, '64, of wound*.

Lemuel Wattles, August 30, 'ill; died November 0, '04. G. G. W. Richardson,

August 7 ; died July 1, '63.

DISCHARGED.

First Lieutenant James E. Wedge, See Biograpical Sketch, page 369

Second Lieutenant Smith H. Case, " '* " " 378

First Sergeant, Joseph Reed, enlisted August 4; discharged March G,*'65. James

8. Stewart, August 1 ; discharged August 17, '03.

CorporaK William II. Ransom, enlisted August 9; discharged August 7, '63.

Alfred A. Richardson, August 4 ; discharged March 10. '04.

Privates, Charles Brown, enlisted August 2 ; discharged April 13, '65. Charles W.
Braase, August 2; dischargedMay 13, '65. Owen J. Edwards, August 4: discharged

November 23, '64. William R. Henry. August 10; discharged November 2, '63.

Thomas J. Hitchcock, August 7 ; discharged May », '05. Thomas E. Jones, August

7; discharged December 24, '62. Benjamin F. Lawton. August 7; discharged May 2*,

'03. Horatio E. L»*f\ch, August 3; discharged January 10, '64. Griff Morris, August

9; discharged September 22, '03. DennisonD. Palmer, August 7; discharged July

4, '03. Albert D. Richmond. August 2; discharged April 1, '64. Parker E. Stowell,

August 11 ; discharged February 1, 'G4. Otis P. Snyder, August 0; discharged May
53, '03. James O. Taylor, August 9 ; discharged, date unknown. William N. Wil-

liamson, August 0; discharged May 13, 'Co.

TRANSFERRED.
Captain H-nry B. Morse, See Biographical Sketch, page 315

Captain Willie H. Rexford, " " " " 349

First Lieutenant William IL Longwell, •• " " " 339

Sergeant Albert Brown, enlisted August 5; transferred September 30, '03.

Privates. Isaac Ballon, enlisted August 2 ; transferred June 1. '65. John Collins,

February 2, '03; transferred June I, v.-,. Aaron Christie, February 2. '65; transferred

June 1. '65. Edwin B. (Milord, August 7; transferred May 19,?64. CalebP. Hamlin,

August ; transferred September 23, "63. John E. .Tom--, August 4; transferred

Septomb -r I, V,:). Joseph Montana, January 1, '64; transferred June 1, v.. Alvah

II. Ow •:, August 9; transferred September 1, 'C3. William Titley, August 9; trans.

ferred April 23, '04. George Wagner, October 6, 04 ; transferred Jnv.c 1, "05.

I
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DESERTED.

Privates, Myron D. Peavy, enlisted August 0; deserted November 5, '62. Danie>

W. Salisbury, August i; deserted Decern berl, 'G3. William Smith. February 2, 'C5 ;

deserted April 21, '05. George Towsley, August 1 ; deserted December 13, '64.

COMPANY E.

MEMBERS OF COMPANY AT MUSTEK OUT, WITH DATE OF ENLISTMENT.

Captain Elia9 P. PcHct, See Biographical Sketch, page 33$

First Lieutenant John C. Stoughton, ki " •' ik
SCO

First Seigcant Jeduthan P. Kendall, enlisted August 13 ; appointed First Sergeant

April 1, "Go.

Sergeants, Austin D. Cable. July 31 ; appointed Sergeant June 1, '63. Moses E. Del-

amater, August 9; appointed Sergeant November 1, '64. William L. Laman,

August 21; appointed Sergeant February 1, 'Go. Henry Andrews, August 13;

appointed Sergeant April 1, 'Co.

Corporals, Christopher Grant, enlisted August 9; appointed Corporal Jane 1, X3,

Charles M. Pittsley, August 2; 'appointed Corporal November 1, '04. Charles B.

Davis, August 13; appointed Corporal December 1, 'Gi. George O. Fitch, August

C ; appointed Corporal March 1, 'G5. Zenas Tarbell, August 12 ; appointed Corpo-

ral April 1, 'tia, William McNeil, September 1G, 'G4; appointed Corporal April

1, Co.

Privates, Ezra C.Adams, August 13. William A. Bolt, August 11. George W.
Bordutha, August 9. George N. Chappel, August 9. Edmond L. Carter, August 7.

Theodore J. Cable, July -25. Henri' Davis, August 11. James Dennis, August 9.

James W. Gillmore, Augu-t 0. Lewis Handy, August 11. Sophronus Hinma-rv,

August 11. Isaac B. Jones, August G. George W. Jones, August 11. Richard Mar-

vin, August!. William Marvin, August 12. Duncan McKellar, August <). David

McBirney, August 9. Francis M. Mead, August 11. Andrew IT. Nichols, Augusta
Edwin C. Reed. August 11. Peter Rogers, August G. Handford D. Rowe, Angnst

12. Jesse Rockwell, August 13. Edwin E. Salisbury, August S. Albert Salisbury,

September 10, 'u-t. John W. Sutli ft™, September 11. Emory A Williams, September

11. Artemu- J. \\V./>>, September 1!. William IT. White, September 11. Reed

Yaple, September 11.

KILLED OK DIED.

Second Lieutenant George (t. Donnelly, See Biographical Sketch, page 377

First Sergeant Jo! ti
'•','. Toombs, enli »tcd August '.>; died October 1G,

!
Gi, of wound*.

Sergeant Wiiliai i W. Johnsou, enlisted July 31 ; killed October 19, '64.

Corporals, William !?. Oorbett. enlisted August 11; killed September 19, '04. Calvin

1>. Weld, August 9; diud October 11. '01, of wounds.
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Privates. Albert Teachout, August 12; died September '6?. Martin B. Skillman,,

August 12; died January 2, '03. Otis G. Banks. Aagust 11; died March C, '63.

•Cfearles R. Bump, August 4; died January 27, 'G3. Lewis O.Robbms, August 11; died

April 11, '03. Robert Wedge, August 11 ; died July 28, '63. Henry W. Nutter, August

6; died September 24, '63. John Campbell, August 8; died October 2G, 'Co. Andrew

P. Aylesworth, August 11 ; died November 3, "03. John Starkweather, August 9;

Tiled September '63. Andrew J. Sawyer, August 11 ; died April 28, 'CI. Joseph L.

Smith, August G; died May G, '04, of wounds. Daniel W. "Pettis, August 11; died

September 13, '04. William M. Horton, August S : killed September 10, '04. Francis

McNeil, August 11; died October 10, '64, of wounds. Frank M. Skillman, August

12; died October 7. 'CI of wounds. William A. Fuller, August 12; killed October

13,
,
04. Hector S. Vandcnburgh, August 11 ; died June 10, '03.

DISCHARGED.

Captain Ransom Macdonald, See Biograpical Sketch, page 350

First Lieutenant Nicholas A. Dederer, " " " " 347

First Lieutenaut Uriah Rorapaugh, " " " " 345

Sergeants, John C. Reynolds, enlisted August 5 ; discharged June 28, '03. Ephriam

Bette, August 11 ; discharged February 1, "04. William J. Rogers, August, G;

discharged May IS, '04.

Corporals, George W. Palmer, enlisted August 13; discharged July 2, '03. Seymour

C. Horton, August ; discharged August 23. '03. Daniel A. Tremaine, August 13,

discharged November 12. '01.

Privates, Wilberibrce L. Pike, enlisted August 11; discharged December 15.

-James S. Ireland, August 13; discharged June 14, '03. Horatio K. Mosher,

' August 7 ; discharged June 27, 'G3. Chester P. Tryon, August 13; discharged

August '2-2, '03; Russell A. Johnson, August 13: discharged August 22,

C3. William II. Trims, August 2 ; discharged August 21, "03. Aaron II. Seward,

August 12 ; discharged August 7, '63. Charles E. Potter, August G; discharged

August 22, 'C3. Truman S. Wedge, August 8 : discharged October 2, 'G3, Benjamin

F. Pitteley, August 2; discharged September 1, '03. Chauucey Simmons, August

11 ; discharged September 1Q,
#,
G8. Charles A. Johnson. August J3 ; discharged

March 9 '04. Andy Kinnier, August 5; discharged March 5, '03. Jack Chidoster.

August 11; discharged August 10. '03. Carrol Post, August 11 ; discharged August

26, '04. Lewis G. Mpshcr, Jan. 23, '01 ; discharged November 4, '04. William Mar-

vin, August 7, discharged Jaunary 9, '05. Edward Post, August 11 ; discharged

April 4, 'C5. Sidney A. Dclamater, August 9; discharged Ms/ 13, '05. William H.

Spencer, September 12, '04; discharged May 18, '05. William W. Newby, August 11,

discharged May 22. '05. Charles R. Ha/ward, August 9; discharged May 14, '05.

TRANSFERRED.

Corpora!:-, George Willjamp, enlisted August 11 ; transferred, date unknown. Preston

It. Ttck, August C; transferred, date unknown.
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Private?, Mose3 Tattle, enlisted August It ; transferred date unknown. Delos Rowe,

August 12; transferred date unknown. Joseph Skillman, August 12 ; transferrer!-

date unknown. James H. Knickerbocker, August 11 ;
transierred June IT, '64.

Horace J. Wood, August 11 ; transferred June 7, '04. Benjamin E. Randolph, Au-

gust 9 ; transferred June IT, '04. Henry Keach, December 21, '03 ; transferred Jnne 2.

'*5. William Rogers, June IS, '04; transferred June 2, '65. Gilbert Rogers. June

9, 'C4 ; transferred June 2, '05.

DESERTED.

Privates, Smith Barnes, enlisted August 11; deserted October 10, '02. Albert

Rogers, December 30, '03 deserted April 21;, '04. [It is dne to this man to say that he

fell out on the march on the Red River Campaign—and it is supposed that he die*

frorn fatigue.]

COMPANY F.

MEMBERS OF COMPANY AT MUSTEK OUT, WITH DATE OF ENLISTMENT,

Captain James F. Fitts, See Biographical Sketch, page f&&

First Lieutenant Jerrie P. Attis,
** w " " 3S1

Second Lieutenant Cyrus J. Hardaway, " " •' ** £73

First Sergeant William F. Allen, enlisted August 13 ; appointed First Sergeant Sep-

tember 20, '64.

Sergeants, Charles L. Williams, enlisted August 12; appointed Sergeant June It,

'03. Charles D. Hooker, August 12; appointed Sergeant December 1, '01. Jame*
S. Williams. August 3; appointed December 1, '04. Charles A. Thomas, August

9; appointed Sergeant May 1, '05.

Corporals, John Spurr, August 12; appointed Corpora! April 2T, 'Of. Charles V. Hall.

August 12 ; appointed Corporal October IT, '64. Christopher W. Potter. August 9 ;

appointed Corporal October 19. '04. George J. Matteson, August 12; appointed-

Corporal January 1. '03. John W. Bell, August 13; appointed Corporal May 1, '05.

Privates, James T. Avery, August 31, '«'. William A. Avery, September 1, 'frl.

Alfred N. Aidrich. August 31, "0-1. George A. Beach, August 13. Matthew L. Car-

penter, August 12. Albert B. Colburn, August 12. Adin Dcmming, August 12.

Lewi* 1. Eddy, August 12. Andrew J. Eldred, August 12. Adieus Ellis, August 12.

Horace Eddy. August 12. Charles Fairchilds, August 12. George Fontaih, August.

12. Albert D. Fuller, August 12. Smith Hill, August 9. Henry ML. Holt, August 31,

'01. Cornelius O. King, August 13. Charles M. Morenas- August 12. Lafayetta

Morrnr.."', September 4, '041 William "Mann, August 12. Sidney T. Merrill, August

13. Charles J. Pratt, August fl. Caleb S, Page. August 13. Charles A. Peck, August

1, '04. Varuer G. Root, August 9. Charles B. Teat, August is. Nathan Tcfit, Au-

gust 1 ?. Anson E. Webb, August 18. Charles T. White, August 12.
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KILLED OK DIED.

Firat Lieutenant William D. Thurbur, See Biographical Sketch, page S63

First Serjeant Stephen' Weaver, enlisted August 7: died September 20, '64. of

wound?.

Sergeants, John C. Tallman, enlisted August 4 ; killed June 14, '63. William W,
Wakely, August 2; killed October 19, '64; Eugene MJ Utley, August ll ; died

October 27, '04, of wounds.

Corporals Clinton, II. Medbnry, enlisted August 9; died June 25, *G3 of wounds.

George R. Miller, August G ; killed September 39, '64. David W. Putnam, August

9 ; died June 17, 'C3 of wounds. Lewis E. Tew. August 2 ; killed October 19, '64.

Privates, Elijah J. Andrews, enlisted August 7, died June 13, '63. Russell P.

Baker, August 7; died June IS, 'G4 Chester L. Buchanan, August 26, 'G4; died

February S; 'Co. George W. Champlain, August 11; died December 19. John A.

Cleveland, August 7; died June ,1 'GO. William n. Dunham, August 6, '04; died

October 29, *64, of wounds. Norman Fenton, August 7 : died Jnne 10, "G3. Alfred

Davis, August 7; killed September 19, T4. Hiram Gilbert, August G; died June

10, '63. Joseph Gilbert. August 11; died July !2, 'G3. Robert. E. Gritman, August

It ; died Oct. 30, "64, of wounds. Jacob H. Haveley, August 11 ; died June 15, '63 of

wounds. Jarvis Howard, August?; died August 1, '64. George W. Roberts, August

•?; killed June 14, 'G3, Scth C. Sisson, August 3; died June 15, '64, of wounds.

Albert D. Smith, August 8; died June 14, '63. Angel P. Stead, August7; died

August,31, 'G3 ; Charles L. Smith. August 9; died November 15. '63. Roswell F.

Thayer, August 7 ; died September 6, '63. Oscar M. Nichols, August 4 ; died March

10, '63.

DISCHARGED.
*

Captain Charles II. Cohvell, Sec Biographical Sketch, page 343

First Lieutenant Adrian Foote, " " " " 324

Second Lieutenant John F. Bwll, " " " ''377

Sergeant Charles L. Brown, " " » " Sol

Sergeant, J:»mes F. Simmons, enlisted August 9 ; discharged February 12, "G3.

Frivates, James T. Avery enlisted August 8; discharged July 17, "03. Charles II.

Bryant, Angust 7 ; discharged December £9. '64. Elijah N. Colburn, January 4, '64
;

discharged May 13, '65, George W. Crumb, August 9; discharged May 22, '65.

Daniel Davis, August 6; discharged September 8. Amenzo Ellis August 7; dis-

charged May 22, '65. Jeremiah 1>. Fuller August 8: discharged February 4, 'G3.

Frank Pi-Field, August 5; discharged May 6, "64. Ambrose Green' August 7; dis-

charged May 9' 63. James Ilaight, August 22, '04; discharged May 22, '63. Fred H.

IJdnecke, August 11 • discharged May 22, '65. Miles Ireland, August 9; discharged

April 27, "C:). Truman G. Ketchum, Augusts; discharged August ^7, '6:-. James K.

ITarvin, August 4; discharged May 13, '63. Joseph W, Mill :•, August 2; dischaged

January 1 1, 'CZ. William II. Mumbalo , August 9; discharged September J', Ci.

John L. Marvin, July 30; discharged April 20, 'C4. Solomon Petit, August 5; dis-
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charged December 29. Smith 15. Rowland, August 7; discharged May 27. 'G3. El-

bert F. Smith, August 6; discharged February 19, '01. Lorenzo S Shaw, August 7 ;

discharged August 19, '£4. Nelson A. Thayer, August C ; discharged February 14,

*03. Austin White, August 11 ; discharged November 19, '03. Franklin Wilcox,

August 12: discharged May 19, '65. William D. Knapp, August 11 ; discharged 'C4.

TRANSFERRED.
Corporals, Charles F. Pratt, enlisted August 7; transferred September 30, 'CO. Mal-

colm G. Dei?/, August 7; transferred May 31, 'C4. Isaac Weaver, July 13/04;

transferred June2, '05.

Musician Dudley W. Young, enlisted August G ; transferred September 30,
r
G3.

Privates, Erasmus D. Babcock, enlisted Aug 7; transferred Mayl, '01. Charles

II. Bowen, August 9 ; transferred May 1, "04. Abram Chappel, August ; transferred

May SI, '04. Levi M. Carpenter, June 4. "65
; transferred June 2, 'G5 Charles Clark,

Augusts. '04; transferred June 2, '05. David II. Van Dusen, June 4, '04
; transferred

June 2, \'C\ Freeiand P. Frecley, August-C; transferred May 31, '64. Edwin Fair-

child, July 12, '04; transferred June 2. Go. Charles Isbell, August G; transferred

September 30, '03. Linsey I.-. Shipman,. August 1 ; transferred September 30, '03.

Charles W. Smith, July 30; transferred September 30, '03. George B. Throop, «

August ?; transferred April 22, '04. Edgar Waters, August 7; transferred Septem-

ber 30, '03. Joseph Wisebcck, June 4, 'G4; transferred June 2, 'Go.

DESERTED.
Private Henry Bidwell. enlisted August 7; deserted September 6, '02.

COMPANY G.

k'ESnXRllS OF COMPANY AT MUSTER OIT, WITH DATE OF ENLISTMENT.

Captain CharlesW. Underbill, Seo Biographical Sketch, page 342

Firet Lieutenant Charles L. Brown, ,l " " " 3CI

First Sergeant Daniel W. Kinney, unlisted August 8; appointed First Sergeant Sep-

tember 19. '04.

Sergeants, Nathan Lampson, July 28: appointed Sergeant September 19, \64. Wit-

' liara Potter, August G: appointed Sergeant December 21, '0t. Burtcn Brown,

August 2; appointed Sergeant April -1. 'Co.

Corporals, Colson Shepuardson, enlisted July 2G; appointed Corporal June 14, '63.

J. Wesley Morgan* August 4; appointed Corporal June 14, '03. William G. Lurch,

August 7; appointed Corporal December 11, 'G3. Albert E. Butler, August 2 ;

appointed Sergeant September 19, 'C4. George F. Loomis, August C; appointed

Corpora] Decembers!, CI. Ira J. Burleson, August 2; appointed Corporal April

i, MS.

Musician Amnsa A. Wright, August >.

Privates; DeiuoT. Alderman, August?. John II. Barrett, August 4, Simeon D.

Baldwin, August S. Francis M. Beebe, July 31. Samuel J. Bennett, August 13»
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M. Jerome Blakeraan, August 7; Frank Brooks,"August 1 ; John F. Brand, August 4.

Holland T. Brown. August 4. Herbert A. Cheesbro. August 13. William W. Coakley,

July 28. James R Collier, Augusts. James Dunn, August 4. Wallace P. Elphic,

August 12. Peter Flynn. August 17. Uri Gates, August 4. George F. Gilbert,

August 11. William H. Hardenbnrg. August 4. George W. Hayes, July 24. Palmer

Hinman, August 2. Michael Horrigan, August 12. Elbridge Lamunnion, July 29.

Daniel C. Loomis, August 9. J. Wallace Lord. August iS. Charles Moure, August

4. Asa Parker, August 4. George Root, August 7. Francis M. Sanders, August 12.

Nelson Short, August 10, '04. Charles II. Stone, August 13. George W. Tyler,

August 3. James C. Waters, Angnst 5. Charles H. Watson. August 4. Patrick

Welch, August 4. William Welch, July 29. Edward Wholihan, August G. John

Wholihan, August 4.

KILLED OR DIED.

Captain Charles E. Tucker, See Biographical Sketch, page 353

First Sergeant Albert A. Nichols, enlisted July 22 ; died January 7, '6?.

First Sergeant, Henry P. Corbln. enlisted July 22; killed June 14, *G3.

First Sergeant Charles F. Sunney, enlisted July 29; killed September 19, '64.

Sergeant George W. Dunbam, enlisted July 2S; died December 12, 'C3.

Corporals, Andrew J. Sawdy. enlisted July 30: died July C, '63, of wounds. Albert

J, Holmes, July 31 ; died October 2, '04, of wounds. Isaac W. Haling, August 8;

died July IT, 'C3. of wounds.

Matthew R. Burdick August 4; died June 21, '03. James Cahalan, August 7j

billed September 19, '64. Henry Cheesbro, August 11; died September 10, '63.

Albert Cheesbro, August 0; died August il, "03. Philander Davis. August £9; died

June 8, '03. Harlow M. Dodge, August 12; died April 5, 'u3. Lucien N. Fullibrd,

August 8; died June 14, '03, of wound.-. Ransom J. Fnllford, August 12; dieel

December 3. Albert Morse, August 14; died September 1, '> 3. Fennimore Short,

August 10, 'G4, killed September 10, '04. Charles E. Thompson, August 1; kilted

September 19, ^4. LeRoy B. Woods, July 25; died July 4, '03, of wounds. Gala-

sha A. York, August 12 ; died May 20, 'G3.

DISCHARGED.

Second Lieutenant Jerri e P. AH is. See Biographical Sketch, page 3CI

Sergeants. James Murphy, enlisted August 4 ; discharged, date unknown. Charle*

W. Rhodes, August 1; discharged April 1, '05. Hanison Brand, August 7 ; dis-

charged December 12, '03.

Corporal William N. Davis, enlisted August 7; discharged JulyS, 'G3.

Musician, M. Jerome Murphy, enlisted August 4; discharged December 1.

Privates, Alberts. Bates, enlisted July £G ; discharged June G, 'G3. James W.
Babeock, Ai re<l I" bru iry. 53. George Babcdck, August 1"; dis-

charged September "0. "63.. Judson L. Crandall, July 12; dischargedAugust 22, '^3.

Ray G. Clark, AugUfct It; discharged March S 'C4. George Davy, July 22; din-

charged May 18, 'G5. Jonathan J. French, August 4 ; discharged May 22, 'G5. Albert
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Fisk, August 32; discharged April 15, 'C5. Warren H. Howard, July 4; discharged

May 20, 'Co. Otis Kinney, July 24 ; discharged August G, '03. Richard lairs, August

ft; discharged August 6, '63. Garrett S. Elaine, August 4; discharged August 16, 'S3.

William S. Short, August 10, '64; discharged March 4, '65. Theodore S. Smith, August

11 ; discharged May IS, '63. Stephen Tuttle, July 26 ; discharged November 20, '68.

LaFayette Webb, August 12 ; discharged March 22, '64.

TRANSFERRED.
First Lieutenant Homer W. Searle, See Biographical Sketch, page Si*

8ergeant Porter H. Babcock. enlisted August 30 ; transferred October 5, '64.

Privates, DeElbert W. Babcock, enlisted August 4; transferred March 13, '€5.

Samuel B. Brand, August 8; transferred June 4, '64. Augustus P. Clarke, Augusts;

transferred September 4, '62. Duane L. Clarke, August 8; transferred April 6, '64.

Lucius A. Crandall. January 21, '64 ; transferred June 1, 'Co. Dorr H. Maine. Augnrt

12; transferred September 1, '63. Daniel W. Nilcs, August S; transferred January

4, '64. Elijah St. John, August 13 ; transferred September4, HY2. EdwardH. VidleM,

August 4; transferred January 23, '63. Thomas H. Webb, August 12; transferred

July 23, '64.

DESERTED.

Private Samuel Bell field, enlisted August 13; deserted January '64.

COMPANY H.

MEMBERS OF COMPANY AT MUSTER OUT, WITH DATE OP EXLISTMEKT.

Captain Uriah Rorapaugn, See Biographical Sketch, page 331

First Lieutenant Theodore Evans, " " 4» " &$%
first Sergeant Charles Hemmingway, enlisted August 16 ; appointed Firet Sergeant

May 1, '65.

Sergeants, Alonzo B. Merchant, enlisted August 12; appointed Sergeant October 13,

*64. Thomas H. Warton, August 13; appointed Sergeant December 24, '04. Oi'rt

D. W. Brown, August 9 ; appointed Sergeant May 1, "K5. Wheaton J. Race, Auguai
14; appointed Sergeant May 1, '05.

Corporals, Albert N. Wheelock, enlisted August 11 ; appointed Corporal Augnstll.

Madison J. Gillett, August 14; appointed Corporal September I, 'C3. Merviiie JZ.

Harrington, August 9; appointed Corporal December 24, '64. Wallace F. Potter,

August 11; appointed Corporal December 24, '64. Timothy Corbin, August ft;

appointed Corporal December 54, '04. Conaut Fosbury, August 11; appoints*
Corporal May I, '65. Morrell Smith, August 9: Appointed Corporal May 1, '63.

Henry H. Merrill, August 12; appointed Corporal May i, '63.

Privates, Benjamin Allen, August 19. George Aylesworth, August 11. Edwin Tt

Aldrich. Au gust IS. Adelbert S, Ackley, Septembers, *Ci. Juiiua Beckwith, Angn.4

«. Eiastue Baker, September 3, '64. Charles W. Brocks, August 14. James Cro-
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Asa, Septembers, '64. David S. Dort, August 11. Edward D. Evans, August 81,

ISA. Adoniram J. Hamlin, August 11. Henry B. Hoyt, August 11. Benjamin B,

Jacia, August 13. Thomas McCue, August 9. George H. Mead, August 11. Chariea

H. Myer?, August 12. George A. Phelps, August 12. Jay W. Eigby, August 0.

Jajnea Sandall, August 12. John C. Sayles, Jr.. August 12. Dennis B. Sheliey,

August 13. Orvlile L. Stillman, August 6, '64. George W. Stearnes, August 9.

John H. Stearnes, August 9. Aaron W. Strong, August 11. Welcome E. Siillman,

Aogrut C. Grigg3 A. Taylor, August 9. Jacob Voltz, August 13. Charles J. York,

August 9.
t

KILLED Oil DIED.

First Lieutenant Edward E. Breed, See Biographical Sketch, page 370

First Sergeant Orlando J. Aylesworth, enlisted August 11 ; died October 4, '64, of

wounds.

Sergeant Henry D. Mason, enlisted August 13 ; killed October 19, '64.

Corporals, Abel R. Corbin, enlisted August 12; died Jane 2, '03. Andrew J. Groat,

August 11; died June IS, '63. Charles F. Greene, August 13; killed October 19,'

tL
Privates, Angus S. Arnold, enlisted August 12 ; killed October 19, '64. Delos Bur-

itck, August 9; died September 13, '63. Delos Brown, July 29; died September

14, Xi. Isaac II. Brewster, August 11 ; died August 21, '63. George Cannon, August

6; died '03. Oscar M. Cory, August 13; died November 11, 'G4. of wounds. Thomns
l>olan, August 14 ; died December 28. Simeon Eckerson, August 12 ; died March 0,

'41 Isaac M. Fuller, August 12 ; died April 25, '63, Benjamin F. Hamlin, Augu3i

12; died Juno 29, '63, James Hill, August 13; killed April 12, '63. James A.

JHarcy, August 9 ; died December 29, '63. Hiram Muuson, August 12 ; died Decem-

ber S3, '63. Fatrick Mullen, August 11 ; died November 1, '6-1, of wounds. George

. Nash, August 9 ; died July 30, '63. Nathan W. Stecre, August 14 ; died June 12,

•34. Ai Stillman, August5; died October 9, '03. Daniel Sterns, January 4, '64

;

#«4 July 22, "64. Densmore Sanders, August 13; died July 22. '63. Jerome Stork
%

Angtiat 11; died July 1, '63. Lorenzo Thompson, August 14; died July 10, '63«

fleth D. Thompson, August 7; died '63. Rial Thompson, August 12; died Novem-
ber 25, '64 of wounds. James I. Wooley, August 9 ; died April IS, '63. William A.

ffillls, August 7 ; died March 12, '63. George J. Knowiton, August 9; died July 7,

•©of wounds.

DISCHARGED.
Captain Dyer D. Bullock, See Biographical Sketch, page XI
Captain Robert P. York, " " •» " 851

Second Lieutenant Edwin M. Osborne, iW :k " »• 377

First Sergeant Wellington II. Lines, enlisted August 12 ; discharged May 82, 'oo.

Charles E. Stratton, August li; discharged December 1"). Abial J. Williams,

Auguat 8; discharged July 2, '6?.
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Corporals, John R. Norris, enlisted August 1 ; discharged May 12, '65. Harmon E.

Reed, August 13 ; discharged December 4.

Prlvatc3, Philip J. Arnold, enlisted August 9 ; discharged February 27, 'G3. Wil-

liam T. Bardett, August 12; discharged May IT, '03. Carpenter Bennett, Jana*ry 4»

£i; d : 3Charjod May 17, '63. Ransom A. Bartholomew, August 12; discharged Jaiy

24, 'C3. Chester Corbin, August 8 ; discharged January 27, '03. Robinson J. Cooley,

August 12; discharged December 3. Waterman W. Lull, August 12; discharged

September 21, T,3. Francis M. Muney, August 9; discharged '03. George Rogers,

August 11 ; discharged September 10. "03, George Thompson, August 9 ; discharged

May 10, 'c3. Lewis Thompson, August 14 ; discharged May 17, '03. Well* €L

Wright, August 9; discharged '63. Warrea K. Welch, August 11; discharged May
tt» *Co. Andrew E. Gager, August 9; discharged June 11, '63.

TRANSFERRED.
Sergeant Luke C. Burdick, enlisted August 12 ; transferred September 2), 'C?.

Wagoner, George Teed, enlisted August 12; transferred December 1, '64.

Privates, Sherington Bache, enlisted August 12; transferred April 10, '04. Henry

S. Clarke, .August 13; transferred April 10, 'G4. William H. Gardiner, August 9;

fransferrcd unknown. William H. Erlgerton, August 13; transferred September 2l\

*9L Isaac Hamilton, August 11 ; transferred July 1, 'C3. Willis B. Landon, August

12; transferred April 10, 'C4. Ezra L. Manning, August 14 ; transferred March 23,

*65. Dwight F. Taylor, August 11; transferred April 10, 'Gl. Charles L. Evana,

AngU3tl4; transferred Juue 1, 'Go. Tony Jones, (colored cook) September 1, '6&;

transferred June I, 'Co.

DESERTED.
fttTate Charles J. Kellogg, enlisted August 9; deserted August 17, '64.

r

COMPANY I.

KJKMBEF.3 OF COMPANY AT MASTER OUT, WITH DATE OF ENLISTMENT.

Captain Uiram S. Wheeler, See Biographical Sketch, page 30
First Lieutei:enr Charles J. Biggs, " *' '* *• £Jl

First Sergeant Jerome F. Wheeler, enlisted August 4.

Sergeants, Cyrus R. Warner, enlisted August 4. John^Van Duscn, August t.

Frecmaa Stanton, August 11. Stephen D. Thompson, August 12.

Corporals, Edwin M. S Linton, August". Albert Dellow, August 12. Daniel Pres-

ton, Augu.-t 12. George II. Atkins, August 13. Ernest Johnson, August 11. S*n4-

ford W. Sherman, August 11,

Privates, A. M. Bail, September G. '04. George W. Brown, August G. Charles

Coaaon, August 7. Frauds M. Brown,
t
August G. Lyman Briggs, August 13.

Charle* M. Parrett, August 13. Charles II. Eabcock, August 4. Ilirara Croaa.
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August II. Kobert Cooper. August 11. Jackson Cooper, August 11. Amaziah C
Coats* August 11. Charle* M. Dodge, August 11. Charles Eaton, August 8. Jay B,

Faucett, August 11. Lamenzo Finch, August 11. Dwight Geer, August 15. Wells

G. Huddleston, August 12. Joseph Kiugsley, Augusts. Beriah B. Kingsley, August

12. William Lasurc, August 6. Albert E. Lord, August 8. Thomas McElroy,

August 11. Orrin A. Price, August 6. Adam S. Rickard, August 5. Niles Rey-

nolds, August 11. Henry S. Robbins, August II. George Sheff, August 4. Reubeo

8hermau, August 12. Jason Taylor, August 8. Benjamin Vaughn, August 9. Daniel

Webster, August 11. Josiah Woicott, August 13. William D. Warner, August 6.

KILLED OR DIED.

Sergeant William H. Calkins, enlisted August 11 : died August 16, '63.

Corporals, Alfred P. Sweet, enlisted August 9; died June 27. '63. Elisha O. Wit
marth, August 7 : killed April !'. '64.

Musicians, Dwight D. Eldridge, enlisted August 8; died December 17. Lysandtr

Butts, August 11 : died December IS, '64.

Privates, Alorzo Griggs, enlisted August 11; died October 4. Marshall Dutton,

August 9; died November 3. Charles II. Messinger, August 4; died December 1&

William Moore-, August 11 ; died December 19. Levi L. Wilcox, August 7 ; died June

«, 'C3. Henry B. Tyler, August 17 ; died May 14, 'C3. Thomas W. Wilcox, Auguet

•; died June 6, 'Gil. Joseph M. Swift, August 14; died June 6, "03. William H.

Benson, August 7; died May 27, '63. William S. Sipples, August 14; killed July 1,

H5S. Morrill Starges, August 4; died July. 2, '63 of wounds. Daniel L. Wells,

August 11 , died August 20, 'G3. David F. Porter. August 13 ; died September 8, '63.

Chartes L. Beckwith, August 12 ; died October 12, *G3. Liberty White, Auguet 13;

^led July 1/65; Adam Silvernail, August 11; died February 3, '64. James A.

Locke, August 8; killed April S, '04. George Luther, August 11 : drowned June 19,

*C4. Valentine Palmer. August 10; killed October 19, '64. John L. Rhodes, August

10 ; killed October 19, '64. Nathan Bobbins, Jauuary 5, '64 ; died July 28, '64. Noab

Preston, August 12 ; died December 25, '64. James McKee, Auguet 7 ; killed Octo-

ber 19, '64.

DISCHARGED.

First Sergeant Dennis Thompson, See Biographical Sketch, page £5$

Corporals, Elbert L. Widger enlisted August 6 ; discharged May 23, '65. John Q.

Perry. August 11 ; discharged May 30* *65.

Privates, Stephen Reynolds, enlisted Au -ust 11 ; di^char^cd January 24, '63-

Joseph KTnleck, Augu«t 7; discharged February 18, '63. Delos Finch, August IS;

discharged March 31, '63. Jerome W. Levisee. August 11 ; discharged April 6, "63.

Lemuel M. Lriggs, August 14; discharged April 9, '63. George W. Bemas, August

*;-.ittsefcarged April 30, '€3. Samuel Chi rcb. August 1 ; discharged March 23, 63.

Phtlaader Parki r. Aug. 6; dischai ;t?d Aug 6, *U3. Albert Richer, Aug. 11 : discharged

August 25, *63. Benjamin F. Reynolds, August 6; discharged September 23. '63.

Thomas B. Wells, August 11 ; discharged November 20, '63. Lorenzo llobbtus, At *
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gust 13; discharged February IS, '65. Asa H. Legg, August 4; discharged March Tr

MJS. Joel F. Bassett, August 8; discharged April 10, '65. Woodal Eastman, August

ll ; discharged April 10, '65. Frederick Pritchard, September 1, '64 ; discharged

Kay 20, '65. IlarTey Stearns, August 11 ; discharged May 14, ,C5. George W. Allen,

August 13 ; discharged May 23. '65. John Hilliard, August 12 ; discharged May 28, '63.

TRANSFERRED.
Captain James F. Thompson, See Biographical Sketch, page 32T

First Lieutenant Nelson W. Schcrmerhorc, ** li " •* 83T

Second Lieutenant Elias P. Pellet. " ik M *• 333

Corporal Justice Lewis, enlisted December 15, "6-1; transferred June 1, '65.

Privates, Henry Teakey, enlisted August 13: transferred Septemher 5, '63. Wil-

liam W. Fargo, August 11; transierred June 1, '63. Franklin Brown, August 14

;

transferred October 20, '03.

DESERTED.

Private*, Bimmiel Robbins, enlisted August 12 ; deserted October 19. Charles

Shaver, August 13; deserted June 2, '63. Albert Stearns, August 11 ; deserted July

II, '64. Edward M. Slawson, November 1, '63 ; deserted July 16, '64. Anthony

Bailey, (colored cook) January 1. '64; July 2, '64.

COMPANY K.

MEMBERS OF COMPANY AT MUSTER OUT, WITH DATE OF EXLI3TMBNT.

Captain Homer W. Searle, See Biographical Sketch, page 344

First Lieutenant Elijah St. John, ** " " " 363

Second Lieutenant Robert N. Eddy, " " " " 37*

First Sergeant S. Delevan House, enlisted August 15; appointed First Sergeant

February 5, '65.

Sergeants, Luzerne A. Ticknor, August 12. William C. Horton, August 9. Daniel

W. Sims, August 11; appointed Sergeant January 22, '64. George C. Billing*,.

August 11 ; appointed Sergeant April 30, '64.

Corporals. Henry G. Dixon, enlisted Augusts; appointed Corporal December 1, '63.

William E. Mann, August 11. James O'Brien, August 8; appointed Corporal Sep-

tember 19, '61. Stephen Barber, August 9; appointed Corporal September 19, 'b4.

Musician.-, Oscar F. Smith, August 11. Samuel C. Butts, August 11.

Privates, John Cadogaa, Jr.. August 8. Isaac n. Clark, August 13. Henry C.

Combs, August 13. Chauncey J. Cook, August 7. Sidney Corkins, Auj»nst6. J~i

IT. Harris; August 11. Spencer E. Davis?, August 12. William Dwyer, August 13.

Patrick Farley, August 12. Horace XL Graham, August 15. George P. Haight*

August ll. OreemusD. Hill, August U. Willard M. Hudson, August S. Thoma*

Kearney, August 11. Lewis S. Loomis, August 8. Charles K. Myera, Augnst 13.
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Lewis Nonrse, August 12. John H. Preston, August 8. Cyrenus A. Roger?, August
12. Eugene Saniee, August 13. Perry Tibbetts, August 5. William Tuttle, August
11. Thomas Walker, August 12. Newell B. Webber, August 8. Reuben D. Wright,

August 13. Enoa Cook, August 6, '64.

KILLED OR DIED.

Corporals, James F. Loomis, enlisted August 9; died July 23, '63. Lucien F. Barn-

ard, August 11 ; killed April 9, '64.

Privates, Robert R. Bentley, enlisted August 11 ; died July 3, '63. Harvey Clark,

August.11; died September 10, '63. Edward Cook, August 11; died May 29, '63.

Edwin R. Combs, August 1!. killed October 19, '64. James M. Combs, August 1L

died March 9, '63. Electus P. Dean, August 11; died March 7, '63. Harvey Daley,

August 8; died March 22, "03. Charles S. Dodge, August 6 ; died November 7, trl.

Jamee Farrell, August 12; died September £4, '63. George C Gault. August 13;

tied July 30, '63. George E. Gillson, August 11 ; died September S. '63. Henry A,

Glfford, Angust 8; died September 29, '03. Charles N. Gorton, August 6, '64; died

December 2, 'C4. Stephen nungerford, Angnst 15^; died '03. Seth C. Johneen,

August 9; died October 17, '63. Charles Knight, August 7; died December 21, T>3.

Jo*eph J. McCullough, August 12; died September 20, '64, of wounds. John F.

Madge, August 4; died February 1G, '64. Charles B. Needham, August 13; died Jnlj

16, '63. Herbert: M. Newton, Angust 11 ; died Angust 29, '63. Abel P. Pangburn,

August 8 ; killed September 10, "04. William L. Partello, August 11 ; died May 31,

*63. Urial D. Perry, August 9; died May 20, '63. William H. II. Rathbone, August

11 ; died June 1. '63. William E. Savage, August 8 ; died October 27, '6 1, of wonnds,

Christopher C. Spencer, May 10; killed September 19, '64. Theron L. Vincent,

August 4 ; died July 21, '63. Joseph A. Wallace, August 11 ; died September SO, 'C4,

of wounds.

DISCHARGED.

Captain Seneca Lake, See Biographical Sketch, page 358

First Lieutenant Daniel C. Knowlton, " " " M 2*5

Second Lieutenant Erastus S. Carpenter, ** " " " 37$

Corporal Adelbert F. Coope, .
" " " ** 399

CorporalR, John B. Goodsell, enlisted August 8; discharged April 13, '05. William

R. Colwell, August 11 ; discharged April 3, '63. Nason II. Haight, August 8 ; dis-

charged February 1, '04. Owen O'Connor. Angust 8 ; discharged Atlgu$t 15, '64.

Privates, William P. Albce, enlisted August 12; discharged January 2, 'Gt. Wil-

liam Blancbard. Anguat 12 ; discharged July 2, '63. William IT. Broadfield, Angart

16 ; discharged March 8, '64. Henry A. Evarts, August 7; discharged '02. Myron

Howard, August 11 ; discharged July 2, '03. Franklin Hammond, August S; di**

Charged March S, '03. Ansel D. Hopkins, August 5; discharged March 31, VA
ThnrlowC. Irons, August 4; discharged '63, William H. Kinning, August 12; dt*-
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charged September 10, 'G3. Daniel N. Nichols, Augusts; discharged March 12, TO.

Orlow Z. Nourse, Ansmst 11; discharged February 29, '04. Clinton K. Noure*,

August 11 ; dischrrgjd May IS, "C5. Oliver M. Slocnm, August S; discharged Octo-

ber 17, 'C3. Frank VTyman, August 12; discharged r
S3. Samuel A. Wheeler,

August 7; discharged April 23, '64.

TRANSFERRED.

First Sergeant Edward E. Hunt, enlisted August 8; transferred February 5, '65,

8ergeant David M. Jones, enlisted August 9; transferred April 30, 'C4.

Privates, Charles J. Abbot, enlisted August 3; transferred March 1, '64, Lorenzo

M. Bronson, August 11; transferred May *6i. Joseph H. Clark, August 13; trans-

ferred June 11, '61. William E. Kingsley, August 12; transferred June 4, '64.

William C. Reddy, August C ; transferred April 11, "64. Lewis L. Weed, August 4;

transferred July 1, '63. Giles Woodin. August S; transferred April 30, '64. John R.

Watts, August 13; transferred April 30, '04. Nathaniel G. Foote, February 22, *64;

transferred May 31, '05.

DESERTERS.

Privates, Robert R. Allen, enlisted August 11 ; deserted November 4, '62. James

Wilson, August 11 ; deserted October 31, '64. Alfred Marsh (colored cook) February

25, "64 ; deserted March 15, ^4.





CHENANGO'S GREETING.

Kajwr B. P. Pxixst :

Dtar Sir:—Having written the following lines commemorative, though !n *a

ix£iait«iiinal part, of the services of the gallant One Hundred and FcKuieejifli

Kagiment, I hand them to you for auch disposition a.3 you think their merit*, If any,

warrant. I would respectfully dedicate the eaine to the sumrow of paid Eegim«flt

Very Respectfully Yours,

Hfcarsrroa, February 6, 1S6C. K. EL B3TXTOK.

The hills end the vales of Chenango resound,

With echoes of plaudit3, and welcomes expressed ;

Her sons are returned, and with victory crowned

;

Siug anthems of praise—from their conflict they rest.

As the dark cloud of war waxed wroth in the sky,

And freedom for man, was by slav'ry menaced.

True hearts and stout arms down the valley did fly,

To strike the foul tyrant and foe—whom they faced.

The Chief of a Nation its peril beheld,

And beckoned to legions of freemen, and brave;

The signal was answered—and treason compelled

To feed on its venom, and make its own grave.

Where battle waged fiercest, aud deadliest the strife,

From the shores of dark Sabine, to climes further uorth,

Thefoot-printd of blood sapped the fountains of Lifij

Of heroes—whose dust is commingled with earth.
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And Sabino and Hudson are drunken -with gore,

For Death rode the air, and his missiles were hurled

:

Thy leader* who led thee, shall lead thee no more

With bay'nets uplifted, and banners unfurled.

For " through the dark valley and shadow " he passed

—

A hero, and martyr to liberty slain
;

Nor shout of the victor, nor trumpet's loud blast

Can awake from their slumber his ashes again.

Step lightly, Oh pilgrims ! the soil which ye tread

Has drunk the libations of sweat and of blood

;

And roses shall bloom, and their fragrance be shed

O'er the place where earth's heroes stemmed the dark flood.

Thy vales, too, Virginia ! a story can tell,

How mustered the squadrons, how caverns did ring

With shouts of the victors as bleeding they fell

;

And winds through thy cedars their requiem sing.
J

Again we would welcome thee, G X I V,

Though tattered thy banner, yet perfect its rod ;

Thy faces are bronzed, but thy hearts—they are free;

And FREE are the millions ! Give thanks to our God.

•Colonel E. B. Smith was killed while gallantly leading his men in th« aeeantt ca

Port QaiLfOn.
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